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MEMORANDUM 


BY 

MAJOR GENERAL A. FYTCHE, CHIEF COMMISSIONER, BRITISH BURMA 

ON THE # 

REPORT ON CIVIL JUSTICE, 

FOR 1888 . 


INTRODUCTION. 

1. As pointed out in previous Reports the various Civil 
jmisdiotion and conautntion Courts in this Province work under Ant 

o'**-* VIII of 1859 as amended by the local 

Acts I of 1863 and XXIV of 1863. The first of these clas- 
sifies the Courts and • fixes their jurisdiction, and lays down 
certain special rules for this Province regarding appeals, 
&c. The second enables the Governor General to invest 
Courts with extended powers in the sense of enabling them to 
entertain suits of a lower value than that fixed in Act I of 
1863, in fact to modify, in special cases, the rule that a suit 
must be brought in the lowest Court competent to try it, with- 
out repealing or altering for this Province the terms of Sec- 
tion 6 of Act VIII of 1859 or of Section 9 of Act I of 1863, 
which embody that rule. This method of getting out of the 
difficulty which would be caused by a rigid following of the 
rule has been objected to as clumsy, and the Commissioner of 
Pegu goes so far as to say, in paragraph 32 of his Report, that 
“ the law as it thus stands, is an inconvenience and clogs the 
working of the Courts ” adding “ it will have to be amended ” 
but he does not shew in what way it clogs the working of the 
Courts nor how in his opinion it should be amended. The 
Chief Commissioner is not at present disposed to recommend 
any change. 

2. As the various Courts will be alluded to as ( Courts of 
the 1st Grade,’ ‘Courts of the 2nd Grade’ &c., it will be as well 
to specify here what these terms mean. It has already been 
noted that Act I of 1863 divides the Courts into Grades : these 
Grades are : — 

1st. — having jurisdiction in suits of not more than Rs. 600 in 
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value, and presided over by Extra Assistant Commissioners' of 
the 3rd Grade or in Burmese “ Myookes,” that is “ heads of 
townships ” into which every District is divided. 

2nd Grade — having jurisdiction in suits of more than Rs. 
500 in value but of not mom than Rs. 3000, presided over by 
Extra Assistant Commissioners of the 2nd Grade called in Bur- 
mese “Tseekays.”' These are situated in the large towns and 
take the place, it may be said, of Small Cause Courts. 

3rd Grade — having jurisdiction in suits of not more than Rs. 
5000 nor less than Rs. 3000 in value, presided over by Extra 
Assistant" Commissioners of the 1st Grade or by Assistant Com- 
missioners. 

4th Grade — having original jurisdiction in suits the value 
for which exceeds Rs. 5000 and in appellate cases, and pre- 
sided over by Deputy Commissioners. 

5th Grade — having appellate jurisdiction only and presided 
over by Commissioners of Division. 

6th Grade — having special appellate jurisdiction and pre- 
sided over by the Chief Commissioner. 

3. No new Acts affecting the Civil Courts in British Burma 
N«r Act*. came into operation during 1868. 


I.— BUSINESS BEFORE THE COURTS. 

1. INSTITUTION OP SUITS. 

Regular. 

4. The number of regular suits instituted fell from 18,306 

Jri to 18,261 or by .24 percent: suits con- 

nected with immoveable property and 
with divorce decreasing by 267 and 199 respectively, and suits 
connected with moveable property increasing by 421. The 
decrease in the first occurred, with one exception, in every 
Grade of Court in all three Divisions: in the Court of the 3rd 
.Grkde in Pegu, presided over by Extra Assistant Commissioners 
of the 1st Grade and Assistant Commissioners and in these only 
there was an increase of 15. Similarly the only Courts in 
which there was an increase in divorce cases were the 1st and 
the 4th Grade Courts in Tenasserim, in the former of which it 
amounted to 12, and in the latter to 42. 
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5. The increase in suits connected with moveable property' 
was almost entirely in the Courts of the 2nd Grade and 
amounted to no less than 1482 or 9.84 per cent : which was 
met by a decrease of 1061 or 7.04 per cent in the re maining 
Courts, especially those of the 1st Grade in Pegu where the 
number of such suits fell by 753, from 7349 in 1867 to 6596. 
It is clear, therefore, from the Beturns that litigation in all 
Courts except those of the 2nd Grade, to speak generally, has 
largely decreased, whereas in these Courts it has largely in- 
creased, and further that this increase has been solely m suits 
connected with moveable property. The explanation of this 
is not far to seek. The Courts of the 2nd Grade are establish- 
ed in large towns, and, consequently, represent Small Cause 
Courts ; the majority of the suits which come before them are 
about money and trading matters, the number of suits connect- 
ed with immoveable property having been only 8.90 per cent 
of the whole in 1867 and 7.42 per cent of the whole this year. 
It appears clear, therefore, that litigation has increased amongst 
the inhabitants of towns, but decreased amongst the rural po- 
pulation. The Chief Commissioner is disposed to regard the 
former as a healthy sign, shewing increased prosperity and 
mercantile activity. 

6. Tlie increase in suits connected with moveable property 

in Arakan, especially in the Akyab District, 

Arahan Division 1 • * A ~ mL • -v 7 

was large, being 12.54 per cent. Inis, the 
Deputy Commissioner of Akyab states, was partly owing to no 
3rd Grade Court having been in existence during the year and, 
consequently, to suits which would have been brought in that 
Court being brought in the 2nd Grade Court (presumably by 
the plaintilts abandoning a portion of their claim so as to re- 
duce the amount in litigation to such a value as was cogniza- 
ble by tlie Court of the lower Grade) and partly to the pre- 
vious year having been an unsuccessful one in a mercantile 
sense ; and these views the Commissioner of the Division 
adopts. But an examination of the Beturns shews that whilst 
the increase in the 2nd Grade Courts amounted to no less than 
563, the decrease in the 3rd Grade Courts was 149 only. 
Neither can the remark regarding the badness of the previous 
year be accepted for in 1867-68, that is during the greater 
portion of 1867, the previous year, the trade of the Division in- 
creased by about 4 per cent. The increase in the value of im- 
ports was no less than ££15,810, the exports, however, falling 
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by £72,515, owing to a smaller export of Rice. But -this 
smaller export was due to the want of ships, many of which 
in that year were taken up for the Abyssinian war, and not to 
any mercantile crisis or failure of crops, as no less than from 
20,000 to 25,000 tons of rice were in stock at the close of 1867- 
68 . 


• Miscellaneous. 

7. The Miscellaneous suits decreased from 7745 to 7387. 
In two Divisions, Arakan and Pegu, there was an increase, 
from 1807 to 2170 and from 2419 to 3005. The real meaning 
of “Miscellaneous suit” does not appear to be understood, each 
officer interpreting it in his own way: it has been the custom 
of some officers to make recommendations regarding the ap- 
pointments of Extra Assistant Commissioners in Miscellaneous 
Proceedings, and to enter these in their returns. An endea- 
vour will be made to lay down fixed rules on this subject. 


2. VALUE OF SUITS INSTITUTED 

Regular. 

8. The Returns do not shew separately the value of suits con- 
nected with immoveable and moveable property and divorce, an 
omission which will be supplied next year. The total value of 
suits fell from Rs. 1 3,04,883 to Rs. 12,90,572 that is byRs. 14,311 
or 1.09 per cent. The number of suits instituted having also de- 
creased the average value of each case has remained at Rs. 71. 
This decrease in value was, however, in one Division only, where 
it amounted to Jno less than Rs. 52,487 or 18.98 per cent, the 
value of suits instituted having diminished from Rs. 2,76,409 
to Rs. 2,23,922. The average value of each suit in this Di- 
vision, Arakan, fell from Rs. 96 to Rs. 
73, a fact which has not been noticed by 
the Commissioner of the Division, and it is impossible, therefore, 
to attempt any explanation of it, but it may again be remarked 
here that the number of suits connected with immoveable pro- 
perly decreased whilst those connected with moveable properly 
increased, and that the decrease in value was in the suits in- 
stituted in every Grade of Court, except the 2nd. In these 
Courts, however, the average value fell from Rs. 96 in 1867 to 
Rs. 88; in the Courts of the lowest Grade the average value 
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fell from Rs. 107 to Us. 50, the total value falling from Ra. 
1,52,502 to Rs. 61,225 that is by Rs. 91,277 or by 59,85 per 
cent. 

9. In the Pegu Division the total value of suits institu- 

ted increased from Rs. 8,55,309 to Rs. 
^® a ' 8,90,718 that is by Rs. 35,409 or 4.14 pear 

cent. The total number of cases instituted having fallenlnr 
468 the average value increased from Rs." 68 to Rs. 74. In 
the Courts of the lowest Grade the total value fell from Rs. 
5,07,389 to Rs. 4,28,282 the average value in these suits, which 
may be roughly taken as connected with immoveable pro- 
perty only, fell slightly from Rs. 57 to Rs. 56. In the Courts 
of the 2nd Grade the. value of the suits increased from Rs. 
1,72,832 to Rs. 2,44,981 or by 41.74 per cent, and thus although 
the number of suits restituted also increased yet the average va- 
lue rose from Its. 77 to 11s. 95. In the Courts of the 3rd Grade, 
entertaining suits between Rs. 3000 and Rs. 5000 in value with 
occasional exceptions i.e ., when they have received special pow- 
ers under Act XXIV of 1863 alluded to in the Introduction to 
this Review, the value of the suits instituted rose from Rs. 
1,56,522 to Rs. 2,15,035 or by 37.38 per cent, the average 
value of each suit increasing from Rs. 118 to Rs. 144. 

10. In the Tenasserim Division the total value of suits in- 

stituted increased from Rs. 1,73,165 to Rs. 

0 8 1 1,75, 932 but owing to more suits having 
been instituted, the overage value of each fell from Rs. 57 to 
Rs. 53. The value in the Courts of the 1st Grade fell from Rs. 
1,07,834 to Rs. 1,07,023, the average value falling from Rs. 59 
to Rs. 50 owing to the number of suits instituted havmg increased. 
In the Courts of the 2nd grade also the average value dimi- 
nished, from Rs. 43 to Rs. 41, owing to the total value of the 
suits instituted havmg slightly fallen from Rs. 48,367 to Rs. 
47,121 or by 2.5 per cent, the number of suits increasing from 
1,105 to 1JI30. In the Courts of the 3rd Grade the value in- 
creased from Rs. 11,751 tolls. 18,713, at the same time that 
the number of suits fell from 82 to 35 : the consequence was 
that the average value rose from Rs. 143 to Rs. 534, but no 
reason for this very large increase is given. The Deputy 
Commissioner of one District, indeed, in his 20th paragraph - 
points out that the value of the suits instituted in one Court 
alone increased from Rs. 2,788 to Rs. 12,770 but he does not 
account for this. 
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Miscellaneous. 

11. The value of Miscellaneous suits is given in the Re- 
turns as Rs. 5,53,419 against Rs. 4,11,683 in 1867. But an 
examination of these Returns shews that the manner of va- 
luing Miscellaneous suits is apparently hardly more understood 
than the manner of fixing what should and what should not 
be classed under that head. For example in the Court of the 
Commissioner of Pegu, which has appellate jurisdiction only, 
the number of Miscellaneous suits instituted is given as 40, and 
their value as nil, whereas in the Court of the Commissioner of 
Arakan 1 suit was instituted and its value is given as Rs. 
475. In some cases it appears to have been the custom to 
enter as a Miscellaneous suit every application for the execu- 
tion of a decree, and as its value the amount of the decree 
which was to be executed. A circular of the Chief Court has, 
however, dining 1869, laid down fixed rules for assessing the 
value of Miscellaneous suits. 


II.— CONDUCT OF BUSINESS BEFORE THE COURTS. 

1. 1ST GRADE COURTS- 

12. The number of cases on the files for disposal in the 
Arakan Division was 1,232, of which 
u m 18 1 1,219 are returned as disposed of, leaving 

13 pending at the close of the year. It would give an erro- 
neous idea of the work performed by the Courts to allow this to 
remain unexplained. Of the 1,219 suits entered in the Returns 
as disposed of no less than 171 were compromised and 312 
withdrawn or otherwise disposed of, so that the whole regular 
work of the Courts was to decide in 736 cases in 135 of which 
exparte decrees were given, leaving 601 as the number of cases 
in which a formal trial took place, or 49.30 per cent only of 
those returned as disposed of. That 38.79 per cent of the cases 
instituted in this Division in the Courts presided over by Na- 
tive officers of the lowest Grade and who are most in contact 
with the rural population should be withdrawn and compromis- 
ed certainly requires some notice and explanation, but the Com- 
missioner has not alluded to the fact in his Report. The dura- 
tion of the suits was not on the whole favourable considering 
that the suits are all of small value, and that the Courts are 
laced at the doors of the people : 1.81 per cent only were de- 
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cided in 1 day ; 47.74 per cent in more than 1 but less than 4 
days ; and no less than 50.45 in more than 8 days, of which, 
75 lasted from- 2 5 to 30 days, 42 from 31 to 45, 14 from 4ft 
to 60 and 6 from 61 to 120. At the end of the year, however, 
the case longest pending had been on the files for 27 days 
only, and in this respect the Courts of this Grade in this Divi- 
sion compare favourably with those in Pegu, and in Tenasserim 
as will be shewn further on. In 99 cases out of the 736 in 
which decisions were given, appeals were preferred : that is in 
13.31 per cent were the litigants dissatisfied with the orders 
passed : last year the percentage was 9.67 only, the number 
of cases decided having been 868 and the number of appeals 
84. Similarly the quality of the judgments, judging from the 
results of the appeals, appears to have deteriorated, for the de- 
cisions were upset in 46.50 per cent of the number in which 
the appeal was decided, against 44.15 per cent last year. 

Owing to the decrease in the number of suits the total 
amount paid as costs fell from Rs. 13,567 in 1867 to Rs. 12,345 ; 
the amount paid as stamp fees falling fi-om Rs. 7,447 to Rs. 
7,030, and the costs other than stamps to Rs. 5,315 from Rs. 
6 , 110 . 

13. In the Pegu Division there were 158 Suits pending at the 
commencement of the year which with 

m ‘ Y * ° B 7,945 instituted gives 8,103 as the number 

on the files for disposal. Of these 8,046 were removed, leaving 
57 pending at the close of the year ; a very great improvement. 
Of the 8,046 removed from the files 1,872 or 23.26 per cent 
were withdrawn and compromised and in 5,166 or 64.20 per 
cent was a judgment given, in 637 exparte. Thus in 56.30 
per cent only of those shewn as disposed of was a formal trial 
held and judgment given. The Commissioner has not remark- 
ed on this at all. The duration of cases cannot be considered 
as favourable, for no less than 50.36 per cent took more than, 
8 days to decide, of which 88 were concluded in from 16 to 
24 days, 27 in from 31 to 45, 6 in from 46 to 60, and 11 in 
from 61 to 120. The case longest on the file at the close of the 
year had been 5 months and 12 days pending. This as shewn 
by the Returns was in the Myanoung District, but neither the 
Deputy Commissioner nor the Commissioner has even alluded 
to it. Out of the 5,166 cases in which judgment was given 
538 or 10.41 per cent were objected to by tne suitors ana aft- 
pealed against ; of the 538 appeals 428 were decided of which 
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217 or 50.71 per cent in favour of the appellant and 211 or 
49.29 per cent in favour of the respondent, in other words the 
decisions were reversed in more than half the cases in which 
appeals were preferred. The working of these Courts in this 
Division, if they are to be judged by the Returns, was certainly 
worse than during the previous year, when of the appeals de- 
cided 48.59 only instead of 50.71 were in favour of the appellant. 

The actual amount paid by the suitors as costs was consider- 
ably more this year, having been Rs. 83,809, against Rs. 77,398 
in 1867, but the larger portion of this was paid to Government 
as stamp fees, that is Rs. 55,534 or 66 per cent of the total costs 
against Rs. 48,689 or 62.90 per cent in 1867. The remarkable 
point about the costs levied in these Courts in this Division is 
that the amount credited to Government as Stamp fees is 66.26 
per cent of the whole, whereas in Arakan and Tenasserim it is 
only 56.13, and 56.93 per cent, and thus apparently the costs 
other than stamps must be levied on a different scale. 

14. In the Tenasserim Division there were 67 cases pending 
at the commencement of the year, and 
Tenasserim Division 2,104 instituted, and thus 2,171 for deci- 

sion. Of these 2,091 only were cleared from the files, leaving 80 
pending, not so good a result as in 1867, when, however, 
them were fewer cases for decision, and when fewer were de- 
cided. Of those struck off the files, 503 were withdrawn 
compromised or otherwise disposed of, 1,587 having been de- 
cided on trial, in 56 only of which were exparte decrees 
given. Thus in 75.89 per cent decrees were given, and in 
24.11 per cent the suitors themselves settled or withdrew the 
cases they had instituted. There was a slight falling off in 
the rapidity with which these Courts worked. Only 2.20 per 
cent were decided in one day against 3.35 per cent in 1867; 
54.18 per cent in more than 1 but less than 8 days against 
54.39 m 1867, and 43.62 per cent in more than 8 days against 
42.26 in 1867. The number decided in 2 days, and m 4 days 
increased considerably, but so did those decided in from 9 to 
15, from 16 to 24, from 25 to 30, and from 46 to 60 days espe- 
cially. The case which at the close of the year had been 
longest on the file had been pending for 17 months and 24 
days, according to the Returns, but the Deputy Commissioner 
states in his Report that the case longest pending at the end of 
the year had been on the file for 10 days only in his Court, but 
makes no allusion to this case which has been so long pending 
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in one of the lowest Grade Courts of the Amherst District, nor 
docs the Commissioner. The number of appeals, preferred 
against the 1587 decisions given in these Courts in this Division 
was 328 or 20.03 per cent, or about twice.as many as in Pegu* 
and considerably more than in Arakan. Of these 328 appeals 
294 were decided, 132 or about 45 per cent in favour of the 
appellants, that is reversing or modifying the decree of the lower 
Court, and 162 or about 55 per cent in favour of respondent, 
confirming the decree of the lower Court. 

The total amount paid as costs was Es. 20,266, against Bs. 
17,807 in 1867, but what is very peculiar is that far from this 
increase being caused by the higher rate of stamp duty or by 
a larger amount of st§imp duty being levied on the larger 
number of cases, the amount realized from stamps actually fell 
from Es. 11,913 to Es. 11,559, or from 66.90 per cent of the 
total costs to 56.93 per cent, the costs other than stamps in- 
creasing from Es. 5,894 in 1867 to Bs. 8707 or from 33.10 
per cent to 43.07. This, which has brought this Division to 
about the same position as Arakan as regard stamps, appears 
to have escaped the notice of the Commissioner of Pegu. 

15. On the whole the Courts of this grade have not worked 
well. The number of cases withdrawn 
i from their files or compromised — in Ara- 
kan no less than 38.79 per cent of those instituted — the long 
duration of the suits considering their simplicity .and small 
value, the number of decisions appealed against — in no case 
less than 10 per cent and in Tenasscrim more than 20 per 
cent — the number of cases in which their decisions are alter- 
ed — in no case less than 45 per cent of the appeals decided and 
in Pegu mom than one-half— all tell decisively against these 
Courts. They were, indeed, worse in 1868 than in 1867. It 
will be impossible to improve them until the class of men ap- 
pointed as Judges is improved and until they are more closely 
supervised; but the class from which the Judges must.be select- 
ed is restricted and time and education and civilization alone 
can improve that class ; and the work which a Deputy Commis- 
sioner m this Province has to perform, owing mainly to the size 
of the Districts and the utter absence of roads, notwithstanding 
the length of time which we have had the country and thfc 
Revenue it has furnished and the amount spent in it, renders it 
at present absolutely impossible that the supervision can be so 
effective as it should be. 
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2. COURTS OP THE 2ND GRADE. 

16. It has already been noted that these Courts are situated 
Arakan in the large towns, and that the majority 

w * a ' of the cases which come before them 

arc connected with moveable properly. In the Arakan Di- 
vision the number of cases on the files for disposal in- 
creased from 766 Jo 1307 or by 70.62 per cent, and the num- 
ber disposed of from 768 to 1288, the number pending at the 
close or the year being 19 against 8 at the commencement. 
Of these however only 981 or 76.96 per cent were decided on 
trial, and of these 216 exparte, 307 hairing been compromised 
withdrawn or otherwise disposed of. Notwithstanding the 
very large increase in cases instituted and disposed of the 
number of appeals preferred fell from 98 to 69, a very satis- 
factory improvement, that is from 11.29 to 7.03 per cent of 
cases decided and at the same time 72.13 per cent of the 
appeals decided were in favour of the respondent, the deci- 
sions being changed in 27.87 per cent only ; not only is this 

§ ood in itself but it is an improvement on last year when the 
ecisions of these Courts were changed by the appellate 
Courts in 36.04 per cent of the appeals decided. The length 
of time taken to decide the cases also has decreased ; 3.10 per 
cent were decided in one day against 2.37 per cent in 1867 ; 
46.82 per cent in more than one but in less than eight days 
against 44.20 last year, and 50.08 against 53.43 in more than 
eight days; some of the suits, however, appear to have been 
pending for a long time and at the close of the year one had 
been on the file for 3 months and 16 days, but then it must 
be remembered that the work had nearly doubled. The ave- 
rage duration of cases was 9 days. 

Although the suits increased so much in number yet the 
costs increased only from Rs. 10,102 to Rs. 16,829 ; an examina- 
tion of these figures shews that the costs for Stamps increased 
from Rs. 6,552 to Rs. 12,633, or from 65.44 per cent of the 
whole to 75.07 ; costs other than stamps increasing from Rs. 
3460 to Rs. 4,196 only, that is falling from 34.56 to 24.93 per 
cent. 

17. In the Pegu division the number of suits for disposal in- 
regn eluding those pending at the commence- 

* * ' ment of the year increased from 2237 to 

2596, the number actually cleared off the files increasing 
from 2214 to 2579, and thus reducing the number of cases 
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pending at the close of the year from 23, at which figure 
it stood at the end of 1867, to 17 ^ of these 2579 cases 2072 or 
76.46 per cent were formally tried, in 33 the decision being given 
after an exparte hearing, and 508 or 23.54 per cent were com- 
promised, withdrawn, or otherwise disposed of j not so good as 
year when 80.21 per cent were decided on tnal. Owing to the 
duration of cases in these Courts in 1867 not having been giyen 
by the Commissioner in the Report for thafryear, it is impossi- 
ble to draw any comparison between the length of time taken 
to decide cases in 1867 and in 1868. In the latter year no 
less than 29.10 per cent of the cases were concluded in one 
day, and 51.43 per cent in more than one but less than eight 
days, leaving only 19.47 per cent decided in more than eight 
days. The average duration was 9£ days only. At the olose 
of the year one ease had been pending for 8 months and 26 
days. Tliis was in the Toungoo District, but although this is 
the case which has been longest pending in the whom Division 
the cause of the delay is unexplained by the Deputy Commis- 
sioner or by the Commissioner of the Division. The number 
of appeals against the decisions of these Courts also increased 
from 144 to 203, that is from 8.10 to 9.79 per cent of the suits 
decided, but even this is not unsatisfactory^ and tends to shew 
that the decisions of these Courts give satisfaction as a rule. 
The decisions were upheld in 57.87 per cent of the appeals 
decided during the year, which is about the same proportion 
as in 1867 when they were upheld in 57.50 per cent: this is 
the most unsatisfactory portion of the working' of these 2nd 
grade Courts in this division. 

The costs have risen from Es. 18,438 to Es. 31,053 or by 
68.31 per cent, that is in a larger proportion than the num- 
ber of suits decided increased but the increase in costs 
other than stamps was slight, from Es. 6,155 to Es. 7,760, the 
value of stamp papers filed having risen to Es. 23,293 from Es. 
12,283, and being 75.01 per cent of the total costs, almost exacts 
ly the same as in Arakan, against 66.62 per cent last year. 

18. In die Tenasseiim Division the suits for disposal in- : 

creased hut very slightly, froYu 1127. to . 

T “ - 1134, but the number of suits disposed 

of fell from 1123 to 1108, raising the number pending at the 
close of the year from 4 to 26; this was principally in the 
Tavoy district and the Deputy Commissioner remarks that,:' 
sonic of the oldest cases, in this case instituted in Septetri- ' 
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ber and October, are improperly kept pending for evidence, 
and both the Deputy Commissioner of Amherst and the As- 
sistant Commissioner of Thatone note that applications for 
delays are continually made and that the cases are thus kept 
pending at the request of the parties much longer than they need 
be. The attention of all officers will be particularly directed to 
this possible engine of extortion. Groundless suits may be 
brought against individuals, and, by being intentionally delayed, 
kept hanging over their heads for months until the plaintiff or the 
plaintiff’s pleader is bought off : the provisions of the Civil Proce- 
dure Code if correctly applied are quite sufficient to prevent any- 
thing of this kind. Of the 1108 cases which were disposed of 
897 or 80.95 per cent were decided on trial, of which 39 were 
decided exparte. These Courts have done considerably more 
work this year than they did last, as the number decided on 
trial in 1867 was 699 only of which 51 were decided exparte. 
The rapidity also with which they worked has improved: 
the cases decided in one day fell from 6.86 to 3.15 which is 
most probably due to the comparatively smaller number with- 
drawn and compromised, the number of cases decided in more 
than one but less than eight days increased from 55.39 per cent to 
66.07, the number which took more than eight days to try dimin- 
ishing from 37.75 to 30.78 per cent. The case which at the end 
of the year had been longest pending had been on the file for 9 
months and 3 days. This was in Tavoy, but it cannot be re- 
conciled with the Deport of the Deputy Commissioner of that 
District in which, in the 2nd paragraph, is recorded that “ 1 
“ case was pending from September, 2 from October, 7 from 
“ November and 16 from December,” as for a case to have 
been pending 9 months and 3 days at the end of the year, it 
must have been instituted in the end of March. The number 
of apx>cals preferred fell from 143 to 118 that is from 12.64 per 
cent of the cases decided to 10.66 per cent, of these 109 were 
decided, and of these 57.79 per cent were in favour of the 
respondent. This is a decided falling off from last year when 
the decisions were upheld in 63.57 per cent of the appeal cases 
tried. 

The costs increased slightly fr< m Bs. 7,019 to Bs. 7,539, 
mainly in the value of stamp papers which was 68.18 per 
cent of the whole against 64.58 per cent last year. The num- 
ber of oases decided in Arakan was only 180 more than in 
Tonasserim and vet. the total costs were Bs. 9,290 higher, of 
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•which Rs. 7,493 were in stamps, but this is most probably due 
to the greater value of the suits decided, for the value of the 
suits instituted was in Arakan Es. 1,15,279 but in Tenasserim 
Rs. 47,121 only. In Akyab there is a Court of this Grade in 
which the value of the suits instituted was Rs. 1,06,907 but 
in Maulmain there is none, suits which in Akyab are brought 
in this Court being in Maulmain instituted in the Recorder's 
or Small Cause Court, and the value of the ‘cases instituted in 
the latter was, as shewn by the Report on the Administration 
of Justice in the Recorder’s and Small Cause Courts Rs. 
1,12,041 : this only includes suits not exceeding Rs. 500 in va- 
lue ; in order to establish a fair comparison all suits of not 
more than Rs. 3000 in .value which were instituted in the Re- 
corder’s Court should be taken into consideration but it is im- 
possible, from the RetumB alone, to separate these from the 
rest. 


3 COURTS OF THE! 3RD GRADE!. 

19. There were 18 cases pending at the commencemept 
AiiKan of the year in the Courts of this Grade 

in Arakan, and 522 were instituted during 
the year, so that there were altogether 540 for disposal on 
the tiles the number for disposal in 186 7 .having been 706; 
of these 540 cases 533 were disposed of leaving 7 pending, 
that is rather mom than J of the number pending at the 
end of 1867. Of these 62 were rejected, 140 compromised 
or i\ ithdrawn, and 331 only decided on trial, in 58 of which 
the decree was exparte, so that in reality it was only in 273 
cases out of 533 that a formal trial was held or in 51.21 
per cent of those removed from the files or 50.55 per cent of 
those for disposal dining the year, and 25.92 of those instituted 
were compromised or withdrawn. In one Court, that of the 
lixtra Assistant Commissioner stationed at the Naaf in die 
Akvab District, no less than 40 per cent of the cases on the 
file were compromised or withdrawn and 12.22 per cent of the 
plaints filed were rejected. '11 le Deputy Commissioner, in the 
1 1th paragraph of his Report, states that there was a decrease of 
42 in the number of suits instituted in this Court, and giving 
no explanation of the number of cases which were compromised 
or withdrawn, attributes it to the effect of the Stamp Act, but 
considering the number of plaints rejected, no less than 22 out of 
178 filed, and the number of suits withdrawn from the -fudite’s 
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cognizance by a compromise or a formal withdrawal, the Clpef 
Commissioner is inclined to attribute it to the inefficiency of the 
presiding officer, Moung Kulla, whom the Commissioner reports 
to be worn out : he will very shortly be pensioned. Of the cases 
disposed of 17.23 were decided in one day, 41.57 in more than 
one but in not more than eight days, and 41.19 in more than eight 
days. This is a great improvement over last year, when only 
1.74 percent were* decided in one day, 50.00 in more than one 
but not more than eight days, and 48.25 in more than eight days. 
The average duration also fell from 1 month and 13 days to 25 
days. The appeals against the decisions of these Courts were 
71 or 21.45 per cent : the decisions appealed against were up- 
held in 70.59 per cent of the (68) appeals decided. 

The costs in these Courts amounted to Rs. 7,487 against Rs/ 
6,102 last year. The increase was solely in the value of stamp 
papers filed, due to the Stamp Act, and was from Rs. 3,853 to 
Rs. 6,051 ; the costs other than stamps decreasing from Rs. 2,436 
to Rs. 2,249, due probably to the smaller number of suits. Thus 
the value of stamp papers was 63.14 per cent of the total costs. 

20. In the Pegu Division the number of suits for dis- 
pel posal, of which 25 were pending from 

1867, was 1447, of these 1422 were re- 
moved from the files, and 2 were transferred leaving 23 
pending. Of these 1422, 1014 were decided on trial, but 
187 of these were decided exparte, 144 were compromised, 
and 164 withdrawn, so that the number of those which did 
not come to judgment through- the action of the parties was 
21.65 per cent of those cleared from the files. In the Ran- 
goon Cantonment Small Cause Court no less than 105 cases 
were decided exparte and only 86 after trial. In no other Court 
is the number decided in the voluntary absence of the defendant 
so large as this, and a special report will be called for on the sub- 
ject, as it certainly leads to the belief that some abnormal cause 
must have been at work to produce suoh results as these, more 
especially as the Returns shew that they were withdrawn or 
compromised on the same day that the plaint was filed. The 
duration of cases in these Courts is on the whole satisfactory, 
18.40 per cent having been decided in one day, and 33.28 
per cent only having lasted more than eight days. This is 
mainly if not entirely due, however, to the statistics of the 
Rangoon Cantonment Small Cause Court being included as 
every case decided in that Court was decided in one day. 
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_ „ working of the Courts of this Grade in the Rangoon 
District was not so satisfactory as regards rapidity as it 
might have been, the average duration of cases having been 
1 month and 27 days, and at the end of the year one case 
had been pending 4 months. It should be stated, however, that : 
the Assistant Commissioner stationed in Rangoon was over- 
worked, as in addition to his judicial duties he had chanreof 
the Treasury and Stamping office, and of *the Deputy Com- 
missioner’s Revenue office whenever that officer was absent from 
Head Quarters.; this has since been remedied. The number 
of appeals preferred was 75 or 7.39 per cent only of the oases 
decided, and 65 of these were tried during the year, but in 
53.84 per cent of the§e the decision was reversed. The costs 
increased from Rs. 16,656 to Rs. 27,163, but though as in 
the other Grades of Courts there was a large increase in the 
stamp fees levied viz : from Rs. 11,691 to Rs. 17,546 or of 60. 
08 per cent yet the costs other than stamps increased from Rs. 
4,965 to Rs. 9,617 or by 94.36 per cent, and it is not at all-clear 
how this was. The ratio of costs other than stamps to the total 
costs during the two years 1867 and 1868 was 29.80 and 35.40 
respectively. 


21. The work of these Courts in Tenasserim was very light: 

' 12 suits remained pending from 1867 and 

35 were instituted during the year, mak- 
ing 47 only on the files altogether for disposal, and 42 of these 
were disposed of, 5 remaining pending a,t the end of 1868. Of 
these only 7 or 16.66 per cent were compromised or with- 
drawn, and of the 35 tried in one only was the decision given' 
exparte. There is therefore a decided contrast between the 
work in this division, as far as the 3rd Grade Courts are con- 
cerned, and that in the other • two. None of these cases .were' 
decided in one day, 59.52 per cent in more than one but not 
more than eight, and 40.48 in more than eight days. As 
regards the duration of cases, the 3rd Grade Courts in Tenas- 
serim do not contrast favourably with those in Pegu or in * 
Arakan : at the end of the year one case had been pending for ' 
3 months. The percentage of cases appealed to cases decided.' 
was 22.85, and in 62.50 per cent of these the decision ap- 
pealed against was upheld : not so good a result as in Arakan 
but better than in Pegu. 

The costs increased slightly from Rs. 1,367 to Rs. 2,240/ 
the percentage of costs other than stamps increasing 'Wi 
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a greater ratio than the stamp fees, as in Pegu. The value of 
tlio stamps filed in 1867 was Its. 1,055 or 77.17 per cent of 
the tolal costs, whereas in 1868 it was Rs. 1,416, the propor- 
tion falling to 63.21 per cent. 

22. Tlio number of miscellaneous suits disposed of increas- 
ed in the Pegu Division only from 275 to 413 ; in Arakan it fell 
from 441 to 356 ; and in Tenasserim from 55 to 42. In the 

# former of these two Divisions however 
m, the costs increased from Rs. 503 to Rs. 

696, the increase in all but Rs. 3, being in the costs other than 
stamps. In the Pegu Division the costs nearly doubled, in- 
creasing from Rs. 998 to Rs. 1,912, the value of the stamps 
filed and the costs other Ilian stamps increasing in about the 
sjimf proportion. In the lenasserim Division, though the 
numb* r ol -uit ■» fell from 55 to 42 only yet the costs decreased 
from Us. 268 to Us. 35: the costs other than stamps falling 
from Us. 20‘) to Rs. 9, and the value of\s tamp papers filed from 
Rs. 59 to Rs. 20. The piopoition v Inch the value of stamps 
filed hoars to the < »t Ii* r than Mamps appears not only to 

varv conddiiablv in >.uli but to vary in each Divi- 

sion each via* The principle upon which these costs aie cal- 
culated p.n r ikes nt thu invsuu^ vv hu h appaiently shrouds the 
true definition of a mivelhim oils cum*. 

23. rhe vvoikitiL <»{ tlu * < o'irfs f hi oug hout the Province 
was on tlu \vhol#‘ ^atistactorv tlmuoh thou ^till loom for im- 
pro\i m* ut. Own ->2 p«u <*i nl of < a^ 1 ^ d< ci»!cd appear^ to be a 
lorov proportion lor apin.il-. h«»m tlu* decisions ol Officers who 
diotiM hav’c knett Ii d ><* aiul nil IligeiKo, lmt iu only two 
D’v eioie wen tlu n»p a Is a, nuiuei oin a-. f hi v i/.. m Vink in 
and fenn^Nci im : the decisions her< >v( u* uplu id iuuur 70, and 
62 ]m r cent iv<-p >eiiv elv but m Pegu when only 7 percent 
of the decisions were appealed against, the decisions were 
reversed in 53 per cent. The duration of suits was not ex- 
cessive, though a large number were by one means and 
another withdrawn from the cognizance of the Judges. The 
costs we re, apparently, not excessive though from no in- 
formation being given regarding the value of suits decided , 
although the costs on such cases am given, it is impossible to 
calculate any percentage which would have any pretence even 
to be a correct one. 
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4. COURTS OF THE 4TH 

Original Jurisdiction . 


24. There are, including that of the Superintendent of Hill 
Tribes, 13 Courts of this Grade, and the number of original 
cases which came before them is but small. 


25. In Arakan there are 4 of these Courts. The number of 
Arakjin suits in them for disposal, the whole of 

which were instituted during the year, was 
4, all for moveable property, 2 of which were in the Court of the 
Superintendent of Hill Tribes and 2 in that of the Deputy 
Commissioner of Ramree, the whole of which were disposed of. 
One suit lasted 1 day, one 2 days, one from 9 to 15, and one 
from 16 to 24 days. The decision in none of these cases was 
appealed against, and the total costs amounted to Rs. 38 only. 


26. In the Pegu Division there were only 2 original suits 

pegu tried in the 5 Courts of this Grade, both 

eglh of which had been instituted during the . 

year and which constituted all for trial. One in .Rangoon 
was decided in from 91 to 120 days, and one in Promo in 
from 61 to 90 days. No appeal was preferred in either 
of these suits. Tlic returns regarding costs arc by no means 
clear and without any explanation it is impossible to interpret 
them correctly. The returns shew that there were no costs 
of any kind in the Rangoon District and that although the value 
of stamp papers filed in Promo was Rs. 88 yet the total costs 
amounted to Rs. G5 only. 

27. In Tcnasscrim the only 2 suits on the files of the 4 

„ \ Courts were decided during the year, 1 

Tcnasscrim. ^ g ^ X from 61 to 9 (). No 

appeal appears to have been preferred in either of these cases. 
The total costs amounted to Rs. 33, of which Rs. 234 or 70.69 
per cent were for Stamps. 


Appellate jurisdiction. 

28. The number of appeals for tidal in the Arakan Division 
Arakan by the Deputy Commissioners was 241 of, 

1 which 16 were, pending from the pre- 

vious year against 250 in 1867 of which 15 had remained 
pending from 1866; of these 221 were disposed of, 14 by 
the rejection of the petition ; 2 were compromised, 6 wi In- 
drawn or dismissed in default and 207 tried, 1 being de- 
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creed exparte, 78 for the appellant, and in 127 the decree w® 
for the respondent the decision of the Lower Court being up- 
held. The average duration was about 20 days only. Out of 
these 13 were carried up to the Commissioner in 2nd appeal 
but noless than 7 of the petitions were rejected and in 4 the deci- 
sion was upheld, and 1 being adjusted the Appellate decision 
of the Lower Court was reversed in 1 case only. This is sa- 
tisfactory evidence *bf the manner in which the Deputy Commis- 
sioners of this Division performed their appellate work, as in 
84.62 per cent the judgment was supported either by rejection 
of the petition or after hearing, and reversed in 7.69 per cent 
only. The value of the appeals was Rs. 23,803 against Rs. 
33,224, this'decrease followed naturally on the decrease in the 
value of the original suits in the lower Courts generally. The 
total costs, however, increased from Rs. 3,096 of which Rs. 
2,933 were paid for stamps and Rs. 1 63 for costs other than 
stamps, to Rs. 3,701, of which Rs. 2,425 were for stamps, and 
Rs. 1275 for costs other than stamps, this cannot be consider- 
ed as satisfactoiy but is unexplained. 

29. In the Pegu Division 733 appeal cases were disposed of 
, against 623 in 1867, leaving 127 pending 

at the close of the year against the same 
number in 1867. The number of petitions of appeal rejected 
out of these 733 was 19 or 2.57 percent against 11 or i.76 per 
cent last year. The number withdrawn decreased from 45 to 30, 
and the number compromised increased from 2 to 3. The num- 
ber in which an exparte decree was given increased by 1, from 3 
to 4. The number in which the decision of the Lower Court was 
reversed increased from 282 to 310, but inasmuch as the number 
in which the decrees of the lower Court was upheld increased in 
a greater proportion, viz: from 275 to 331, this is not so unfavour- 
able to the lower Courts as might at first sight be supposed. The 
duration of the cases was hardly satisfactoiy ; in the Myanoung 
District the average duration was no less than 5 months and 
23 days, and at the end of the year one case had been pending 
for 8 months and 27 days. Inis is a slight improvement, cer- 
tainly, on last year when the average duration was no. less than 
209 days, but it is none the less a matter which requires amend- 
ment. The Deputy Commissioner has proceeded to England 
on h$$lical certificate, and the Chief Commissioner has great 
hopes that matters will improve under his successor. The va- 
lue of the appeal cases instituted increased from Rs. 8,054, to 
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R§i 1,12,331. Hie costsln the appeal casefc decided idpwbissSi* 
from Rs. 10,058 to Rs. 12,893, the value of Stamps filed having 
increased from Rs. 6,359 to Rs. 8,619, and the costs efclu&P &aM 
stamps having: increased from Rs. 2,911 to Rs. 4,2 44. This e&dK 
paratively large increase in the amount which suitors hkfe^id 
pay in addition to their stamp fees is a matter for regret. ** 

30. In the Tenasserim Division there weje 46 appeals pend* 
Tenasnerim. ing at the commencement of the year,' mid 

408 instituted during the year, so that 
there were 454 for disposal. Of these 436 were disposed of 
against 344 in 1867 out of 390 which were for disposal that 
year : the number, therefore, of such cases left pending waft re- 
duced from 46 to 18. • Of these 31 were rejected against H 
last year, in 199 against 184 the decree of the Dower Court was, 
confirmed but in 181 against 127 the decree of the Lower Court 
was revei sed or modified, and 15 were otherwise settled against 
9 in 1867 : these figures do not speak well for the Lower Courts.. 
In the Amherst District no less than 67 decrees were reversed!" 
or modified against 45 confirmed. The rapidity with which 
the appellate Courts in this Division worked was very good. 
The longest average duration in any District was one month 
and 22 days, in Sliwfe-gyeen it was only 8 days and in Am- 
herst only 7. This great improvement in the latter, for last 
year the working of this Court was unfavorably noticed and was 
indeed bad, is entirely due to the energy and zeal of Lieut. Col. 
Horace Browne, who is now the Deputy Commissioner of Promc. 
There were 30 appeals from decisions given in these Courts 
of which 1 was rejected, and in 18 the decree of the Lower Court 
was supported : 6 cases being otherwise settled it follows that 
the decisions of these Courts were reversed or modified in 5 
suits only. The costs were Rs. 4,924 of which Rs. 3,757 were 
for stamps, and Rs. 1,167 for other costs. In 1867 the re- 
turns shew that the total costs were Rs. 706 of which Rs. 674 
were for stamps and Rs. 32 only for other costs. There would 
seem to be some error in this as it is almost impossible that the 
costs could be so small. 

31. With the exception of that at Myanoung, these Courts { 

have worked well, except perhaps that at Akyab where the 
rage duration was 2 months ana 5 days. But the Chief Cora^ 
missioner would be glad to see greater endeavours made careful^, 
ly to supervise the Lower Court srwhich, it must bp confessed* 
are much in want of supervision. , 
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0. COURTS OF THE 5TH GRADE. 

82. These are purely appellate Courts and entertain appends 
in original suits decided in the 4th grade Courts, that is, in 
Courts trying cases over Us. 5000 in value, and second appeals 
or appeals from appellate decisions given in the 4th grade 
Courts when such appellate decisions reverse or modify those 
of the Courts of original jurisdiction. 

33. Two appeals wore pending at the commencement of 

the year in the Court of the Commis- 
r “ 8S * sioner of Arakan, and 11 were institu- 

ted making 13 for disposal against 22 last year none of which 
had been pending from 1866: the whole of these 13 were 
disposed of, 7 of which were rejected, .withdrawn, or dismiss- 
ed in default, 1 in favour of Appellant and the remaining 4 
were decided in favour of the respondent, so that in 84.62 per 
cent the finding of the lower Court was upheld : the duration 
of these appeal suits was 7 days only, and their total value 
was Us. 665 only, this is a decided improvement on 1867 when 
the average duration was 11 days, and the total valuo Us. 
3306. The total costs fell from Rs. 304 to Rs. 185 due, possi- 
bly, to the smaller number instituted. The value of stamp 
papers fell from Rs. 280 to Rs. 81 or by Rs. 199 or 28.92 per 
cent, at the saino time however, the costs other than stamps 
increased from Rs. 20toRs. 104. It may here be noticed 
that of the suits instituted 7 were connected with immoveable 
and 4 with moveable property. 

34. In the Pegu division 3 appeals were pending from 

Pf u 1867 and 50 were instituted making 53 

in all for disposal. Of these 45 only 
were disposed of and 9 remained pending. No reason is 
given for this increase in pending cases, and it appears strange 
that Colonel Ardagh could not dispose of more. No less 
than 32 of the appeals instituted were connected with land, 
and 4 were for damages for personal injuries or wrongs. 
Of these 45 cases 6 were never brought to trial at all the 
petition being rejected, 7 were remanded, and 2 withdrawn. 
So that in point of fact 30 only were disposed of by the Com- 
missioner after trial, of which 20 were decided in favour of the 
respondent. The duration of these cases was no less than 1 
month and 1 9 days, a falling off of 6 from last year. The costs 
increased from Re. 788, to Rs, 1,410, the value of the stamps 
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filed, increasing considerably, from Rs. 540 to Rs. 1,004, tbe 
costs other than stamps increasing from Rs. 248 to Rs. 355. 

35. In the Tenasserim Division 2 appeals were pending and' 
28 instituted making 30 for disposal 
the whole of which were disposed 
and 19 of them were connected with immoveable property/ 
Of these 1 only was rejected and 6 withdrawn, leaving 28 for 
disposal by trial of which no less than 18, were decided in' 
favour of respondent. The average duration was 25 days an 
improvement since 1867 when the average duration was 1 
month and 8 days. The total amount of costs increased from 
Rs. 426 to Rs. 841 of which the largest increase was in the 
value of stamp papers filed, these increased from Rs. 839 to 
Rs. 531. * “ -* 

The Chief Commissioner would prefer to see greater' 
rapidity in the disposal of suits in the Courts of this grade, 
especially in Pegu. In Arakan alone has the work been 
rapidly performed, indeed in Pegu there has been a decided 
falling off. Greater supervision also might well be exercised 
by these Courts over those which are subordinate to them. 
There is nothing recorded in the Reports to shew how many 
times Proceedings were called for from the lower Courts and 
examined ; this checking of the lowor Courts is one of the most 
important duties of the Commissioner of the division, and an 
order has been issued directing the Commissioners to call for 
and inspect at least 3 records of Proceedings once a quarter, Or 
every month. This will, if the order is properly carried out, 
ensure a greater amount of supervision than appears to have 
been hitherto exercised. As regards the actual working of 
the Courts of this grade, there can be little doubt that the 
Court of the Commissioner of Arakan is the one which has, oh 
the whole, worked most satisfactorily, and that the work 
in the Coyrt of the 5th Grade in Pegu has not been carried 
on with that diligence which is so essential. 


6 THE COURT OF THE 6TH ORADB. 

36. The Court of the 6th grade is presided over by the 
Chief Commissioner, and its jurisdiction is confined to Special 
Appeals from the appellate decisions of the Courts of the 4th 
Grade, even though such appellate decisions do not modify 
or reverse the original decree of the lower Court. This being 
the distinction between a second appeal which lies to tsheCdm-? 
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missioner of the Division and a special appeal which lies to 
the Chief Commissioner that a second appeal can only be had 
when the decision of the lower Court is reversed or modified 
by the decision of the lower appellate Court on a point mate- 
rial to the case whilst there is no such restriction as regards 
Special appeals. The number of special appeals preferred 
was 23 which with the 3 pending at the commencement of 
1868 make 26 for disposal, but of these 10 or 27.27 per cent 
were rejected, and in the remaining 16 the appellate decision 
was upheld ; in other words the decisions of the lower Ap- 
pellate Courts were not interfered with once and 1 case re- 
mained pending : the average duration of cases in this Court 
was 1 month and 8 days. 

The work of the Chief Court is not* confined to hearing ap- 
peals but it has also to supervise the working of all the Courts 
in the Province and to settle doubtful points which may be 
referred to it : This is the severest portion of the work of this 
Court in which there were 77 miscellaneous cases decided dur- 
ing the year, the average duration of which was 1 month. 

Ill— GENERAL REMARKS 

37. The extent to which arbitration is resorted to is always 
an important one, and it has been noticed 
" TJ 18 03 by all the reporting officers. There is, 

as is natural, some diversity of opinion as to whether many 
cases are or are not kept out of Couit by being brought 
before the elders, but the balance of the evidence is de- 
cidedly in favour of the opinion that in a large number of 
disputes the people prefer to have their differences settled in 
their own village by their own village elders to proceed- 
ing some distance to a Civil Court to file a plaint, and to 
remain there some days away from their own private concerns 
till the case is finished, and in many cases the dislike to a conti- 
nuous absence, although it may be but for a few days, leads to 
compromises, to cases being struck off by default and to exparte 
decrees. These in the whole Province amounted to no less than 
7034, that is, 1660 decreed exparte, 1979 compromised, and 3395 
struck off in default or otherwise disposed of, and although it is 
certain that all these were not owing to the dislike to atten- 
dance for some days at Court yet there can be hardly any 
doubt that many of them were. There were 409 cases of ar- 
bitration with which the Courts had anything to do viz. 7 in 
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Arakan', 323 in Pegu, and' 79 in Tenasserim, in. 65 only of 
which, all in Pegu, were awards made by arbitrators and tUpaw 
brought into Court to be made into decrees. The great difficulty] 
in sending a case to arbitration after the plaint has been fi]&&. 
is in getting the parties to agree in the choice of arbitrators, but* 
the returns shew that the number of cases in which arbitrators - 
are made use of is steadily increasing. Believing, as the 
Chief Commissioner does, that arbitration of which me Courts 
hear nothing is largely resorted to he would attribute the fact-v 
of no endeavour being made to strengthen the award by it»«. 
being made a decree to two causes, one that the people have 
been accustomed for ages to have their differences settled by 
arbitrators (who receive a*fee) and, consequently, they are con- 
tent with such an award and hardly ever dream of disputing it* 
for them it is as binding as any Civil Court could make it : ana 
secondly that the power which they have to come to Court 
with their award and by a simple process have it converted 
into a decree is not generally known. Few but those 
engaged about the Courts would under any circumstances be 
aware of the provision of the Civil Procedure Code in this 
respect, and, as the Deputy Commissioner of Amherst observes, 
but few of the Burmese Pleaders or Judges really know any- 
thing of any law except tlieir own laws of inheritance, divorce &c. 
There is one other reason which probably prevents many cases 
coming into Court and that is mat the English law is not un- 
derstood nor appreciated by the people. They have not beejjr » 
long enough under our rule to lose their affection for their own 
system and they thus in many instances prefer having their 
cases decided in their own way by those whom they consider 
“ learned in the law” that is in the law which they have 
always been accustomed to. 

38. There were 4,039 applications for execution of decrees, of 

which 1,009 were in Arakan, 2,289 in 

Execution of Decrees. -n j m j i • m • ,i 

Pegu, and 741 m Tenasserim, the num- 
ber of suits disposed of in those Divisions having been, as 
already shewn, 3,044 in Arakan, 12,051 in Pegu and 3,2,4$ 

, in Tenasserim or 18,338 in all. In as much, however, a^* 
many of the applications may well have been for execution’, 
of decrees given during the previous year no sound calcutktibn , 
can be made on' these two sets of figures. The statistics*, 
given are such as to render it impossible to say in how * 
many cases the decree was fully or partially executed, ' 
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and In how many not at all, but it appears clear that at 
least 230 persons were placed in confinement in execution 
of decrees, though probably this is not the full number. In 
many cases this has the effect of causing the immediate ad- 
justment of the claim by the debtor or by his relations and 
friends, as nothing is more painful to or so much disliked by a 
Burman as imprisonment in Gaol. Many are discharged after 
being in confinement for 3 or 4 days only, or just as long as it 
takes to come to an agreement with the creditor. The Gaol 
Be turns shew that at the end of the year there were only 39 
Civil Prisoners in confinement 23 of whom were at Rangoon 
and Maulmain and who were, therefore, most probably many 
of them Natives of India confened by the Recorders for debts in 
the two sea port towns where the majority of traders are Na- 
tives of India. 

39. The Registration Act has never been extended to this 

Province and deeds are registered under 

Registration of deeds. i i i mi ■» ° . , . 

local rales. JLhe number registered is 
not large even in the two towns of Maulmain and Rangoon 
where, under an order of the Governor General issued before 
the Indian Council Act, the registered owner of land is re- 
cognized by the Courts as the bonA-fide owner. Nine wills 
were registered, but unfortunately the Commissioners have not 
stated whether they were wills of Buddhists, Mussulmans, 
Hindoos or Christians, most probably not of Buddhists for 
these do not as a general rule make formal wills though 
doubtless they do sometimes. The only places in which wills 
were registered were Rangoon 3, Maulmain 3, Bassein 1 and 
Prome 2 ; all of which are stations at where there are a 
comparatively large number of Europeans. Rather more than 
833 deeds of permanent conveyance were registered, no less 
than 546 in Pegu 390 of which were in Rangoon ; it is im- 
possible to give the exact figures as the Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Prome has omitted any detail of the deeds regis- 
tered. The number of deeds of temporary conveyance regis- 
tered was 471, 445 being in the Pegu Division 407 of which 
in Rangoon alone. Except in the sea port towns of Akyab, 
Rangoon, Bassein, and Maulmain regrstration is but rarely 
resorted to as its value is not realized, the people believing 
that they can take as good care of the original as a Registrar, 
and, consequently, thinking that to pay a fee of Rs. 2 to regis- 
ter would be waste of money. There can be little doubt, how 
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ever, that registration properly carried out would be of the 
greatest advantage and that, consequently, every encourl^** 
ment should be given to the people to register transfers'* ^ 
land and deeds of all kinds. In the 81st paragraph of' -hie 
Report the Commissioner of Arakan remarks on the eo«S$e 
adopted by the Deputy Commissioner of llamree viz : to 
of no alteration in the land assessment Roll Without his authori- 
ty, and when any such change has to be made advising tits 
people to register the deed of transfer. Steps will be taken to 
have this carried out throughout the Province, as far as pe&sh* 
ble. 

40. Distinctly opposite opinions have been given by various 
officers regarding the effect of the Stamp 
tamp Act. Act, somo urging that it has made no 

difference, others that it has checked vexatious litigation and 
voxatious litigation only, and others again saying that it hAS 
prevented many suits from coming into Court for the deci- 
sions in which resort would otherwise have been bad to the 
Civil tiibunals. Though, probably, these opinions are based 
on actual and daily observations yet as there is nothing in the 
.Returns which would decisively shew the effect of the Act it 
is somewhat difficult to form a sound conclusion, that is a con- 
clusion which could be suppoitcd by a reference to facts. A11 
that can be said is that litigation among the rural population 
of the Province has decreased, whilst among the urban 
population has increased. The balance of probabilities appears 
to support the opinion that the Act has had little or no effect, 
and that the " tax on justice,” if tho levy of fees is to be Called 
by a name which carries with it an idea of oppression and in- 
justice, did no harm whilst it certainly enabled the Govern- 
ment to realize a larger Revenue. 

41. The working of the various Courts has, considering them 

_ „ , as a whole, improved, .yet the Courts of 

the lowest grade are, it must he confessed, 
sadly in need of still furthor improvement. The Judges are se- 
lected from amongst the most influential of tho people, for alt 
aristocracy as usually understood there is none, and like mdst 
Burmans they have little other education than that which 
they received as boys in some Budhist monastery and that 
which they have received by contact with the world. They 
have now, indeed, to pass examinations and though this makes 
them read up the Acts in which they are to be examined yet 
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they do not understand what they learn and have little or no 
power of applying it. The Chief Commissioner is far from 
wishing to see Extra Assistant Commissioners of the 2nd and 
3rd Grades selected from youths who have received some 
smattering of education in a Government or a Missionary 
School to the exclusion of the old class of hereditary and 
highly influential men who were originally appointed, or 
rather retained, by the British Government for political rea- 
sons; any improvement, however, can only come from the spread 
of education, in the sense of a knowledge and practice of 
habits of regularity, order, and method, of self controul and of 
accuracy, a knowledge and practice which can only be arrived 
at slowly and after years of teaching, as European nations 
have been gradually taught, in a word by the spread of civili- 
zation in its broadest sense ; and by a closer and more rigid 
supervision by the Deputy Commissioners, a supervision 
which it is now almost physically impossible for them to ex- 
ercise, and considering their multifarious duties, the enormous 
size of their districts — Amherst is nearly as large as the 
whole Province of Oudh, and, unlike it, is mountainous and co- 
vered in many parts with forests, — and the utter absence of any 
means of communication other than those provided by Rivers 
— for there are only G55£ miles of Road in the whole Pro- 
vince and no first or even second or third class Roads between 
any t\^o Head Quarter Towns of Districts ; considering all 
this, the manner in which the duties of the J udges of the 
Courts of the 4th Grade have been carried on reflects very 

f reat credit on the officers who have held those appointments. 

t would be almost invidious to select any one for special men- 
tion but if any has excelled they are Lieutenant Colonel Horace 
Browne and Captain Plant to whom, as to the rest, the thanks 
of the Chief Commissioner are due. 

42. It cannot be doubted that one of the great wants of Bri- 
tish Burma is a Judical Commissioner : the 
judicial comraiwioner. duties performed by this officer in the 
two other Administrations — Oudh and the Central Provinces 
— are here performed by the Chief Commissioner, who in 
his executive capacity has as much to supervise and as many 
responsibilities as would suffice for one individual; in addition 
to which he cannot but think that to erect the chief Exe- 
cutive officer in a Province into Chief Judge is making him 
in many cases a Judge in his own cause having to determine 



L xxvii ] 

many points which intimately affect the Revenue and*t3$e 
w-efl being of the Government for which he is responsible 
The double duty, in most countries considered incompatible* 
of having to administer* a country, and of being the sole premia* 
ing Judge in the ultimate Court of Civil appeal is 'ofee 
which entails so much responsibility, so much anxiety, and such, 
an extreme amount of labour, that no where, except m British 
Burma, is it imposed upon any officer. *> 


t 
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From Lieutenant-Colonel J. F. J. Stevenson, Commissioner of Arakan, to tfy* 
Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of British ..Burma, Rangoon, No. 39* 
of 1869, dated^Akyab, the 4th March 1869. * 

I have the honor 
to submit my Report 
on tiie Administra- 
tion of Civil Justice - 
in the Arakafe Divi- 
sion for the year 186ft 
accompanied bj 


No. . Statomont of Suite instituted, disposed of, and pending. 
„ II. Do. Do. Classification of Appeals and Original 
Suits instituted. 

„ III. Detail of Suite disponed of. 

,, IV Supplementary Returns showing duration of Suits and 
costs 

A. Statement of average duration of Suits 
ft. Statement showing the result of Appeals and Second Appeals. 
Statement showing the result of Appeals and Second Ap- 
peals from each Grade of Courts. 

Statement showing the duration of Civil oases in each Grade 
of Courts. i 

Statement showing the proportion of Appeals from each 
Grade of Courts disposed of. 

Detail Statement of Miscellaneous Cases ilfttituted and dis- 
posed of. 

District Reports in Original. 


Statements ancl 


in the 


ports noted 
margin. 

Section II. 

2. The following was the state of the Regular files on 
the 1st January 1868 and 1st January 1869. 

* 1868 186ft 


Commissioner's Court 


Akyab 


Ramrer 


S ANDO WAY 


Deputy Commissioner's Court 

1st Assistant Commissioner's Court ... 

2nd • do. do 

1st Class Ex : Assistant Commissioner’s Court Naaf 


1st Class do. do. Koladan 

2nd Class do. da Akyab 

5-3rd Class do. Commissioners’ Court . 

% 

Total.. , 


. 2 

a 

12 

5 

1 

8 

10 

*52 


{ 


Commissioner's Court 0 

1st Class Ex: Assistant Commissioner’s Court 

Kyouk-Phyoo ... 0 

3-3rd Class do. do. do 1 


Total. 


Deputy Commissioner’s Court 

Coi 

do.’ 


eputy Coi 

2nd Class Ex: A^fttstant Commissioner’s Court 


10 

0 

4 

2 

1 

17 

13 

*47 

0 

O 


Sandoway 
2-3rd Class do 


0 

0 * 

O'* 


do. . 
Total. 


O 

A. 
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Northern f Superintendent’s Court . . ... 0 0 

Abakan . ( Assistant Superintendent’s Court . .... 0 0 

. Tofel.,. *0 C 

Grand Total 55 48 

Increase . . . 0 0 

Decrease . . 0 7 


I. ’ Showing a decrease of seven cases in the numbe* 
pending, a satisfactory result since there was an increase of 
149 Suits instituted. 

II. There wore* no Suits o^ Appeals pending in the 
Court of the Commissioner at the close of the year. 


III. In the Akyab District there was a decrease of 5 
AirvAB nwTBTCT pending cases. There Avas an increase 

of '9 pending suits in the 2nd Class 
Extra Assistant Commissioner’s (Tsitkay) Court of Akyab 
and the Deputy Commissioner fairly attributes this to the 
great increase in the number of suits instituted in that Court, 
being 182 per cent, or 1095 this year against 388 last year. 
In the Court of the Extra Assistant Commissioner of Ra- 
thaidoung there were 1 1 pending against none in the pre- 
vious year, for which the Deputy Commissioner says “no 
good cause has been shown, especially considering that this 
Court had only 150 suite before it.” 


RAMRF.E DISTRICT, 


IV. In this District there were none 
pending. 


8AHD0WAT DISTRICT 


V. And in this there was but one 
pending. 


RORTHBRJT ARAKAN. 


There was no suit pending in the Su- 
perintendent’s Court Hill Tracts. 


3. The number of Suite and Appeals instituted .during 
the past 2 years was as belsw shown : — 
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Akyab 


Bamree 


Commissioner’s Court 

Debility Commissioner's Couit 
1st Assistant Commissioner's Court 


2nd Do. 

Do. 

308 

144 

1st Class Extra Asst 

§ 

1 

s 

1 

217 

175 

1st Do 

Do Koladau 

. 102 

39 

2nd Do 

Do Akyab 

388 

1096 

5-3rd Do 

Do 

681 

661 

* 

Total 

1,903 

2,245 


( Deputy Commis&onei ’s Corn t . 55 

? 1st Class Extra Asst Commi’s Court Kyouk-Phyoo 203 
( 2 3id Do Do 437 


( Deputy Commissioner’s Court 
Sandoway < 2nd Class Extra Asst Commr’s Court Sandoway 
I 2 3rd Do Do 


Total 


Northern £ Superintendent's Couit 
Abakan ( Assistant Supermtendei 


Abakan ( Assistant Superintendent’s Court „ 

Total * 4 

Grand Total 3,133 
Increase „ 

Decrease . „ 


428 

A 


I. The above shows an increase of 149 in the number 
of suits instituted in all the Courts of the Divisioji. 

II. In the Commissioner’s Court there was a decrease 

of 1 1 or one half in the number of Second Appeals preferred 
during the year under review. „ 

There were no Regular Appeals. 

* 1865 1886 1867 1868. 

Second* Appeals 15 21 22 11 

Regular Appeals' . 2 * t . 

Total .37 21 22 11 
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This decrease must be mainly owing to a ruling of the 
Chiei Court, dated 20th June 1867, upon the finality of Dis- 
trict Court decisions under Sec. XX VI I of 1861 ; which was 
first acted upon last year. 

III. In this, District there was an increase of 346 Suits 
. instituted but a decrease of 4 in the 

a MTAB district number of Appeals, making on the 

whole an increase of 342. This is mainly owing to the large 
increase of 707 suits in the Court of the 2nd Class Extra 
Assistant Commissioner of Akyab above adverted to. The 
Deputy Commissioner says “this is partly owing to there 
“being no 1st Class Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court 
“here as in 1867, where cases of small amount were tried and 
“the 2nd Class Assistant Commissioner’s Court thus re- 
lieved — but mainly to many more suits having been raised 
“ in Akyab arising from the previous year in. a Mercantile 
“ sense , having been an unsuccessful one.” The Court of 
the Extga Assistant Commissioner 1st Class here refer- 
red to has during the past year been presided over by an As- 
sistant Commissioner who tried only 144 cases while his pre- 
decessor an Extra Assistant tried 308. The difference devol- 
ved upon the Tsitkay ( 2nd Class Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioner ) in whose Court there was a further large increase 
attributed to the previous bad commercial year. There was 
also an increase of 18 suits in the Court of the 3rd Class Ex- 
tra Assistant Commissioner of Rathaidoung ; of 2 suits in 
that of Ooyettoung East and of 5 in Ooyettoung West. No 
cause is given nor is perhaps called for for, these small increases. 

In the rest of the Courts there was a decrease in the 
number of suits instituted. 


The decrease in the Deputy Cpinmissioner’s Court is 
trifling and calls for no remark. In the 1st Assistant Com- 
missioner’s Court Akyab, there were no Civil Suits _ in- 
stituted. This Officer has had full employment in Criminal 
and Miscellaneous duties. Having the powers of a Magis- 
trate he has tried a large number of the^Criminal cases of 
the District and committed nearly all the Sessions’ casSg. ’ 

Of the decrease Of 164 cases (144 against 308) in the 
2nd Assistant Commissioner’s Court, the Deputy Commis- 
sioner says : “the. cause is owing to the former Officer Mr. 
“ C. D.»C. Lloyd’s healing only suits, that originated in the 
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“ Kyelet Township and cases in the Town in which Euro- 
" peans were parties ; whereas the latter (Mr. Perreau Extra 
'• Assistant Commissioner) took up a share of petty Town 
“ Suits. 

In the Extra Assistant Commissioner^ Court Naaf, there 
was a decrease of 42 suits. ‘ The Deputy Commissioner says, 
“ this probably arises from the increase of the Stamp duties 
“ discouraging petty litigation — as I notice that in the 1st 
“ Quarter, there was a decrease as compared with that of 
“ 1867 of 14 suits, in the 2nd 22, in the 3rd of 13, but in the 
“.4th an increase of 7 — Moung Kalla has not yet given 'in 
“ reason for the decrease.” This is all the information I have 
upon the subject and it is apparent that this is not sufficient-' 
ly clear or conclusive to account for the decrease in question. 

In the Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court Koladan, 
there was a decease of 63 suits in the* number instituted : 
this the Deputy Commissioner says “ is attributable to there 
“ being no Court in the Township since the middle*of April 
“ 1868, the duties have been carried on at Akyab and Myo- 
“ houng but at much inconvenience to the inhabitants.” As, 
regards the inconvenience the Deputy Commissioner is aware 
that it was unavoidable. The late Mr. Hunt was for some 
months in charge of this Township but was allowed upon the 
Deputy Commissioner’s suggestion in consequence of the 
inclemency of the season at that time and his indifferent 
health to hold his Court in Akyab pending further orders. 
He died suddenly and the Myooke of the nearest Court was 
placed in temporary charge until the arrival of an Officer ap- 
pointed to the charge, we have been short of Officers since 
Mr. Hunt’s death and have been obliged to do the best we 
could. Akyab is 72 miles from the Court House of this 
Township : Myo- Houng two days journey by boat. ' 

Tn the 3rd Class Extra Assistant Commissioners’ Court 
of Myohoung and Minbya there was a decrease of 45 suits 
for which no cause is shown. The Deputy Commissioner 
says. “ All the Judges of the Courts were called on to give* 
“ explanations" oftne cause of the decrease and increase of 
“ suits, but I regret that in the instances above noted they 
“ have not summed any.” I regret this : the Chief 0001-' 
missioner will doubtless concur with me that such decreases 
should have been accounted for. , 
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IV. In this District there was a decrease of 93 suits and 
„ , , LTU „, 4 appeals during the year under re- 

view, lhe decrease m original suits 
is in the Courts of the Extra Assistant Commissioners of 
Chcduba and Kypyk Phyoo ; in the former Court thejre was 
a decrease of 62 and in the latter a decrease of 39 suits. 


which the Deputy Commissioner says, “is considered to be 
“ caused by the depression of trade in the District and con- 
“ sequent smaller monoy transactions. “ In Chcduba” says 
the Deputy Commissioner “the effects of the Cyclone of 
“ November 1866 also were still felt ■ in respect to the quan- 
tity of grain for export. 

Tho next decrease is in the Deputy Commissioner’s 
Court which is trifling and calls for no particular remarks. 

With regard to the Courts of the Extra Assistant Com- 
missioner of Aeng -tfhere there was no increase or decrease, 
and that of Ramree where there was an increase of 5 suits, 
the Deputy Commissioner says. “ In the Court of the Extra 
“ Assistant Commissioner 3rd Class 2nd Gjfade of Aeng, 
“ there was no increase or decrease and this would seem to 
“ indicate that the increased rate of stamp duty levied on 
“ initiatory plaints did not affect tho litigation in that Court, 
“ but then the Jitigation is so insignificant that it affords no 
“ good data from which the effect of those increased duties 
“ could be judged whereas in the Court of tho Extra Assis : 
“ tant Commissioner 3rd Class 3rd Grade of Ramree the in- 
“ crease of 5 suits would denote that the increased stamp 
“ duties did not affect litigation there, consequently in this 
“ District it is questionable whether those duties had any 
thing to say to decrease in litigation, and 'the smallness of 
“ the total litigation gives little scope to form any apprecia- 
“ bio judgment thereon, but it will be remembered that the 
“ new Stamp Act XXVI of 1867 was in full force throughout 
“ the whole year of 1868, and only in force from March in 
“ 1867.” A 


As I have already had occasion to remark it is not al- 
ways possible to account satisfactorily for increases fhd de- 
creases, especially where transactions are not numerous. There 
is nothing special that I know of in the circumstances of the 
Ramree District to cause either decrease or increase during 
the pastyear, save tho operation of the revised stamp duties. 
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V. In this District there was a decrease of 79 Suits and 


SAXDOWAT- DXBTEIOT. 


2 Appeals. ^KThe great decrease was 
in tne Court of the Extra Assistant 


Commissioner of Northern Division regarding which the De- 
puty Commissioner says. "The decrease is principally in the 
“ Northern Extra Assistant Commissionef’s Court and is 


“ caused by the great stimulus given to litigation in that 
“ Court the year before last by the extraordinary high price 
“ of paddy, and small contractors for that article refusing to 
“ fulfil their agreements. It will be remembered that in 
“ that year the number of cases rose from 128 to 203.” This 
I think must be accepted as a sufficient explanation. 


VI. In the Court of the Superintendent of Northern 
__ ____ Arakan or the tracts of our Hill Tribes 

' where I am happy to say there is little 

or no Civil litigation, were 2 suits instituted against 4 in the 
previous year. The Superintendent says. “It will be ob- 
“ served that there haVe been Very few Civil Cases during the 
“ year, the reason being that nearly all disputes of a Civil na- 
“ture are settled by the hill people amongst themselves.” 
A state of things I am not disposed to interfere with. 


There was an Assistant Superintendent appointed during 
the latter end of the year. No Civil suit has been instituted 
in his Court. * 
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4th. The number of Suits and Appeals decided on trial 
and finally disposed of during the years 1867 and 1868 is given 
in the following Table. 



• 

1 iser. 

1 1858 

Dtolded 

on 

trlaL 

Finally 

disposed 

of. 

Decided 

on 

trial 

Finally 

“XT 1 

Commissioner’s Court 

15 

20 

5 

13 


’ Deputy Commissioner’s Court 

123 

131 

126 

137 


1st Asst. Commissioner’s Court ... 

55 

75 

... 

... 

4 

2nd do. do. 

162 

298 

95 

152 


1st Class Ex. Asst. Comr’s. Ct. Naaf.... 

85 

214 

68 

178 

< . 

1st Class do. do. Koladan... 

51 

101 

24 

39 


2nd Class do. do. Akyab ... 

218 

384 

616 

1,086 


5-3rd Class do. do 

360 

681 

287 

658 


Total 

1,054 

1,884 



. 

' Deputy Commissioner’s Court 

- 48 

55 

40 

52 


1st Class Ex. Asst. Commissioner’s 





3 

Court Kyouk Phyoo. 

114 

206 

86 

164 

* 

3* 3rd Class do, do. 

179 

406 

190 

381 


Total 

341 

697 

316 

597 

, 

‘ Deputy Commissioner’s Court 

45 

50 

41 

45 

s ^ 

2$d Class Ex. Asst. Commr’s. Court 





Jj £ 

Sandoway... 

133 

168 

149 

202 

CQ 

2-3rd Class do. do. 

219 

297 

124 

180, 


Total 

397 

515 

314 

427 

* 

Southern f Superintendent’s Court 

1 

4 

2 

2 

Abakan. (Asst. Superintendent’sCourt ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


Total 

1 

4 

2 

2* 


GRAND TOTAL.... 

1,808 

3,120 

1,853 

3,289 


Increase 



45 

169*. 


^ Decrease 



..." 


I. The above shows an increase of 45 Cases decided on 
trial and of 169 finally disposed of during the year. 
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II. In this District there was an increase of 162 Cases 

in the number decided on trial and 
aktab district. 0 f 366 finally disposed of. This may 

be said to be entirely owing to the very large increase of suits 
in the Court of the 2nd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner 
in Akyab Town which has already been corrfmented on. Hie 
two or three very trifling increases under these heads in other 
Courts do not call for notice. 

III. The Returns show a decrease of 25 Cases in the 

number decided on trial, and a de- 
rambee district. . crease of 100 cases in the number 

finally disposed of, which the Deputy Commissioner refers 
“ to decrease of Cases instituted owing to the supposed causes 
“ already stated.” 

In this District there .was a decrease of 83 Cases in the 
number decided on trial and of 88 fi- 
s Anno way district. nally disposed of. It has already been 

shown that the decrease in litigation quite accounts for this. 
1 Original case instituted in the Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioners Court 2nd Class was tried in the Deputy Commis- 
sioner’s Court, but no reason has been assigned for it. 

V. There were in all 2 cases decided on trial in the 

Court of the Superintendent who 
northern arakan states. “ The Case's shown in the 

“Returns for 1868 had to be settled in my Court as they 
“ were disputes between persons belonging to different tribes.” 

5. The state of the Files as regards Suits and Appeals 
pending above 1 year on the 1st January 1868 and 1st Janu- 
ary 1869 is, I am happy to say, blank for both years. 

6. The state of the Miscellaneous Files was as follows 

1868 1869. 


Akyab. 


Commissioner’B Court 

Deputy Commissioner’s Court 

1st Assistant Commissioner’s Court 

2nd do do. * 

1st Class Ex : Asstt : Commr’s . Court Naaf 
do. -> do. Koladon .. 

2nd Class Ex : Asstt 1 Commr’s Court Akyab 
5-3rd Class do do. 



Total 15 


24 
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( Deputy Commissioner’s Court . .. ..0 1 

Rahbbb. < 1st Class Ex : Asstt . Commr’s. Court Kyouk Phyoo 0 0 

I 3-3rd Class do. do. . 0 0 



Total.. 

0 

1 

Sandoway 

f Deputy dCommissioner’s Court 

-{ 2nd Class Ex • Asstt Commr’s : Court Sandoway 

. 0 

0 

0 

2 


1 2-3rd Class do do 

0 

0 


Total 

0 

2 

Northern 

( Supei intendent’s Court 

0 

0 

Arakan 

\ Assistant Superintendent's Coui t 

0 

0 


Total 

0 

0 


Grand Total 

15 

27 


Increase 

0 

12 


Decrease 

0 

0 


I. The above shows an increase in the number pending 
on the last mentioned date of 12 cases. On the 1st January- 
1869 there were but 27 Miscellaneous cases pending in all the 
Courts in the Division which is not unsatisfactory for all the 
officers concerned, when it is taken into consideration that 
there were 2,170 cases instituted, being an increase of 463 
over 1867. 

II. There were no cases pending in the Court of the 
Commissioner; there were none pending in the Court of the 
Superintendent of Hill Tribes, Northern Arakan. 

III. In the Courts of the District of Akyab 24 cases 
were pending which is an increase of 9. The Deputy Com- 
missioner says with regard to this as follows : — 

“In the Deputy Commissioner’s Court 2 are applications 
“ for Certificates to administer to estates, and filed in Doccm- 
“ ber and 26th November — one an application to enforce a 
“ mortgage, the time for foreclosure has not yet fallen in — 
“ another regarding an Intestate Estate of a European, all of 
“ its property has not yet been realized owing to ^difficulties 
“ of carriage ; and the last is to obtain property in charge 
“ of a guardian instituted in December. 2nd Class Extra 
" Assistant Commissioner Akyab, an increase of 6 — of the 
“ 9 pending four are for execution of decrees; of these 3 
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“ were instituted in November, *and 1 in December, the re- 
“ mainder are 5 applications for discharge from Civil duress-*- 
“ the earliest instituted 30th November last. 3rd Class Ex- 
“ tra Assistant Commissioner Bathaidoung — there is here an 
“ increase of 8, all applications for execution of de- 
“ crees. Of these 3 were instituted in December, but I con- 
“ sider that there should not have been so many as 8 pending.” 

IV. In the District of Ramree there was 1 case pend- 
ing in the Court of the Deputy Commissioner of Ramree. 
The Deputy Commissioner says “ being a case of Intestate 
“ Estate and as the hejrs, if any, to which resided in Sylhet 
“ the notice for them to come forward had to be sent to that 
“ District, and sufficient time allowed to admit of any* heir 
“ presenting himself before the Court.” 

V. There were 2 cases pending in the Sandoway Dis- 
trict in the Court of the Extra Assistant Commissioner 2nd 
Class to none in the previous year. No cause is shown. 

7. The following Statement shows the number of Miscell- 
aneous cases instituted and disposed of in the year 1867 and 
1868 as also the number of cases of above one year’s stand- 
ing at the close of these year’s respectively : — 



1867 
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I. The above return shows an increase under all the 
heads. There was an increase of 463 in the number of cases 
instituted, of 105 disposed of by an order on their merits and 
of 445 finally disposed of. There were no cases pending 
above one year. 

A careful comparison of the results of both years as 
given in the Table shows that the large ’increase of work in 
the Court of the Extra Assistant Commissioner (Tsitkay) of 
Akyab is sufficient to account for this large increase of Miscel- 
laneous cases. Where there are decreases as in Ramree and 
Sandoway the decrease of litigation accounts for them. 

II. It is the practice in the Commissioner’s Court to 
enter as Miscellaneous suits (or cases), only such as fall 
within the scope of Section XXlI of Act I, 1863, and appeals 
from orders not of the nature of Decrees. As remarked in last 
year’s Report of this Division there appears to be a diversity 
of practice in the Divisional Courts of British Burma in this 
respect. 


AKXAB DISTRICT. 


III. In this district there was an increase in the 
number of cases instituted of 549, of 
178 decided on trial, and of 536 finally 
disposed of, sufficiently accounted for above (Para 7 Sec. I.) 

‘Regarding the decrease of Miscellaneous Cases in other 
Courts the Deputy Commissioner says. "In three -Courts 
" only is there a decrease, in the 1st Assistant Commis- 
" sioner’s Court explained by its having no Civil suits in 
" 1868, the executions of decrees that Court carried out 
" were those transferred from other Courts. In the 2nd 
" Assistant Commissioner’s Court the decrease is explained by 
“ its having tried fewer original suits than in 1867. 

“ In the Naaf and Koladan Courts ; from' the last 
named cause.” 


KAKEBB DISTRICT. 


IV. In this District^ there was a decrease under all 
heads of 72, 51, and 73, explained by 
the Deputy Commissioner as follows : 

" A decrease in Original suits instituted ; would natural- 
" ly cause a decrease in certain Miscellaneous cases, such as 
" execution of decrees.” " Claims to sue as pauper and 
** as jh.e pagt year has shown a decrease in the institution of 
" Original suits the above decrease of 72 Miscellaneous caes 
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1 # 


> i 

“ instituted is attributed theretd*; in 1867 .there, were , 172* 
“ cases for execution of decrees against 129 cases in 18$8, 
“ a decrease of 43 out of the total, decrease 72 ; and in 1867, 
“ 4 cases of claims to sue in formd pauperis were instituted 
“ against 1 case.in 1868. This disposes of 46 out of the 
“ decrease 72, and the remaining decrease of 26 cases is due 
“ to circumstances which are not affected by the institution 
“ of Original suits and call for no special remarks/’ 

V. In this District there was also a decrease under 


ti 

U 


SANDOWAT DISTRICT. 


all heads of 13-21-17. The Deputy 
Commissioner says: — ’“A decrease in 


Miscellaneous suits and proceedings naturally follows from 
the decrease in Regular cases.” 


VI. There was no Miscellaneous cases instituted or 


NOBTHEBN ABAKAN. 


disposed of in this Court during the 
year under review. 


8 . The following statements show the Execution of 
decrees in the Division during the year under review. 


Akyab 

District 


Number of Application .. 

697 | 

Recovered in full 

261 

Recovered m part 

73 

Imprisoned 

59 

No Assets. Judgment debt 

- 

or discharged. 

11 

Stiuck off-Jud&ment debt- 
or" not found. 

110 

Struck off through decree 
holder’s fault or desire * 

160 

Transferred to other Courts 

10 

or 

Pending 

13 

i 

Total... 

697 


Sand o way 
District. 


Ramree District. 
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I. Ia this District tHtere were 697 applications for the 

execution of decrees of which in 261 ap- 
akzab DiflxEicT. plications the amount claimed was re- 

covered in full ; in 73 the amount claimed was recovered in 
part, and in 59 cases the decree was enforced by imprisonment. 
The Deputy Commissioner says “ the proportion of applica- 
“ tions to decrees passed is 64-18 per cent and ’varies much in 
“ the different Courts, it is strange that out of 21 decrees 
“ passed in the KLoladan there should have been 18 applica- 
“ tions. In other District Courts they are much fewer in 
“ proportion to the decrees passed.” 

II. The return of this District is in a different form 

and shows that there were 129 ap- 

plications made for the execution ot 
decrees, of these in 55 instances the amount claimod was paid 
at once and in 23 instances property personal and real had 
to be sold in satisfaction of the decree. The Deputy Com- 
missioner says “it is satisfactory to notice that only in 9 
“ cases sales of real property took place in giving full effect 
“ to the decrees of Courts ; also that in 5 cases only, was 
“ the decree enforced by imprisonment.” 

III. In this District there were 183 applications made 

for the execution of decrees, of which 

m 64 cases the amount of decree was 
recovered in full, in 7i recovered in part and in 5 cases the 
decree was enforced by imprisonment. The Deputy Com- 
missioner says, “ Five persons only have been imprisoned for 
“ debt during the year and no one remained in custody at 
“ the close of the year.” 


9. Arbitration of Suits. 


I. There were 7 cases of Arbitration only in the whole 
. Division during the year under review viz. 

Akyab District ... ... ... * 6 

Ramree do. 1 

Sandoway do. 0 

6 cases in the Akyab District were of private Arbitration 
brought into the Courts to be carried into effect, and the 
single case of Ramree was referred by the Court to Arbitra- 
tors. 



ABAKAN DIVISION. * 

. * * 

II. On tjiis point the Deputy ..Commisaioner of Akjmb 
comments as follows T~ ‘ - 

AKYAB DlSTKIOT. 

’ rn . V * ' < 

“To these sections of the Civil Co<Je of., Procedure re~ 
“ course is but little had* the cause is probably, that where ip 
“ a village conclave a decision as to a claim is arrived it is 
“ rarely necessary to call on the law to enforce performance for 
“ it is well known that many disputes regarding property are 
“ decided in village conclaves. * , . , 

“In the 2nd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner's 
“ Court, Akyab, only two were brought into Court and carried 
“ into effect. 


“In the Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court, Mroh- 
“ oung, there were 4. Of these, 3 wore carried out and one 
“ struck off in default of costs. 

“In none of the other Courts were any received.” 

I am one of those who would be glad to sea a greater 
resort to arbitration but the insignificant resort to it in Ara- 
kan undoubtedly implies that litigants prefer. Ottr Courts. 
The inference is primd facie favourable to the .character of our 
Courts (as I cannot think that of two evils the people choose 
the least). My own experience of Arbitrators is that if not 
corrupt they are not generally unbiassed or unprejudiced. 

III. The Deputy Comrilissioner says : — “ There was 
“ only one Case of arbitration Which W 
bahbee DiflTBiCT. “ referred by the Aeng Court far Arbi- 
trators at the request of the phitles. 

“ Arbitration is not in great favour with the people ‘of the 
“ District, they often agree to abide by the decision of certain* 
“ elders but as these elders do not write out a regular decision 
“ the parties do not consider themselves bound by the verbal 
“ decision of these Loogyees, consequently the aggrieved party 
““applies to the Courts, and frequently a case has been regtt-’, 
“ lariy discussed in presence of elders in the village before 
“ being taken to the Court. This mqy be caused by a wish 
“ of the parties to get the (pinion of .men they respect pjrior - 
“ to entering on/ the expense of a Law-suit but as a general 
“ rubs the litigants of the District prefer the well constituted 
“ British Court to the verbal decision of men, not very leafrn- 
“ ed rejoicing in the name of leamid Elder more on account 
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“ of their village notoriety than from education, knowledge of 
“ law, &c.” These remark's of 'the Deputy Commissioner are 
“ generally borne out by my experience. 

IV. The Deputy Commissioner of Sandoway says : — 
* “ No cases have been referred to Arbi* 

saedowat district. “ tration from any of the Courts of this 
“ District.” 


10. The following statement shows the appeals tried 
by the Commissioner. 


Second 

Appeal. 

L Regular 

1 Appeal. 

Decided on 
Trial. 

4* 

(I 

Decided on 
Trial. 

Finally dis- 
posed of. 

5 

4 

13 


• 


Name and official Designation. 

Lt. Colonel J. F. J. Stevenson, 
Commissioner 


Miscellaneous 

Appeal. 


§ 


42 


There were no Appeals pending at the close of the 


year. 

11. The result of Regular Appeals and of Second Ap- 
peals disposed of by the Commissioner, and the number pre- 
ferred from the decision of the Deputy Commissioners are 
given below : — 
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& 



Begufiir Appeals 

r 

b 

.( ' * 

Second Appeals 

...A.. -- \t**ej* 

Name and Official Designa- 
tion. 

** 

8 

eH 

.9 

1 

. 

l 

© 


£ 

1 

* 

1 

a. 

s 

$ 

.9 

1 

, 

1 


4 

1 

1! 

x * 

e 

1 


i 

ar 


1 

& 




1 

GO 

1 

AKYAB. 













Major E J. Spilsbury, Deputy ) 
Commissioner ... ... j 







6 

2 

1 

3 













J Treacy, Esqr, Offg. Deputy ) 
Commissioner ... . . . j 





i, , , 


3 

1 


2 














RAMREE 

W. DeCourcy Ireland, Esq, 1 
Offg. Deputy Commissioner ) 

I 

*■ 




i 

4 

1 

1 I 



1 



... 











Captain W. C. Plant, Deputy \ 
Commissioner. j j 



r 




1 

1 

















sandoway; 













Captain W. W. Pemberton, De- ) 
puty Commissioner. * ... J 







2 



2 


. 











♦ 

Total 

JL. 

n 

II 

n 

» 

ft * 

IS 

1 

"If 

Tl 

1 



I. From the above it will be observed that there Were 


no Regular. Appeals. Original Suits are very rarely tried by 
District Officers (Deputy Commissioners) from whom regular 
appeals lie, in British Burma. 


II. There were. 13 Second Appeals from orders paased^ 
by the Deputy Commissioners; of these in one instance only 
was tiie order of the Lower Appellate Courts reversed or mo- 
dified; in 4 their orders were confirmed — in 7 rejected, and 1 
was struck off the file. 
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The cause of rejection was principally that the Decrees 
appealed against were not appealable, either from the Deci- 
sion of the Lower Appellate Court not being appealable un- 
der Section 27 Act XXIII of 1861, or from the two decis- 
ions of the Lower Courts concurring. 


III. There wore 6 Second Appeals from the orders of 
Major Spilsbury, Deputy Commissioner of 
Akyab; 2 were confirmed, 1 was remanded 
for re-trial, and 8 were rejected. 


AETAB DISTRICT. 


. There were 3 Second Appeals from the orders of Mr. 
Treacy, who officiated for Major Spilsbury from 2nd Febru- 
ary to 1st April 1868. — 1 was confirmed, and 2 were rejected. 


IV. 


BARREL DISTRICT. 


There was 1 Appeal from the orders of Mr. Ireland 
Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Ramree, 
which was struck off the file for default. 


There was 1 Second Apjieal from the orders of Captain 
Plant, who succeeded Mr. Ireland on the 9th of January, and 
that Avas confirmed. 

V. There aa ere 2 Second Appeals 
8AND0WAT distriot. from the orders of Captain Pemberton, 

Deputy Commissioner of SandoAvay. 

They were rejected. 

The result of all these Second Appeals is favorable to all 
the Officers concerned. 


12. The following officers wore the Deputy Commis- 
sioners and Superintendent of Hill Tribes in charge of the 
Districts in the Division during the year. 


Major E. J. Spilsbury wasDeputy Commissioner through- 
out the year, but on leave from 1st Febr 
to 31st Maroh. He is a conscientious pains- 
taking Officer. 


AKTAB DISTRICT. 


Mr. J. Treacy, officiated for liipi from 2nd February to 
31st March. 


Mr. W. De t^ourcy Ireland Avas Officiating Deputy Com- 
igjam t.ijo aum i missioner only from 1st to 8th January when 
, , he went on leave. He is always well report- 

ed of. J,* 
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^ Captain W. C. Plant was Deputy Commissioner, from 
9th January to end of the year. He is an able and’ careful 
Judicial Officer. “‘i 1 

Captain W. W. Pemberton iyas the Deputy Commit 
s andoway distriot. sioner throughout the ye$r. ,He is, steaoy 
and careful, / 

Mr. J. C. Davis was Superintendent of Hifl Tribes 


Mr. J. 0. Davis was Superintendent of Hifl Tribes 
Northern Arakan throughout, but absent on 
northern abaxan. leave from lat September to 16th October 

1868, during which time Lieutenant Strover, the Mhgfetr&te 
of Akyab, officiated for him. Mr. Davis has little or nothing 
to do with the administration of Civil Justice. He is an able 
Officer in his departments. * 

13. The following statement shows the work done by 
each of the above named Officers of the Districts in the Di- 


vision. 
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Appeals. 


Original, 


Regular . 


Miscetla- 
7i£0U8. \ 


119 130 9 


Names and Official 
Designation. 


AKYAB DISTRICT. 

Major E. J. Spilsbury, Depu- 
ty Commissioner. 

Mr. J. Treacy, Officiating 
Deputy Commissioner 

BAMREE DISTRICT 

Mr W DeCourcy Ireland, 
Officiating Deputy Com- 
missioner 

Captain W C. Plant, Depu- 
ty CommisMonei 

SANDOWAY DISTRICT 

Captain W W Pemberton, 
Deputy Commissioner. 

NORTHERN ARAKAN 

Mr J (’ Davis, Superinten- 


1. In all the cases, Appoals, Regular and Miscellaneous 
disposed of by Major Spilsbury during the year, only 5* Ap- 
peals were preferred against his orders to this Court, of which 
but I was remanded for re-trial, undoubtedly a very satisfac- 
tory result. He says: “It was not without much labor the 
“ Appellate files were so reduced, for when the Deputy Com- 
“ missioner returned from privilege leave on the 1st April, 


*1 cane preferred during the previous year and remained pending at its dose ia 
jpot nhowii here. ^ ^ 


39 50 


40 i 44? 
















. xRAKkitijuvmov:. <» • ' 4 * 

« there were 34 pendiugCivil Appeals — this large humbti^ 
** aroSefr oriithe inability, through bad health of lus Idcwiti 
“ tenens Mr. Treacy, to givemiich attention to appeals dur- 
“ ing the 2 months he officiated. ” , 

* Hi -Mr. J. Treacy wa» Officiating Deputy CgfPtouP 
sioner from 2nd February to 1st April 1868. 3 Appeals 

were preferred from his orders; 1 of which was confirmed mid 
the others rejected. 

III. Mr. Ireland was Officiating Deputy Commissioner 
of Ramree up to the 8th of January. .1 Appeal’ which was 
preferred during the previous year was struck off 

IV. Captain f Plant was the Deputy Commissioner from 
9th January to end of the year. Only 1 Appeal Wat ^refrrred 
from his orders and that 1 was confirmed. 

V. Captain Pemberton was the Deputy' Commissioner 

throughout the year — 2 Appeals were preferred to this Court, 
which were rejected. * 

VI. Mr. Davis was the Superintendent of Northern 
Arakan throughout the year. No Appeals were preferred; to 
this Court from his decisions. 

„ VII. I have to report that every opportunity isj taken . 
by this Court to point out all errors of procedure and irregu- 
larities of proceedings of the Lower Courts. -V i. 

14. The following Officers were the Assistant Commis- 
sioners throughout the year. The number of suite decided, on 
trial, the number of Appeals preferred from their decisions and 
the result of those disposed of during the year are shown 
below : — ' 
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- 

f 1 * * 4 

2 

3 

4 

’S 

6 

7 

1* 


Appeals. 

c 

Name and Official 
Designation. 

Decided on trial 

LS v 

V 

£ 

1 jj 
s ►» 

Pr 

Number confirmed. 

Number reversed. 

Number modified. 

Number rejected. 

Otherwise settled 
or adjusted 

Pending. * 

Akyab District. 

| 

1 

* 

* 

It 



r 


Mr. J. Hind Assistant Com- 
missioner 3rd Grade through- 
out the year. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Mr. C. D. C. Lloyd Assistant 
Commissioner 3rd Grade. From 
1st January to 4tli November 
and from 23rd November to 
end of the year ... 

* 1 

95 

29 

17 

9 

0 

2 

1 

0 

Total... 

95 

29 | 

17 

9 

0 

2 

1 

0 


* 1 case pending at the close of the previous yea r from the orders of Lieutenant 
Poole 1* not shcrwn here; 


I. Mr. Hind was the Assistant Commissioner of Akyab 
throughout the year. No Civil suits were tried by this 
officer during the year under .review. 

The Deputy Commissioner reports that he has “ carried 
on his duties during the whole year but has had no Civil suits 
to decide.” He is a well known good Officer. 

II. Mr. Lloyd was the 2nd Assistant Commissioner 
of Akyab throughout, but absent on privilege leave from 5th to 
23rd November, Of 95 suits decided by him on trial 29 or 
about ^th were appealed: of them 17 were confirmed and 9 
reversed. 

* 

4 , The Deputy Commissioner reports “Mr. C. D. C. Lloyd 
“,car»ied on his duties during the whole of the year save 19 
’ davs*when he went on privilege leave : he is rather hasty in 
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%6 

“ his decisions but has good abilities — and is zealous in the dis- 
“ charge of his ‘duties.” From Such opportunity as I have 
had of judging I may add that as remarked by the Deputy 
Commissioner this is a zealous and intelligent Officer anxious 
to discharge his duties satisfactorily. 

15. The following Officers were the *Extra^ Assistant 
Commissioners of the 1st class in the Division throughout the 
year. The number of Suits decided on trial, the number of 
Appeals preferred from their decisions, and the result of those 
disposed of during the year are shown below: — 


D 
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Name and Official Designation. 



t ** 

i.r 

■s 

€ 

1 

|1 » 

§ 

1 dur 
year. 

I 

i 

"3 

.3 

i*S 

i 

$ 

i 1 

1 


© 

r \ 

1 1 


3 \ 


i 


15 


53 3 


13 | 0 


AKYAB DISTRICT. 

Mr. T. W Hunt, 1st Grade, Ex- ) 
tra Assistant Commissionei 
Naaf From 1st Januaiy to 
29th April 1868 
MoungKulla, 2nd Grade Do 
Naaf. From 30th April to end 
of the year 

Moung Kulla, 2nd Grade Extra \ 

Assistant Commissioner, Ko- ( 

• ladan. From 1st January to C 
14th April 1868 ) 

Mr. T. W. Hunt, 1st Grade Extra \ 

Assistant Commissioner Ko- I 
ladan. From 27th May to C 
5th August 1868. ) 

MoungPha Phroo, 3rd Class 
Extra Assistant Commission- 
er in charge Koladan. From > 

17th August to end of the J 
year. J 

RAMREE DISTRIC T 
Moung Shwfe Daikay, 2nd Grade 
Extra Assistant Commission- 
er Kyouk Phyoo. From 1st Ja- 
nuary to 26tli May, and from 
6th August to end of the year ^ 

Moung Na Hto Bhwfe, oftg. do. ) , j 
do. Kyouk Phyoo, from 26tli C 1 25 t 3 
May to 6th August J 868. I 1 



61 


20 


Total 


178 1 42 



- 


1 

\ 

1 

12 

2 

3 

2 

1 )• 

* 


1 

2 ! 

i 

1 

i 

1 

i 


24 

8 * 

3 , 

5 1 

2 , 


* 1 appeal pending at the close of the pre wears year from Jlr. Perreau's 
is not ‘shovfn here. 


orders 


Otherwise settled or 

adjusted. 

Pending. T 
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I. Mr. Hunt was the Extra Assistant Commissioner of 
Naaf, from 1st January to 29th April, and of Koladan from 
27th May to 5th August 1868 when he died. 

Mr. Hunt as Extra Assistant Commissioner of Naaf and 
Koladan decided 24 Suits on trial. 7 Appeals were preferred 
from his orders: and all of them were confirmed. The result 
is very creditable. 

The Deputy Commissioner says “Mr. T. W. Hunt died 
“ at Akyab on the Gth September; he was a hard working 
" Officer and a very oonspientious Judge, his health has been 
M failing for some time before in which remarks I fully 
concur. 

II. Moung Kulla was the Extra Assistant Commis- 

fdoner of Koladan, from 1st January to 1 4th April, and of 
Naaf, from 30th April to end of the year. Of the 66 Suits 
decided by him on trial, 12 were appealed . of them 5 were 
confirmed and 6 reversed. * 

The Deputy Commissioner says . “ Moung Kulla '1st 
“ in the Civil Report of last year, the Deputy Commissioner 
“ remarked that the working days of this old Government 
“ servant weie past, the report of this year is the same." 
There can be no doubt of this I long since had the honor 
of recommending that he should bo examined by the Civil 

♦ Surgeon with a view to pension (my letter No. 180 dated 
15th August 1868.) 

Ill Moung Pha Phyoo, Extra Assistant Commission- 
er of Myohoung Officiated in Koladan in addition to his 'own 
duties from 1 7th August to end of the year and decided 2 
cases on trial. He will be reported on as an Extra r Assistant 
Commissioner 3rd Class. 

IV. Moung Shw6 Daikay was the Extra Assistant 

* Commissioner of Kyouk Pliyoo from 1st January to 26| h 
May, and from 6th August to end of the year. Ho w$a 
promoted to the 1st Class on the 1 Lth December. He dpcie' 
ded 61 suits on trial ; 20 appeals wore preferred from Ins 
decisions ; of them 12 weie confirmed 2 reversed -and 3 mo- 
dified. A good losult. ' 
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The Deputy Commissioner says " Extra Assistant 
“ Commissioner Moung Shwfe Daikay is a good Judicial 
“ Officer, careful, zealous and painstaking. He has lately 
“ been- most deservedly promoted to Extra Assistant Com- 
" missioner 1st Class 2nd Grade from 2nd Class 1st Grade." 
I concur with the Deputy Commissioner. • * 

V. Moiyig Na Hto Shwfe Officiated as Extra Assis- 
tant Commissioner 1st Class at Kyouk Phyoo from 26th 
May to 6th August. 

He disposed of 25 suits on trial ; 3 appealed, 2 rejected 
and 1 otherwise disposed of. He ‘will* be reported on as 
Extra Assistant Commissioner 3rd Class. 
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16. The following Officers were the Extras &af 
sistant Commissioners of the 2nd Class or Tsitkays of 'fhe , 
several Districts of this Division throughout the year. The* 
number of suits- decided on trial, the number ot appeals pte-' 
ferred from their decisions, and the result of those disposed 
of during the year, are shown below. * 1 



1 

2 

nr 

nr 

5 

6 

7 

8 4 



Appeals. 

* 1 

Name and Official Designation. 

* 

§ 

1 

I 

53 

ll 

Pm 

Number confirm- 
ed. 

1 

>4 

Number modifi- 
ed 

Number rejected. 

1 

1 

AJcyab IHstuct. 









Moiing Sliwd Taw, 1st Grade, 
Extra Assistant Commissioner, 
Akyab throughout the year 

616 

39 

23 

9 

0 

1 

2 

I 

A fondoivay District. 








* 

Moung Thadoway, 2nd Grade, 
Extra Assistant Commissioner, 
Sandoway, from 1st to 13th 
January, and from 13th March 
to end of the year 

i 

126 

! 

27 

10 

“3 

3 

0 

2 

a 

Moung Sliwd Boo, 3rd Class Ex- 
tra Assistant Commissioner, 
officiating do. do. 

from 16tli January to 13th 
March 1868 

23 

3 

1 


1 

1 

I 

1 

Total 

i* 

765 

69 


13 

III 

B 

B 

3 


I. There were 2 Extra Assistant Commissioners 2nd 
Class in the Division at the 'dose of the year, 1 in Akyab and 
the other at Sandoway. They disposed of 765 cases on trial, 
of them 69 or rather more than 1-1 1th were appealed, of them , 
43 or about f rd were confirmed, 1 7 or about £th were reversed 
or modified, a satisfactory result. 
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£1. Moung Shwii Taw was Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioner 2nd Class 1st grade at Akyab throughout the year. 
He disposed of 616 cases on trial. There were 39 Appeals 
from his orders, of them 9 or £th were reversed or modified, 
a general result highly favorable to this Officer. 

c 

The Deputy Commissioner says : “Sliwfc Taw an intelli- 
* gent Officer and very well fitted for his Office, was the opi- 
nion given in 1867: his conduct during 1868 has tended to 
u confirm it, ” remarks which I fully endorse. 

III. Moung Thadoway was Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioner 2nd Class 2nd grade from 1st to 13th January and 
from 13th March to end of the year. He disposed of 126 
cases on trial; of them 27 were appealed ; of these only 6 or 
less than £th were reversed or modified, a very good result. 

IV. Moung Shwfe Boo Extra Assistant Commissioner 

3rd Class of the Northern Division, Officiated asTsitkay from 
16th January to 13th March in addition to his own duties. 
He decided 23 cases on trial. Of the 3 Appeals preferred 
from his orders 2 were reversed or modified and 1 only con- 
firmed. He will be reported on as a Myooke. The Deputy 
Commissioner of Sandoway says : “ The Subordinate J udges 

“ are named in the 2nd Para : of this Report : the writer hav- 
“ ing taken charge of this District only on the 8th instant is 
u not in a position to report on their characters, but the late 
“ Deputy Commissioner’s opinion of them will be found in 
u his report of last year when they occupied the same positions 
“ as at present.” 

Captain Pemberton spoke of Moung Thadoway in the 
following terms. 

“ The Tsitkay Moung Thadoway is a zealous intelligent 
“ Officer, he has good knowledge of form and procedure;” 
which is a just commendation of this Officer. 

17. The following were the Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioners 3rd Class throughout the year : the number of Appeals 
preferred from their decisions and the result of those, disposed 
of are shown below : — 
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AKYAB DISTRICT 

Moung Pha Phyoo, 1st Grade, 

Myohoung, tin oiighout the year 95 

\toung Htoon Oo, 3rd Grade, Ra- 

thaidoung, throughout the year 5 1 

Moung Kulla, 5tli Grade, Mmbya, 

tlnoughout the year 66 

Moung Hiiing, 5th Grade, Oojet- 
toung East, fiom 1st January 
to 19th October 30 

Moung Shwd Htoo, Officiating as 
5 th Giade, from 19th of Octo- 
ber to end of the year 2 

Moung Bern, 5 th Grade, Ooyet- 
toung West tlnoughout the 
year j 40 

RAMREE DISTRICT 
Moung Na Hto Shwfc, 3rd Grade, 

Ramree, from 1st January to 
23rd May, and from 9th August 


to end of the year. I 63 

Moung Htoon Aye, Officiating as 
5 th Grade, Ramree, from 23rd 
May to 9th August 23 

Moung Hla Htoon Oiing, 2nd 
Grade, Aeng, throughout the 
year. 49 

Moung P houng Thaoo, 4th Grade, 

Cheduba, throughout the year 55 

SANDOWAY DISTRICT • 
Moung Shwd Boo, 1st Grade, l 
Northern Division, throughout 
the yeah 80 

Moung Kya Oung, 5th Grade, 

Southern Division, throughout 

the yeai. 44 


Total. .1 601 
















32 


CIVIL JUSTICE HEPpBT 1868. 


I. The above shows that there were 10 Extra Assistant 
Commissioners 3rd class employed in this Division throughout 
the year. They disposed of 601 cases on trial, of them 99 or 
16 per cent were appealed, and of those appealed, 41 or 41 
per ceitt were reversed or modified, and 6 remained pending 
at the close of the year. 

The result is a fair average result for this Province and 
especially so I think for this Division where we have not 
many of the new school of educated you ng Myookes who 
have passed the prescribed examinations. We have in some 
instances what is perhaps better, respectable influential old 
Government Servants. 


II. • Moung Pha Phyoo was Extra Assistant Com- 

missioner 3rd Class 1st Grade Myo- 

houng throughout the year. He 
disposed of 95 suits on their merits, 8 appeals were preferred 
from his orders, 3 of which were reversed, which is fair. 


AKTAB DISTRICT. 


III. Moung Htoon-Oo was Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioner 3rd Class, 3rd Grade, throughout the year. He dis- 
posed of 54 suits on trial. There were 13 appeals preferred 
from his orders and in only 1 instance was his order reversed 
or modified ; 2 remained pending at the close of the year, 
a very satisfactory result. 


IV. Moung Kulla was Extra Assistant Commissioner 
3rd Class 5th Grade of Minbya throughout the year. He 
disposed of 66 suits on their merits ; there were 13 appeals 
preferred, 7 were reversed or modified and 2 remained pend- 
ing ; a result not very creditable. 


V. Moung Hnin was Extra Assistant Commissioner 
3rd Class 5th Grade of Ooyettoung East from 1st January to 
18th Qctober. He disposed of 30 suits on their merits. 
Chore were 9 appeals preferred, 5 were reversed or modified. 
The result is unsatisfactory. This Officer is under suspen- 
sion and it has been recommended to remove him from the 


Government service. 


VI. Moung Slhwh Htoo acted as Extra Assistant 
Commissioner 3rd Class 5th Grade Ooyettoung East from 
19th October, to end of the year. He decided 2 suits on 
their merits, which were not appealed. 



ABAKAN DIVISION 


33 


VII. Moung Bein was Extra Assistant Commissioner 
3rd Class 5th Graae^throughout the year. He decided 40 
suits on their merits — 15 appeals were preferred from his- 
order's, of them 5 were reversed and 1 remained pending. The 
result is fair. * 

VIII. Regarding the character of the above Officers 
the Deputy Commissioner says. 

“ Pha Phyoo is. certainly indolent and does not give the 
“ attention he should to his duties. 

“ Htoon-Oo shows a want of energy as a supervisor of 
u others — but is a steady and intelligent Officer. 

• “ Moung Kulla 2nd is an energetic Officer, at times over 
“ zealous — as a J udicial Officer he is indifferent. 

“ Moung Hnin, I cannot report favorably on this Officer; 
“ he was suspended by order of the Chief Commissioner of 
“ British Burma — 18th October 1868. 


st Shwb Htoo has officiated since 19th October 1868 ; 
“ he has conducted his J udicial duties satisfactorily. 

“ Moung Bein has shown himself to be a very worthy 
“ Government Servant, as Judicial Officer he has done well. 

IX. Moung Na Hto Shw& was Extra Assistant 

bahbee DismoT. Commissioner, 3rd Class 3rd Grade 

from 1st January to 23rd May and 
from 9th August to end of the year. He disposed of 63 
suits on their merits. There were 1 1 appeals preferred 
against his orders, 2 only were reversed, a satisfactory re- 
sult. 


X. Moung Htoon Aye acted as Extra Assistant Com- 
missioner 3rd Class 5th Grade, Itamree, from 23rd May to 9th 
August. He disposed of 23 suits on their merits. * There 
were 6 appeals preferred and 3 reversed or modified. 

XI. Moung Hla Htoon Oung was Extra Assistant 
Commissioner, 3rd Class 2nd Grade, Aeng, throughout the 
^ear. He disposed of 49 suits on their merits. There were 
8 appeals preferred, 5 were reversed or modified, an unsatisfac- 
tory result. 

XII. Moung Phoung Thaoo was Extra Assistant 
Commissioner, 3rd Class 4th Grade, Cheduba, throughout 
the year. He disposed of 55 suits on trial, of these only 2 
were appealed and 1 reversed, a favorable result. 
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XIII. Regarding the above named Officers the Deputy 
Commissioner of Bamree says : 0 

“ Extra Assistant Commissioner 3rd Class 2nd -Grade, 
“ Moung Hla Htoon Oung improves on acquaintance and is 
“ an intelligent .Officer, a little hasty in comirjg to conclusions 
“ and forgetful at times.” 

“ Extra Assistant Commissioner Moung Na Hto Shwb 
“ is a very superior man, quiet in manner, decided in eharac- 
“ ter, careful in his work, zealous, painstaking and intelligent, 
“ well worthy of promotion. He is* only Extra Assistant 
“ Commissioner 3rd Class 3rd Grade and is posted in tho 
“ most important and largest town in the District and well 
“ he has performed his task in looking after it. * 

“ Extra Assistant Commissioner Moung Phoung Thaoo 
" is a good Judicial Officer tho’ old and slow. 

“ Moung Htoon Aye is Clerk of the Deputy Commis- 
“ sioner’s Court ; the short time he sat on the bench shows he 
" promises well as a Judicial officer.” 


Moung Shwe Boo was Extra Assistant Com- 

bandowat mstmot missioncr 3rd Class 1st Grade Nor- 

thern Division throughout the year. 
He disposed of 80 suits on their merits. There were 8 ap- 
peals preferred and 6 were reversed or modified, a bad result. 


XV. Moung Kya Oung was Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioner 3rd Class 5th Grade Southorn Division throughout the 
year. He disposed of 44 suits on their merits. There were 6 
appoals preferred and 3 were reversed or modified, a bad re- 
sult. 


’ XVI. Regarding the character of tho above named 
officers Captain Pemberton thus stated in the Annual Report 


of 1867. 


“ Moung Shwe Boo the Northern Myooke is a good 
“ Judicial Officer, worthy of advancement, he has also a good 
“ knowledge of Procedure.” 

<i The Tsifkay Moung Thadoway and Myooke Moung 
“ Shwb Boo invariably framed issues in the cases tried by 
“ them, the issues are generally correct and to the point ana 
“ their decisions clearly given.” 



N Abakan Sandoway 
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u The Southern Myooke Moung Kya Oung is old ; I 
“ can hardly say that he is efficient but he does hiB best.” 

18. From the 4 last Statements it will be observed 
that in the Subordinate District Cpurts 1639 suits were dis- 
posed of on trial during the year ; of them.the orders were 
appealed in 239 cases, or about 14 per cent, and in 78 in- 
stances (or one third) were reversed or modified ; a generally 
fair result. 


19. The following statement shows the Original cases 
in which the parties were personally present before the Court. 


'i 

Official Designation 

In which Plaintiff was 
personally present 
before the Court 

In which Defendant 
was personally pre- 
sent before the Court 

iii 

& 

H- H 

I * 1 

|| 

§ I 

4 a 

f 1 i • 
>2 

, Deputy Commissioner 
« Assistant Commissioner . 

2 , 1st class Extra Asst Commr ’s Coiut 
<5 2nd do do do 

3rd do do do 

a 

Total 

*4 ( Deputy Commissioner 

1 1st class Extra Asst Commr 'a Couit 
*3 ( 3id do do, do 

Total 

g ( Deputy Commissioner* 
g < 2nd class Extra Asst Commr ’s Couit 
g ( 3id do do do 

Total 

§ f Supt of Hill Tubes Northern Arakan 
g \ Assistant do do do 

^ Total 

106 

193 

201 

3 

4 

101 

261 

889 

356 

•• 

499 

108 

1,506 

• 

1 

34 

68 

35 

87 

1 

96 

226 


103 

122 

322 

* 

37 

44 

5 

9 

1 

145 

123*? 

15 

4 

81 

14 

269 

19 



2 

... * 




3 

- * ■ , 

• 

Grand total 

683 

244 

2,099 

19 

3 


» The above calls for no particular reipark. 
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statembnt.i. - 20. Detail of Statement No. I.” 


Appeals 

Original 
* suits. 

Miscellane- 
ous cases. 

Total. 

Pending 
Instituted . . 

• , • * 18 

I 236 

37 

3,046 

15 

2,170 

70 

5,452 

Disposed ot 

Total . 1 254 

. 244 

3,083 

3,045 

2,185 

2,158 

5,522 

5,447 

Pending ... 

i 10 

38 

27 

75 


• From the above ,it will be observed that of 254“ Appeals 
all but 10 were disposed of during the year. That of 3083 
Original Suits all but 38 were disposed of, and that of 2185 
Miscellaneous cases, there remained but 27 pending at the 
close of the year. 

In the last column it is shown that of 5522 Appeals, 
suits and cases pending for trial during the year, there re- 
mained but 75 undisposed of on the 1st January, which is 5 
moro than were pending on the 1st January 1868, but the in- 
crease is trifling, and calls for no particular remark. There 
was on 'the whole an increase of 614 in the number of Appeals, 
suits, and cases disposed of during the year compared with 
1867. 

21. An Abstract of Statement No. II for the year 
statement ii. under review compared with that of the 

previous year is given bolow. 
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to 


- 

Appeals. 

Suits. 


| 1867 

| 1868 

1867 | 1868 

I Suit 8 connected with immoveable 
property 

1 Houses ... 


c 

1 

H 

17 

2 Land... 

55 

48 


126 

3 Mortgages 

■ m 

3 

HI 

15 

4 Fisheries 

fc'.rv 

2 

mu 

* 2 

5 Inheritance 


10 

26 

23 

6 Othcncases ... ... * ... 

■H 

... 


46 

Total 

62 

64 

288 

229 

II Suits not connected with immove- 
able property 

1 Debt ... 

30 

48 

1,083 

1,584 

2 Damages for breach of contract or 
loss or injuiy to property 

10 

■ 

139 

219 

3 Damages for personal injuries and 
wiongs ... 

9 

m 

32 

n 

4 Marriage or Divorce ... 

22 

mEm 

213 

144 

5 Inheritance 

7 


60 

19 

6 Other cases 

117 

87 

1,055 ' 

780 

Total ... 

mm 

172 

2,588 

2,817 

Grand Total ... 

257 

236 

2,876 

3,046 


From the above it will be observed that 293 of the Ap- 
peals and Suits were connected with immoveable property, agd 
that 2989 wene not so connected. Of the latter 144 were con- 
nected wjth Marriage oi Divorce which is 69 less than ip 1867. 
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statement m. 22. Detail Statement No. III. 


( 

Rejected 

Decii 

Tk 

- 

*8^ . 
1*3 J 

Ph 

)ED OX 
[AL. 

-t ” — A «? 

® c 
® a? 

•g •g'S 

ifi 

hh«52 

Decreed Exparte. 

Compromised. 

Withdrawn or other- 
wise disposed of. 

Transferred. 

Total. 

Appeals 

* 

21 

79 

131 

2 

2 

7 

i 

2 

244 

Original Suits . . . 

71 

1201 

442 


1 

523 

... 

3045 

Miscellaneous Cases. 

* 

104? 

1000 

i i 

230 

m 

9 

352 

16 

2158 

Total . . . 

.196 

2280 1 

803 



885 

18 

5447; 


* 

• The above shews that of 244 Appeals, 79 only or about 
one third were disposed of in favor of Appellants, a result not 
unfavorable to the Officers whose orders were appealed 
against. 
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8tatemest iv. 23. An Abstract of Statement No. IV. 


• 

1867. 




1868. 

* 


Ap- 

pels. 

Origin- 
al Suits 

Miscellaneous 

Cases. 

peals. 

c 

Origin- 
al Suita 

Miscellaneous 
Cases. , 


1 

1 

£ 

Days. 

Months. 

& 

Q 

‘1 

l 

Months. 

Days. 

Months. 

Days. 

Months. 

1 

Commissioner’s ) 
Court. .. / 


11 

•• 

••• 

... 

i 

1 

► 

1 

7 

•• 



2 

Average of the ) 
Akyab District j 

1 

28 

... 

12 

... 

10 

I 

2 

5 


9 

• 

11 

„ * Eamree ) 
District. ... / 


4 

* 

IS 

• 

12 

i 

7 

4 

11 

• 

12 

„ Sandoway 1 i 
District. ... J 


17 


13 


12 


•I 

•• 

9 

... 

V 

„ Northern ) 
Arakan. ... j 

... 

i 

•• 

2 

3 

... 


• 

f 

• i 

i 


2 

... 

... 

Average of the \ 

im* Division. j 

— 

18 


26 


7 1 

~ 

17 ! 

I| 

7 


.6 


It will be observed that in the Commissioner’s Court the 
average duration of Appeals was 7 days ; in the preceding 
year it was 11 days. In Miscellaneous cases the average 
duration was. 2 days against 1 day in the previous year* 

II. In the Deputy Commissioner’s Court the average 
duration of Appeals was 2 months and 
akyab district. 5 days against 1 month and 28 'days in 

1867; in Original cases the average dur- 
ation of suits in this District was 9 days being 3 days leqp 
than in 1867 — and in Miscellaneous cases it was 11 days 
against 10. days in the previous year. 

- * The wo$k in this Distriot always heavy, has been excep- 
tionally so during the year as h&s been aheady shewn ; owing 
to some extent to the Deputy Commissioners absence on 2 a 
months’ leave : and further to a great increase of work due to 
damages in the District done by the Cyclone. 
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III. In the Deputy Commissioner’s Court the average 

duration of Appeals was 7 days agains$ 
rambbe district. .4 days in 1867. The average duration 
of original suits in this District was 11 
days being 7 days less than in the previous year, and in Mis- 
cellaneous cases it was 12 days which is tho same as the pre- 
vious year. 

IV. The average duration of Appeals in the Deputy 

sahdowat district Commissioner’^ Court was 0 days, being g 
days less than in the year 1867. In Origi- 
nal suits it was 9 days which is also A days less than in the 
previous year, and in* Miscellaneous cases it was 9 days 
which is an improvement of 3 days over that of the previous 
year. 

V. In Original suits the duration was but 2 days only. 

There were no Miscellaneous cases in this 
* Court of Northern Arakan. 

VI. The average duration of Appeals in the Division 
was 1 7 days which is an improvement of 1 day over that of 
1$67. In original suits it was 7 days which is an improve- 
ment of 19 days, and in Miscellaneous cases it was 6 days 
being 1 day less. 

VII. The total amount of value of Appeals, Original 
suits, and Miscellaneous cases was as follows: — 

1867 1868 .«* 

Of Appeals, 36,530 1 1 24,468 8 2 

Original Suits ... 199,916 14 3 -2,12,418 14 8 

Miscellaneous Cases ... 1 ,38,7 16 4 5 2,08,506 7 0 


Total 375,193 3 9 4,45,393 13 10 


The value of Stamps amounted to: — 

1867 

Bp>r Appeals 3,213 1 0 

Original Suits ... ... 17,860 1 0 

Miscellaneous Cases ... 1,130 6 0 


1868 

2,506 14 0 
23,268 1 0 

1,768 13 0 


Total Rupees 22,203 8 0 27,543 12. 0 


From the above it will be seen that the cost of Stamps 
amounted to about 10 per cent on the value of Appeals against 
8 per cent during the previous year. 



ABAKAN 1 PIVXSJON- 




In Original suits tbs cost of stamps was .nearly *1$ P«r 
cent against 8 in 1887. 

In Miscellaneous cases the cost of stamps -was 8 per 
cent which is the same as in the previous year. 

On the aggregate value of Appeals, Original Suits and 
Miscellaneous Cases the cost of Stamps amounted to 6 per 
cent against 5 in the previous year. ^ 

The costs of every description of suits disposed of includ- 
ing Stamps, Pleaders Fees Ac. &c. were : — 


For Appeals 
Original Suits 
Miscellaneous Cases 


1867 1868 ' 

4,400- 5- 4 3,886-18- 8 

29,68840- 0 35,127-18- S ' 

3,821- 9-10 3,866- 2- 3 - 


Total R-j 37,910- 9 3 


42,880- 1- 7 


v. 


In the Divisional Return submitted for the year 1867 
the costs of every description for Appeals disposed of were 
erroneously shown to be Rs. 3,400-5-4 instead of 4,400-5-4 as 
hero correctly shown. Instead of returning Rs. 3,026-0-19 
as costs of every description the* Deputy Commissioner 
Akyab has shown Rs. 2,026-0-10 and it was to this that the 
mistake was owing. Vide para 45 of the Deputy Commis- 
sioner’s Report. The Deputy Commissioner on being called 
upon to explain this error says — “ the error must have been 
a clerical error which I regret was overlooked at the time.” 


From the above it will be ota&rved that thorp was an 
increase in the costs of every description of suits disposed of „ 
under all the heads but Appeals. This is attributable to the 
increase in the number of Original Suits and Miscellaneous 
Cases and a decrease in the number of Appeals disposed of 
during the year under review, when compared with the 
previous year. * t 

24. This Statement shows the average duration ol Ap- * 
. peals. Suite and Miscellaneous Cases in the 
Courts of the Division and calls for no particular ». 
remarks. 1 > 


25. These Statements show the result of. Appeals and v 
2nd Appeals, . from all Courts of the Divi- 
sion and also call for no repoarks. 


STATEMENTS {.40. 
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26. 


STATEMENT D. 


27. 


STATEMENT £ 


This Statement shows the duration of all Civil 
Suits in each grade of Court in each District 
in the Division. 

Shows the proportion in which Appoals from each 
Grade of Court were decided, or otherwise 
dealt with. 


STATEMENT P. 


28. Shows Miscellaneous Cases under 
Section 22 of Act I o: 


29. The Register Books and Records of the Court of 
the Deputy Commissioner Akyab were inspected by mo in 
the month of May and those of the Deputy Commissioners’ of 
Ramree and Sandoway in December last. 

* I. With regard to the Registers and Records of the 
Commissioner’s Court much damage has been done by the 
Cyclone of November on account of the building having been 
unroofed and much damaged ; some of the Registers have not 
yet been found and the records arc still in considerable but 
unavoidable confusion. 


II. The Deputy Commissioner of Akyab says : "The 
, J I L1 , “ Registers are all properly kept, and 

hose of the Deputy Commissioner s 
“ Court monthly examined. The Subordinate Courts have 
" algo examined their’s as directed by the Deputy Cornmis- 
“ sioner. When the Deputy Commissioner visited the Dis- 
triet Courts, he found the Records Registers &c, generally 
kept in a satisfactory state. The report in detau on the 
«* examination of Registers and records will be submitted as 
«* directed after 31st March next.” 


“ The Civil Registers are filed and arranged up to 1867.” 


baxxEe district. 


III. The Deputy Commissioner 
of Ramree says : 


" The Registers of the different Courts are all kept up 
*' to date ; those of the Lower Courts have been inspected by 
** the Deputy Commissioner during the year ; and have been 
. “ neatly, clearly and carefully written, and are a credit to the 
u different writers of those Courts ; when any mistakes or 
?*' misunderstanding * wero detected or found to "exist they 
’** were pointed out or explained.” * 



ARAKIN DIVISION* * 4 % 

“ The Roisters of- the Courts were inspected by* the 
Deputy Commissioner as follows. ' , ^ 

“ Cheduba Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court id March 1868. 

“ Ramree do. do. March and October 

“ Aeng do. do. November. ■* 

“ Kyouk Phyoo do do Monthly. 

“ The Registers of the Deputy Commissioner’s Court 
“ were inspected by the Commissioner in March and Decent* 
“ ber 1868. 


U 

u 

iC 

ct 

u 


“ The Records have been arranged. Those selected for 
destruction have been Jburned after careful inspection by tfye 
Deputy Commissioner and in his presence. 


“ The record room is a masonry building and kept as 
neatly and orderly as well could be. 

“ The Commissioner was pleased to express his satisfac- 
tion on the occasion of his inspection on the 21st Decem- 
ber 1868:” 


IV. The Deputy Commissioner of Sandoway says 

“The Registers of the Court of the Extra Assistant 
“ Commissioner 2nd Class are kept up and in good order ; the 
“ writer has not personally examined the others.” 

“ The Records are filed up to 1868 ” 

30. The library books of the several Courts of the 

Division are in fair order and the Catalogue of all library 
books kept up. * ' > 

31. Registering of Deeds. 

I. With regard to the books for registering deeds the 
Deputy Commissioner of Akyab says : 

AKrAB district. “ Deeds were registered here by Ass is* 

“ tant Commissioner Mr. '-Hind, The 
books have been examined and found correctly kept, but as 
“ the Registration of deeds is not compulsory it is but Vribtn* 
“ par&tively small number that are registered. During 1868 
“ there were deeds registered in all as follows • 


“ Permanent Conveyance 

" Temporary do 

“ Bonds and other documents 

" Wills 

“ The fees amounted to 




AM/ 

8$, 

Rupees 3,4£ 


» 

vH 
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“ The Registers of Deeds of Naaf have been kept here (in 
“ Akyab), since Mr. Hunt left that Station — there were no 
“ entries in 1868.” 

II. The Deputy Commissioner of l^tatnree says : — "13 

> “ Deeds were registered this year, all 

xakbeb M 8 TRI 0 T. “ being permanent conveyance of land. 

• “ The increase in the number roistered 

“ this year is owing to instructions being given to the diflfor- 
“ ent Thoogyees to make no changes in the names of owners 
“ of land entered in their land assessment register without 
"getting orders from the Deputy •Commissioner to do so. 
“ This occasioned (any) purchasers of land to apply to have 
" their name entered as owner in the said Register, and when 
“ y^aid application was made they were advised to register the 
“ deed of sale and as the registry fee was small this advice 
“ was acted upon : — Years ago the late Major T. P. Sparks 
“ took great pains to have only the real owner 6f the land 
“ entered in the Thoogyee’s land assessment register which 
" being done he ordered no change to be made without the 
" permission of the Deputy Commissioner in those names ; 
" this excellent provision had fallen into disuse and accidently 
“ coming to know of it Captain Plant directed the old order 
“ to be again attended to, supplementing the same with the 
“ advice to register the deed of sale, this it is hoped will act 
" as the thin end of the wedge and show the people the great 
“ use and protective importance of registering deeds of con- 
“ veyance. 

III. The Deputy Commissioner of Sandoway says . 
“ There have been no deeds registered aur- 
“ ing the year, the only papers registered 

“ are two Powers of Attorney. I have examined the Regis- 
“ ter of Deeds (one Book has hitheito been kept for all, as 
** the entries are so few in number) and found it in good 
“ order.” 

The practice above described in the Ramree District’ is 
a good^one if it can be f carried out without annoyance to the 
people. It is to be noted that it is not pretended that entries 
m the Land Asgess&ent Rolls are thus constituted irrefrag- 
able evidence. * They are regarded in the Cou#s only as 
pyutod. facie good but not conclusive evidence. 


SAHDOWAX DJBTBIOT. 
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IV. The Commissioner has examined these ^Registers, 
and * one- or two trifling irregularities found in those of the 
Kamree and Sandoway Districts were pointed out. It is un- 
necessary to detail Here the remarks made. 

32. Pleaders of the Courts. * 

I. The Deputy Commissioner of Akyab reports, that 
there are 44 Pleaders at the different Courts, all 3rd Class 
Pleaders with one exception. 

IT. The Deputy Commissioner of Ramroe reports that 
there are 12 in his District. 


III. The Deputy Commissioner of Sandoway says: 

“Pleaders practising in the Courts are five in number %11 
“ 3rd Class.” 

The whole number is not vory large. It might be well 
to limit the number of Pleaders, but if men will qualify them- 
selves for Certificates by passing the prescribed periodical 
examinations it might be unjust to refuse them Certificates. 

33. There were no suits reported to have been preferr- 
ed during the year in which Government was a party. 


34. The Gazettes belonging to the several Courts of the 
Division have been reported to be properly filed.' 

* M 

35. The securities given by Nazirs have been revised 
and reported on as good and sufficient. 

36. With regard to the working of the Stamp A^ct the 
Depqty Commissioner of Sandoway says: “The new Stamp 
“ Act works well except that owing to the very large range 
“ in the denominations of Stamps required for plaints uniter, 

“ its operation there is p difficulty in at all times keeping' Up 
“ the supply at the remote Stations, and it has been i i^uhq, 

“ necessary sometimes to use two Stamps to make up the 
“ exact value. A portion of the decrease in the number and 
“ value of suits instituted this year may be due to tto 

“ hanced value of Stamps on plaints which only operated'OS a 
“ portion of last year, but I do not think it haw affected -Hti~ 

“ gatidn much. The Annual Returns ■ submitted >■ 

** contain all further information requisite and there is 1 hoth* 

“ ing in their contents to call for particular ’comment. ” , 
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37. -The Deputy Commissioners of Akyab and Kamree 
have not reported upon the Act specially. 

38. I have no reason for supposing' that the rates of 
Stamp charges are so high as to be unjustly prohibitive. 

The Act appears to work well and I have heard no com- 
plaint against it. Its financial results are fair. 


o 



REPORT 

OP THE 

SE8SI0NS JUDGE OF PEGU 

.For 1868. 


From Lieutenant CoL R. D. Arhaob, Commisaioner of Pegu, to the Secretary 
to the Chief Commissioner British Burma, Home Department, dated 
Rangoon, 20th April 1869. 

I have the honor to submit the Lojcal Annual Report on 
the Administration of Civil Justice, during the year igfi, in 
the several Courts in the Pegu Division of British Burma 
with Statements. 


The several District Reports came up as below noted, 


District 

Date of Report. 

Date of Receipt. 

Remarks.. 

Rangoon 

Bassein 

Myanoung 

Prome 

Toungoo 

Cantonment ) ... 
Small Cause f 

8th April 1869 
23rd Jany. „ 

16th Feby „ 

nth „ „ 

15th „ „ 1 

8th April 1869. 
28th Jany. „ 
9th March „ 
3rd „ 

28th Feby. „ 

16th „ „ 

* 


CIVIL JUSTICE. 

I. GENERAL AND INTRODUCTORY. , 


1. Tho machinery for the Administration of Civil Jus- 
tice relnained the same as in the' 

. Judicial Machinery. ■ 

previous year. , , 

The Town and Cantonment of Rangoon were presided' 
over by the Recorder. In the latter was maintained a Small 
Cause Court, under the Cantonment Magistrate who isJEat* 
Offieio Judge of the same. ” 
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The remainder of this Division was worked according’ to 
Act I of 1863, the Chief Commissioner taking up Special Ap- 
peals from the District Courts, where the Decree or the De- 
puty Commissioner ’confirmed that of the Court of Original 
instance and the Commissioner of the Division taking up _ as 
Provincial Judge, cases in whioh the Lower Courts decision 
had been,interfered with on first appeal. 


2. The Judges of the Provincial and District Courts 

The Judgea 4th, 6th end 6th Olauea. Were : 


Provincial Court of 


I. Of the 
Appeal. 

II. Of the District Courts viz:- 

Rangoon. 

Bassein. 

Myanoung. 

Pbome. 

ToyNGHoo. 


The Commissioner of Pegu, Lieut- 
Col. Ardagh. 

The Deputy Commissioners 
Captain M. Lloyd. 

H. W. Beddy Esqr. 

Major Hildebrand. 

} Captain Watson from 1st to 13th 
January. Captain Street from 13th 
January to end of year. 

Major McMahon. 


3. Courts of the 3rd Class were presided over by the 
The Court! of th. in, 2 nd end art following Assistant Commissioners 

and Extra Assistant Commissioners 

1st Class. 


Assistant Commissioners. 

Major W. Munro — Thayetmyo, Prome District. 

Captain C. O. L. Prendergast — Yandoon, Rangoon District. 

Mr. D. F, Lonsdale — Rangoon, Head Quarters. 

Mr. C. Phillips — Prome Town. 

Mr. St. John — Yayghin Mengyee, Myanoung District. 

Lieutenant H. A. Gower — Myanoung Town. 

Mr. C. Duke — Toungoo Town. 

Captain M. Furlong — Poungday, Prome District. 

Lieutenant Evanson — Rangoon, at Head Qnarters, Supernumerary As- 
sistant Commissioner. 

- Lieutenant Poole — Bassein Town.* 

Lieutenant Thorpe — Toungoo Town, Supernumerary Asst. Com-. 

.missioned * 

Ensign Butler — Promo Town, Supernumerary Assistant Commissioner. 
Extra Assistant Comm/Lssionei'e. 

Mr. Pei rer u — JjTga Theing Ghyong, Bassein District. 

Mqftmg Oon — Ppgu, Rangoon District. 

„ Na Gau— Donabyoo, Myanoung District. 
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Moung Kyau Doon — Henzadah, Myanoung District 

„ Shw& Bya — Bassein, Supernumerary Extra Assistant Commis- 

sioner, promoted lltn December. ^ 

„ Moung Snw& Bo— rPant&naw, Bassein District (since dead ) 

Besides the abo^e there were 2nd Class Courts as below . — 

Rangoon — none 

Myanoung Town— Moung Shwk Yeon 
Prome Town — Moung Kyaw Tsan Hla 
Prame, Mengdoon — Moung Tsouk 
Toungoo Town — Moung Ht me 

and 37 Courts of the 1st Class # 

4. The Court of Small Causes in Rangoon Cantonment 
Bangoon Oantonment Small Cans, was presided over by Captain W. G. 

O'™*- • Hughes Assistant Commissioner. 

5. The above were those in Office at the end of the 
year except where otherwise shown. 

6 From Statement No 1 will be seen the amount of 
work that has been got through by 
Work a«n« the above Officers jluring the year. 

The total is given thus — 


G ♦ 
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7. The total of Appeals in all the Appclfate Courts 

and 2nd Appeals instituted during 
♦ the year are more than thcfce of 1867, 
and exactly correspond in number with those of 1866. 

The Original suits are less by 480 than*those of tho pre- 
vious year, but the total number of proceedings of kinds 
worked off exceeded those of 1867 by 363. 

The state ol the pending file is rather more satisfactory 
thaw* shown in the Annual Return. There were only 292 
undecided on the 31st December. This number of pending 
cases divided among the Courts gives an average of say 4J 
cases to each Court. 

IT. — Provincial Court of- Appeals. 

The Appeals and 2nd Appeals. 

8. Of these there were no Regular Appeals ; all were 

Appeals and 2nd Appeals Commie- 2nd Appeals. 

Burner's Court 


The numbot instituted and decided was. 




*— 

i 

1 

1 


i 5 

i 

g 




i 

1 

1 i 

i £ i 

i 

A 

Yen 

1 

Instituted 

Total 

o 

1 

a> 

t 

1 ^ 

& 

Pending 

Value of 
disposed of 

Value of St 
m do 

Total cost 
do 

1807 

10 

36 

40 

i 

43 1 

J I 

3 

, 

7,231 

i # 

.j 

788 

1868 


50 

1 51 

i 1 

1 i 

8 

9,594 | 

1 

1,094 

1,409 

Incica&e 


14 




2,363 

254 ! 

621 


Each case on an average took 49 days to decide, being 5 
days more than the previous year. 

33 of the 50 appealed cases were Suits connected with 
immoveable proport' . 
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9. The proportion of confirmed to reversed cases was 


Pea alts of Aj>p^is. 

as below. 



1867 

* 


1868 

No. Per Cent. 


No. 

Per Cent. 

17 39.53 j 

f 1. Rejected and decided in favor ) 
[ of Respondent. ) 

27 

60.00 

20 . 46.51 j 

\ 2. Decided Exparte and ^ in favor of) 

i Appellant. * ^ j 

9 

20.00 

6 13.96 

3. Otherwise disposed of 

9 

20.00 

43 100.00 


45 

100.00 

The result is favorable to the Decrees of 

the 

District 


Courts. 

10. It will be observed that there wore more cases pend- 
, ing at the end of the year than in 

Preliminary hoaiings, Bern irks on. 18G7 

This with the average length of time taken to decide an 
Appeal case arises from the necessity of. perusing the judg- 
ment of the Court below — the Petition of Appeal and the 
whole or any part of the Record of the Original suit, in the 
presence of the Appellant, or of his constituted Agent. 

Now petitions of Appeal from the Districts (excepting 
Rangoon) are often, (I may say as a general rule,) sent up 
thr ough the post, ana the Appellant waits until he receives 
a notice to attend. He then comes up under Section 15 of 
Act I of 1863 to bo present at the preliminary hearing of his 
case. 

If in the course of this preliminary hearing the Court 
considers that the Appellant has made out a jri'imd facie case 
the Respondent has to be sent for. 

All ibis takes up much time, and from 6 weeks to two 
months, as an average in -disposing of a Case in Appeal is 
the result. 

If on the contrary Civil Appeals wore allowed to be dis- 
posed of in .the same way as Criminal Appeals, without re- 
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quiring the presence of the Appellant, the -time would be 
much reduced. This is a matter that deserves consideration. 
1 shall be well pleased to know if my view of the Law is 
overstrained. 

11. In respect to the valuation of Suits and the Stamp 
Costs thereon and how these have 
by am<mded . been affected by the operation of the 
amended Schedule B, the Stamp fees 
appear to have given ab6ut 2 per cent more than the previ- 
ous year, but then the Act was in force during some 9 months 
of that year. 

The values of the Suits also it is observed are very low, 
appeals being chiefly from decrees about scraps of landed 
property, which are not barred by the 18th Section of Act 
I of 1 863 or its corresponding Section in the Indian Civil 
Code. 


The re-distribution of the rates of duty has not con- 
sequently as far as the Commissioner’s Court is concerned 
damped the ardour of litigants in any way. 


Civil Miscellaneous 


12. The number of Civil Miscellaneous cases taken up 

in 1868, was only 40 to 89 of the 
4 previous year. The falling off is 
owing to the Miscellaneous file bding more restricted than 
before— and to subjects which formerly were made Miscella- 
neous proceedings of, being now taken up on the correspon- 
dence side. 


There was only 1 case pending at the close of the year. 
Ill District Courts. 


13, The work in the Deputy 
Commissioners’. Courts consists of 

1 . Appeals , 

2. Original Suits. 

3. Miscellaneous Cases. 
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14 . 

Appeals in finite. 

low : — 


Appeals. 

Appeals were preferred in the District Courts in 733 
♦ cases out of 11,813 Original Suits 

decided by the Lower Courts as be- 


District. 


Rangoon 

Bassein 

Myanoung 

Promo 

Toungoo 


Original Suits 
excluding De- 
puty Commis- 
sioners and 
Cantonment 
Magistrate. 


Appeals. 


Total. . 


1,980 

2,754 

2,760 

3,040 

1,207 


11,813 


91 

121 

139 

244 

138 


Per Centage ol* 
Appeals. 


4.74 

4.42 

5.01 

8.08 

10.90 


733 


0.20 


The Appeals in the Rangoon, Bassein and Myanoung 
Districts Avere beloAv the average, and in the tAvo frontier 
Districts above it. 

15.. The time taken to decide these cases averaged as 
beloAV : — 

1808. 

F alline 
off. 


1807. 


1808. 


Days. 


Days. 

Improvement. 

40 

Rangoon 

27 

13 

80 

Ba&ein 

71 

15 

209 

Myanoung . . . 

173 

30 

42 

Prome 

39 

3 

11 

Toungoo 

13 

, 


The duration in Toungoo notAvithstanding a trifling fal- 
ling off is satisfactory. In Rangoon and Prome there has been 
a sensible improvement ; the time is reasonable, although not 
remarkably shorb Bassein and Myanoung, (the latter espe- 
cially,) are still very much behind hand, although there has 
been evidently an endeavour to get over the cases more ra- 
pidly. 
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16. ]VIr. Beddy’s explanation is given in his report; it 
deserves acceptance. 

Bawem and Myanoxmg explanation. 


For the Deputy Commissioner Myanoung the excuse of 
overwork is again offered ; and this to a certain extent is cor- 
rect. * 


Major Hildebrand had been tasked beyond . his powers, 
and very shortly after the year, fairly broke down, and had to 
leave for England to recruit his health. 

Mr. JJeddy also I may remark has evidently found the 
strain of work too much and shows signs of fatigue. 

Not to mention Captain Street who has left after doing 
a very good year’s work. 

1 7. All the above are good officers each, according to 
his lights, and in weighing the work 
Effeot©£oTOTor * performed by them, it should be with, 

a full sense of the body and head labor each has had to strug- 
gle through, the amount of straw likewise each has had to 
make his bricks with, in all the various Departments they 
have had immediate control of. 


There is not one of the Deputy Commissioners I have 
worked with during the year, that I do not think worthy of 
special commendation; even Major McMahon of Toungoo, 
whose District though not yielding more Revenue than a mo- 
derately sized subdivision and with a corresponding amount 
of tusiness, in fact not more than sufficient to keep his hands 
full without distress, is yet of some size, and ^pquiriiig super- 
vision by an intelligent officer. 


1 8. From the Appeals decided by the Deputy Commis- 
_ , sioners, there were 50-2nd Appeals as 

wposaio n Appeals. above noted besides an arrear file 

ot 3 — 8 of these were pending at the end of the year. Of the re- 
maining, 45 belonged to the following Districts and were thus 
disposed of. 
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The proportion of cases confirmed to those rejected was, 
it will he seen as f to 

19. The proportion of cases decided in 2nd Appeal in 

Proportion of 2nd Appeal Cases to the Commissioner’s Court to the num- 

AppoSo in Biatriot Courts. her of cases instituted in the District 

Courts was 


In Rangoon 

Ba&sein 

Myanoung 

Prome 

Toungoo 

For the Division 6.14 per cent. 


18.18 per cent 
2.47 
3.59 
9.01 


2.17 


)> 


Original Suits. 


20/ Of Jtegular cases tried by the Deputy Commis- 
sioner there have been only two, one 
*■ in the Court of the Deputy Commis- 

sioner Rangoon and the other in that of the Deputy Commis- „ 
sioner Prome. 

The duration of these was 100 days in the former and 
82 in the latter. 

# 

The Cantonment Small Cause Court disposed of 236 of 
the Cases. 
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Captain Lloyd says that he does not think that so long 
as the Burmese can get speedy orders regarding their cases, 
they care much about arbitration ; that they would rather see 
their cases disposed of by our own regular Courts, and that it 
is only when delay takes place that the suitors consent to 
private arbitration. 

The Deputy Commissioner of Bassein on the contrary 
notes that there are hundreds and hundreds of cases, which 
never come before the Courts, but are settled by private arbi- 
tration. 

The parties agree to abide by the finding of a couple of 
Elders. It is done on the spot. The losing party pays down 
whatever the claim is against him and there is nothing more 
about it. 

The Prome Deputy Commissioner states, what I believe 
to be a fact, that there are few, either private individuals, or 
pleaders who understand the procedure in cases of suit to en- 
force award by private arbitration. His remarks on the par- 
tiality for arbitration in cases of Marriage, Divorce, or even 
debt are quite correct. . 


Major McMahon believes that there are many cases re- 
ferred to Arbitration that the Courts know nothing of. 

25. There is no doubt that besides the cases that come 
„ , , into Court for decision by the regu- 

Oommiasionert observations, . . ... , , T j • 

larly constituted Judges, there is a 
large (a very large I may say) amount of adjustment of dis- 
putes especially in land and in divorce cases by the aid of 
privately constituted arbitrators. Probably this may be 
owing in some measure as noticed in the*District reports to 
the desire to avoid the expense of Stamp paper, although the 
decisions are by no means given “ gratis” for the Arbitrators 
generally contrive to get for themselves a sum of money large 
or small as the case may be. 


Execution op Decrees. 


26 . 


The following table gives the number*lbf cases in 
' which suit was brought in the Mis- 
cellaneous fils, for Execution of 
Decrees passed by the Courts. 


Execution of Decrees. 
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DiSTKicrf. 

Execution 
sought for 

Rebooted. 

„ Total 

Property sold; 
under decree. 

1 

Persons in- 
carcerated. 

0 

1 

1 

Rangoon Cantmt. 

67 

1 

0 

1 

Rangoon 

402 

168 


285 

Bassein 

423 

228 


238 

Myanoung 

433 

312 


352 

Prome 

526 , 

264 


321 

Toungoo 

438 

110 

■■ 

131 


The difference between the cases in which execution was 
sought for and in which such was enforced is made up 
of 


1. Cases in which the claim has been satisfied before 
the warrant has been executed. 

2. Cases in which the such has been evaded. 

3. Pending Cases. 

Miscellaneous Suits. 

27. The Miscellaneous Suits were, 
kikmiiumoub Suit*. excluding those of the Commissioner’s 

Court. 


In 1867 


In 1868 

18 

Pending 

24 

2,380 

Instituted 

2,965 

2,348 

Total 

2,989 

2,324 

Disposed ot 

2,930 

24 

Pending 

59 


In the Returns the value of Miscellaneous, ‘and also of 
cages* appealed is given ; but the real test of the amount 
of value ofmroperty under litigation is what is to be found on 
the files oit^nginal Suits. 

* Appeals ahd Miscellaneous Cases as a general rule shew * 
portions of the same when the Courts are applied to more 
than once; though of course there are many exceptions to 
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this, such as in cases of succession to Estates ,* applications to 
administer .and the like which come before the Courts with- 
out any Regular Suit being filed. With this remark* the 
total value of the Miscellaneous file is Rs. 5, 31,996* 

It is endeavoured as much as possible to confine the 
Miscellaneous me within proper limits, and to admit on it 
only such cases as have a right to a place on it. 

Suits to which Government was a party. 

28. The Deputy Commissioner Bassein notices one — 

Suit, is which G0T*nu».st w» a “ Government in the D. P. W. Plain- 
ly- tiff. ’ 

Pleaders. 

29. The Pleaders of the Courts the Chief Commissioner 

is aware are divided into 3 classes. 

Those who chiefly plead in the interior and before the 
Assistant and Extra Assistant Commissioners are those of 
the 3rd Class, Burmese. 

They are subject to an examination before admissjon which 
should be a test of their qualification for the Certificate, but 
in many cases I fear that their study of the Law is but suf- 
ficient to scrape them through the examination, and that they 
do not afterwards keep up any small knowledge they may 
have acquired, so as to benefit their clients as well as them- 
selves. 


Registration of Deeds. 


District 4 . 

Permanent 

Conveyance. 

|*§ 

|| 

£ J 

General. 

1 

« 

TWL 

Rangoon 


407 

52 

3 

852 

Bassein 

23 

27 

11 

1 

62 

Myamoung 

12 

6 

53 

0 

71 

Promo 

Details 

not given. 


2 

171 - 



6 

13 

0 

38 


30. The Registrar of deeds at Rangoon is Mr. D. F. 
jugtatifttion «f Deeds. Lonsdale, Assistant Commissioner. 
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Registration Offices have been maintained in Bassein, at 
Bassein and Pantanaw. In Myanoung at Myanoung and 
Meneyee. In the last named there has been no Deed regis- 
tered though k was opened. 


At Pfbme Registers are kept in Prome and Thayetmyo. 
In Toungoo at the Head Quarters of the Deputy 
Commissioner. 


Examination of Books and Records. 

Those of the Deputy. Commissioners were exa- 
„„ , mined by the Commissioner of the 

Examination of Booka. Division except Toungoo. 


31. 


Such remarks as were necessary to make were made for 
guidance, but generally the books were properly kept up. 

The Examination of the Registers of the Subordinate 
grades of Courts was as will be found in the Deputy Commis- 
sioners’ reports. 

Supplementary Reports have been called for from the 
Deputy Commissioners of Rangoon and Toungoo. 


CoNCLUDiNd Remarks. 


32. Section I 

Hotioesadefeotto the Procedure Code 
having been pointed out. 

tions I and II. 


of Act 1, 1§63 (vide the first part of 
Section 6 of Act VIII of 1859) was 
amended by Act XXIV of 1 863, Sec- 


It has been pointed out that the law as it thus stands 
is an inconvenience and clogs the working of the Courts. It 
will have to be amended. . 


Notice of Officers. 


33. - All the Deputy Commissioners are entitled to my 
acknowledgments for the manner in 
offlow* eommen tod. which they have performed their 

Civil duties, as also is Major Munro the Assistant Commis- 
sioner at Thayetmyo, the senior of those working in the 
Division. 
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Lieut. Gower Assistant Commissioner of Myanoung had 
the drawing up of the Civil Report of his District as in charge 
of current duties. He is also noticed very favorably, as is 
also Moung Kyau Doon Extra Assistant Commissioner 1st 
Class at Henzad£jh. * 

Finis. 

34. The favorable receipt by the Chief Commissioner 
■ w., 1 . of this report and of those submitted 

• by the Deputy Commissioners and 
Cantonment Small Cause Court Judge is desired. 



REPORT 


OP THE 

SESSIONS JUDGE OF TENASSERIM 

* For 1868. 

SECTION II. 

The following Statements are submitted with this Report: — 

1. — Statement of Suits of every description instituted, dispos- 

ed of, and pending. 

2. — Classification of Appeals and Original Suits instituted. 

3. — Detail of disposal of Suitf. 

4. — Supplementary Return showing duration of cases, value 

of Suits, Stamps and Costs. 

A. — Statement of average duration of Suits. 

B. — Statement showing the result of Appeals and Second 

Appeals. 

C. — Statement shewing the result of Appeals from each grade 

of Courts. 

D. — Statement shewing the duration of Civil Cases. 

E. — Statement shewing the proportion of Appeals decided or 

otherwise disposed of. 

• 

F. — Detailed Statement of Miscellaneous Cases instituted, 

disposed of, and pending. 
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2. The following table shews the state of the pending 
Cases on the Regular files on the 1st January 1868, and 1st 
January 1869: — 


Districts 

• 

Designation. 

K 


Pending on 1st 
January 1809. 

% 

Original 

Suits. 

Total. 

1 

h 

Total 

' 

|| 

f{ 

t{ 

itj 

M 

Commissioner’s Court .... •. 

1 Deputy Commissioner’s Court 

3 Assistant Commissioners’ Court 

I Extra Abst. Commissioner’s Court 1st Class 

I I Do. „ 3rd Class 

Total 

1 Deputy Commissioner’s Court 

1 Extra Asst. Commissioner’s Court 2nd Class 
3 Do. „ 3rd Class.. .. 

Total 

1 Deputy Commissioner’s Court!^ 

2 


2 

1 

■ 

Pi 

28 

8 

28 

8 

3 

3 

1 


50 

i 

50 


m 


28 

04 

92 

3 

m 

82 

6 

4 

0 

4 

15 

20 

2 

15 

26 

2 

0 

4 

13 

15 

28 

43 



1 




1 Extra Assistant Commissioner’s 2nd Clasb 
3 Do. „ 3rd Class 

Total 

























! 

1 Deputy Commissioner’s Court 

2 Assistant Commissioner’s Court 

1 Extra Asbistaut Commissioner’s Court 







12 

4 

12 

4 

10 

2 

10 

2 

5 Do. „ 3rd Clast 

Total 

Abstract . 

1 Commissioner’s Court 

4 Deputy Commissioners’ Courts 

6 Assistant Commissioners’ Courts 

4 Ex. Asst. Commissioners’ 1st and 2nd Classes 
22 Do. „ 3rd Class 

Grand Total 

¥ 

Increase 

Decrease 


11 

11 


2 

2 

12 

15 

27 

IB 

4 

14 

2 

46 

1 

1 

28 

5 

26 

80 

28 

5 

28 

80 

48 

83 

131 

Oil 

m 

139 




20 

28 

8 
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shewing on the whole an increase of 28 Original suits and a' 
decrease of 20 Appeals pending on the 1st January 1869. 

3. In the Court of the Commissioner Tenasserim Divi- 
sion there were no Appeals pending at the close of the year. 

4. In the Courts of Amherst District there was a de- 

crease of 25 Appeals pending in the 
A “ h "** * Deputy Commissioner’s Court, and an 

increase ofl5in Original suits in the Assistants and Extra 'As- 
sistant Commissioners’ Courts. The increase in Original suits 
does not appear excessive with regard to the number of suits 
instituted during the yean under review. 

5. In the Tavoy District there was on the whole an 

increase of 33 cases vi£., 9 Appeals and . 
T»voy tnct. 24 Original suits in the number pend- 

ing. The increase of 9 Appeals in the Deputy Commissioner’s 
Court is owing to a larger number of cases having been insti- 
tuted in the last month of the year viz., 14 cases, whereas in 
December 1867 only 5 cases were instituted. The increase 
of 24 Original suits pending before the 2nd and 3rd Cla.^s 
Extra Assistant Commissioners, is attributed to some of tho 
oldest cases being improperly l^pt pending for evidence. 

6. Tn the Mergui District no Original suits or Appeals 

wore pending at the close of either 

Margin District. * y ear . 

7. In the Shwfc-Gyeen District there was a decrease 

of 13 pending cases at the close of 
shwe-Gyeen atnot. the year viz., 2 in Appeals, and 11 in 

Original suits. - 

8. The number of Original suits and Appeals instituted 
during the past two years is given below. 


Mergtu Distnot. 


I 
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shewing, an increase for the Division ’of 39 Appeals and 253 
Origins suits or a total increase of 292 cases in the year of 
report. * ■ 

9. In the Commissioner’s Court there was an increase 

of 8 cases in the number of Second Appeals preferred from the 
orders of Lower Appellate Courts during the year under re- 
view. There were no Regular Appeals instituted during the 
year from the Court of any of the Deputy Commissioners of 
this Division. ♦ 

10. In the Amherst District there was an increase of 

. ^ 17 Appeals instituted in the Court of the 

k Deputy Commissioner, and an increase 

of 89 Original suits in the District Courts as compared with 
the previous year. The large increase in Original suits is 
owing to there having been no Extra Assistant Commission- 
er’s Court in Thatone Township during the greater part of 
1867, the name of the Oflg. Extra Assistant Commissioner 
not having appeared in the Gazette. 

11. In the Tavoy District the return gives an increase 

_ of 96 cases instituted during the year 

‘J 07 under review, of which 1 8 were Ap- 

peals before the Deputy Commissioner and 78 Original suits 
before the Extra Assistant Commissioners 2nd and 3rd 
classes. The increase in Original suits is chiefly in the Court 
of the Extra Assistant Commissioner 2nd class of Tavoy 
Town. 

12. In the Mergui District there is an increase of 8 

Original suits and a decrease of 24 
tnot ’ cases in Appeal as compared with the 

previous year. 

13. In the Shwfe-Gyeen District the return shews an 

^ increase ef 20 Appeals, and 78 Original 

Shwe-Gjwu Dutriot. suits. With reference thereto the De- 
puty Commissioner states as follows : “ The large increase 

“ in the number of Appeals is attributable to the fact that at 
“ the commencement of the year it was found necessary by 
“ the new Judge to reverse a few decisions of the Lower 
“ Courts — this doubtless gave slight encouragement to the 
“ losers of suits in the Lower Courts.” 


Mogul Diatnot. 


Shwe-Gyeen District. 
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14. The number of Appeals and Original suits* decided 
on trial and finally disposed of in the years 1867 and 1868 is 
as follows : — » 


Designation. 


1867. 


Appeals. 


Original 

suits. 




1808. 




rs 


>*s' 




.!{ 

!{ 


I 


Commissioner’s Court, 

.1 Deputy Commas. Court, 

|3 Asst. Commissioners' Court, 

I Ex. Asst. Commr. 1st Class,] 

II Ditto 3rd Class, 

Total, 

1 Deputy Coiuinr's. ( ^ourt, 
l Ex. Asst. Commr. 2nd Class,] 
]3 * Ditto 3rd Class,] 

Total, 

1 Deputy Commas. Court, 

1 Ex. Asst. Commr. 2nd Class,] 

3 Ditto 3rd Class,] 

Total, 

1 Deputy Commr’s. Court, 

2 Asst. Commissioners* Courts,] 

1 Ex. Asst. Commr. 2nd Class, 
|5 Ditto 3rd Class,] 

Total, 

Abstract . 

1 Commissioner's Court, 

4 Deputy Commrs.* Court, 

0 Assistant Commrs.’ do ( 
4 Ex. Asst. Commr. 1st & 2d Class] 
22 Ditto 3rd Class, 

Grand Total, 

Increase, 


18 


57 


57 


108 


108] 

77] 


77 


70 


70 


18 

312 


330 


22 


30 


76 


2 

21 


«2 

26 


112 


139 


7fl 


636 

659 


878 


906 


112 


139 


109 


1 

203| 

261 


1 

2471 

290 


117 


123 


109 


465] 


538 


117 


123 


80 


428 

139 


1 

5391 

149 


56 


56 


80 


567 


689 


56 


56 


79 


l! 

30 

217 

307 


2 

46 

337 

529 


95 


108 


79 


555 


914 


95 


108 


22 

344 


4 

51 

848 

1,343 


6 

72 

1,123 

1,846 


23 

380 


30 

426 


366i 


2,246 


3,047 


403 


456 


73 


90 


1 

18 

2 

674 


695 


209] 

271 


480 


1 

22 

6 

944 

973 


273 

307 

580 


431 

161 


592 


1 

16 

218 

423 


6581 


34 

860 

1,529 


2,425 


179 


530 

167 

697 

1 

20 

305 

667 

*093 


2 

42 

1,114 

2,085 

3^243 

19 
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shelving an increase of 292 case's " decided on trial” and 296 
"finally disposed of/' At the end of the year 1868 there % 
were no cases pending above one year in any of the Courts in 
this Division. 

15. In the Divisional Court of the Commissioner the 
Statement shews an increase of 5 Appeal Cases " decided on 
trial ” and 8 cases “ finally disposed of.” 

16. In the Amherst District Courts it will be observed 

. . from the return that there ’was an 

' mt ' * increase of 55 Appeals in the number 

"decided on trial" and* 63 "finally disposed of” and an 
increase of 36 Original suits “decided on trial "and 6 7 “finally 
disposed of”, which is satisfactory. 

1 7. In the District of Tavoy there has been an 'increase 

_ of 24 cases in the number “decided 

»Toy tnot. on trial, viz 9 Appeals 15 Original suits 

and 56 cases finally disposed of, ofwhich 14 were Appeals and 42 
Original suits 

18. In the Courts of the Mergui District it will be 

„ seen that there was a decrease of 21 

“ 8<u * tr “ t ' appeals " decided on trial ” and 24 

"finally disposed of” and an increase of 25 Original suits in 
the number " decided on trial ” and 8 " finally disposed of." 

19. In the Shwfe-Gyeen District the Statement shews 

. „ _ an increase of 25 Appeals and 103 

we- yeen t. Original suits "decided on trial” and 

29 Appeals and 79 Original suits “finally disposed of.” 
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20. The state of the Miscellaneous Files was on 1st 
January 1868 and 1st January 1869 as follows: — 


Districts 


Amherst.. 


Designation. 


Commissioner’s Court. 


1 Deputy Commissioner’s Court 

3 Assistant Commissioners’ Courts 

1 Extra Assistant Commissioner’s 1st Class... 
1 1 do. do. * do. 3rd 


Tavoy. 


Deputy Commissioner’s Court 

Extra Assistant Commissioner’s 2nd Class... 
do. db. do. 3rd .. ... 


f 1 Deputy Commissioner’s Court 

Mergui 4 1 Extra Assistant Commissioners’ 2nd Class... 

1 3 do. do. do. 3rd .. 


Shw6-Gycen 


Deputy Commissioner’s Court 

Assistant Commissioners’ Courts 

Extra Assistant Commissioner’s 2nd Class., 
do. do, do. 3rd „ 


TenasserinS 
Division. . 


ABSTRACT. 

1 Commissioner’s Court 

4 Deputy Commissioners* Courts 

6 Assistant Commissioners* Courts “ 

4 Extra Assistant Commissioners’ 1st and 2nd 

Class 

22 do. do. do. 3rd Class... 

Grand Total 
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21. The above shews an inerease of 30 cases in the 
number pending at the dose of 1868. 

22 There were no cases pending in the Commis- 
sioner’s Court ; there were none also in the Courts of Tavoy 
and Meigui Districts. • 

23. In the Courts of Amherst District there was an 
increase of 27 Miscellaneous cases pending on the 1st Janua- 
ry 1869. 

24. In the Shwb Gyeen District 3 cases were pending 
on the Miscellaneous file on the last mentioned date. 

28. The following Statement gives the number of 
Miscellaneous cases instituted, and disposed of in the years 
1867 and 1868 ; as also the number of cases above one year’s 
standing at the close of those years respectively. 
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$ 


r{ 


!{ 


O . 


£ 

go 


Designation. 


Commissioner . 


M. L/U]JUUr vywaiuuooivuvL 

3 Asst. Commissioners . 

. 1 Extra do. 1st c] 

|ll do. do. 3d cl 

Total. 


do. 


do. 


3d class. 
Total 


1 Deputy Commissioner .... 
1 Ex. A. Commr. 2d class.. 
3 Do. do. 3d class. 

Total . . 

1 Deputy Commissioner .... 

2 Asst., Commissioners 

1 Ex. A. Commr., 2d class. 
5 Do. do. 3d class. 


Total. 


Abstract. 


Commissioner 

4 Deputy Commissioners... 

5 Asst., Commissioners 

3 Extra Asst. Commr., lstj 

and 2nd class 

1 22 Do. do. 3rd class. 

Grand Total 

Decrease 


1867 

. 

1868 



Instituted. 

Decided on their 
merits. 

Finally disposed 
of. 

Pending above one 
year. 

1 

Decided on their 
merits. 

Finally disposed 
o£ 

Pending above one 

year. 

135 

135 

135 

... 

77 

61 

77 

... 

506 

441 

607 


445 

371 

443 



39 

24 

U gl 

... 

30 

14 

28 

• 

• 

310 

252 

304 

... 

427 

272 

404 

• 

• 

854 

717 

851 

... 

' 902 

667 

875 

... 

656 

629 

656 



42 

35 

42 

.. 

. 

479 

459 

479 


97 

92 

97 

.. 

. 

475 

461 

475 


58 

56 

58 


♦ 

1,610 

1,519 

1,610 

... 

197 

183 

197 


258 

234 

258 


197 

141 

197 



1 409 

384 

409 

. . . 

475 

441 

475 

.. 


67 

65 

67 


126 

125 

126 



734 

683 

734 


798 

707 

798 

. * * * 

4 

4 

4 


18 

14 

18 

( # 

9 

16 

15 

16 


12 

8 

10 


. 

51 

38 

51 

• w 

19 

10 

19 

.. 


115 

75 

118 


189 

151 

188 



186 

132 

189 


238 

183 

235 


1 

i 

135 

135 

135 


77 

61 

77 



1,423 

1,308 

1.425 

. . . 

702 

661 

700 

.. 

. 

55 

39 

l 66 

... 

42 

22 

38 

•• 


93: 

881 

939 


591 

543 

591 

. . 


oe 1 ; 

853 

064 


800 

604 

776 

-• 


3,510 

3,216 

3,51<, 


j 2,212 

1,791 

2,1*5 



... 

... 


1,307 

1,425 

1,337 



26 The above shews a large decrease of 1,307^ Miscel- 
laneous cases instituted, 1,425 in the number decided on trial, 
and 1,337 in the number finally disposed of ;the decrease is 
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chiefly in the Tavoy District which is explained by the De- 
puty Commissioner as follows ': — 

"The large decrease is caused by Petitions of all kinds 
"having wrongly been classed as Miscellaneous cases in former 
"years. The previous years annual papers were signed and 
"submitted by me, but as I only assumed charge of this Dis- 
trict in this middle of December 1867, and did not discover 
“the error at that time.” 

27. Colonel D. Brown was Commissioner of this Di- 
vision from 1st January to 10th February 1868. 

28. Lieutenant Colonel E. M. Ryan was Officiating 
Commissioner from 11th February to 316t December 1868. 

29. The following Statement exhibits the number and 
result of Appeals disposed of by the Commissioner during the 
year from the orders of the Deputy Commissioners. 
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80. There was only one Regular Appeal, pending from 
last year, tried during the year, in which the decision 
of the Deputy Commissioner was set aside, and the case re- 
manded for re-trial. 

31. Out ftf 29 Second Appeals (including one pending 
from 1867) preferred from the appeal decisions of the Deputy 
Commissioners, 18 w§re confirmed, 4 reversed 01 modified, 
1 rejected, and 6 struck off in default, or otherwise disposed 
of. The Commissioner considers that the result of Second 
Appeals is creditable to all the officers concerned. 

32. The following officers hav6 presided over the Civil 
Courts in the several Districts of this Division during the 
year of report, 

AMHERST DISTRICT. 

33. Captain H. A. Browne, Deputy Commissioner, the 
whole year. 

TAVOY DISTRICT 

34. Lieut. Colonel G. Faithfull, Deputy Commissioner, 
throughout the year. 

MERCilTI DISTRICT. 

35. Mr. T. Shepherd, Deputy Commissioner, the whole 

year. 

SHWE CYEEN DISTRICT. 

36. Captain G. A. Strover, Dephty Commissioner from 
1st to 6th January. 

Mr. C. J. F. S. Forbes from 7th January to 6th Fe- 
bruary 1868. 

Captain C. E. Watson, Deputy Commissioner, from 7th 
February to the end of the year. 
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37. The following table gives the number and result 
of Appeals disposed of, by the above officers during the year 
under review. 


^By Court of. 

* 

* . - 1 

Appeals for trial 
in 1868. 

i 1 

8 

1 

Jb 

^No. reversed or 
modified. • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

h 

g* 

Pending. 

• 

Deputy Commissioner Amherst 

Do. do. Tavoy 

1 

142 

45 

67 

: 

20 

7 

3 

138 

63 

54 

6 

. . . 

15 

Do. do. Mergui 

Do. do Shwh-Gyeen ... 

56 

35 

21 

. . 


... 

... 

118 

56 

39 


5 

1 8 


Total 

454 

199 

181 

31 

15 

28 


38. The above table shews that in Amherst District 
there were 1 42* Appeal cases for disposal by the Deputy 
Commissioner during the year, out of which 65 or 45 . 8 per 
cent were confirmed including rejected cases, 67 or 47.2 per 
cent reversed or modified, 7 otherwise disposed of, and 3 pond- 
ing at the close of the year. The result is notj favorable to 
the Officers concerned. 

39. Captain Browne in his report makes the follow ing 

. _ . ^ comparison of the manner in which 

**** cU the Appeal cases in his Court were 

disposed of ; 

“ The rejected cases are those in which the Appeal was 
“ dismissed, on perusal of the petition of appeal and the 
“ proceedings of the Lower Court without calling the respon- 
u dent. The number of such cases has increased from 12 in 
“ 1867, tb 20 in 1868. The number of cases under tho next 
“ head i. e. cases decided in favor of Appellant in which the 
u decision of the lower Court was reversed modified or 
“ amended shews a result unfavourable to the lower Courts 
“ during the past year. In 1867 30 cases out of 76 or 89 
“ per cent were decided in favor of appellant, whilst in 1868 
" 67 cases out of 139 or 41 per cent were so decided. Out 
“ of the 67 cases decided in 1868 in favor of appellant, in 15 
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“ cases the decisions of the Lower Court were modified, and 
"in 14 cases amended leaving a balance of 30 cases only in 
“ which the decisions of the lower Courts .were absolutely 
“ reversed. Among the 30 cases in which the lower Courts 
“ decisions were absolutely reversed, there were 16 cases in 
“ which the lower Courts were found to have disposed of the 
■ “ cases on preliminary points and which were therefore re- 
“ manded for new trial under Section 35 1 of the Civil Procedure 
“ Code. In 12 cases it was found necessary to send the 
“ cases back to the lower Court for re-trial and ultimate 
“ decision by the Appellate Court under ^Section 354 Civil 
“ Procedure Code, on account of the lower Court having 
“ omitted to raise the necessary issues.” 

40. Before the Deputy Commissioner of Tavoy District 

tavoy dibtbiot. there were 138 appeals for trial of 

which 63 were confirmed, 54 reversed 
or modified, 6 rejected, and 15 pending at the close of the 
year, a result not so satisfactory as last year. The Deputy 
Commissioner of Tavoy remarks— -“In the Court of the 2nd 
“Class Extra Assistant Commissioner, the proportion of con- 
“firmation is considerably smaller and of reversal larger to 
“the total of cases decided than in the previous year. This 
“Court takes cognizance of cases arising within the Town 
“limits, many of which are of a more intricate nature than 
“those tried in the rural Courts.” 

41. In the Mergui District the return shows 56 Appeals 

KEBeui DIBTBIOT. for trial by the Court of the Deputy 

Commissioner, of these 35 or 62.5 
per cent were confirmed, and 21 or 37. 5 per cent'reversed or 
modified. The result is satisfactory. 

42. The number of Regular- Appeals before the Deputy 
SHWE-GTEHTDianuoT. Commissioner of Shwfe-Gyeen was 118, 

or 27 more than the previous year, of 
these 118 cases 61 or 51.7 per cent were confirmed including re- 
jected cases, 39 or 33.0 per cent reversed or modified, 8 other- 
wise disposed of, and 10 pending at the end of the year. 
The result is favorable to the Subordinate Courts. 

43. The Assistant and Extra Assistant Commissioners 
itt charge of Sub-divisions were as follows: — 
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AMHERST DISTRICT, 

TTWAT> QUARTER MAULMAIN. 

44. Mr. G. E. Barr, Assistant Commissioner 2nd class 
throughout the year. 

AMHERST SUB-DIVISION. 

45. Captain G. E. Fryer, Assistant Commissioner 2nd 
class was appointed to this Sub-division siifbe the 27th Sep- 
tember 1868. 

MARTABAN SUB-DIVISION. 

46. Mr. C. J. F. S. Forbes, Assistant Commissioner 
3rd class the whole year. 

KAUKARIT SUB-DIVISION. 

47. Moung Byaw, Extra Assistant Commissioner 1st 
class, the whole year. 

TAVOY DISTRICT: 

48. Moung Shwfe Kyee, Extra Assistant Commissioner 
2nd class, for the whole year. 

MERGUI DISTRICT: 

49. Moung Shwb Bo, Extra Assistant Commissioner 
2nd class, for the whole year. 

SHWE-GYEEW DISTRICT, 

YOONZALEEN SUB-DIVISION: 

50. Mr. H. Buckle, Assistant Commissioner 3rd class, 
throughout the year. 

SITTANG SUB-DIVISION: 

51. Mr. A. Hough, Assistant Commissioner 3rd class, 
throughout the year. 

SHWE-GYEEN TOWN: 

52. Moung Shwb Nyaing, Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioner 2nd class, for the whole year. - 

53. The following return will show the total number 
of suits disposed of by the above officers, the number of Appeals 
preferred from their decisions and the result of the Appeals 
decided during the year. 
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« District and Court of 


AMHERST DISTRICT 
Assistant Commissioner, Maulmain, 


do. 

do. 

Martaban 

Subdivision, 

do. 

do. 

Amherst 

a 

Extra 

do. 

Kaukarit 

M 


Total, 

TAVOY DISTRICT. 

Extra Assistant Commissioner 2nd class Tavoy, .. 
MERO UI DISTRICT. 

Extra Assistant Commissioner 2nd class Mcrgui,... 

SIIWE OYEEN DISTRICT 

Assistant Commissioner Yoonzaleen subdivision, 
do. do. - Sittang “ 

Extra do. Shwd-Gyeen, u 

Total, 
Grand Total, 



> 54. There were 6 Appeals from the decisions of the 
Assistant Commissioner, Maulmain ; of these 3 were con- 
firmed, and"3 reversed or modified. There have been no 
Appeals' from the decisions of Assistant Commissioner Tha- 
tone and Extra Assistant Commissioner 1st Class Kaukarit 
during the year. 

55, The Court of the Assistant Commissioner Amherst 
Sub-division established on 22nd September 1868 has had no 
Civil bases in consequence of not having been invested with 

powers under Section I Act XXV of 1863. 

% *, 
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56. The Deputy Commissioner in his report makes the 
following remarks on the qualifications of the subordinate 
officers under him: 

“ Messrs. Barr and Forbes are both excellent Ju dicial 
“ Officers. Mr. Barr is most precise and careful and has a 
“ great experience. Captain Fryer as already noticed has 
“ had no* Civil Judicial Work, in consequence of not having 
“ been invested with minor powers. Extra ’‘Assistant Com- 
“ missioner 1st Class Moung Byaw is unused to Judicial 
“ Work and too old to learn.” 

a 

57. The Extra Assistant Commissioner of Tavoy, Moung 
Shwb Kyee, disposed of 273 cases on trial during the year, 
47 Appeals were preferred from his orders,21 of which were 
confirmed including rejected cases, and 22 -reversed or mod- 
ified, which is not a good result. The Deputy Commission- 
er of Tavoy reports: — " The Extra Assistant Commissioner 
“ Moung Shwb Kyee has much improved the procedure of 
“ his Court, under instructions given from time to time by 
“ myself and has given me good assistance in conducting en- 
“ quiries in miscellaneous cases.” 

58. Of 530 cases disposed of by Moung Shwb Bo, Ex- 
tra Assistant Commissioner of Mergui, 42 were appealed, of 
these 27 were confirmed and 1 5 reversed or modified. The 
result is creditable. The Deputy Commissioner in his re- 
port remarked that this officer has conducted the duties of 
his Court with fairness, and to the best of bis abilities. 

59. In the Shwe-Gyeen District there were 20 cases 
disposed of by the Assistant Commissioners and 305 by the 
Extra Assistant Commissioner, Shw& Gyeen, making a total 
of 325 cases, out of which 31 cases were appealed, of these 
17 were confirmed including rejected appeals, 9 reversed or 
modified, 2 otherwise disposed of, and 3 remained pending 
at the close of the year. 

60. The Statement given below exhibits the total num- 
ber of cases disposed of by the Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioners of the 3rd Class, the number of appeals preferred from 
their decisions, and the result of the appeals disposed of m 
1868: — 



Shwd Gyeen. Mergni. Tavoy. Amher st 
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# 

.a 

•8 



Appeals. 


i 


t 




jj 


i 

Courts of 



§3 


J* 




m 

a 

i 

1 

1 

! 

f s 


© 

! 



1 ^ 

1 



© 

M 

s 


Ex. Asst. Commr. Zeoh Township. 

195 

# 31 

1] 

17 

C 

) 

2 

3 

Do 

Beeloogyoon Do. 

Gyne Attaran Do. 

166 

44 

12 

20 

9 

3 


Do 

61 

8 

1 

7 


1 


Do 

Gyne Salween Do. 

72 

7 


2 

1 



Do 

Hline Dwai Do. 

37 

a 

2 

1 




Do 

Toungyeen Houngdraw 
Wagroo Amherst 

61 


i 




Do 

IK) 

7 

1 

5 

1 



Do 

Yea Laniyue Do. 

GO 

3 

1 

2 




Do 

Martaban Do. 

91 

15 

6 

G 

2 

i 


Do 

Thatone Do. 

88 

4 

2 

1 

1 



Do 

Phagat Do. 

23 

5 

2 

3 










Total 

914 

136 

42 

64 

20 

7 

3 

f Do 

N. E. Division 

67 

29 

14 

9 

2 


4 

{ Do 

S. E. Do. 

12H 

38 

19 

13 

1 


5 

l Do 

Western Do. 

112 

24 

11 

10 

1 


2 





» 


Total 

307 

m 

44 

1 32 

4 


11 






f Do 

Palaw Township 
Tenasseriin Do. 

90 

9 

5 

4 




Do 

45 

5 

3 

2 




l Do 

Lenya Do. 

32. 













# Total 

167 

14 

8 

6 

1 




1 


r Do 

Kyouk Kyco Township 
ShwdGyoeu Do. 

Sittang Do. 

lieeling & Kykehto do. 

135 

18 

3 

8 . 

| 


7 

Do 

77 

.12 

8 

r 

1 

3 


1 'Do 

173 

27 

13 

14 


Do 

252 

30 

17 

8 

2 

3 


Do 

Yoonzaleen Do. 

30. 











mt 





* Total . ... 

667 

87 

41 

30 

3 

6 

7 


Grand Total ... 2 

085 

328 

135 

132 

27 

13 

21 
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61. Tho number of Extra Assistant Commissioners of 
3rd Class was the same as the year previous, viz 22. These 
Officers ffave disposed of 2,085 Original cases during the year, 
out of this number, 328 cases were appealed; 162 or 49.4 per 
cent were confirmed, including rejected cases ; # 132 dr 40.3 per 
cent were reversed or modified; 13 otherwise ’disposed of and 
21 pending at the close of the year under review. 

<62. The Deputy Comttiissioner of Amherst District 
makes the following remarks qn the Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioners 3rd Class under him - 

“ Moung Shwd Ee,. is the hardest worked of the Extra 
“ Assistant Commissioners 3rd Class. lie attempts to do 
“ substantial justice but generally in a very blundering man- 
“ ner ; as remarked before he is nearly past work. He cannot 
“ write the records of his cases himself. Moung Bho is a young 
“ Officer ; he is attentive and will probably improve. His 
“ handwriting is almost illegible and his appeal cases conse- 
“ quently gave much trouble to the Deputy Commissioner. 
“ Moung Doot is extremely dilatory and inefficient. Moung 
“ Tai Hlaw is a very intelligent man. Moung Ee is quite past 
“ Judicial work if he ever was capable of doing any properly. 
“ He has boon recommended for a pension. Moung Khyaik 
had intelligence, but was dilatory as well as arbitrary and 
“ unjust, and was suspended in October 1868. " His officiat- 
,e ing successor Mqpng Tshoung has been working very well 
“ and seems likely to make a good judicial officer.” 

“ Moung Htoon Gyaw a Toungthoo who was appointed 
“ to succeed his father Moung-Goon-Bau in 1867 t appears wil- 
“ ling to learn but his abilities are certainly of a low order. 
“ The other Extra Assistant Commissioners have discharged 
“ their duties to the best of their abilities. For Judicial 
“ work as transacted in our Courts none of them shew any 
“ special aptitude.” * * 

63. Regarding the qualifications of the Extra Assistant 
Commissioners (Myookes) of Tavoy District, the Deputy 
Commissioner reports as follows: 

“ The proportion of cases appealed to those decided was 
“ greater last year than in the preceding one, with not so 
" favorable a result. Extra Assistant Commissioner, Moung 
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“ Shwfe Att pays 'more attention to procedure, and altogether 
“ gets up his cases better than the two other Extra Assis- 
“ tant Commissioners. Moung Shw& Hlaw is most .faulty 
“ in this respect. There is however more work in all depart- 
“ ments in his, Court than in the others which may account 
“ for occasional irregularities.” 

“.The!* Deputy Commissioner of Mergui says the result 
“ of Appeals from the subordinate Courts is good.” ** The 
“ Officers have conducted the duties ef their several Courts, 
“ with fairness and to the utmost of their abilities.” 

64. The Deputy Commissioner of Shwfr Gyeen has 
made no report on the qualifications of the subordinate 
Officers under him. 

65. The average duration of cases in all the Courts was 
as follows. 


< SSS J 




Courts. 


Commissioner of Tenasscrim Division. 
Deputy Commissioner of Amherst 


do. 

do. 

of Tavoy 

.... 1 

do. 

do. 

of Mergui 

. . . . ,, 

do. 

do. 

of Shwd-Gyeen 

. ... ,, 


Assistant Commissioner of 

Maulmain 

do. do. 

of 

Amherst 

do. do. 

of 

Thatoon 

do. do. 

of 

Yoonzaleen ) 

do. do. 

of 

Sittang. ) 


Extra Assistant Commissioner of Kaukarit ... 

do. do. of Tavoy * 

do. do. + of Mergui .... 

do. do. of Shw^-Oycen. 

Extra Asst- Commr. 3rd Class of Amherst. . . . 


do. 

do. 

do. 

of Tavoy 

do. 

do. 

do. 

of Mergui 

do. 

do. 

do. 

of Shwc-Gyeen 


lit iii 

° hS 1° S Q 









TENASSEHIM DIYISIOK. 


83 

* 66. The average duration of Appeals in the Commis- 
sioner’s Court shows an improvement’during the year, over 
the preceding one. 

In 1867 38 days. 

In 1868 t 28 „ # 

jpecreaso 10 # 

♦ ... — 

The average duration in Miscellaneous cases was one day, the 

same as the preceding year. 

67. In Amherst District the duration of Appeal cases in 
the Deputy Commissioner’s Court during the year under re- 
view, has greatly improved ; it was only 8 days against 2 
months and 1 9 days the preceding year. There was only one 
Original suit on the Deputy Commissioner’s file which lasted 
for 2 months and 19 days. 

68. The Deputy Commissioner in his report makes the 
following remarks with regard to average duration of cases in 
his Court— * 

• “At the commencement of ,1868 there were as noticed in 
“ the report for 1867 some cases of very old standing on 
“ the pending file. The oldest case had been pending for 
“19 months. All such cases were cleared off early in the 
“ year, and the oldest case pending at the close of the year 
“ had been on the file for 10 days only. The average dura- 
“ tion of casos also has been reduced from 2 months and 19 
“ days to 8 days only. Considering the great distance of 
“ some of the Courts from the Head Quarter Station, and the 
“ length of time that the Deputy Commissioner is required to 
“ be away in the intorior of his District, the average duration 
“ of* cases has now been reduced probably to its lowest possi- 
“ ble limit.” 

69. In the Assistant Commissioner's Court Amherst 
District, the general average duration of Original suits during 
the year was 18 days, and in Extra Assistant Commissioners 
Courts 25 days. 

The Deputy ^Commissioner reports: “There is no doubt 
“ that the duration of cases in all the Courts in* this. District 
“ vrould be much shorter, were it not for the numerous appli- 
“ cations for postponements presented by the parties them- 
“ selves or their pleaders ” 
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70. In the Tavoy District the duration of Appeals Ivas 

_ _ _ 4 1 month and 22 days in the Deputy 

aToy “ 0 Commissioner’s tiourt during the 

year against 1 month and 6 days the year previous. In the 
Extra Assistant Commissioners’ Courts 2nd Class the aver- 
age duration of Original suits was 14 days the same as previ- 
ous year, rftfd in the Myookes or Extrq^ Assistant Commis- 
sioners 3rd Class 12 days, 2 days less than the year previous. 

71. The increase of 16 days in the Court of the Deputy 

Commissioner is attributed by the Deputy Commissioner to 
his having “ been delayed in the interior of his District on 
Revenue Settlement duty.” , 

72. In Miscellaneous cases the average duration was 
only one day in all the Courtsyof Tavoy District. 

73. Before the Deputy Commissioner of Mergui Dis- 

„ „ , trict, the average duration*of Appeals 

was 12 days, 4 days less than the 
year previous. The duration in Original suits in Extra As- 
sistant Commissioner’s Courts 2nd Class was 6 days, and ' in 
Myookes’ Court 5 days. 

74. The average duration of Appeals in the Deputy 

_ „ _ . Commissioner’s Court of Shwe Gyeen 

was 7 days, 1 day more than the 
previous year, in Original suits 2 days or 8 days less than the 
year previous, and in Miscellaneous cases the same for both 
years viz 2 days. 

75. In the Assistant and Extra Assistant Commission- 
ers’ Courts the duration was 5 days in Original suits and 2 
days in Miscellaneous cases, and in Myookes’ or Extra As- 
sistant Commissioners’ Courts 3rd ClaSl the average was 
nearly the same as tfee previous-year. 

7(5. There wore no suits reported to have been insti- 
tuted in any Courts of this Division during the year in 
which Government was a party. 

77. The total amount of value of Appeals, Original Suits, 
and Mi&dhllafttftus casps is as below She 
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Desoriptioft of Oases. 

* 

1867. 

. * 

i86a 

ViHue of Appeals - 

mm- 

46,947 

10 

8 

4%762 

14 

3 

do Original Suits 


1,73,164 

12 

6 

1/70,833 

12 

6 

do Miscellaneous Oases - 

- 

10,821 

10 

€1 

12,919 

5 

0 


Total 

2,30)834 

2 

0 

9*37,615 

15 

9 

> 

Increase 




1,681 

13 

9 

* 







i—— 

The value of Stamps amounted 








For Appeals - 

- 

3)78# 

lfr 

0 

4,288 

13 

0 

„ Original Suits 


17,862 

14 

0 

18,300 

10 

0 

„ Miscellaneous Cases 

• 

1,611 

7 

0 

1,776 

2 

0 


Total 

23,161 

4 

0 

24,415 

9 

0 

♦ 

Incxease 




1,204 

5 

0 

The costs of every description and Stamps, &c 





• 


For Appeals - 

- 

4,849 

0 

3 

5,766 

10 

4 

„ Original Suits 

- 

26,890 

10 

6 

30,376 

7 

0 

„ Miscellaneous Cases 

- 

3,113 

1 

8 

3,561 

8 

v o 


Total 

34,852 

12 

5 

39,704 

9 

4 


Increase 




4,851 

12 

11 


78. The above statement shews that there has been an 
increase of Rupees 1,681 in the value of all suits instituted 
during the year 1868, as compared with 1867 ; the value of 
stamps filed on Suits and Petitions and the amount of costs of 
every description have also increased ; the former by Rupees 
1,254 and the latter by Rupees 4,851. The percentage of 
costs of every description to the value of all Suits averaged 
16 j>er cent against 14 per cent in the previous year. 

79. As regards the working of Stamp duty imposed 
under Act JtXVI of 1867, the Deputy Commissioners of the 
several Districts have remarked in their report as follows: 

“ In Original suits it will be seen from the return that 
. . . “ thS increase i^ the value of suits is 

* *" . “ entirely in the Court of the Assis- 

" tant Commissioner Maulmain. In that Court the value 
“ of suits has rison from Rupees 2,788 in 1867 to Rupees 
“ 12,770 in 1868, but the value of the stamps filed in 1868 
“ amounted to Rupees 729 only. This also is owing to suits 
“ in formd pdupehs to the value of Rupees 8,925 hefting been , 
“ instituted. In the Court of the Assistant Commissioner, 

“ Thatone, there has been a slight decrease in the valpp of 
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“ suits instituted $,nd stamps filed. In the Courts of the 
“ Extra Assistant Commissioner, the value of suits instituted 
“ has decreased frbm Rupees 55,240 in 1867, to Rupees 
" 53,752 in 1868. There is no doubt that this falling' off, Is 
“ caused by thq enhanced Tate of stamp duty imposed by Act 
“ XXVI of 1867. As the rate of stamp duty on all cases in- 
“ stituted in the Courts of Extra Assistant Commissioners is 
“ about 10 per cent on the value of the suit, the stamp duty 
*' on plaints to the amount of Rupees 53,752 would be Rupees 
“ 5,375. The difference between that sum and the value of the 
“ stamps filed, or Rupees 369, represents the value of the 
“ stamps filed on papers other than plaints. With regard to 
“ such papers the new stamp act has diminished the* amount 
“ of stamp duty imposed ; formerly they require a stamp of 
“ eight annas, now they can be filed on a one anna stamp.” 

• “ The percentage of costs on the value of the suits aver- 

“ aged 40 per cent as agritast 16 per 

OTOy ‘ “ cent in 1867. This owes from the 

“ increased number of suits and appeals and the generally 
“ raised value of stamped papers used in suits under Act 
“ XXVI of 1867.” 


x L 80. The Deputy Commissioner of 

* r8 * 1 ' Mergui has not made any remarks on 

the above subject in his report. 

“It is believed that no special circumstances have oc- 
8 . _ “ curred in this District, irrespective 

v ye8 "‘ “ of the alteration of Stamp duty tiiat 

“ would operate in varying the number of suits instituted. 
“ It may therefore be inferred that -the increased rates of 
“ Stamp duty have little effect in lessening litigation; at the 
“ same 'time it is considered that the Stamp duty levied on 
“ suits up to Rs. 500. in value is Sxcessiv.e and presses sevore- 
“ ly on the poorer classes. ” 


81. The incroase in the rates of Stamp duty under the 
new Act does not appear to have lessened litigation in this 
Division, as the number of suits as well as the value of 
stamps filed in Civil cases in the various Courts during the 
* past year has increased. The new Act appears to work well 
and is .fairly understood. 
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ARBITRATION OF SUITS. 

82. * In the Courts of the Deputy and Assistant Com* 
missioners of Amherst District there were no cases referred 
to arbitration during the year under review. In the Courts 
of the Extra Assistant Commissioners 1st and*3rd classes, the 
numbef referred to arbitration was only 23 cases. The re- 
marks made by Captain Browne on arbitration are as fol- 
lows: — 

“ Arbitration, when the case has once come into Court 
“ is very sparingly resorted to as the parties can seldom agree 
“*about the arbitrators ea*ch party wishing to name a par- 
“ tisan of his own. In all the cases referred to arbitration 
“ thft awards of the arbitrators were confirmed. There were 
“ no cases in which awards made without the intervention of 
“ a Court were filed in Court under section 327 of the Civil 
“ Procedure Code. There is some doubt as to what consti- 
“ tutes “sufficient cause" against the filing of suqh an award 
“ within the meaning of the last sentence of the above men- 
“ tioned section. It can hardly be intended that section 324 
“ shall apply to awards filed under the section.” 

83. In the Tavoy and Mergui Districts thero were no 
cases referred to arbitration during the past year. 

84. In the Shwfe Gyeen District 56 cases were de- 

cided by arbitration (only in cases of inheritance or set- 
tlement of accounts and other intricate cases) and none of 
the decisions of the arbitrators have been set aside either on 
appeal or by the Courts of original jurisdiction. * 

REGISTRATION OF DEEDS. 


AKHER31 DISTRICT. 


85. The Office of Registiar of Deeds was held by Mr. 
Barr, Assistant Commissioner, Maulmain, throughout the 
year. The number of Deeds registered during the past two 
years were as follows : — 


1867. 1868. * 

Registry of Wills 2 3 

General Register 73 1.13 

Temporary Conveyance 61 ,15 

Permanent do ....’. 299 346 

* Total 435 477 
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86. During the year Registry Offices were established 
in the Courts of the Assistant Commissioners’ at Thatone 
and Amherst, but no documents have been registered as yet 
up to the end of the year. 

c 

87. Regarding the absence of Registered documents 
at Thatone, the Assistant Commissioner Mr. Forbes mentions 
as follows : — 

A number of copies of a few plain hints of the use 
“ and effects of registration were distributed by me, and I 
“ explained the same personally to all officials, and well-to^o 
“ persons I could, but the bonds executed by the people here 
“ generally are little more than a kind of promissory note for 
" small sums. They seem to think paying Rupees 2 for reg- 
“ istration, throwing money away. As they say they can 
“ take as good care of the original as the Court can, and don’t 
“ require a duplicate.” 


. TAVOT DISTRICT. 

88. In this District the number of Deeds 'registered 
in the Deputy Commissioner’s Office for the past two years 


was as follows. 

1867. 

1868. 

Permanent Conveyance.. 

4 

1 

Temporary do. 

2 

1 

* General Register 


1 

Register of 'Wills 


» 

♦ 

Total 6 

3 


MEltOUI DISTRICT. 

89. There were no Deeds registered in this District. 

VEEN district. 

90. There wore only 5 registrations of Deeds in this 
District throughout tho year. 
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EXECUTION OF PicREES. 


91. The following table gives the number, of appdica* 
tions for execution of Decrees in the several Districts, during 
the year 1868. s * 

' IHlTTi 


Districts. 


Amherst ... 

Tavoy 

Mergui 

Shwe-Gyeen 

Total... 


P* ® oo 
. 3 to 

O pg oo 

^ r-4 



% 

32 

'I 

ib 

Is* 

Ike? 

^ 00 

** 


315 

315 

121 

121 

158 

158 

147 

147 

741 

741 


92. In the Deputy Commissioner’s Court of Amherst 
District there were 53 applications for execution of decrees. 
Tn one case only no execution of decree was obtained. In 3J 
cases partial execution was obtained and in 21 cases the de- 
crees were fully executed. 

93. In the Court of the Assistant Commissioner Maul 
main there were 4 applications, of those, 3 were for execu- 
tion of decrees in suits for land, and one for specific perform- 
ance under section 200 of the Civil Procedure Code. There 
were no applications for execution of decrees in the Courts of 
the Assistant Commissioner Thatone, and Extra Assistant 
Commissioner 1st Class Kaukarit. 

94. In the Extra Assistant Commissioners’ Courts 3rd 

Class there were 258 applications for execution of decrees, 
out gf which 49 were for moveable and 209 for immoveable 
property. In seven cases only was execution of decree 
enforced by imprisonment of the judgment debtor and the 
longest period any judgment debtor was so imprisoned was 
2 months. * 
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95. * In Tavoy District, execution on decrees was applied 
for in 12 1 cases which, were disposed of as below. 

In 55 cases the amount was paid at once. 

,, 33 „ t Property attached and sold. 

„ 2 „ Persons confined in jail. 

„ 1 1 „ Warrants with-drawn. 

„ 20 „ Warrants not executed. 

The number of persons confined in the Civil Gaol of Tavoy 
during the year was 3, and the longest period of imprisonment 
was 3 months. 

96. The return for Mergui District shews 158 applica- 
tions for execution of decrees disposed of during the past year, 
but no detail as to disposal has been rendered by the Deputy 
Commissioner. 

97. In the Court of Shwfc-Gyeen District 147 applica- 
tions were disposed of during the year. The remarks made 
by Captain Watson are given below. 

“ The extent to which the Courts are resorted to for the 
“ execution of decrees is no criterion of the usefulness of the 
" Courts in enforcing the payment of just debts.” 

“ The loser of a suit if he has the means almost invaria- 
“ bly pays the money into Court, or settles with the decree- 
“ holder in some other way. The average of the number of 
‘ executions to the number of decrees passed is only 1 7 per 
e ' cent. Imprisonment for debt is very rare in this District; 
“ 1 2 persons have been confined in the Civil Gaol for an aver- 
'• age period of 3 days each.” 

98. During the past year the Officiating Commissioner 
of this Division has inspected the Judicial and Revenue Re- 
gisters and other Records of the several District Courts; they 
are correctly kept according to the instructions, and new 
forms sent from this office. The Deputy Commissioner of 
Amherst District in commenting in his report on his inspec- 
tion of the subordinate Courts of his District states, that he 
has inspected all the Courts of his district except thetee of 
Kaukarit and Attaran, and makes the ingenuous? remark 
tliat he was twice on the point of starting for Kaukarit and 
on both occasions was stopped in consequence of orders from 
the Commissioner, as 'it might be inferred from the above ~ ~ 
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mark that the Commissioner’s orders had prevented Captain 
Browne 'from visiting those Courts some time during the year 
undci 1 review; it is thought necessary to explain that the or- 
*derfe referred to were directions to the Deputy Commissioner 
to conduct the current duties of the Commissioner’s Office 
during his absence in the District on circuit, .and he was so 
absent on each occasion referred to only about 10 or 12 days. 
I have reason to be satisfied with the working of the. four 
Deputy Commissioners of this Division during the year under 
review, Captain Browne and Captain "Watson especially. I 
can also endorse the opinion of Captain Browne with respect 
to ’the manner in which Assistant Commissioners Barr and 
Forbes have conducted their duties. 







REPORT 

OF THE 

DISTRICT MAGISTRATE OF AKYAB. 

For 1808. 

From the Deputy Commissioner, Akyab, to the Commissioner ofArakan Division 
No. 66, dated Akyab, the 11th February 18G9. 

1. I have the honor 6f submitting herewith my report 
on the Administration of Civil Justice of the Akyab District 
for the year 1868. 

Section II. 

* Judicial, Civil Justice, Akyab District. 

2. 1st. — Report of the Administration of Civil Justice 
in the District of Akyab for the year 1868. 


2nd. — The following was the state of the Regular files on 
the 1st January 1868 and 1st January 1869, showing 47 pend- 
ing against 52 of 1868. 




* 


1868. 

1869. 

Deputy Commissioner, Akyab 

- 

16 

10 

1st Assistant Commissioner, Akyab 

- 

... 

• t • 

2nd 

do. 

do. 

- 

12 

4 

Extra Assistant Commissioner, Naaf 

- 

5 

2 

do. 

do. 

Kolladan 

_ 

1 

1 

2nd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner, Akyab - 

8 

17 

3rd, do. 

do. 

do. 

Mrohoung 

0 . 

2 

» do. 

do. 

do. 

Rathaidoung 


11 

» do. 

do. 

• do. 

Mengbra 

... 

gft 

» do. 

do. 

do. 

OoreetoungEast 3 

# # 

» do. , 

do. 

do. 

do. West 1 

... 



* 

Total 

52 

47 


* 


Increase - 


5 




Decrease - T 

. • . 

* . . 


The decrease is in all the Courts save Rathaidoung 
and the -2nd Class Extra ; Assistant Commissioner’s Cour,t r 
- Akyab; in the latter Court it is satisfactorily, explained by the' 
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great increase of suits : (vide Deputy Commissioner’s No. 113 
dated 9th March 1869) about 182 percent; in the former 
Court the increase of suits is small as well as the number de- 
cided, and no good cause for the increase has been given. 

4. In tlje 2nd Assistant Commissioner ’saCourt, A kyab, 
the great decrease m attributable to many fewer having been 
received in the Court, the cause of which will be hereaftor 
explained. 

5. The number of Suits and Appeals instituted during 
the past two years as below, show an incrca&o of 342 in the 
year under review 


1867 1868 

Deputy Commissionei, Akyab, J 13 J 

1st Assistant Commissioner do. 72 0 


2nd do. 

do 

do 

308 

144 

Extra Assistant Commissionci Naaf 

217 

175 

do. do 

do 

Kolladan - 

102 

39 

2nd Cla^s 

do 

Ak;y ab 

388 

1095 

3rd Class 

do 

Miohoung 

250 

215 

do. do 

do 

Rathaidoung 

132 

150 

do do 

do 

Mongbra - 

142 

132 

do do 

do 

Ooieetoung* FCast- 

93 

95 

do do 

do 

do West 

64 

09 



Total 

1003 

2245 



Jncieasc - 

0 

342 



Ileci ease - 

0 

0 


6. The cause of incrcaso and decrease it is often, very 
difficult to discover and in some cases it can oiily be guessed at. 

7. The increase on the whole is 17*9 per cent. 

’ 8, In the Deputy Commissioner’s Court it is only in 

Appeals, and but small. t 

9, 1st Assistant Commissioner, Akyab — no Civil Suits 
were heard in that Court. 

1 0. 2nd Assistant Commissioner’s Court, Akyab. There 
is as compared with the Suits heard in the corresponding Court 
of 1&67,» (the Extra Assistant Commissioner Mr. Perraau’e) 
f decrease of 164 or 33'2 per cent — the cause is owing to the 
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former officer Mr. C. D. C. Lloyd hearing only Suits thal; 
originated in the Kyailet Township and cases in the Town in 
which Europeans were parties, whereas the latter took up a 
share of the petty town Suits. 

11. Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court Naaf — a de- 
crease of 43 cases or 19 ’3 per cent; this probably arises from 
the increase of the Stamp duties, discouraging petty litigation, 
as I notice that in the first quarter there was a decrease as 
compared with that of 1867 of 14 suits, in the 2nd 22, in the 
3rd of 13, but in the 4 th an increase of 7- -Moung Kulla has 
not yet given a reason for the decrease. 

12. 1st Class Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court, 
Kolladan — the decrease is 63 or 61 7 per cent; this is attributa- 
ble to there being no Court dn the Township; since the middle 
of April 1868 the duties have been’ carried on at Akyab 
and Mrohoung, but at much inconvenience to the inhabitants. 

13. Extra Assistant Commissioner 2nd Class, Akyab — 

there is a largo increase of about 3 82 
N<T?ua^ per cent; this is partly owing to there 

* being no 1st Class Extra Assistant 

Commissioner’s Court here as in 1867, where cases of small 
amount were tried and the 2nd Class Extra Assistant Com- 
missioner’s Court thus relieved, butmamly to many more suits 
having been raised in Akyab; arising from tlie previous year, 
in a mercantile sense, having been an unsuccessful pne. 

14. 3rd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner, Mrohoung 
— here is a decrease of 33 Suits or 14 per cent, but no cause has 
been given by tlie judge. 

15. 3rd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner, Rathai- 
doung — here is an increase of 18 Suits or 13‘6 per cent for this 
no cause is shown by the judge. 

16. 3rd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner, Mongbra 

— here is a decrease of 10 Suits or 77 per cont; this is but small 
and no explanation is given. * 

1 7. 3rd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner, Ooreetoung 
East — an increase of 2 cases which calls for no remark. 

18. 3rd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner, Ooreetoung 
West— also an increase of 5 cases. 
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1 9. All the judges of these Courts were called on to 

f ive explanations of the cause of the decrease and increase of 
uits, hut I regret that in the instances above noted they have 
not supplied it. 

20. Nuniber of Suits and Appeals decided on trial and 
finally disposed of during the years 1867 and 1868, is given 
in the following form which shows an increase of 161 in the 
former and of 366 in the latter in the year under review: — 


Deputy Conum Akjab S » rt 

1st Assistant Comnir. do 

2nd do do do 

Extra Assistant Commr Naaf - 
do do do Kolladan 

2nd Class do do Akyab 

3rd Class do do Mrohoung 

do. do do. Rathaidoung - 

do. do do Mengbra 

do do do Ooreetoung East 

do, do. do Ooreetoung West 

Total 
Increase .. 

Decrease. 

21. The increase is nearly the same as in the compari- 
son between the years 1866 and 1867, there it was 182 and 
384, the number of cases withdrawn has slightly decreased, it 
is only 366 in 186$ ; but it is in the 2nd Class Extra Assis- 
tant Commissioner’s Court, Akyab, that the great number of 
Suits have not been brought to trial but dismissed or with- 
drawn, it ataountb to 470 and would show that much pf that 
litigation in the Town had been compromised. Th'is is 5 so fiur 
a favcw^ble feature as it shows that the increase of thp stamps ‘ 
duty in Civil Suits does not amongst Traders (and of that; 
dtaafare mainly the Akybb litigants,) deter them' from' en- 
■fopph^f theur claims at * 


Decid- Finally Decid-j Finally 
ed on dispos- ed on dispos- 
tnal ed of trial ed of. 


125 | 137 

95 152 

68 178 
24 39. 

616 1,086* 
95 219 

54 139 

66 132 


1,054 1,884 1,215 2,250 
161 366 



ABAKAN DIVISION— AKYAB. 


22. There were no Suits or Appeals pending above a 
year.. s >. 

23. The state of the Miscellaneous files on the 1st 
January 1368 and 1st January 1869, is as follows: — 

41 * 1868. 1869. 

Deputy Commissioner Akyab - 2 6 

1st Assistant Commissioner Akyab - . . : * 

2nd Do Do 6 1 

Extra Assistant Commissioner Naaf - 3 


» do 

do 

Kolladan - 

1 

2nd Class do 

do. 

Akyab - 4 

9 

3rd Clabs do 

do 

Mrohoung 


„ do 

do 

Rathaidoung 

8 

„ do 

do* 

Mengbra 


„ do 

do 

Ooreetoung East 


„ do 

do* 

Ooreetoung West 



Total # 1 5 24 

Inciease 9 


t . 24. There is a small increase under this head. 

25. In the Deputy Commissioner’s Court* — 2 are applica- 
tions for Certificates to administer to estates and filed in Decem- 
ber and 26th November, one an application to enforce a mort- 
gage the time for foreclosure has not yet fallen in — another 
regarding an intestate estate of a European, all of its proper- 
ty has not yet been realized owing to difficulties of carriage, — 
and the last is to obtain property in charge of a guardian, in- 
stituted in December. 

26. # 2nd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner — Akyab, 
an increase of 5 — of the 9 pending four are for execution of 
decrees-ptof these 3 were instituted in November, 1 in Decem- 
ber, therem&inder are 5 applications for discharge from Civil 
duress— the earliest instituted 30th November last. 

27. 3rd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner, Rathai- 

doung — there is her# an increase of 8, all applications for exe* . 
cution of decrees — of these 3^were instituted in December; but I , 
consider that there should not have been so many as 8, which 
shows duatoriness. . , „ 

28. Regarding the other Courts no remarks are called 

for. 
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29. The following Statement shows the number of 
Miscellaneous cases instituted and disposed of in the yeafrfe 
1867 and 1868, as also the number of cases of aboVe -'one 
year’s standing at the close of those years respectively. 


1807 .1808 



Instituted. 

Disposed of by an 
order on their 
receipts 

Finally disposed ! 

<* J 

Pending above . 
one year. 1 

Instituted. j 

\ 

Disposed of by an] 
order on their j 
receipts. 

l ' 

£ 

Pending above 
i one year. 

Dy. Commr, Akyab. 

40 

38 

43 

* 

53 

38 

50 


1st Asst do. <}o. 

GO 

20 

60 


27 

8 

27 


2nd do. do. do. 

157 

154 

154 


33 

77 

88 


Ex. do. do. I$aaf , 

182 

71 

184 


137 

GO 

140 


do. do. do. Kolladan 

42 

26 

42j 


18 

7 

17 

| i 

2nd Class Ex. Asst. ^ 








1 * * 

Commr., Akyab. j 

504 

199 

I 

505 


1184 

493 

1179 


3rd do. do. Mrohoung 

53 

32 

53 

o 

a 

G2 

49 

62 

4$ 

Q 

do do. do.Rathai- } 
doung. J 

* 3G 

32 

36 

o 

ft 

4G 

27 

i 

38 


do. do. do. Mengbra 

20 

20 

20 


22 

17 

22 


do. do. do. Ooreet- T 









oung East. j 

22 

22 

22 


31 

3i 

3! 


do. do. do. Ooreet- ) 









oiing West. j 

14| 

14 J 

15 

i 


16 

0 

16 


Total 

113oj 

638 

1134' ... 

1 

1679 

816 

1070 

... 


30. The increase of Miscellaneous cases 536 ’ is very 
lar^e; in 1867 the increase over that of 1866 was only 35. 

* ^ 31. In three Courts only is thoro a decrease; in the 1st 
Assistant Commissioner’s Court, explained by its having no 
Civil Suits in 1868 — the executions of decrees that Court, 
carried out were those transferred from other Courts. 
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• 32. In the 2nd Assist&nt Commissioner’ s Court— the 

decrease is explained by its having tried fewer Original sqpfei 
then in 1867.' 

33. In the^Naaf and Kolladan Courts — from the Ifl&t 

named cause. * • 

34. In the 2nd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner’s 
Court, Akyab — there is above an increase of 674 Miscellaneous, 
arising from the great increase of litigation in it. 

35. A table attached shows regarding each Court the 
number of decrees executed, the value of the property de- 
creed, to what extent redress was obtained, the average num- 
ber of days the execution was, on the file, and the longest time 
any one was in any Court. 

36. The pioportion of costs of execution on the proper- 
ty decreed is only 2.4 per cent. 

37. The average dura^n of these cases is 15 ’45 days, 
and the longest was but 2 months and 2 days, compared with 
the statement of 1867, the average lias decreased in the Naaf 
and Ooreetoung West, very much in Kolladan, Rathaidoung 
and Ooreetoung East, the duration is also less. In Mengbra, 
much the same, and very low . The increase of duration is in 
the Akyab 1st and 2nd Assistant Commissioners’ Courts, and 
the 2nd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court. ^ In the 
1st two it is small, in the 3rd the average has increased from 
11.62 to 17; this may be accounted lor by the increase of 
work. 
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In the Mrohoung Court the average duration has risen 
from 10*80 to 18*, and shows a wont of attention on that 
Judge’s part, as was discovered when the Deputy Commissioner 
visited that Court lately. 

38. The average duration of the cases lias* been given by* 
the Lower Courts which have not carried out their calculations 
to fractions. 

30. The longest duration is 62 days in the Courts of 2nd 
\ distant Commissioner, Akyab, 2nd Class Extra Assistant 
< 'ommissioner’s Court, Akyab, and the Extra Assistant Com- 
missioner’s Court, Naaf. .In 1867 it was 87 days at the Na&f, 
7. r > at the 2nd (’’lass Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court 
Akyab, 69 at Kolladan, and 6.1 at Ooreetoung Ea«t 

40. The improvement is considered satisfactory. • 

41. The proportion ot applications to decrees passed is 
64.18 per cent, and varies much in the different Courts ; it is 
strange that out of 2 1 decrees passed m the Kolladan there 
should have been 18 applications, in other District Courts 
they are much fewer in proportion to the decrees passed. 

Arbitkmion of Sens * 

42 To these section* of tho Civil Code of Procedure*, 
resource is but little had, the cause is probably that Where, in 
a village conclave a decision as to a claim is arrived at, it ia 
rarely necessary to call on the law to enforce performance, for 
it is well known that many disputes regarding property are 
decided in conclaves. 

43. In the 2nd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner’s 
Court, Akyab, only two were brought into Court and carried 
into effect. In the Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court, 
Mrehovyig, there were 4, of these 3 were carried out and one 
struck off in default of costs. In none of* the other ^Courts 
were any>reeeived. 

44. The increase and decrease of the amount litigated 
in comparison between 1868 and 1867 stand thus 
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, 45. It is observed that in the office copy oft the return 

of increase and decrease of the amount litigated in 1867 there 
is an 'error and the costs' of every description should be 
Re. 3,026-10 and not Rs. 2,026-10. 

46. In the year 1868 the value of the property appealed 

was considerably less -the proportion of the value of the 
stamps was nearly 1-I0th and of the whole costs 3-20th of (the 
sum appealed. * 

47. The 1st Assistant ( 'ommissioner took up no Civil 
Suita 

48. 2nd Assistant Commissioners (Jouit ; there were 
164 fewer cases received in 1868 and the value of the proper- 
ty litigated was more than Rs. 0,000 less Th,e proportion of 
the value of the Stamps to the sum litigated was 1 - L 1th and 
that of the whole costs not 1 1 0th there appears to be some 
error hero as the difference is so very .small. 

49. Extra Assistant ( 'ominissioner, Naaf -there were 
42 fewer Suits received, but the value of the property litigated 
was almost the same as in lb07 the proportion of the value 
of stamps was rather less thau t i-10th and of the whole costs 
rather more than d-25th of the sum litigated. 

50. Extra Assistant Commissioner, Kolladan therewere 
53 fewer Suits received and the value was little more than a 
'fourth of that of 1867 ; the proportion of the stamp value was 
l-9th and the whole almost 7- 16th of the sum litigated — ex- 
planation has been called foi explaining the great disj roportien 
of the latter. 

51. 2nd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner, Akyab — 

there was an increase of 707 Suits and the amount of proper- 
ty litigated nearly doubled; the proportion of the value of the 
Stamp is about 1,9 jand of the whole costs just over 1, 7, this is 
pretty moderate. . , » 

*•* SS: 8rd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner, Mro- 
houng — there were 35 Suits ' less received, and a decrease of 
Rs. 5,500 in the value of the property litigated. 

The proportion? of the value of the Stamps was under 1/9 
jtfad of all the costs ndfcrtv 1 th^of the sum litigated. ' 
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53. 3rd Claims Extra. Assistant Commissioner, Rathai- 
deung-*~*there Were 18 more suits received and the value of 
the property litigated was nearly Rs. 700 greater j the propor- 
tion of the Value of the stamp duty was over 1/10, and of all* 

''the costs a little over 1/6 on tho value of the property litigated. 

54. 3rd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner, Meogbra 

—there were 10 fewer Suits than in 1867, and the value hate 
decreased Rs. 2,000, * 

The proportion of the value of the Stamps Was over 1/if, 
and of all the costs over . 1 '5 of the value of the property 
litigated. 

55. Ooreetoung East 2 more Suits were received, bat 
the value of the property litigated has decreased by nearly 
Rm. 2,400, 

The proportion of the value of Stamps was over 1/0 and 
of all the ‘costs 1 5 of the value of the property litigated. 

56. Ooreetoung' West -there was an increase of 5 cases 
and of Rs. 1,400 nearly. 

The proportion of the value of Stamps was over *|* and of 
the whole costs j of the value of the property litigated. 

57. The increase and decrease of th© value of the pro- 
perty the subject of Miscellaneous Cases — the value of the 
Stamp paper filed therewith,, and the whole costs are also 
drown ; but as there -is no relative proportion between the 
value of the subject and the costs, or Stamp duty incurred — 
no remarks thereon seem called for — the diversities that exist 
can only be explained by a detail of ail the circumstances* 
under which tho Stamp paper was filed and costs incurred. 

’ 58. In 1887 the Stamp duty was .71 of the value, amf 

the whole costs 2.14 thereof, in 1866 the farmer was also .71 

ef the value and the latter 1.53 thereof. ' 

* « 

, ,58. , The following Statement phews.the - work dead by 
the under-named, OflSpers ; — < , . , g 
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Name of Official 1 
Designation j 


§ 


Appeals. 


IS 

B 

§ 


Original. 


<Jol. Spilsbury, ^ 
Doputy Com- 1 
missioner in , 
1867. J I 


.8 

*73 

S 3 

£ 


a 

'TJ 


cS 

a 

pS 


Regular. 

1 Miscella- 
neous. 

. i 

TS 

e-4 

*8 

2 

1 

‘1 

1 

§ 


•§ j 

J* 

■8 

jjjs 

*8 

ho 

\ 1* 

*8 , 

i 

J 


« 1 

fet i 

o 

1 


Do. Do. in 1868 


Mr. Treacy, Of%. 
Deputy 
missioner j 
1868. 


ry, Of%. ) I 
y Com- ( j 
ner in C ! 
». ) 


Total... 


! ' j 

-123 

| ! 

1 

: i 

181 

1 

1 

! 

6 

1 

1 6 

1 1 ! 1 

...» . . 32 

37 

1 

. 119 

1 

! i 

130 1 

9 1 

1 

! 9 

i 

... j ... ! *36 , 

1 1 1 i 

38 

! 1 

; 7 i 
, ! 

1 

7 , 

1 

• 1 

1 

_ . i 

i 

1 

1 1 1 

j ..., .. 2 

I 1 . , 

2 

♦ 

| 120 1 

137 

10 1 

10 1 

... 1 38J 

40 


60. In the Deputy Commissioner’s Court no Civil Suits 

were instituted, but the number of Appeals and Civil Miscel- 
laneous cases heard are greater in 1868 ’ than in 1867 — the 
pending Appeals file in 1868 is less than that in 1 867, but a 
few' more Miscellaneous cases are pending in 1868 than in 
1867 — the cause has been explained at para 25. It was not' 
without much labor .the Appellate files were so reduced, for, 
when the Deputy Commissioner returned from privilege leave 
oil the- 1st April there were 34 pending Civil Appeals ; this 
large number arose from the inability, through baa health of 
his locum tenens Mr. Treacy, to give much attention ' to 
Appeals dining the 2 months he officiated. ’ t 

61. The following officers were the Assistant and Extra 
Assistant Commissioners in this District. 

62. < The Sfatebagolt below shews the number of Suits 

4#e*dhd oty* trial by each officer; the number of Appeals' pro* 
ferre^ from their decisions and the results of disposed 

enduring the year. — , 
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63. In judging thence &f the qualifications of the offi- 
cers, I consider there are 2 points to he considered first the 
proportion of appeals made against their decisions. 2nd. — The 
result of the hearing of the Appeals. In considering the 
first, due regard must be had to the facility of Appealing. 

64. The proportion of Appeals to decisions is thus. 



i i 

l 

2 

3 ! 4 

5 

1 6 

1 7 

1 8 

9 

10 

11 
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■ 
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Is I 

s 

5? 

Average 

26 3i 


5 6 01 5j 33 3| 

56 

84 


18 1 

26 6 

37.5 


65. The Judges in cols. 1, 5 and 6 were in Akyab 
when they decided the Suits appealed against, and some allow- 
ance for the facility of appealing may be made, but the pro- 
portion against the two in columms 1 and 5 is very high and 
shows many were dissatisfied. 

66. As regards the J udge in col. 6 the contrary is the 
case, and the appeals were very few 

67. In the District the N&af is the most inaccessible 
Court. The proportion of appeals to decisions is here very 
high. 

Against Moung Kulla when at the Naaf, few appeals wero 
made, but whilst at Jtolladan more than half _ his decisions 
were appealed. 

68. Against the decision of Twon Oo, Moung Nhing and 
Moung JBamg the propm tion of appeals was over one fifth 
and with the last nearly two fifths. 
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> - The result ofIthk Appeals. < 

69. Mr. C. D. C. Lloyd — the appeals against his* deck, 

sions were many; of 29 decided, 9 were reversed, nearly on& 
third — in several instances greater care on the part of this 
officer would have changed the result. * 

70. Mr. Hunt — although the proportion of Appeals to 
his decisions was high, -all the Appeals were decided in that 
officer’s favor which is favorable. 

% 

71. Moung Kulla ls # -the proportion of Appeals to his 
decisions was high, and out of 1 1 heard 5 were reversed ; this 
cannot be considered favorable. 

72. Shwe Taw — against his decisions there were very 
few Appeals, and of the 35 heard 9 only were reversed, this is 
certainly favorable to that officer. 

73. Pha Proo there were few Appeals against his deci- 
sions, of the 7 heard 3 were reversed and 1 modified — not 
favorable. 


74. Twon Oo--one fifth of his decisions were appealed, 
but of 1 1 heard only 1 was reversed this is very favorable to 
that officer 

75. Moung Kulla 2nd — the proportion of Appeals to 'his 
decisions was rather .high, and of the 1 1 decided 7 were re- 
versed— very unfavorable. 

76. Moung Nhing —the proportion of Appeals to deci- 
sions is unusually high; of thfe 9 decided 3 were reversed and 
2 modified — this is not favorable to that officer. 

• r 

77. Moung Baing — the proportion of Aj>peals against 
decisions was very high, but of the 14 decided 5 only were 
reversed — this is not unsatisfactory. 

78. As regards Lt. Poole, Mr. Perreau and Shwe Too. 
no remarks are called for. 
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■ 79; The following Stateujentshows the cases in which 

the parties, were personally present* before the undermentioned 
Courts. ‘ 


Official Designation. 

Deputy Commissioner Akyab j Original 

1st Assistant Commissioner Akyab. 

2nd Do. Do. 

E. A, Commissioner JVaitf. 

Ditto. Kolladan. 

2nd Class E. A. Commissioner Akyab. [ 


3rd 

Do. 

Ditto. 

Mrolioung. 


Do. 

Ditto. 

Itathaidoung. 

»* 

Do, 

Ditto. 

Mengbra. 


Do. 

Ditto. 

Ooreetoung East. 

» 

d 9 : 

Ditto. 

Oorectoung West 


- Total. 


In which Plaintiff 
"was personally 
present before the 

! Court. 

’ 

In which Defendant 
was personally 
present before the 

S Court - 

In which both par- 
ties were present 
before the Court 

84 


53 

38 

■ 

114 

64 

: 

114 

3 

3 

33 

193 

4 

889 

29 

91 

99 

84 

... 

55 

43 


89 

26 

10 

62 

19 

... 

51 

■ 

! 583 

108 

' 1,559 
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80. The average duratioh of Suits in the Deputy Com- 
missioner’s, Assistant and Extra Assistant Commissioners’ 
Courts is shown in the following Table — 


Official 

\ 

Designation. 

1867. • 

1868. 

Improve- 

ment. 

Deteriora- 

tion. 

Months. 

£ 

Months. 

& 

ft 

Months. 

» 

£ 

£ 

i 

s 

Dy: Commr: Akyab 

( Reg: Suit 
1 Appeals 

1 

28 

2 

5*5 

•• 


... 

7 

1st Asst. Commissioner, Akyab 

. 

13 


. . . 

• • • 



... 

2nd do. 

do. 

do. 


4 


3*2 


1 


. . . 

Ex. do. 

do. 

Naaf 

. 

19 


5*4 


13 



Do. do. 

do. 

Kolladan 


18 


13 


5 


... 

2nd do. 

do. 

Akyab 

• 

9 


8*2 

. . . 

1 



3rd do. 

do. 

Mrohoung . 


> 8 


7*7 


... 


... 

Do. do. 

do. 

Rathaidoung 


6 


7* 


.. 


1 

>Do. do. 

do. 

Mengbra 


8 

.. 

9.5 

... 



1 

Do. do. 

do. 

Ooreetoung E. 


18 

... 

18 

... 

. . 


. . . 

Do. do. 

do. 

do W. 

• 

20 

... 

15 

i 

i * 



5 



Total . 

• 

n 

1 

' i 

8*7 j 

1 i 

i 

1 * * 
i_ 

3 

- 



81. There is an increase in the duration of Appeals in , 
’ the Deputy Commissioner’s Court — this is explained by the 

state of the files on the 1st April as shown in Para 61, also 
from that date to the 15th May the Deputy Commissioner in 
addition to his own had the Town Magistrate’s duties to attend 
to ; this allowed of hardly any Civil Appeals during that period 
being taken up. 

82. Rathaidoung and Mengbra Courts — tho average du- 
ration of cases has increased by 1 day in the former Court 28 
more Suits were heard than in 1867, but in Mengbra 10 few- 
er. Undoubtedly there should have been no increase in du- 
ration in the latter Court. 

83. In Ooreetoung West there is an increase of 5 days 
in the duration of Suits and but 5 more Suits, were instituted 
than in 1867 this increase shows dilatoriness. 

84. Both the fextra Assistant Commissioners, 3rd* Class 
at Ooreetoupg West and Mengbra will be addressed on the 
subject. 
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85. In nil the others therA is a decrease in the duration 
of Suits, very marked at the Naaf ; at Kolladan Court it is also- 
large. 

86. There are 44 pleaders at the different Courts vis : 5 at 
Mrohoung, 4 at Rathaidoung, 2 at Mengbra, 2 at Ooreetoung, 
East, 4 at Ooreetoung West, 1 at Naaf and the remainder 25 
here, they are all 3rd Class Pleaders except Mr. Savage, vsh^. 
is of the 1st Class, one 3rd Class Pleader died during 1868. 

Mr. Savage had left of taking up cases, but again appeared 
as Pleader towards the end of the year. 

87. Deeds were Registered hefe by Assistant Commis- 
sioner Mr. J. Hind: the books have been examined and found 
correctly kept, but as the Registration of deeds is npt compul- 
sory it is but a comparatively small number that are register- 
ed. During 1868 there were deeds registered in all as fol- 
lows : — 

Permanent Conveyances 83 

Temporary do 10 

Bonds and othei Documents 80 
Wills 

The fees amounted to Ks 34 6 

88. The Registers are all properly kept anjJ those of 
the Deputy Commissioner’s Court monthly examined. 

89. The Subordinate Courts have also examined their’s 
as directed by the Deputy Commissioner. 

When the Deputy Commissioner visited the District 
Courts he found their records, registers &c. generally kept in 
a satisfactory state. 

90. The Register of deeds of Naaf have been kept here, 
since Mr. Hunt left that Station, there were no entries in. 1 868. 

91. The report in detail on the examination of Registers 
and records will be submitted as directed, after 3 1st March next. 

92. The former Bailiff who* was re-appointed t>y the , 
order of the Provincial Court on the 18th January 1868, was 
transferred to a Kyonokeship on the 4th June 1868, and the 
bailiff of the Magistrates Court was again appointed Bailiff 
of this Court — he has given security for Rs. 2,000 in landed 
property duly estimated and valued. 

j ^ * 4 * * 

-93. The Gazettes were properly filed. 
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. ■ * . 

' 94. The Library BookaJ are kept in proper order aad A 

entered in the Register daily as soon as they are received**? 

95. 'The Civil Recordsare filed and arranged up to 

* 

Character or tb< Sun- J vdq $ 8 . , 

96 . Mr. J. HincLhas carried on his duties during the 
4lfcole' year hot has had no Civil -Suits to decide, 

97. Mr. T. W. Hunt died at Akyab on the 6th August ; 
he was a hard working officer, and a very conscientious Judge, 
his health had been failing for some time before. 

98. Mr. (\ D. C. Lloyd carried on his duties during 
the whole of the year save for 19 days when he went on 
privilege leave , he is rather hasty in his decisions but has 
good abilities and is zealous in the discharge of his duties. 

99. Moung Kulla 1st — in the Civil report of last y^ar 
the Deputv Commissioner remarked that the working days of 
this old (Government • Servant were past, the report of this 
year is the same. 

100. Shwfe Taw — “an intelligent officer and very well 
fitted for his office,” was the opinion given in 1867 ; his con- 
duct during 1868 has tended to confirm it. 

101. Pha Proo is certainly indolent and does not give , 
the attention he should to his duties. 

102. Twon-Oo shows a want of energy as a supervisor 
of others but is a steady and intelligent officer. 

103. Moung Kulla 2nd — an energetic officer, at times 
over zealous ; as a Judicial Officer he is indifferent. 

104. Moung Nhing,‘ I cannot report favorably On this 
Officer ; he was suspended by order of the Chief Commissioner 
of British Burma 18th October 1868. 

1&5. Shwb Top has officiated since 19th October 1868, 
he has conducted his judicial duties satisfactorily. 

106. Moung Baing has shewn himself to be a very 
worthy Government Servant ; as a Judicial Officer he has 
done well. ! 

1.07. 1 trust that this report will be found complete anti 

satisfactory. 1 , 
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REPORT 

OF THE * 

SUPERINTENDENT OF HILL TRIBtJ NORTHERN ARAKAP 

For 


Fiom the Superintendent of Hill Tribes, Northern Arakan, to the Commis- 
sioner, Arakan Division, Akyab, No 5 dated Kolladan, 15th Jan 1869 

I have the honour to submit the Report ou the Civil Re- 
turns for the year 1868. 

2. It will be observed that there have been a very few 
Civil cases during the year^ the reason being that nearly all 
disputes of a civil nature are settled by the hill people amongst 
themselves. 

3. The cases shown in the Returns # for 1868 had to be 
settled in my court as they were disputes between persons 
belonging to different tribes. 

4. The amount of costs Rs. 1/8 shown in the Return 
was paid for the service of summonses. 

5. There does not. appear to be any case in the present 
Returns deserving particular notice. 
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DISTRICT MAfil$fRAtl?OF RAMfttt, 

m 9 & 1868. . . *»\nyf 

, lne District' of Ramree for y^r ; 1868. c* 


2. The following was the state of Regular FilesJ^, 

to 

*<*? *pnr 5 

rTE 


(he 1st January 1868, and 1st January 1869;^- „ * 


l 


Deputy^ Commissioner of B&mree ... .. ^ ... ♦ 

Extra Asst. Commissioner 1st Class, 2nd grade, of KyouM*hyoo,J j 

w •» « .1 n t i _ * * .. r ■* * 


Do 

do 

3rd Class, 2nd grade, of Aeng 

Do 

do 

do 3rd do of Eamree 

Do 

do 

do 4th ^ do of Chedhbs 



^ Total 


4 *»" , 


'• .** o * 

- nf £j$i 

* Increase . . 0 CO 

fJecre^se . 

showing in the number none pending on the last inentfongd 
date which is satisfactogr^ % * * » if*** 

3 The number of Suits and Appeals instituted during 
the past two yearn as below shows a decrease* of ’99' ■cate* me 
the year under review : — 

* * * 1867 


Deputy Commissioner of Ramree .. ... 65 $3 

/ Ex Asst. Commissioner 1st Class, 2nd grade, of Kyopk Phyoo 203 / U9 

1 0ffg. do do do do 0 t | *45 

j Ex. Asst. Commissioner 3rd Class, 2nd grade, of Eamree ,..203 M3 
\ Qffg. do do do do . , & 55 

Extra Assistant Commissioner 3rd Class, 2nd grade, of Aeng ... 31 SI 

Do do do 4th do 'ChedUba... 153 91 

^ * - 

.Total e 695 


m 


increase 

Decrease 


0 

: 

9 
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The decrease in the Deputy Commissioner’s Court is trifl- 
ing and calls for no remark. In the Court of the Extra Assist- ' * 
tant Commissioner, 1st Class, 2nd Grade, of Kyouk Phyoo, 
•there is a decrease of 39 suits, and in the Court of the Extra* 
Assi s tant Commissioner, 3rd Class, 4th Grade, of Cheduba, 
there is a decrease of 62 suits, this decrease is considered to 
be caused by the depression in trade in the District and com 
sequent smaller monetary transactions.' In Cheduba the efttit 
of the cyclone of November 1866 also were still felt in respect 
to the quantity of grain for export. 

In the Court of the Extra Assistant Commissioner, 3rd 
Class, 3rd Grade, of Ramree, there was the trifling increase 
of 5 suits mopt probably owing to such trade as was carried on 
in the District being confined to its largest town. 

Iu the ’Court of the Extra Assistant Commissioner, 3rd 
Class, Grade, of Aeng, there was no increase or decrease, 
ff .nd thi#would seem to indicate that the increased rate of 
Stamp duty levied on initiatory plaint did not effect the 
litigation in that Court, but then the litigation is so insigni- 
ficant that it affords no good data from which the effect of 
those increased duties could be judged. Whereas in the Court 
of the Extra Assistant Commissioner, 3rd Class, 3rd Grade, of 
Ramree, the increase of 5 Suits would denote that the increas- 
ed Stamp duties did not affect litigatiqp. there, consequently in 
thin District it is questionable whether those duties had any 
thing to say to decrease in litigation and the smallness of the 
total litigation gives little scope to form any appreciable 
judgment thereon, but it will be remembered- that the new 
S tamp Act ( XXVI of 1867 ) was in full force throughout 
the whole year of 1868, and only in foroe from March in 1867. 

The amount litigated and cost of Stamp duties in 1867 
and 1868 appear as follows : — 
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Showing a net decrease * of > amount litigated Rupees 
7,4fr9*'l‘l-10 with a net increase of Rupees 387-13-0 stamp duty 
— a decrease in the former with an increase in the latter 
clearly shows the effect of the increased stamp duties in 1 868 
in comparison, with 1867, the increased duties in the latter 
year having only effect during 9 months. The decrease in 
amount litigated in 1868 is mainly due to the decrease in the 
total suits instituted, but of course there might be exceptioft, 
as one case might be instituted in which the amount litigated 
would exceed more than any dozen small value cases, but in 
this District this exception did not exist to any great extent. 

4. Number of suits and Appeals decided on trial and 
finally disposed of during the year 1867 and 1868 as given 
in the following Form, shows a decrease of 23 in the former, 
and a decrease of 1 00 in the latter in the year under review. 


Deputy Commissioner of Ramree 
E. A. Commissioner 1st Class 2nd giade 
Officiating do do 

E. A. Commissioner 3rd Class 3rd grade 
Officiating do. do 

E. A. Commissioner do. 2nd grade 

Do do 4th giade 

Tola l. 

* Includes cases pending Increase 

at the close of 1867. 

Decrease 


1867 1868. 


I _ 


\ Decided 

Finally j 

Decided 

Finally 

1 on 

disposed 

on 

disposed 

j Trial 

of 

Tnal. 

of 

48 

55 

40 

52 

114 

206 . 

61 

119 

»r 

» 

25 

45 

61 

203 

63 

157 


»» 

&3 

51 

53 . 

81 , 

49 

81 

65 1 

152 1 

55 

92*' 

341 1 

697 1 

316 

597 

1 

r 

_ ” i 

>* 


1 

U 

1 

” 1 

25 

100 


which is due to decrease of cases instituted owii% to the sup- 
posed causes already stated. 
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5. The state of, the files ‘as regards Suits and' Appeals 
p en din g above one year, stood on the 1st January 1S68 dud 
1st January 1869, as follows:— 


* 

486ft. | 

l 

i 

1869. 

Deputy Commissioner of Ramitoc 

<u ! 

1 

Extra Assistant Commissioner 1st Class 2nd grade . . 1 

i § 

Do. do. 3rd Class 2nd do. ' 1 

* i 

H 

Do. do. do. Class 3rd do. . ,| 

Do. * do. do? Class 4tli do. . . ! 

1 

i 


Total .... 

i 1 i 

” 1 

>» I 

Increase 

» 


Decrease 

» 



shewing that there were no Suits or Appeals pending above 
one year either on the 1st January 1868 or the 1st January 
1 869, a similar result to that of the previous year. 

6. The state of the Miscellaneous files on the 1st Jan- 
uary 1868 and 1st January 1869 was as follows : — . * 

1868 1869 

Deputy Commissioner of Ramree . ... ., 1 , 

Extra Asst. do. 1st Class 2nd Grade . . „ „ • 

do. do. 3rd * do. ... . „ „ 

do. do. do. do. ... ... ... „ # „ 

do. do. do. do. .. ... .. „ „ 


4 Increase „ 1 

Decrease „ 

shewing that one case was pending' in the Deputy Commis 
sioner’s Court* being a case of intestate estate and as the heirs 
if any, to which resided in Syhlet the notice for them to come 
forward had to be sent to that district, and sufficient time al- 
lowed to admit of any heir presenting himself before the 
Court. 

7. The following Statement shows the number of Mis- 
cellaneous cases instituted and disposed of in the year 1867 
and 1868, as also the number of cases of above one year’s stand- 
ing, at the close of those years respectively. 
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• 

I 

Insti- 

tuted. 

Disposed of 
by an or- 
der on their 
merit. 

Finally 
dispos- 
ed of. 

Pending 
shove one 
year. 

Deputy < 
Ex. AbsI. 
Oftg. do. 
Ex. do. 
Oftg. do. 
Ex. do. 
do. do. 

e 

Jommisbioner 

do. 1st. Class 2nd Grade 
do. do do. 

do. 3rd do. 3rd do. 
do. do. do. 

do. do. 2nd do- 
do. do. 4th do. 

Total 

5 

171 

130 

*"*6 

40 

4 
13 

99 

5 
23 

5 

171 

130 

*6 

40 


352 

2G8 

352 


Deputy Commissioner 

12 

9 

11 


|Efc. Asst. 

do. 

1st Class 2nd Grade 

1 71 

61 

70 

... 

Oftg. do. 

• do. 

do. 

1 20 

20 

21 1 

... 

Ex. do. 

do. 

3rd 3rd do. 

109 

75 

116 

. . 

Oftg. do. 

do. 

do. do. do. 

27 

17 

20 

... 

Ex. do. 

do. 

3rd 2nd do. 

9 

$ 

9 

. . t 

do. 

do. 

do. do. do. 

32 

27 

32 

... 

* 


Total 

280 

217 

579 ‘ 


. 


Increase . . . 







Decrease 

72 

61 

73 

... 


a' decrease in Oiiginal Suits instituted 'would naturally 
cause a decrease in certain Miscellaneous cases, such as execu- 
tion of decrees, claims to sue as pauper and as the past year 
has shown a decrease 'in the institution of Original Suits the 
above decrease of 62 Miscellaneous casese instituted is attri- 
buted thereto; in 1867 there were ^72 cases for execution of 
decree against 129 cases in 1868, a decrease of 43 out of the 
total decrease 72, and ip 1867, 4 cases claims to sue in formd 
pauperis were instituted against 1 case in 1868. This dispos- 
es o£ 46 out of the decrease 72, and the remaining decrease of 
26 cases is due to circumstances which are not effected by the 
institution of Original Suits and call for no special remarks. 

The following return shows the execution of decrees in 
129 cases instituted <|uring the year. 



ABAKAN ^DIVISION — HAMRE. 


12 ? 


' District. 

No., of applications for ex. 
ecution including past year. 

No. of decrees completely 
executed. 

No. of decrees partially* 
executed. 

Pending at end of year 

Sales real property. 

Sales personal property. 

| 

1 

Paid at once. 

t 

ij 

l 1 

-g 

Warrant withdrawn. | 

Ramrec. 

. 

129 

83 

• 

46 


9 

■ 


55 

45 ! 1 


It is satisfactory to notice that only in 9 cases sales of 
real property took place in giving full effects to the decrees of 
court ; also that in 5 cases only was the decree enforced by im- 
prisonment’. 

There was only one case of arbitration which was refer- 
red by the Aeng Court to. arbitrators at the request of the 
parties. 

Arbitration is not in great favor with the people of the 
District ; they often agree to abide by the decision of certain 
elders, but as these elders do not write out a regular deci- 
sion, the parties do not consider themselves bound by the* 
verbal decision of these Loogyees, consequently the aggrieved 
party applies to the Court and frequently a case has been re- 
gularly discussed in presence of elders in the village before 
being taken to the Courts. This may be caused by a wish of 
the parties to get the opinion of men they respect prior to en- 
tering on the expense of a law-suit, but as a general rule the 
litigants of the District prefer the walk constituted British 
Court to the verbal decision of men not very learned — rejoicing 
in the name of “ learned elder ”, more* on account of their vil- 
lage notoriety than from education or knowledge of law &c. 

8. Mr, W. DeCourcy Ireland, was officiating Deputy 
Commissioner from 1st to 7th January 1868, he sat during it 
4 days for the disposal of Civil business and none were devoted 
to it in the year 1868. Capt. W. C. Plant, was Deputy^ Com- 
missioner from the 8th January to 31st December 1§G8, he 
sat during it 279 days for the disposal of Civil business, out 
of which 87 days were devoted to it in the year 1868, 
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§ 

1 


Appeals. 

1 

1 

Original. 

.fee 

*53 

O 

I 

Regular. 

1 Miscellaneous. 

1 

Original. 

Miscellaneous. 

i 

*8 

O ' 

HC 

c 

rf 

o 

s 

£ 

Decided on trial 

i ^ 

t ! 

1 

' P-4 © 

1 C # o 

, +- 00 

g S« 

o ft 

'S ^ 

'8 ! s J 

| 1 s 1 

Decided on trial. 

Finally disposed of 

Decided on trial. 



Finally disposed of 

Captain ) 
Plant* | 

i 


> 1 1 
1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

• 

i 

i 

Deputy ^ 
Cominis | j 
sioncr. J 

1 

. 3J> 

! ^ 
I 

! 30 

! 

0,0, 

1 

1 

l 

i 

2 1 

. 

9 1 11 

1 

1 


Thus out of the whole year 87 days were employed in Civil 
business which comprised 50 Appeals, 2 Original suits, and 
11 Miscellaneous cases, or a total of 63 cases — this gives 1. 3 
days to each case on the average as the duration in the De- 
puty Commissioner’s Court. 

The above period 87 days is the actual number of days 
in which the Court was engaged in trying Suits and Appeals. 

9. The following Officers were Extra Assistant Com- 
missioners 1st class 2nd grade, 3rd class, 2nd 3rd and 4th 
grades, in this District throughout the year. The statement 
shows the number of Suits decided on trial by each -Officer, 
the number of Appeals preferred from their decisions, and the 
result of those disposed of during the year are shown below : 



arAkan bivision— -ramree 

. r{ — , r 


s « 




'8 


lg 


Name and official designation]^ "1 ^ 

H i’-B -a 


__ Appeals 

, © i 

is - 




S< p 




Moung Shw<$ Dike Kay E A 1 j 

Oomi 1st class 2nd grade 01 ! 20 i 12 
„ Na Hto Shw6 offg E A* 1 I 

Corni 1st class 2nd grade . 2 ~> 3 [ 

„ Na Jfto Shwti E A Conn . , <r 

3rdd«iss 3id giado 1 03 1 11 I -> 



p 

& 


I s 

I p 

V* 


B 
■ p 


si 


2 

3 


, Htoon Aye oftg E A 
Comr 3rd class 3rd grade 
„ Hla Htoon Oung E A 
Oomr 3rd class 2nd giade, 
„ # Phoung Tha Oo E A 
Comr 3rd class 4th grade 


23 

40 


0 

8 


3 

3 


3 , 

J 


Total .. 270 | 50 23 ' 10 

I 


i 


1 

4 


§p 

•3 

g 


v 


which shows a general favorable result; for out of 276 cases 
decided on trial only 50 Appeals were presented and of these 
the judgment of the Lower Court was confirmed in 23 cases, 
in 7 eases Appeal was rejected, and 4 cases otherwise set* * 
tied, that is out of 50 Appeals, in 34 the decisions were undis- 
turbed. 


Out of 6t cases decide^ by Extra ArtBistant Commissioner 
(1st Class 2nd Grade) Moung ^hwd Dike ltay, 20 Appeals 
were presented, in 1 5 of which his decision was undistdrbed, 
and only 2 reversed and 3 modified, which result is favorable 
to that officer-— because his Court being situated in the same 
building as the Appellate Court, appellants are not deterred 
appealing by having a journoy to undertake before presenting 
their petition or informing their pleaders. Extra Assistant 
Commissioner 3rd Class 2nd Grado, Moung Hla Htoon Oung, 
decided 49 cases, out of which 8 were brought up in Appeal — 
out of these 8, his decision was only confirmed in 3 cases and 
disturbed in 5 cases -this result does not show favorably to 
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this officer, and shows a falling off from" the result in 1867, 
perhaps the change from Kantoungyee to A eng may have 
disturbed him. . 

✓ % 

[Extra Assistant Commissioner 3rd Class 3rd Grade 
Moung Na-Hto Shwe, decided 88 cases, out of which only 1 4 
Appeals arose, his decision being disturbed in 2 cases only, 
a highly creditable result to him. Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioner 3rd Class 4th Grade Phoung Tha Oo, decided 55, 
cases on trial, out of which only 2 were appealed, in one of 
which his order was reversed. This is a favorable result, but 
the distance of his Court from the Appellate Court no doubt 
influences the number of Appeals brought up, so the actual 
number of cases appealed during the year is no lair criterion 
of his judgment which there is just reason to consider is good. 
Moung Htoon Aye, officiated as Extra .Assistant Commis- 
sioner during the absence of Extra Assistant Commissioner, 
Moung Shwk Dike Kay on leave, and he decided 23 cases, 
6 were appealed, his order in 3 cases upheld, in 2 revenged 
and in 1 modified, a fair result for a man placed on ^he bench 
for the first time, and indicates the possession of a very fair 
intellect and judgment. 

Extra Assistant Commissioner Moung Shwe Dike Kay 
is a good judicial officer, careful, zealous and pains taking. 
He has lately been most deservedly promoted to Extra As- 
sistan Commissioner 1st Class 2nd Grade from 2nd Class 1st 
Grade. 

Extra Assistant Commissioner 3rd Class 2nd Grade, 
Moung Ilia Htoon #ung, improves on acquaintance, and is an 
intelligent officer, a little hasty in coming to conclusions and 
forgetful at times. 

Extra Assistant Commissioner, Moung Na-Hto Shwe, 
is a very superior man, quiet in rnannets, decided in character, 
careful in his work, zealous, painstaking and intelligent, well 
worthy of promotion. He is only Extra Assistant Com- 
missioner 3rd Class 3rd Grade, and is posted in the most im- 
portant and largest town in the District and well he has per- 
formed his task in looking after it. 
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Extra Assistant Commissioner, Moung Phoung-tha-Oo, 
is a good judicial officer, tho’ old and slow. 

Moung Htoon Aye, is a clerk of the Deputy Commis- 
sioner’s Court, the short time he sat on the bench shows* he 
promise? well as a judicial officer. 


10. The following Statement shows the cases in which t 
the parties were personally present before the Court : — 


• 

?s & 

'3 "s3 ■* J . 

%4> 

3 % 

r3 . 

|4^ 

« § ii 

H.! | 

■5 io 

Official Designation. 

s as t5 

ST & 

n ^ 'w o 

J| 

5 S' 5 


(— i 

?= § « 
a & 

► 1! 
c; ^ 30 

.3 2 £ 

MS 


HH 


H- 1 

Deputy Commissioner 

1 

1 

1 0 

1 

Ex. A -.st. Coin nil*. 1st Hass 2nd giade. 

21 

31 

67 

Offg. do do. 

13. 

4 

28 

Ex. do do ‘lid class 3rd grade 

40 

.31 

60 

Offg. do. do 

14 

11 

2G 

Ex. do do. 3id do 2nd do. 

a 

7 

68 

do. do. do. 4th do 

8 

18 

66 

Total ... 

103 

122 

322 


which shows that iu the greater number of eases both partie 
entered a personal appearance. 

V- 

11. The average duration of Suits in the Deputy Com- 
missioner, Extra Assistant Commissioner, 1st Class, 2nd 
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Grade, and Extra Assistant Coifimissioners, 3rd Glas£ 2nd; 3rd, 
and 4th Grade Courts, is shown in the following table: — 


■ 1 Deterio 

.Improvement.! ration 


Official IVsig nut ion 


Deputy ( \>nimis.sion<‘i 
Ex Asst Cumiur Ist^ 
Class 2nd Crude ) 

Offg. do. tin J 

Ex. Asst Oommi 3rd ^ 
Class 3rd Crude \ 

Offg. do do J 

Ex Asst Coinmr 3rd ) 
Class 2nd Grade j 
do do. 4tli Grade 


A\ei2igc total .. 


£ 

s 

j Days 

rJ3 

"H 

O 

/. 

>■* 

ctf 

1 Oi 

1 u- 

Month 

Days. 

H 

a 

Days,. 

1 

i 

... , 

! 

i 

! .3 

21. 

. . . 

.. . 


21 7 

1 

i 

21 5 

.2 

i 

° ua 

... 


12 31 

| 

•• 

69 

... | 54 

i 

u 

. 

... 


15 S 1 

. . . 

17.8 

... ...4 


2 3 

... 

13 7 

1 _ 

i 

i 

15 

... 1 ... 

1 

1.3 

( 

is G 

i 

... 

14 04 1 

4 5 

... 


{showing an Improvement of 4.5 clays in the District. . 

The improvement in the Deputy Commissioner’s Court 
is large, and owing chiefly to the' great and unavoidable delay 
\n one case in lb67. 

The deterioration in tlio Aeng and Oheduba Courts is 
slight. 

r 

General Observations. 

During the year, three out of the 15 certificated pleaders 
in the District in 1667 have died, the remaining men are 
those 12 who have passed the prescribed examination — No 
complaints have been made against these pleaders during 
the year, of any malfeasance in their professional duties; of 
these pleaders Shw£ Oung appears to be the best acquainted 
with hie profession and Jaw. 
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A t n examination for 3rd Class Pleader was held on the 
15th October 1868, but only one candidate presented himeelx 
for examination, but he failed to attain the necessary marks 
required to pass. 

The existing 12 pleaders seem amply sufficient for the law 
requirements of the District, but of course this is no reason why 
candidates should not come up for examination if they choose. 

13 Deeds were registered this year, all being permanent 
conveyance gf land. The increase in the number registered 
this year is owing to instruction being given to the different 
Thoogyees to make no changes in the names of owners of land, 
entered in their Land Assessment register without getting 
orders from the Deputy Commissioner to do so. 

This occasioned any purchasers of land to apply to have 
their names entered as owners in the said Register, and when 
said application was made they were advised to register the 
deed of sqle, and as the Registry Fee was small — this advice 
was acted upon — Years ago the late Major T. P. Sparks took 
great pains to have only the real owners of the land entered 
injdxe Thoogyee Land Assessment Register which being done 
he ordered no change to be made without the peAnissiop of 
Deputy Commissioner in those names ; this exeellenfrprovision 
had* fallen into disuse and accidentally coming to know 
of it. Captain Plant directed the old order to be again attended 
to, supplementing the same with the advice to register the 
deed of sale. 

This it is hoped will act as the thin end of the wedge 
and show the people the great use and ] rotective impor- 
tance of registering deeds of conveyance. 

No Suit was either instituted or defended in the District 
during 1868 on the part of Government. 

The Registers of the different Courts are all well kept up 
to date — those of the Lower Courts have been inspected by the 
Deputy Commissioner during the year and have been neatly, 
cleanly and carefully written, and are a credit to the different 
writers of those Courts— when any mistakes or misunder- 
standing were detected or found to exist they were pointed 
out or explained. 



130 ctvir. jrsiith lthponr 1868 

The Registers of the Courts were inspected by the De- 
puty Commissioner as follows : — 

Cheduba E. A. Commissioner’s Court, in March 1868. 


Ramreo. 

• r 

Do. 

Do. 

March and October. 

Aeng 

Do. 

Do. 

November. 

Kyouk Phyoo 

Do. 

Do. 

Monthly, 


The Registers of the Deputy Commissioner’s Court were in- 
spected by the Commissioner in March and December 1868. 

The Library Books are in good preservation, kept in 
order and Catalogue written up. 

The Records have been arranged — those selected for 
destruction have been burned after careful inspection by the 
Deputy Commissioner in his presence. 

The Record room is a masonry building and kept as neat- 
ly and orderly as well could be. 

The Commissioner was pleased to express his satisfaction 
on the occasion of his inspection on the 21 st December 1868. 

The l^azir is under good and tangible security to the 
amount of Its. 2,000, the same being in landed property. 
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REPORT. ' 

OF THK 

DISTRICT MAGISTRATE OF SANDOWAY. 

For 1868. 

From J. K. Maorvs Esquire, Deputy Commissioner, Sandoway, to the Com- 
missioner of Arakan, Akyab No. 6, dated Sandoway, the 23rd Jan. 1869. 

1st. Report on Civil Justice in the District of Skndo- 
way for tin? y( ar 1868. • * 

2nd. Captain W. W. Pemberton held the Office of De~ 
puty Commissioner of the*District, from 1st January to 31st 
December, and sat 1 42 days for the disposal of Civil business. 

Moung Tlrtt Dway, was Extra Assistant Commissioner 
2nd Class, from the 1st to 12th January, and from 14th March 
to the 31st December 

4 

• MoUng Shw& Boo ; Extra Assistant Commissioner 3rd 
Class, Northern Township, Officiated in the Court of the Extra 
Assistant Commissioner 2nd Class, from 13th January to 
13th March, in addition to his own duties. 

Moung Shwd Boo, held the appointment of Extra As- 
sistant Commissioner 3rd Class, for the Northern Township; 
and Moung Kyahoung, that ot Extra Assistant Commissioner 
3rd Class, for the Southern Township, from the 1st January 
to 31st December. 

The following was the state of Regular files o £ the 1st 
January 1868 and 1st January 1869. 

1868 18G9 

Captain W. W Pemberton Dy Comr. £ Origfnal 

Moung Tha Dway Ex. Asst. Comr 2nd Class ... 1 

Moung Sliwfc Boo OiFg. ditto 

Moung Shwe Boo Ex Asst. Conn. 2nd Class Nor- ) 

them Township J 

Moung Kyahoung do Southern Township 

Total ... 1 

Incie*aso ... 1 


Deo eaMj 
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The number of Ruguhu' Suits' and Appeals instituted 
during the past 2 years as below, shows a decrease of 81. cases 
in the year under roview. 


Deputy Commissioners Court | Onwinad* 

1867 

46 

1868 

44 

Court of Extra Assistant Commissioner 2nd Class 

167 

204 

Court of Northern Extra Asst. Oomr. 3rd Class 

203 

96 

Court of Southern ‘ Ditto 

03 

84 

Total 

.>09 

428 

Increase, 

... 

... 

Decrease* 


81 


One Original ease \\\u tried in the Deputy Commissioner's Court but as 
it was instituted in that of the Extra Assistant Commissioner 2nd Class, it is 
omitted from this Statement. 

The decrease is principally in tlie Northern Extra Assis- 
tant Commissioner’s Court, and is caused by the great stimulus 
given to litigation in that the year before last by the extra- 
ordinary high price of paddy, and small contractors for that 
article refusing to fulfil their agreements, it will be remem- 
bered that in that year the number of cases rose from 128 
to 203. . 

The number of Regular Suits and Appeals decided on tri- 
al and finally disposed of during the years 1867 and 1868 is as 
follows and shows a Decrease of 83 cases decided on trial and 
*of 88 finally disposed of during the year under review : — 


18(57. 


1868. 


Deputy Commissioner's Court. 

2nd Class Ex. Asst. Commissioner's Court. 
Northern 3rd Cla-ss Ex. A. Comr’s. Court. 
Southern Do. Do. 


Total 

Increase 

Decrease 


1 Decided 

Oil 

Trial. 

Finally 

disposed 

of. 

Decided 

Oil 

Trial. 

Finally 

disposed 

of 

46 

133 

168 

61 

t 

50 

168 

204 

93 

41 

149 

80 
* 44 

<* 

45 

202 

96 

84 

397 i 315 3X4 

* 427 

... 1 ... 

- J 



•• , • 

83 

88 


This elusive of ouc case transferred to the Deputy Commissioner's Court. 
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The state of the files as regards Suits and Appeals pending 
above one year stood on the 1st January 1868and 1st January 
1869 as follows: — 


1868 ‘1869 


Deputy Commissioner’s ( Vmrt ... 

2nd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court . . . 
Northern 3rd Class Assistant Commissioner’s Court 
Southern do do 



0 

0 

0 

0 


BLANK,* 


Total . 0 0 

* 

Increase ..0 0 


* Decrease... 0 0 

• — — 
The state of the Miscellaneous files on the 1st January 
1868 and 1st January 1869 was as follows: — 


go < y » 
. co «o 
30 OO 


Deputy Commissioner’s Court . , . 

2nd Class Extra Assistant Commisi oner’s Court... 
Northern 3rd Class Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court 
Southern do. do 



0 

2 

0 

0 


Total . 0 2 

Increase ... 0 2 

Decrease .. 0 0 

The following Statement shows the number of Miscella- 
neous cases instituted and disposed of in the years 1867 and 
1868 as also the number of cases of above one years standing, 
at the close of these years respectively : — ’ 


1898 1867 
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erVIL JCSTICE REPORT 1868. 





i 

o> 

1 • 


'i 

to 

11 ^ 
go o 

So * *£ 

ii 

it 

CS o> 

* 

* 

*3 +* 


& a 

Capt. W>W. Pemberton Dy. (Commissioner 
Moung Tha Dway Extra Assistant (Com- 1 
sion 2nd Class ... . . / 

16 

12 

r ' 

16 


133 

135 

133 

... 

Moung Shw£ Boo Offg.‘ do . ) 

Moung Shw6 Boo Northern Extra Assis- ) 

C6 

66 

66 


, tant Commissioner 3rd Class . . J 

. . . 

Moung Kyahoung Southern do 

I 

8 

5 

8 


Total . . 

• 

223 

,218 

225’ 

■ 

Capt. W. VV. Pemberton Dy. Commissioner 
Moung Tha Dway Extra Assistant Com- \ 
l missioner 2nd Class . . . . - - - r 

l 

7 

. i 

5 1 

\ 

. 

7 


176 

68 

174 


; Moung Shwd Boo Offg. do . . ) 

Moung Shwd Boo Northern Extra Assistant ) 

15 

o 

13 


Commissioner 3rd Class ... . . . j 

O 

... 

Moung Kyahoung Southern do 

1 

12 

7 

12 

• • • 

Total 

210 

83 1 

208 


Increase 


~~ 1 



Decrease 

13 ; 

135 1 

1 "l 7 1 1 



A decrease in Miscellaneous Suits and Proceedings naturally 
follows from the decrease in Regular Cases. 
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The following Statement shows the work done by the 
Deputy Commissioner. 


Appeals. 


Original 


~ . Miscella-f Miscella- 

Re S u1ar * UAO..R. f Regular. 


1 1 *3 
£ 1 X 


1 1 1 jj 

g ll IS 


Captain W. \V. Pemberton, Deputy Commis-| 

sioner ‘ , 40 14 


The following statement shows the number of Suits 
decided on Trial by each Extra Assistant Commissioner, the 
number of Appeals preferred from their decision and the re- 
sult of those disposed of during the year are shoWn below: — 


1 S' 3 ! 4 


Appeals. 


ifoung Tha Dway Extra Asst. Oomr. 2nd ) , 

Class. ( 

Shwd Boo Offg. .. Do. ... 23 
>, Shwd Boo Extra Asst. Comr. 3rd Class 80 


„ Kyahoung Do. 


i §! 1 

* ?> In 


I 1 I 

i , g f I 

| || | 

y\ \ K 


126 27 19 3 3 

23 3 1 1 1 

80 8 2 .5 1 

44 6 1 2 1 


Total... 1273 44 1 23 I 11 I 6 ' 1 
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The following Statement shows tho Cases in which the 
parties were personally present before the Court : 


S * 

S6 - a 

$ti es 
<u. 

CO 

,jQ ci ® 

*5 I g 


a g 

•3 s 

J S,t; 

oJ S3 
Q =3 « 
M gg O 

Ja 


I. 


„ p,g 

" a«g 

a ss -a 


.3 & 

|s 

_cs 

2 h 

•tS ^ © 

'S 2^ 

gt S ® 
d £ "S 


Deputy Commissionei’s Court ... 
2nd Cliss Ex : Asst: Comr’s Court 
Northern 3rd Class do. 

Southern 3rd Class do 


37 

13 

31 


o 

9 


± 


1 

145 

79 

44* 


The average duration of Suits in the Deputy Commis 
sionor’s and Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Courts are as 
follows : — 

. - - * j- — - » . 

| 18(!7. 1868. | Improve-, DetenoP- 


ment. 


ation. 


ea I rS 
S* 1 o 

« I & 


17 


8 

G 

10 


*5 ’ 

* 5* 1 

Jill 

1 1 

. a i 

a i 

Days, ! 

OB 

;1 

a 

Days, j 

. 1 9 , 

1 1 

1 ' 

8 


i 

! 10 

, 

20 


j 

10 

1 9 

* 



2 

J 9_ 


.. 


CO 

1 


any of tho Courts for 


f Appeal. I 

Deputy Commissioner's Court-} l 

1 Original. . 1 

2nd Class Extra Assistant Comr’s. Court | 

Northern 3rd Class do. , 

S outhern 3 r d Cla ss dm . J ^ 

There were no cases on the filbs of 
upwards of a year. 

There was no case in which Government was a party. 
Five persons only have been imprisoned for debt during 
the year and no ono remained in custody at the close of the. 
year. * ' * 

No Cases have been referred to arbitration from any of 
the Courts of this District. 

There have been no deeds Registered during the year; the 
only papers registered are two powers of Attorney. 
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I have examined the register of deeds (one Book has 
hitherto been kept for all, as the entries are so few in number) 
and found it in good order. 

Pleaders practising in the Courts are five in number, all 
3rd class ; no fresh Candidates presented themselves for exa- 
mination. 

The Registers of the Court of the Extra Assistant Com- 
missioner 2nd Class are kept up and in good order, the writer 
lias not personally examined the others. 

The Security of the Bailiff is good. 

The library books entered in the Register are filled and 
in good order. 

The Records are filed up to 18Gb and the Uazett& filed 
regularly. 

The Subordinate Judges are named in the 2nd para of 
this report ; the writer having taken charge of this District 
only on the 8th instant, is not in a position to report on their 
characters, but the late Deputy Commissioner's opinion of 
them will be found in his report of last year when they occu- 
pied the same positions as at present. 

The new Stamp Act u orks well except that owing to the 
very large range in the denominations of Stamps required for 
plaints under its operation there is a difficulty in at all times 
keeping up the supply at the remote Stations, and it has been 
found necessary sometimes to use two Stamps to make up 
the exact value. A portion of the decrease in the number 
and value of Suits instituted this year may be due to the en- 
hanced value of Stamps on plaints, which only operated on a 
portion of last year, but I do not think it has affected litiga- 
tion much. The Annual Returns submitted herewith contain 
all further information requisite, and there is nothing in their 
contents to call for particular comment. 

There was no ease in which the parties were English and 
the documout in that language. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 

BISTRICT MAGISTRATE OF RANGOON 

For 1868. 

Statement No. I. 


OASES INSTITUTED 


1,918 Civil Cases were instituted in all the Courts dur- 
ing the year — 1 4 over last year and 
134 ovqr the year 1866. Tn Appeals' 
the Cases are 9J or 10 less than last 
ye^r. 



Appeals 

OmmvAi 

1807 

101 

1 1 904 

1868 

w 1 

) 918 

Decrease 

.1* 1 

| Inert ist 14 

* MISCELLANEOUS 

Casfs 

1867 


087 

1808 


897 


2 . Number of Miscellaneous 
Suits is uoted in the margin shew- 
ing an increase of 60 cases. 


3. The Deputy Commissioner is glad to find' a Decrease 
in Appeal' Cases, —doubtless the reason is attributable to the 
subordinate Judges being better acquainted with our systems, 
and to the fact that litigation is more expensive than former- 
ly. The Pleaders again have been severely checked for 
bringing up groundless Appeals and threatened with suspen- 
sion. 

4. In Original Cases only 33 cases were pending in all 

pending cases. the Courts against 102 last year. 7 

Appeals were pending this year 
against none last. The Deputy Commissioner was ordered 
away from Rangoon on duty to the Frontier on the 12th of 
December, these Appeals shown as Pending for the year un- 
der rbview were instituted during his absence before the close 
of the year and he was of course unable to take them up. 

Classification of Cases. 

Statement No. II. # 

5. Appeals regarding immoveable property amounted 

appeals. to 26 against 31 in 1867, the difference 

is so small that special notice is not 
called for. 
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6. Appeals against Decrees for mo\ cable property num- 
ber 6.3 against 70 the previous year. 

7. In all the Courts 11)18 cases were instituted, only 

original surra. ( one was heard by the Deputy 

Commissioner -this case was received 
by transfer from Prome by order of the Chief Commissioner, 
the case was for a large amount and tried in “ forma pau- 
peris” -the Plaintiff lost his case. The Assistant Commis- 
sioners disposed of 81 cases, the remainder were disppsed of 
by the Natives Judges of the country. 

Detail or Sens. 

Statement No. III. 

S. The Deputy Commissioners disposed of .84 ( 'ases, 
appeals 1 11 ^ Cases the orders of tlio lower 

Courts were reversed, in 38, upheld, 2 
were compromised, 4 withdrawn, leaving 7 pending as shewn 
in Statement No. 1. nearly .30 per cent of the lower Courts 
orders were reversed. 


ORIGINAL OASES. 


9. 1,987 Cases disposed of during the year - against 

1,878 during the previous, showing 
an increase of 109 Cases-— 755 Cases 

were in favor of the plaintiff or 3S per cent. — only 1 83 in favor 
of defendant — this shews that the .Burmese do not generally 
go to Law without good grounds ; besides the decrees actually 
obtained in hearings, 155 ex-partc decrees were given in favor 
of plaintiff. In 141 Cases compromises were filed, 753 were 
either dismissed or withdrawn, 689 of them before the 
Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Courts. 

♦ 

10. From the decisions of the Courts Subordinate to 

appeals. the Deputy Commissioner 91 Ap- 

From each of the suwtnate. peals were preferred %Below is a ta- 

bular Statement showing the number 
of Appeals from each Court. 
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Courts* 


Awjtatant Commissioner, Rangoon 

7 

2 

Ditto 

Yriudocni Sub-Dmxion I 

I 5 1 

2 

Ditto 

Rangoon ^Lt ExanxoiO j 

2 j 

2 

E\ti a Assistant Coiuiiussionei. IstClixsuf / 
Pegu Sub Diwxion ) t 

1 ) 

t 

M\<> OU 

of Pegu E A CoumiiNsiomi / 
3i <1 ( 4 1 ) 

2 i 

i 

Do 

of Zy nsgain iu\ 

9 

h 

Du 

of Ang>u 1 

lb 

9 

Do 

of 1 \\ aut«i\ 

lo 

n 

Do 

of Hiuaubu 

1 

2 

Do 

of Thanl^ne 

14 

5 

Do 

of Hlvnc « 

4 

2 

Do 

of Pjapong . 

*» 

1 


i 

Toi vi 91 , 3S 

i 






Mi\ Lonsdale Assistant Commissioner Rangoon disposed 
of 8 Cases; 7 Appeals were preferred against his decisions — 
in 2 they were upheld and in 3 modified or reversed leaving 
*2 pending at the close of the year 

Captain Prondergast tried .16 cases, o were Appealed, 
his decisions were upheld in 2 and leversed or modified in 2 
leaving one pending* 

Lieutenant Evanson tried 1 1 cases and 2 Appeals were 
filed, his decrees were upheld in both. 

The Extra Assistant Commissioner 1st class tried 187 
cases ; in 1 3 cases his decisions v ere appealed against or over 



142 


oivTl justice itrroirr lh6S 

6 per cent in 12 cases his decrees were reversed or modified — 
and in only one caseyvas his decision confirmed 

• Before the Extra Assistant Commissioners 3rd class, 
1,724 cases v were tried, 64 were appealed ora little over3 
per cent. The greatest number of Appeals were from the Extra 
Assistant Commissioner of A-ngvee Township, and the least 
from the Extra Assistant Commissioner of Pegu. 

►SiAThUFM No IV 

11. During the average duration of Civil Suits was 

I 7 davs, the tabular Statement below 

Ourttnn of '■siutu . , * . , 

101 the cur lent veal ^hews an average 
of only 13 days which the I )eputy Commissioner considers 
satisfactory 


Names of Townships and Ohcs) Jhtia 

Assistant C ommissioueis :3rd (lass 

Rt gular Suits 

i 

\f iscellancous 
Gases 

i 


Month* I )a v s 

Month Da'vs 

Pegu Moung Shwe Thre Gal ay 

U 

9 

Zynsganyne — Monng Pan Ihen 

1 20 

10 

PyajxMg — \loung Tsau Tlia 

14 

10 

Ang>ei - Moung »sh\M All 

<) 

9 

i 

Twautaj Moung W\ht» 

13 

11 

Hmaubee Moung Doon 

9 

0 

Thanh lie Moung Tha Doon Ourig 

1 1 

12 

Hlyne —Moung Gala\ 

1 1 

. 10 

Total average of b Kxtia Assistant (Commissioners 

l 1 

10 


In the Extra Assistant Commissioners’ Courts, the aver- 
age is 13 against last year 

12. The duration of Appeals before the Deputy Com- 
DUBATios or appeals. missioiier was 27 days for the current 

year against 40 days last year —there 
is no d faculty in disposing of Appeals rapidly but during cer- 
tains seasons of the year communication with the subordinate 
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judges is very ^difficult aud cases are frequently postponed, 
because the proceedings have not arrived on the day fixed 
for hearing of Appeals. The Deputy Cobimissioner has fixed 
two days for this duty, Wednesday and Saturday. 


13. The total value of Appeal Suits amounted to Its. 
value of suits. 21,474 in 1867 but Rs. 17,710 dur* 

it in* 21,174 ing the current year- shewing a De- 

18 " 17,719 i ' rease of Rs. 3,755; no particular 

Decrease R* 4,7% caUSO is assignable. 

In Original Suits value amounted in 1867 to its. 1,88,150 
r Ha 188,150 against Rs. 1,72,010 this year, shew- 

8 jl* J: 72,< !^ i ng also a Decrease of Rs. 15,240. 

Pccicibc Hs 1 ,-'40 


Its 21,174 
17,710 


Decrease Rs 4,756 


R« 1 88,150 
„ 1,72.010 


The total value of Suits in Miscellaneous Suits amount- 
r ns 07.242 ed to Its. 67,232 in 1867 against 

* ” 03,306 Rs. 63,366 during the current yeai 

Dciiewe Rs j,soo shewing a I Jecrease of Rs. 3,866. 


14. Tin* value of Stamps on Law Papers including Ap- 
value or stamps on peals, i )ngjnal and -5Iiscellanoous 
LAW papers. Cases was 10,857 in J 86 7 -it amount- 


ed to Rs. 20,797 foi tlie current year ; 
then' was only a difference of 13 cases 


which will probably account tor this increase the Percentage 
from Stamps is 17 per cent on the amount sued for in Re- 
gular Suits and Appeals with Miscellaneous ( ’ases. 


AMOUNT 0P COSTS. 

istr Us *2« ua 

18t>8 , . 

1m ren n e It*. I f l‘*7 


15. The total costs incurred by 
parties amounted to 27,663 against 
26,466 last year. 


16. Tlie Deputy Commissioner examined the Registers 
-his remarks on the manner in which 
bechstebs of town lots. faQy are kept will be found on a sepa- 
rate paper. Mr. Evanson had great trouble in bringing 
these Books into order, he has succeeded in doing so to the 
credit of himself and the benefit of 'the public. 

1 7. A separate report is drawn up 
under this head. 


BBGISTEB8 OF DEEDS. 
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18. 19 Cases were referred to Arbitrators through the 

arbitkation Oourt-^agaiust 1 8 last year, the Cases 

referred are those generally which in- 
volve a careful enquiry into accounts. 1 5 were referred privately 
and the award sought to be established by the Court, 13 
were similarly disposed of last year. 

19. The Deputy Commissioner does not think the Bur- 
mese, so long as they can get speedy orders regarding their 
Cases care much about Arbitration, they would rather see their 
Cases disposed of by our Regular Courts; it is only when de- 
lay in disposing of Cases takes place that the suitors consent 
to private Arbitration. It was at one time thought that by 
resorting to private Arbitration that the costs of Stamps 
would be avoided ; for instance, in many Cases the Deputy 
Commissioner found that the disputants had frequently 
drawn up A greements on plain paper and included a clause to 
the effect that should cither party ever proceed to law lie 
should pay the stamp paper which was payable on the docu- 
ment, the result was that in cases when one of the parties did 
appear before the courts his claims were frequently thrown 
out, because he had intentionally, avoided the stamp dues £ s 
was evident from the wording of the Agreement brought 
forward to support a claim. 

20. 389" Applications for Execution of Decrees were 

EXECUTION OF DECREES. B1 f inst 337 the previous year 

naturally most of the applications were 
before the Myo Okes or Extra Assistant Commissioners. 17 
persons were imprisoned in the Civil Gaol as J udgnient debtors 
— this is a small number, they seldom remain more than one 
month in Gaol, as shewn in a former portion of this Report — it 
is shewn that 1987 Decrees were issued during the year; in 16 

S er cent therefore further steps were necessary before the 
Original decree of the Court was carried out. 

* Exclusive of 13 pending last year 


Report on Books ani> Registers. . 


The Register Books of tho Registrar of Town lots have 
beea very carefully and clearly kept during Mr. Evanson’s 
incumbency of Office ; the rules are strictly carried out. 



peuv iimsiox-— ranmoox 


14$ 


Aihutioxal Section. 

Registration or Dekus. 

21. In comparing the Documents Registered last a- 
gainst the number of those Registered in the present year, 
the Deputy Commissioner finds as follows : - 

1867 Permanent Conveyance #98 

1 868 Do. 390 

Decrease 208 

1867 Temporal v Conveyance .H4 

1 868 Do. 107 

Decrease 137 

fs67 Cenoral Conveyance 51 

1.80s Do. 52 

I n crease ] 

l 807 Wills ... O 

1868 Do 3 

* 

Increase 3 


22. The amount of* Fees received comes to Rs. 2,292 
out of this Sum one fourth was paid to the Clerk. The As- 
sistant Commissioner has to supply the Books and Stationary. 
The cost of these in 1868 Comes to Us. 15. 

23. The Register Books are all up to date as well as 
the Indices. Mr. Do'^sdale has exerted himself in a creditable 
manner to bring up these Books up to date. 

24k There is a large Decrease in Registration by Per- 
manent and Temporary Conveyances. The Deputy Com- 
missioner attributes tlie cause to the very high interest 
demanded on Money —and to the general scarcity of money 
in the market which has existed throughout the year. 
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2 j. The Deputy Commissioner has examined the records 
of the Assistant Commissioners and finds that they are kept 
well up to date — in Mr. Lonsdale's Court the Signature of 
the Officer trying the Case in the last column was wanting 
this has been noticed and will he rectified. 

Statement of Registration of Deeds, Rangoon District 
Pegu Division, for 1868. 


No. of l u or Is registered. 


Station where there is 

1 H V 
i # a 

1 5 i 

j 



Name of Registering 

a Registering Officer. j 

1 2 
£ 2 

\ 5 ? 

H - 3j* 

IS" 

i ’f 
:=3 

1 

£ 1 

Officer. 


& ~ 
i **£ 

j 

£ — 

H 3 

1 

p= 

‘ £ 


Rangoon 

:wo 

4<>7 

5i> 

3 

832 

Mr P. F. Lonsdale. 
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REPORT 

OF Tllh 

CANTONMENT MAGISTRATE OF RANGOON 

For 18«H. 

— UO - — 

From W E H roues Esq , Cantonment Magistrate, to the Commissioner of 
Pegu, Rangoon, No 1 I, dated Rangoon the 15th February 1801). 

In forwarding the Civil Returns for the year 1 868 , I 
have the honor to report the different changes in the Presid- 
ing Officers during the year. 

1. The Office of the Judge of the Cantonment Small 
Cause Court was held by Major Duff from 1st January to 
2nd July and by Captain Lloyd from 3rd to 15th July by 
Major Duff from 16th July to 1st December and by myself 
from 2nd to 31st December Is68. 

2. The number of Suits instituted during the year was 
236 a decrease of 39 as compared with the former year and 
the value of the property litigated was Rs. 10,734-8-5 against 
12,605 the previous year and thus showing a decrease of Ru- 
pees 1871. 

3. The value of Stamps filed was Rupees 9 66 being a 
decrease of Rs. 139 as compared with the previous year while 
the costs were 356-6. 

4. Of the 236 Cases 59 was given in favor of Plaintiffs, 
27 in favor of Defendants, exparte decree 105, compromised 
10, withdrawn or dismissed 35 and one pending at close of the 
year. 

Execution was taken out in 67 cases. 

The average duration of Cases was one day and deten- 
tion of "Witnesses one day. 

The Civil Returns call for no particular remarks. 
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DISTRICT MAGISTRATE OF 6ASSEIN. 

I . The following Table shows the number of suits Ap- 
peals Original and Miscellaneous instituted, disposed of and 
pending at the -close of the year as compared with 1867. 



No of i 
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2L 1 
1 ^ 

3 
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| * 1 1 5 

^ 1 t- 

1 3 

4* J's ,'g 

1867 

416 1 , 

1 

21 

"'-i 

2,774 )4”J . 

5,4 54 

L12 1 

1 1 

2,<ji> ( o3 8 3,401* 

1 1 

7 (31 8 46 

1868 

1 • 
7.3H 8 

_ \j 

46 


2,736” 21 

5,381 

i m| 

I 1 i 

2, 7541523 3,364 

' 1 

II 13 » 33 

) 1 

Increase 

3 151 7 

i i 

25 

i « 

0 0 

0 

5 

0 0 0 1 

4 01 1 | 0 

Decrease 

| 0 0 0 

0 

0 i 

1 i 

* 38 21 

1 i 

51 

1 0 

5 15 1 5 

0 |18 0 1 13 


2. The above comparative statement shows a decrease 
of 53 suits of ail sorts instituted, a decrease of 15 suits dis- 
posed of, and also a decrease of 13 pending suits. The great- 
est falling off in suits has been in the Assistant Commissioner's 
Court at Bassein (Head .Quarters.) In 1867 — 469 cases were 
instituted: In 1868 only 289, showing a decrease of 180 cases 
viz: 140 original and 40 miscellaneous. 

In the Extra Assistant or Tsitkay’s Court which is like- 
wise at Head Quarters. In 1867 there were 346 cases in 
1 Ml 8 64 1 or an increase of ! 8 cases viz : 6 1 civil and 37 mis- 

» cl humous. If the two courts were lumped together (he re- ' 
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suit would be 1867 — 1015 casSs and 1868 — 933, or 82 cases 
less this year viz: 79 civil and 3 Miscellaneous. The large 
decrease of suits in the Assistant Commissioner's Court l at- 
tribute to an order I passed, that all suits in which Knllas 
were concerned should be instituted in the AWstant Com- 
missioner’s Court, and cdses in which Burmans were concerned 
in the Tsitkay’s Court I can give no reason for the decrease 
ol 82 cases in the year at Head Quarters, l suppose it may 
be put down to there being less matter for litigation than in 
the years previous. 

3rd The following Table will show the number of Civil 
Original Cases decided in each of the Subordinate Courts, the 
number of appeals from each court and the result. 
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civil justice abpdbt 18(58. 


The result of the Appeals* from the Courts of the Kyo- 
ungtha, Myoung Myh, Theegwen, and Tsabayon, Myo Okes 
is not favorable. The Assistant Commissioner and Extra 
Asst. Commissioner of Bassein and Laymyethna Myo Oke 
are very favorable. The percentage of Appeals from deci- 
sions is very small throughout with the exception of the 
Kyoungtha Myo Oke’s Court. From the Extra Asst. Com- 
missioner's Court at Ngathaing Khyoung there were seven 
Appeals 2 were confirmed, 2 compromised, 2 remanded and 
2 pending at the close of the year, the result is favorable. 

4. The following Table will show the number of Civil 
and Miscellaneous Cases instituted in each subordinate Court 
in the District, the number disposed of, and those pending at 
the close of the vear. 


Extra Asst. 
Do. 

Do. 

baymyethna 
Yaigyee 
Tsabayon 
Thee Gwen 
Rhwd Loung 
Myoutig Mya 
Nga Pootan 
Kyoungtha 



i Instituted in 1868 

i 



Pending at 


1 including pending 

1 Disposed of 


close of 


, from last year. 
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231 

65 

296 

230 

65 

296 

1 


1 

Do. Ngathaing... 

217 

42 

259 

215 

38 

253 

2 

4 

6 

Do. Bassein . . . 

512 

140 

652 

511 

140 

651 

1 


1 

Do. Pantanau . . . 

245 

47 

292 

244 

46 

289 

1 

2 

3 

Myo Oke . . 

310 

39 

349 

303 

36 

339 

7 

3 

10 

Do 

429 

68 

497 

428 

68 

496 

1 


1 

Do. 

163 

29 

192 

163 

29 

192 




Do 

199 

28 

227 

199 

28 

227 




Do. 

220 

19 

239 

220 

19 

239 




Do. 

! 94 

8 

102 

94 

8 

102 




Do 

! 103 

22 

125 

103 

22 

125 




Do 

44 


44 

44 


44 




Total 

2767 

507 

3274 

2754 

498 

3252 

13 

9 

22 


The X*aymyethna Myo Oke is the only one who shows a large 
number of cases pending. T have gone over his returns and 
find that five out of the 7 Civil cases were instituted after the 
22nd December ; the remaining -2 he might have disposed of, 
one was instituted on the 10th November and the second 7th 
December, he has been called upon to explain cause of 'delay* 
in these 2 cases. 
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5. The following comparative Statement will show the 
number of Civil Original Suits instituted in each Court with 
Increase and Decrease : — 




i 




Comts 

| 1 867 

1868 

§ i 

h 5 
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►s a 
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Deputy Commissioner 

I 

... 

... i i 

A Commissioner, Bassein 

3(i5 

225 

140 

E A Commissioner, Ngathaing fvli voting 

, 

217 

217 1 ... 

E. A. Commissioner, Bassein. 

443 

i 504 

61 

E. A Commissioner, Pin it an an .. 

1 *228 

243 

15 

Laymyethna 

Myo Oke 

372 

1 303 

09 

Ydigjw 

Do 

490 

i 424 

, ... GO 

Tsabayon 

Do 

196 

, 100 

1 ... 36 

Thee (3 wen 

Do 

205 

199 

' ... 6 

Shwe Loung 

Do 

222 | 

| 220 

2 

M young Mya 

Do 

88 

94 

« 

Nga Pootan 

Do 

105 1 

103 

... i 2 

Kyoungtha 

Do 

59 

44 

15 


Total 

2,774 

2,736 

299 337 


The largest decrease it will be observed is in the Assistant 
Commissioner’s Court; I have given reason for the decrease 
in a previous para : - There is an increase of 217 cases shown 
under Ngathaing Khyoung ; this Court was only opened in 
the commencement of the year, and drew away a number of 
litigants from Laymyethna, Yaigyee and Tsabayon, being 
more central ; it will be observed th^t there is a decrease of 
69 Suits in Laymyethna, 66 in Yaigyee, and 36 in Tsabayon ; 
the total being 171, deduct from 217 instituted in the Extra 
Assistant Commissioner’s Court at Ngathaing Khyoung and 
there is an increase of 46 Suits. — The decrease at Kyoungtha 
is large in comparison to the number of Suits generally insti- 
tuted in that Court, the Myo Oke gives no reason for the 
excessive decrease which is just above 25 per cent. 

6. The following is a classification of appeals and origi- 
nal suits instituted before all the Courts in the Bassein Dis- 
trict during the year 1868 as per Col. 6 & 7 of Statement 
No. 1. 
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Out of tin’s number viz : 273G eases, 
by arbitrators, giving a percentage of 8. 

7. The following statement will show cases referred un- 
der section 312 andfiied under section 327, also classification 
of the cases : • 
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Divorce cases it will be seen make up half the cases that go 
up before arbitrators, thare are hundreds and hundreds of cases 
which never come before the Courts, but are settled by pri- 
vate arbitration; the parties agree to abide by the finding of 
a couple of elders ; it is done on the spot, the losing party'pays 
down whatever the claim was against him and there is nothing 
more about it. If the arbitrators are not exorbitant in their 
Yan-Poozan demands the people prefer settling their disputes 
amongst themselves to going to the expense of paying for 
stamps, and being done in different ways by the Shainais who 
flock about the Courts. 

8. The following statement shows execution cases: - 

J No of (Miscellaneous case o K\c« ution of onil m le 

decrees m 1808 423 
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9. The compartive average duration of suits in the De 
puty, Assistant, Extra Assistant Commissioners and Myo- 
Okes Courts is shewn in the following Table: — 
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The average 

duration in tfie Deputy Commissioner's Court 

in 


Appeal Oases, though 16 days less than the previous year, 
is again high this year, viz 70 days The Commissioner of 
Pegu is kindly referred to the explanation rendered on the 
submission of the Civil lleturns for the 2nd Quarter, the num- 
ber of cases pending then on the File was 48. The cause of 
it was, because the Deputy Commissioner was unable to dis- 
pose of more than 11 cases duiing the first half year, a’ 
portion of January was taken up with the Annual Returns 
and Reports, immediately after that, with Revenue Settle- 
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ment duties, from which he was ordered to the coast to hunt 
up the Bandit Shw& Moungand hie gang; after this expedi- 
tion, and immediately on return to Head Quarters, the at- 
tack on the Treasury took place : the enquiry into which, and 
other cases which sprung up from it occupied some days. 
The following is a Memo : of work done by the Deputy 
Commissioner from 1st January to 30th June. 

Civil Appeal Cases ... ... ... ... 11 

Criminal Do. ... ... ... ... . 4 

Civil Mis: Do. ... ... ... ... 10 

Criminal Miscellaneous* Cases ... ... ... 11 

Criminal Cases in which 253 persons were concerned 92 

Witnesses examined ... ... 342 

Petitions disposed, of ... ... ... ... 271 

Annual Civil, Criminal and Stamp Returns and Reports, 
Statistical Retnrns ; Breaking up of the Bandit Sliwfe Moungs 
Gang ; and disposal of him and his Lieut. Shwb BwA ; to 
say nothing of the retaking of 3 lacs of Government money 
from a Band of Dacoits which certainly did not take much 
time but gave a good deal of work afterwards. 

Revenue. 


Revenue Settlement, leasing of 31,800 n< i< s. 

Disposal of Revenue Cases and Petitions 647 

Revenue Reports and Returns, 

Abkarree Report, Local Fund Report and return, 
Statistical returns besides correspondence : 

From 1st July to end of the year. 

Civil Appeals ... ... ... ... ... 106 * 

Criminal Do. ... ... ... ... ... *10 

Criminal Cases in which 262 Persons were concerned 133 
Civil Mis : Cases ... ... ... ... ... 14 

Criminal Mis : Cases ... ... ... ... 26 

Witnesses examined ... ... ... ... 751 

Petitions disposed of ... ... ... ... 663 

Report on Arms Act, Section by Section 
Revenue Cases and Petitions ... ... 895 

Besides correspondence. 



15G 


oviL jrsrirvc ukpohi 1 S(jS 


10. The following is a comparative Statement of the 
value of Suits ( appeal and original ) Stamps and Costs. 
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11. The following is the comparative detailed State- 
ment of Deeds registered — 
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0 

0 

0 1 

0 

1 0 

.. ! 

0 

1 

Total 

0 

0 1 

jr 

5 

| 3,188 

0 

(fraud Total 1 

27 

8,813 


62 

43,695 

0 



pegp mvrsroy— BASSF.IN. 


157 


showing a very large increase* over lost year. The Register 
Books have all been examined by me they have been kept up 
in strict conformity Math the M Rules laid down for the Re- 
gistry of Deeds in the Province of Pegu.” 

1 2. The Register Books kept up in the different courts 
have all been inspected by me, and found to be according to 
form laid down. * 

13. % There was only one suit preferred duriiig the year 
in which Government was a party and that was iu the As- 
sistant Commissioners Court, the case; was filed by the Ex- 
ecutive Engineer against a Lime Contractor. 

1 4. Lieutenant M. C. Poole was Assistant Commis- 
sioner throughout the year, he is a painstaking intelligent 
officer, with very good judgment, I am very much satisfied in 

the manner he has conducted his duties. 

• 

15. Mr. R Perreau was Extra Assistant Commissioner 
at Ngathaing Kyoung throughout the year and carried on his # 
duties to my entire satisfaction, he is ’hard working, willing, 
and an intelligent officer, liked by the natives. 

• 16. Extra Assistant Commissioner Moung Shw6 Bo 

conducted his duties to my satisfaction, he had been ailing for 
some time and when he got very bad applied for leave and 
came into Bassein on the December and T am sorry 
to say died on the 7th January, 

1 7. Tsitkay Moung Shwe Byali 1 am glad to be able 
to report very favorably of, he has given me entire satisfac- 
tion, lie has been promoted lately to Extra Assistant 1st 
Grade 1st Class. 

IS. The Myo Okes have all performed their duties well. 
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1. (3 wing to the sudden departure of the Deputy Com- 

ejcplanatory. missioner, Major ^Hildebrand, who 

was compelled by ill -health to leave 
for England, ‘on the 7th February, the duty of preparing the 
Annual teports, has devolved, on the Assistant Commission- 
er Mya tuning. 

courts or the district. change occurred in any 

of the Courts, during the year. 

3. There were too Suits pending from 1K(>7 viz: 9G 

no. of suits before the Appeals, 1 Original Suit, and 3 Miseel- 

COUBis. la neons eases : 3330 ease^ were institu- 
ted during the year. # 

So that the total number of cases of all sorts before the 
Courts was 3430. 

4. < )f the above 3323 cases were disix>bud of, by all the 

number disposed of &c. Courts. leaving 107 pending at the 

# close of the year : of these latter, 99 

were Appeal cases before the District Court. 

The small number pending in the Subordinate Courts is 
very satisfactory. 

j. The number of cases instituted during the year, was 
no. compared wiTr last Y£ ab ^ 1 loss than the number in 1867: 

the decrease has taken place chiefly in 
Suits, for damages for personal injuries, and for debt. 

The following table shows the nature of the different 
cases, for the two years 1867 and 1868. 





Miscella- 


YVai 

Appeals 

Regular 

neous 

Total. 


Suits 

Cases 


1867 

1 6 L 

3170 

411 ~ 

3751 

1868 

139 

2772 

419 

3330 

1 noi*ea#»e 

... ... 

. . . 

' 8 \ 

. » • 

decrease 

.7.1 22 

407 

• • •• 

42 1 net 
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BigTaioT ooust cases, No original suits worn insti- 
tuted in the District Conri. . ,» 

Tlio Appeals Wtii'e as follows : 

Pending from 1867 

Instituted in 1868 

* jt- i < 

96 * 

Total.... 

Decided 

..283 

136 t 

* i* 

Pending 31st December 1868 

99 


7. The average time taken to decide these Appeals, was 
3 months and 23 days. This js somewhat loss than the ave- 
rage shown in the returns for 1867. 6 months and 29 days. 
The number of cases decided by the District Court too was 
much larger : 136 against 98 : this result will it is hoped bo 
considered satisfactory when it is recollected that, as in 1867, 
so during the year under report, the time of the Deputy Com- 
missioner has been entirely absorbed, by the large amount of 
Criminal work, which devolved upon him. The longest time 
taken to decide a else was 1 2 months and 3 days * this was 
a case left pending at the close of 1867, the only explanation 
which can be given, of the long delay that occurred in it, is that 
the Deputy Commissioner was unable to take it up in the early 
part of the year, owing to press of other more important work* 
The longest period any case on the file at the close of the 
year has been pending is 8 months sjnd 27 days. 

8. The Number of Cases left pending at the Close of 
the year was 95 or 3 more than were ponding in 1 867. 

Ft was a matter of great regret to Major Hilderbrand 
that .he could not reduce this number, but he found it utterly 
impossible to do m>. 

9. There were no Miscellaneous Appeals during the 

year. 

id. The 136 decided cases were thu* disposed of 


Confirmed ... * ... ... ... 36 

Reversed ... ... ... ... 49 

Modified ... ... ... ... 12 

* Rejected ... ... ... ... 4 

Otherwise disposed of ... ... 13 
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This is a slightly better result than was shown last year y 
but the proportion of cases in which the decisions of the Lower 
Courts were Reversed, is very high : the Deputy Commis- 
'sioner has more than once made the remark that some of the 
Myo Okes cannot be brought to frame proper issues, or to 
decide on. the issues they do frame. 

' ‘ 11. The number of Regular Suit# instituted in the 

arpTfl ni the a uBORPiHAT B Subordinate Courts was 2,772 one 
•ffuftm case was pending at the close of 1867. 

2,766 Cases were disposed of during the year, leaving 7 
Cases pending. 

12. The Annexed table shows in what Courts the Cases 
were instituted, and how they -were disposed of. 

' “V "i i”7*’ | 

I ■ 1 I 

*, $ i 1 g, . 

v ! ''If 

COURTS. ; ' ts u P 

& -§ T3 '■ St a S !-| O 

■ § ! : i ■ 5 . 2 ! ■£ . : £ 

| o ,£t c, ; a iS’si-c 


Assistant (Commissioner 3rd Clasa, (Tharrawaddy.) 

f 

Do. do. do. (Mv an Oung.)j 

fix. Asstt. Conn*., ist (’lass. 1st Oracle (Henzadah.)j 
Do. do. do. do. (Donabiew.) | 

i 

Do. do. 2nd (’lass, Ist Grade (Taeitkai.) 

Do; doi 3rd Class, 1st Grade (Ok Phoe.) 

Do. do. do. d©. (Mongyo.) 






i 1 

ns 

Qj 

bo' 


■ |*| 

■ 2 s 

• ns 

‘S • 

p , 

'H ’ 

li 

1 ! 

-j ~ * — 

) 43 

r 

43! 

...! 

i 

25j 


12 U2|...| 10 

28- 2&j.J 9 

I 

433 430* 3 214 

467 467... 194 

174 5 173 1 51 


4 14 ? 

2 ... II 
1 1 13 

4 15 7 

64 15210 
69 20419 
8 114 7 


Do. 

do. 

do. 

do. (Tsanyua.) j 

147 

1451 3 

| or; 

24 

* 54 

\Vh 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

2nd Grade (Donabiew..) 

! 297 

2»7l... 

i \2i 
j 

55 

121 

i 7 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

do. (Kyari Ghcen.) 

320 

32oj... 

139 

! 

35 

146 

: 6 

Do. 

do. .. 

do. 

da.. ( Henzadah.) : 

569 

089;... 

319 

61 

209 

5 

Do. 

do; 

do. 

3rd Grade (Klioonitynu.)i 

^ j 

184* 


| 62 

1 

121 

3- 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

do. (Tahpoont) ] 

> 1 

70 

1 

29 

i • 

4 

37 

4 




' t 

TotatI j 

2773 |2763 7J1246 

332 

1168 

9 
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Hi. The average duration of these «^o.s wa^ 9 days* 
which is fair. The average of the < >k Phoe and Honzatiuh 
Extra Assistant Commissioners ( Virts is rather higher than 
it ought tb be ; while the very low average of the Court of 
the Extra Assistant Commissioner, K lloonityna, would indicate 
a hurried procedure. The Assistant Commissioner Myanoung 
explains that the^high average shown ' by him is owing to 
unavoidable delay which occurred in a case in which the de- 
fendant was obliged to send to a distance, for witnesses 
and papers. He has very few Civil cases, so that a delay 
in one, brings the average. up very high. 

14 The Miscellaneous cases numbered 419 • only one 
case was pet ding at the close of the year. The average du- 
ration was six days. The Table* below exhibits the details of 
these cases, it will be observed that the average duration of 
the cases m the ( 'ourts of the K \ t ra Assistant Commissioner 
m Ok Phoe and Donahiew, is extremely high. 






yi 

% 


1 


Jr | 

|*3 



Courts. 

j 

m 

Ifli S 

1 14 

> <t= l 

1 a 

l 

j C ^ j « 
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£ il 

£ 

a 

5 

Deputy Commissioner, 3rd Class (Al^anoung) 

33 

33* 

21 


31 1 1 

Assistant Commibsionei, 3rd Class (Tharrawaddy ) 

11 

11). 

l °|i 

1 

* 1 A * 

Do. 

do. 

do 

(Mjanoung) 

10 

9, 1 

» 

3 

36 a 

fix. Asstt. Commr 

, 1st Class, 1st ( i i ade 

(llonzadah) 

12 

12 

6, 


«| 2 

Do. 

do 

do do 

{ I lonabiew) 


t . 

i 



Do. 

do 

and f’lass, 1st Uiadc 

n'seitk.U 

t>5 

63 

63 


I 

Do. 

do 

3rd ('lass do 

v ()k Phoe) 

«r» 

Cn, 

1 63 


21 

Do. 

do 

3rd ( ’lass, 1 st ,( « i .tdo 

i Mom»vo) 

13 1 

13 

. 10 


3 6 

Do. 

*do 

do do. 

(Tsanvua) 


23 

i 21 


.3 

Do. 

do 

3rd Class, 2nd tirade 

' Donahiew 

H 

48 

11 


7 18 

Do. 

do 

do do. [ 

K*an Oheen) 

”»e 

36 

37' 

4 

15( 1 

Do. 

do 

do. Jo 

^Hon/adalj 

73 

73 

38, 

151 

| ! 2 

Do. 

do 

3id Class, 3rd Undo 

^khoonitviia) 

6 

0 

6' 

J 

. * 1 

l)o. 

do 

do do 

(Ttihpoon) ( 

II 

7 

/ 

. 

' 1 




i 

Total. .| 

w 

i 

421 1 1 

l 

| 38*, 

25 

63, 6 


15. The Table given below shows the results of the 
Appealed cases which have been decided during the year: it 
will afford a fair idea of the working of the different Courts 
though not an absolutely correct one owing, to the number of 
cases still pending. 
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Assistant CoumuHMLoner, 3hl Class i 

Tlurrawaddy; 

# 5 


1)0. 

do. do. 

(Myanoung) 



Vk. Asstt. Commr, 1st Clavs 1st Ora do 

( Hcn/adah) 

1 


Do. 

do. do. do. 

(Donabievi) 

.si 

Do 

Do 

do. 2nd Class do 
do 3rd Class do 

(Tseitkai) 
(Ok Phoel 

53 

118 

5 

33 

Do 

do. do do 

(Mongyo) 

7 

2 

Do. 

do do do. 

( r«anyua) 

3 

1 

Do 

do 3rd Class, 2nd (hade 

(Donabiew) 

131 

5' 

Do 

do do do. 

^Kyan Oh evil) 

J5, 


Do 

do. do do • 

Olon/odali; 

n 

2 

Do 

do .Snl Class, *Jid (Jiado 

( KlioomH na' 

.si i 



'Total 

235 

ID 


\h 

*?■ 

52 

•2l 
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The result is most favorable to the Extra Assistant Com- 
missioner, 2nd Class, 1st Grade (Tsoetkai) of Myan Oung; 
least so to the Extra Assistant Commissioner of Ok Phoo. 

10: The per eon tag e ol costs on value of Suits was 10.1 
against 20.8 in 18G7 inclusive of 
Stain]) duty ; and 2.3 exclusive of it 

against 10.1 in 18(57. 

17/ The value of Suits lifts increased -it was 

in 18)57 Rupees 2,01,626 
hi 1868 2,32, 5 46 


COSTS OF SUITS. 


Inuo.usc „ 50.020 

18. The Value of Stamps on law papers was- 

In 1867 Kiijiecs 14,160 
in 1868 „ 19,401 

Increase ,, 4,0 H 

The increase is of course due to the increase^! value ol* 
suits. 

It is satisfactory to find the costs so small. 

’ 19. Out of the 2,76G cases disposed of by the Subdrdi- 

EXEGunotf of decr e es , to nate courts, execution was taken out 

in 389, with the following results. 

In 37 oases the decree was satisfied at once. 

In 312 cases the property was attached and soliC 1 
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In 40 cases defendants were confined. 


In 2 cases Warrants could not be executed. 

Decrees were given in favor of Plaintiffs in 1240 cases; 
it would seem from the small number of cases, in which exe- 
cution was taken out, that the decisions of tfte courts, are 
generally received as satisfactory by the losers. 

20. Only 19 cases were referred to arbitration through 
the courts. There is no means of ascertaining the number of 
cases deferred to arbitration without the intervention of the 
courts, as the decisions in these cases are never brought to the 
courts to be enforced. # 

21. The total number of persona confined in the Civil 
Gaol, was 40; and the longest period of confinement was 34 
days. 


22. The Civil Registers of the Myanoung and Tharra- 
wadtly Divisions were inspected bv the Assistant Commission- 
er in charge, and found to he correctly kept. 


It is not known whether those of the Henzadah Division 
were inspected during the year. 

The total number of deeds registered 
during the year was 71 against 68 

in 1867. 


REGISTRATION Of DEEDS. 


No deeds have been registered in Mongyeo since the 
office was opened. 

The Registers were duly submitted to the Deputy Com- 
missioner. 


The Deputy Commissioner remarked with regard to the 
books of the Myanoung Office that the Certihcat(\required by 
Section 60 of the rules to be endorsed on the deeds was not 
entered; and that a few interpolations were observable. 

The forms used since the Office was opened have been 
strictly adhered to; they are believed to bo incorrect, but cor- 
rect forms have not hitherto been obtained. 


Report on Subordinate Courts. 

♦ # 

On this lxoad the present writer cannot of course say any 
thin#. 
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REPORT 

* OF HIL 

DISTRICT MAGISTRATE OF PROME 

For 1868. 

Stvihmknt Xo. I. . # 

1. The year began with 22 Appeals pending before the 
Deputy Commissioner, and 244 Appeals were instituted dur- 
ing the year, gi\ing a total of 2 66. 

2. For the previous year the Appeals pending at its 
oommencoment, and instituted during the year, were 189, giv- 
ing an increase in the past a oar of 77 Appeals. 

3. It is difficult to account < l it i rely for this largo* in- 
crease, especially when Original Suits have decreased. 

4. The increase however of suits i:i the Tsitkay s Court 
has no doubt something to do with it, tliei e being no trouble 
in Appealing from his judgments ; another reason given for 
this increase and in which perhaps there is some truth, is, 
that a large number of persons are endeavouring to qualify 
themselves as pleaders, and they by pointing out mistakes in 
procedure, or other matters, induce suitors to try an Appeal, 
where perhaps they would otherwise ha\ o remained satisfied. 

o Only one Original Suit was instituted before the De- 
puty Commissioner during the past year In * Miscellaneous 

* cases, there has been an increase of 32 cases instituted in the 
Deputy Cooimissioner’s Court. 

6. The appeals, disposed of, have been 2(50 in the past 
year against 167 in the pre\ious one, and there were pending 
at the close of 1868, 6 appeals against 22 at the end of 1867 

7. The three pending Miscellaneous Cities weie in mat- 
ters connected with the estates of deceased person*. 

8. There w'as no Assistant Commissioner at Prome 
during the year 1867, he was appointed at the eouim&ncemenfc 
of 1868 and disposed of 59 Original and 53 Miscellaneous 
Suits, there being pending in his Court at the close of the year. 

* 2 Original aud 1 Miscellaneous Suits. 
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l). The Court of the Assistant Commissioner tries suits 
of a value above that within the jurisdiction of the Tsitkay 
and sometimes eases in which others than Hummus are con- 
eerned. 

• 

JO. In the Court of the" Assistant Commissioner at Thay- 
etmyo there has been an increase of* 12 Original Suits insti- 
tuted ; this is accounted for by there having been, during a 
portion of the previous year, an additional Assistant Commis- 
sioner at Thayetniyo in whoso Court lt> suits were instituted, 
so that there has really been a decrease of 1 suits of a nature 
cognizable by the Court of the Assistant Commissioner. 

I 1. There were no ( Irigina l Cases pending in this Court 

at the close of the year and but two Miscellaneous Cases. 

• 

12. I n the Court of the Assistant ( \>mtnissioner Poung- 
day there ha-, been an increase of four Original suits and a 
decrease of two Miscellaneous, there were no cases pending at 
the ( lose of tlu i \ t»a) 

Id The K\lra Assistant Commissioner of Prom e has 
done no Ci\ il work, lie was employed for a portion of the year 
on st itlement duty and suit", which used to be instituted in 
his Court wore decided by the Assistant Commissioner. 

i 4. In the ( *ourt of the Tsitkay there has been a large 
im tease of lot Original Suits and 139 Miscellaneous Suits 
instituted during the past year. 

to. This increase is in some way accounted for by the 
doings of one Tsan Ya who took sums of money from a large 
nuinbei of people under presence of giving them high interest 
and then decamped. 

JO. A Chinaman also borrowed money and goods from 
several people and absconded. There have been too a large 
number of Cases instituted, owing to persons residing in Up- 
per Burma having taken Cloth goods on credit and not 
again made their appearance, the sufferers in this case being 
the small shop-keepers who get their goods from the Mo- 
gul traders. The number disposed of has just kept pace with 
the increase in Original suits, there being an increase of 154 
Original suits disposed of. Fn the Miscellaneous suits 288 
were disposed of in 1S6S against 1(h) in 1^(57. 
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17. At the close of the year G Original suits were pend 
ing against 10 at the close of 1867, whilst 14 Miscellaneous 
Cases were pending against none in the previous year. 

1 8. It has been the practice to shew no Miscellaneous 
cases pending although there actually are some. In cases of 
application for executing decree it has been used to shew the 
cases as finished, when an order whether for issue of Warrant 
or otherwise, has been passed on the Application, a practise 
manifestly wrong. 

19. In the returns for 1867, there were shewn pending 
at the close of the year 56 cases in the Courts of the Extra 
Assistant Commissioners or Myokes; this was incorrect, the 
actual number was 4(5. 

20 . During the past year there have been instituted 
2,005 cases against 2,305 in the previous year, giving a decrease 
of* 300 cases. 

21. No doubt one reason for this is that there was some 
idea prevalent in the district that persons could not decide 
Civil cases, where both parties consented, without the order 
of a Court, and that those doing so, were liable to be punished. 

22. In cases connected with marriage or divorce, and 
frequently in simple cases of debt many persons prefer to have 
the matter settled by elders of the village rather than go to 
Court; but this for some cause or other was supposed to be 
illegal. 

23. In Miscellaneous cases there has been an increase 
of 125, to be attributed mostly I think to more careful 
returns. 

24. In the number of Original suits disposed of there 
has been a decrease of 258 cases which must naturally fol- 
low where there is a decrease in the number of suits instituted. 

25. In Miscellaneous cases disposed of again, there has 
been an increase of 1 1 5, corresponding with tho increase in the 
number instituted. 

i 

26. In pending cases there is an improvement of exactly 
half the number pending at the close of tho previous year, 
whilst in Miscellaneous cases there are ten pending against 
none shewn in the previous returns. The reason for this being 
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tlic same as that given in the remarks on pending cases in 
the Tsitkay’s Court. Miscellaneous cases having apparently 
been considered of little count. 

Statement I L • 

27. In appeals in 18(57 the cases connected with im- 
moveable property exceeded those relating to moveable pro- 
perty, the number being as follows: - 

1 mmoveablo property. . . 1 0(5 

Moveable do «... 78 

28. During the past year there has been a decrease in 
suits connected with immoveable property, whilst those relating 
to moveable property have doubled thus. 

I mmoveablo 9 80 

Moveable 1(54 

29. In Original suits there has been a slight decrease in 
those connected with immoveable property, the number be- 
ing for 18(57- 233, and for 1868 -223. 

30. In matters not connected with immoveable property 
there has been a large decrease in suits for debts, damages 
for personal injuiies and wrongs, matters relating to mar- 
riage or divorce, and inheritance. 

o 

31. All these are matters which no doubt many prefer 
to have settled by the elders of the village. 

Siailmem No. 3. 

32. The results of appeals decided have been almost the 
same as those of the previous year, the total increase in cases 
decided in favor of Appellant being 30, and in favor of Res- 
pondent 51 — two cases were struck off from the Appellants 
not being present. 

33. In the Court of the Tsitkay, the increase in the 
cases disposed of amounts to 164 cases ; the number of eases 
not actually brought to trial is large. 

34. The large number of cases decreed ex-parte is due, 
no doubt, to their beino- principally suits brought against per- 
sons who have absconded, of whom there has been a larger 
number than usual during the past year. 
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3.3. In the Courts of the Extra Assistant Commissioners 
or Myokes there is a decrease of 258 cases decided. 

36. In t 1 ' ese Courts tot) the numbers compromised or 
withdrawn or •dismissed in default arc very large. 

37; In Miscellaneous cases there is an increase in the 
whole District of 300 cases disposed of, the principal increase 
being in the Courts of the Extra Assistant Commissioners, 
2nd and 3rd Classes. As already stated this is, no doubt, 
principally dm* to more careful returns. 

• 

State mk\ r Xo. 4. 

3S. In the average duration of Appeals disposed of 
there has been a slight decrease during the past year, the 
time being for 1867 1 month and 12 days, and for 1868 1 
month and 6 days. 

39. The Deputy Commissioner being engaged on Set- 
tlement duty at the commencement of the year and at an out 
of the way part of the District, has made the average higher 
than it otherwise would have been. 

40. There is an increase of Rs. 17,331 in the value of 
Appeals instituted and a consequent increase in value of 
Stamps and costs. 

41. In the average duration of original suits disposed 
of there must have been some mistake in the past year’s re- 
turns. 

42. The method of calculating the duration of suits was, 
no doubt, wrong, neither the day of institution nor decision 
being included ; this would, of course, lessen the average to a 
great extent, and there is no reason to believe that the delay 
in disposing of suits during the past year has been longer 
than usual. 

43. The delay in disposing of suits has been greatest in 
the Mahathamein and Padoung Courts and least in the 
Shwelay and Mengdoon. 

' 44. There is a large increase in the value of suits insti- 

tuted in the Courts of the Assistant Commissioner and a con- 
sequent' increase in the value of Stamp papers filed. 
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45. In tlio Court ot* tlio Tsitkay the increase in the va- 
lue of suits is very lai^je; in that of the Extra Assistant (Join 
missioners the value of suits instituted has decreased, but there 
is an increase in the value of Stamp papers filcd.^ 

46. The duration of Miscellaneous Suits was not shewn 
in the returns for the past year ; there is a large increase in 
the value of these suits and some increase in the value of 
Stamps filed. 

Execution of decrees. 

47. The number of ‘•Applications for Execution of de- 
crees lias increased during the past year by 224, the numbers 
being for 1 867 — 302 and for 1 868- -526. 

48. Til 141) cases there was no execution and in 345 the 
decrees were completely or partially executed, leaving 21) 
pending at the close of the year. 

49. The returns for the year 18(57, as has been subse- 
quently discovered, are not to be relied on. 

50. The number of persons committed to the Civil Gaol 
during the past year 1ms been 73, four of whom were still in 
Gaol at the close of the year. 

51. The longest period for which any debtor was con- 
fined was 4 months and 2(5 days whilst the average duration 
of confinement was 20 days. 

52. The total amount of money claims against Oivil 
debtors was Us. 9,766-7 and the amount of diet money ex- 
pended on those confined was Us. 235-7 giving an average of 
Rs. 3-3-8 for each Civil prisoner. 

53. Out of those confined 26 were released on payment 
of the amount claimed, 12 on account of subsistence money 
not being lodged, 8 as insolvents and 23 by order of the Court 
on some arrangement being made with the detaining creditor. 

Cases referred to Arbitration. 

54. During the past year 81 cases was referred to Ar- 
bitration against 66 in the previous year. 

53. For 1867 there were also said to have been 17 Suits 
instituted to enforce private awards, but this seems doubtful , 
there have been none of these suits during the past year and 



< *1 vi i jis'ikt imroiir 180\s 


170 

there are but few either private individuals or pleaders who 
understand the procedure in these cases. 

56. Where persons g o to Arbitrators of their own ac- 
count they a no generally either satisfied with the decision of 
the Arbitrators or else come to the Court and commence the 
suit afresh. Of the S I cases referred to Arbitration G6 have 
been decided in favor of Plaintiff and 15 in favor of Defen- 
dant. 

57 The average duration of these Suits has been 12 
days, the value of property in dispute Rs. 10,078-8-5, value 
of Stomp paper filed Ks. 1,025-S, and amount of fees paid to 
Arbitrators Ks. 1 ,027- 1 0-2. 

5s. The Courts in which the largest number of cases 
have been refund to Arbitration are Poungdav, Padoung, 
Shw&lay and Kama, the number being as follows • 


Poungdav 

25 

Padoung 

13 

Slnv clay 

13 

Kama 

13 


59. The Extra Assistant Commissioners who presided 
in these Courts viz : Shwe Yow, Moung Tsaw, Moung Weik 
and Tha iltoo are no doubt as Judicial Officers the most dila- 
tory and most deficient in knowledge of both law and proce- 
dure in the district. 

ExAVfixuiov of Civil Hegistkhk. 

60. Assistant ( commissioner Thayetmyo 
Civil Regular Register, well kept. 

Civil Miscellaneous do. do. 

61. Assistant Commissioner, Prome : - 
Civil Regular Register, well kept. 

Civil Miscellaneous do. do. 

62. Assistant Commissioner, Poungday : — 

Civil Regular Register, correct and entries up to dato. 

Civil Miscellaneous Register, correct. 

63. Extra Assistant Commissioner, Prome — no en- 
tries:— 



PKUI' DIVISION- PltoMK 


171 


• 

64. Tsitkay, Prome : — 

Ci\il Regular Register, correct and well kept. 

Civil JVfiscellaneous Register, correct but not neat. 

65. Sliwfc doung, Extra AssistantCommisSloner’s Court: 
Civil Regular Register, correct and well kept. 

Civil Miscellaneous Register, entries incomplete and not well 
kept. 

66. Po'ingday, Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court. 
Civil Regular Register, entries incomplete and carelessly kept: 
Civil Miscellaneous Register, entries incorrect. 

67. Padoung, Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court: — 
Civil Regular Register, correct and well kept. 

Civil Miscellaneous Register, correct. 

68. Mahathamien, Extra As istanR'ommissioner’s Court: 
Civil Regular Rcgistei, entries incomplete. 

Civil Miscellaneous Register, entries incomplete. 

69. Shwelay Extra Assistant Commissioners Court: 
Civil Regular Register, correct. 

Civil Miscellaneous Register, correct. 

70. Thayetmyo, Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court. 
Civil Regular Register, well kept. 

Civil Miscellaneous Register, correct. 

71. Meaday, Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court 
Civil Regular Register, well kept. 

Civil Miscellaneous Register do. 

72. Mengdoon, Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court : 
Civil Regular Register, entries incomplete. 

Civil Miscellaneous Register, correct. 

73. Kama, Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court : — 
Civil Regular Register, correct. 

Civil Miscellaneous Register do. 

74. General Remarks. The Assistant Commissioner 
of Prome has the most difficult cases to deal with, principally 
between Natives of India; there were seven appeals against 
his decisions, four of which were reversed. 

75. Only one appeal was brought against the decision 
of the Assistant Commissioner of Thayetmyo, and which de- 
cision was confirmed. 
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76. The Tsitkay has a large number of. eases to try and 
appears to give satisfaction; he disposed of 1)28 cases. 71 of 
which were appealed ; of these the decision in 39 casfes were 
reversed. 

77. Of the other Co irts the largest number of appeals 
is from the Kama Extra Assistant Commissioner who is get- 
ting old and past work. 

78. In all the Courts attention is paid to procedure 
and the cases are as a general rule well and carefully tried. 

79. At the close of the year there were eighteen pleaders 
practising in the district, two were second class and the 
remainder third. 

SO. An examination was held in October when a large 
number appeared, hut not one succeeded in passing ; ten of 
those were men who had been allowed to practice for some 
time previous to passing. 

81. The number at present in the district appears to be 
quite sufficient. 

Reoistkaiiox of Di:m>s. 

1. The Assistant Commissioner of Thayetmyo, Major 
Munro, has during the past year, been in charge of the Regis- 
tration Office at that station, and, with the exception of one 
month, when Mr. Richardson was in charge. Mr. Phillips, 
Assistant Commissioner of Prome, has been in charge of the 
Prome office. 

2. There has been an increase of 63 deeds registered 
during the past year, the deeds registered in each office for the 
two years being as follows: - 

1 s67 1868 

Prome... 95 155 

Thayetmyo 57 60 

the increase being principally in the Prome Office. 

3. In the value of property registered there lias been 
a decrease of Rupees 15,122-0-3. 

4. In both Offices there has been a decreaso; in that 

of Prome of Rs. 4,105-0-3 

and in that of Thayetmyo of ... Rs. 11,017-0-0. 

•5. In the Prome Office there has been an increase of 
35 deed 1 - registered in tlie “Permanent Conveyance Register,” 
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and of 23 deeds in the “ Temporary Conveyance Register,” 
and a decrease of 4 deeds entered in the “General Register.” 

6. Two Wills have been registered in the Prome Office 
during the past year. 

7. In the Thayetmyo Office there has been an increase 
of 6 Deods entered in the “Temporary Conveyance Register”, 
and of 4 entered in the “ General Register, ” whilst there has 
been a decrease in Deeds ot Permanent Conveyance to the 
number of seven. 

8. No Wills have been registered in the Thayetmyo 

9. The amount of fees in the two Offices during the past 
two years has been as follows:- - 




]H(u 

1868 

Piome . . 


190 

320 

Thayetmyo. . . 

... 

114 

120 


1 0. The Registers in the Prome Office were carefully 
kept, but the rules were not strictly followed on the follow- 
ing points 

11. Certificate stating the number of pages in the Re- 
gister was not written in the hand writing of the Registrar ; 
the pages were not attested nor were the pages in the “ Per- 
manent Conveyance Register ” correctly numbered. 

12. Date and hour of the day when the Deed was 
presented was not recorded on the Copy, nor was there any 
Certificate recorded stating the day and hour when the entry 
was completed. 

13. The Registers in the Thayetmyo Office were not so 
carefully kept, ana in addition to the same omissions observed 
in the Prome Office, with the exception of a Register not be- 
ing correctly numbered, there were also the following errors : 
Several Deeds were entered in the wrong registers, indices in 
separate books were not kept up — no alphabetical arrange- 
ment had been observed, and the entries in the indices were 
incomplete. 
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DISTRICT MAGISTRATE OF TOUNCO0 

For I8«8. 


Statkmknt Xo. I. 

t. A considerable increase" lms oecuivd in the nmnbor ol' 
oases instituted. Original, whereas, the Appellate suits 

iS67 A,, 14)T OK,(1 1103 instituted in the past year show a slight 
1868 1 — decrease compared with the year pre- 

Decrease _7 Increase 103 yJoUS. I II ( hdginal COSOS Oil increase 

S.rt per cent and in Appellate suits a decrease of .48. 

2. In 1 867 there was in both( )rigiual and Apj)ollatc suits 
taken together of 4.5 and 1 5.1 7 per cent respectively. 

3. The increase in Original suits may be attributed to 
an increase of nearly 49 per cent in the number of suits for 
money due on contracts instituted during the past year. 

This is in a measure due to creditors having recourse to 
law to payment of debts that remained unpaid owing to the 
scarcity of provisions and also to an increase in suits for per- 
sonal property or value thereof. 

4. A comparative statement of the Miscellaneous cases 

uTBnwTiwnnfl instituted in the year under review is 

MISCELLAWbUUS. 'll i * i 'i ... 

c g4 5 s marginally .shown, exhibiting an in* 

• 899 crease ol* 254 cases, 

* InriraF* 2fH 
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5. The returns shews a ilecrease ot seven in the num- 

ber of Appellate eases compared with 

Decrease m appeal cases 2 i , 1 x 

F last year. 

6. The duration of suits during the year under review 
average 13.5 days against 1 1 days in 1867. 

7. During the past year 1 36 cases were disj^osed of, this 

disposal of oases. incltides two cases pending at the close 

of 1867, which, added to 138 instituted 
in the year under review, leaves 4 cases pending. 

8. The number of original cases heard and disposed of 
during the year show's an increase of 1)1) over the year previ- 
ous. The number of eases disposed of in all the courts in 
1868 amounting to 1,267 against 1168 in 1867. The number 
%*f cases pending on the 31st December 1868 was seven against 
8 in former year. 

9. The number of Miscellaneous Cases disposed of du- 

miscellaneous ring 1868 oh compared with that of 

of 1867 noted in margin shows an in- 
crease of 251 suits which calls for no 
remark. 


1867 

1808 


< ASl 

«»t7 

SMS 


1 0. The pending cases in the two years were as follows 


~~ rt 

L H r - *3 

< C -q j t- 


iYiuling on the 1st January Ih()s . 
Jin. «»u t lit* 31st J>ts iMiiluM* Js(»S 


10 

12 


+2 ' 1 i+l + 


Classification of Sl its. 

Statement No. II. 

11. In the number of cases of immovable and movable 
properly instituted before all the Courts ot the District 
shoNvn in the return for the current year, there is an increase 
of 103 original cases and a decrease of 7 in appeal cases. 
There was a decrease in immoveable property of *31 and an 
increase in moveable property of 127. 
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1 2. The following are the numbers of each of the above 
Glasses of Suits during the past 2 years. 


21ae»s of Suits 

Year, 

Appeals. | 

Original. 

Suits connected with im- 

, 1867 

39 

82 

moveable property. 

1868 

1 

3ft 

122 



Decrease 4 j 

increase ..40 

Suits not connected with 

1 1867 I 

106 i 

1081 

immoveable property. 

i 1868 

103 | 

1144 



Decrease 3 

Increase 63 


DEBTS 

1867 37o Oases 

1868 IK , 

lnu e isc js , 

damages' 

1867 6 r > Oases 

1868 40 , 

Deci t-fl.se 1 ,, 


13. In the number of Debt cas- 
es instituted during the year there 
lias been an increase of 39 cases, and 
those of damages for both breach of 
contract and injury there has also 
been a decrease of 1 5. 


14. By Statistical Returns there is an increase of 3. 
This is owing to the new returns giving a separate heading 
for cases which in the Local returns are included under other 
cases. 


MAKE! AGE OB DIVORCE. 

1867 136 Cases 

1868 136 , 

INHERITANCE. 

1867 6 C MM 

1868 14 . 

6 in 1867. 


13. Exactly the sdine number 
is shown in both years. 

16. There were 14 claims to in- 
heritance under Lex loci against only 

t 

Detail ok Skits. 


Statement No. III. 


17. 1 tithe year under review there were 136 cases of 

Appeals from the Lower Courts de- 
cided and disposed of, the number of 
cases decreed in favour of Respondents 
being slightly in excess of those decid- 
ed in favour of Appellants viz : 8 cases 
Of these the remaining twenty-eight 


DECISION OF OASES. 
APPEALS. 

In favour of Appellant 60 
Do. Do. Respondents 68 


08 (drown per margin. 

Suits were remanded for further hearing. 



PEGU DIVISION — TOUNGOO' 


177 


18. There has been an increase in the number of origi- 

rtT)MTW1T nal cases disposed of during the year, 

757 cases were decided m favour of 
Plaintiffs and 255 in favour of Defendants, of which 140 were 
ex-parte against 90 in 1867 giving an increase o£ 7.6 per cent. 

19. Thore has been a slight increase in the number of 
cases dismissed in default or with- 
drawn during the year under Report 
compared with the previous year, as 
shown by the Statement in the mar* 


1867 

1868 


30 

35 


DISPOSED OF MISCELLANEOUS GASES 


20. In 1867, 238 cases were decided in favour of De- 
fendant against 225 in 1868, showing an increase of 17 Suits 
in present year. 

21. The returns for 1 868 show an increase in the number 

of Miscellaneous cases disposed 
of, amounting to 898 suits, 715 

cases were in favour of Plaintiffs and 111 in behalf of 
Defendants against 490 and 98 in 1867. A slight increase 
has also taken place in the number of cases dismissed in de- 
fault or withdrawn in 1868 against 1867. 

In favour of Plamtifts Tn f ivour of Defendants Compromised or withdrawn. 

1867 ^ 490 98 6 

1868 715 121 16 


Inciease 225 


23 


22. 898 Miscellaneous cases w ere disposed of during the 
year — 899 weie instituted leaving one case to be disposed of 
at the end of the year. 

23. In the year under review the number of appeals 

preferred from the Lower Courts 
appeals from each of the amounted to 138 against 145 in the 
subordinate courts. previous year. 
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24. The following is a Statement of Appeals preferred 
from each Subordinate Court and their results. 



I 

f CD 





Assistant ( ’omrnissioner Mr. Duke 

1 

r> 

>1 

2 

1 

Extra Assistant ( V>miuissioni t 2nd (’la*- 

s 2nd (liado. ^ 

7(5 33 1 

27 


l 

Extra Assistant (Vmnnissiomr .ini ( ’1 1 -s 

"illiOi.id M\omi 

11 

\ 

7 ) 

O! 

“I 

1 2 

1 

Do. 

do. 

do. do 

d > Zt^aNNaddu 1 

>sl 11 , 

10 1 

6 

1 1 

Do. 

do. 

do. do 

do Bninhaddn* 

»! J 

l 

s| 

2 


I)o. 

do 

do. do. 

do Th.i'uuah 

S d| 

1 

1 





Total 

l 10 08 

«")() 

2S 

1 1 


i 


25. Supposing the Judgments in the appellate Court to 
be right, and comparing this Statement with a similar one 
attached to the Commissioner of Pegu's Civil Report for 18 67, 
the proportion of cases confirmed on appeal contrast favour- 
ably in all the Courts with the average of their several grades 
for the Division. 

The result being particularly favourable to Extra Assis- 
tant Commissioners Moung Iltine and Moung Slnve My at. 



PMU l)l\ (SION— DR Ni.OU 


I7!f 

2(5. Tlie proportion of appeals to ( ase>. decided in each 
suhoidinate (Suits is shown in the folloNving table. 





i 






T • 

a 

d 5 5 

< Hilt 



iy 

qj O 

Jh JLi 7 




%- 

< oS 

g>*-3 






.> 




/ 

V* 

< 

Assist mt ( < >1111111 mi Afi 1 >i 1 1 i 



25 

I 

20 

( )Hu i it i u 1 ) » Do 1 ut 

1 h« 1 p 


>0 

0 

0 

1 \ V^st < oiniiit Jn l ( 1 iss, 1 < ii uk of lo 

-> 

7n 

7"> 

10 05 

Do 1) > > 1(1 ( t IVS (1 (*l till 

>1 M\ nil 


100 

14 

8 75 

f)<> Do Do /< 

\ l\\ 1 1 111 


14") 

27 1 

| 18 02 

Do D • D< f 

ml < Id 


)l 


, 0 00 

Do Do Do 1 Ii i U ill 


I 04 

8 

773 



lot .1 

i 07 

138 


27 Tlie followin'* is a 

detail of 

1207 Ougmal suits dis- 

posed of by the SuboidmaU 

(Wits of the District 




ss 

I K 1 1 1 

ISl 111 


a 

0 



i l \ 01 of 

3 

vJ 

& »r 


*T 



1 i 

A 9- 

a ? 


j 

PI ft 

Di filt 

Ej£ • 

Z. * 

0 p 

rS 2 

a * 


$ 









y, 


\sst ( oiiiuii Mi Duki 

25 

Is 

0 

0 1 

Do Limt Thoip 

20 

10 

2 

1 

7 

D\ A st C’omini Mount* lltim 

71 1 

ils 

120 

loi 05 

K\ Asst ^Wmii of W\mni 

]00 

M 

2U 

21 24 

Do of *i\\ aikh< 

1 A) 

so 

n 

n 

u 

Do of Dombi.lil i 

0] 

00 

10 

0 

1 1 15 

1 

Do of Tha 4.11 ih 

104 

)S 

20 

l_« 

; 1 12 

Totol 

1.207 

717 

255 

1 i m 

! 135 
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Duration of Surra valu*. ok Stamps &c. 

Statkmknt No. IV. 

28. The average duration of Appeal cases in the Dis- 
trict Appellate Court exceeds that of last year by 2.5., this is 
owing to the Criminal work being much greater in the Chief 
Magistrate’s Court during 1868. 

29. Compared with 1867 there has been a considerable 
duration of orioinal improvement in the average duration 

sum of Original Suits instituted in the 

several Courts of the District. 

30. Tabular Statement of the average duration of cases 
in the se\ oral courts. 


Original 


Mist cl 
1 ancons 


M D M D 


Assistant ( 'omrmssioner, Mr Duke 
Officiating do Lt Thorp 


do. 

do 

of Myoma I 

do. 

do 

of Zejawaddic 

do 

do. 

of Bombaddie. j 

do. 

do 

of Thagarah j 


1 13 


6 


11 


2.75 


3 35 


| (3 39 


] 1 3 60 

1 l 



31. Tn the total value of Appellate, Original and Mis- 
».Tnr™.n™, ecllaneou.s suits instituted during the 

VALUr. OF SUITS , i • * /» Tp* 7? rtA _ 

year there is an increase of Ks. 8,395- 

7-1 I oxer that of 1867. 


n» A p 32. In Appellate court the value 

JUJ M'us 2 s has increased considerably. In 

.ITT 11 I 1867 it was Rs. 13,621 against Rs. 
22,135 in 1868. 

n*. A r 33. In original cases there has 

ISS I - - 1 t® been a very large decrease in the value 

Decrease - - i a of suits for ] 868. In 1 867 it arnount- 

~ ed to Rs. 85,210 whilst iithe past 
year the amount was only Us. 75,995. 


Rs. a r 

86,510 i « 
76,946 1 7 
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34. By a comparison of the returns for tho two years it 
appears that claims for small amounts under Rs. 20 fell off at 
the rate- of 31.9 per cent in 1868 while the percentage of in- 
crease in the number of cases of the higher valuos amounted to 
1 51 .9 ; still the total value of cases fell off by 8.16 per cent in 
1 868, owing to a comparatively heavy case of Rs. 14,863 in 
value having been on the Deputy Commissioner’s file in 1867. 
The aveiage value of each suit has fallen from 83 to 71 (ex- 
cluding fractious) while with the decline in value, increased 
by the number of suits in 1868, tho average cost of suits has 
only lisen from 5 36 to 5.4 


35. The total value of suits in Miscellaneous cases 
liH ot.- 7 u greatly increased this year in compa- 
-jm) rison with that of the previous year, 
ns 1 The amount foi 1867 being Rs. 

70,497 and that for 1868, 79,569 giving an increase of Rs. 
9,071. 


1867 

1868 

Inc ease 


36. The total value of stamps on law papers during tho 
value of stamps on law year amounted to Lis. 10.379-15 giv- 
1867 papers s1(]( 0 jug an increase of Rs. 2,205-1 as 


1868 

Increase 


F s 


10 I'll) 


increase 
shown in maioin 


37 The total \dlue of stamps on Appellate eases has 
inci eased by lis III b The amount lor lb67 being Rs. 
1,264 S and that for 1868 Rs. 1,37a. 


38. 


ORIGINAL SUITS 


Rs 


no 
8 204 


In the amount realized by stamps on original suits 
there has been an increase of Rs. 
1,893-13 as shown in margin. In 
original suits under the operation of 
the new Stamp Act the value of 
stamps has increased whereas the total value of original suits 
instituted in the year under review has decreased as noted 
before. 


1867 

1868 

Inorease 


lto 1 893 13 0 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

1867 Rx 099 14 0 

1868 714 7 0 


Inorease * > ^ m « i 


39, Tile value of stamps on mis- 
cellaneous cases also shows an increase 
of Rs. 1 1 1-9 compared with the pre- 
\ ious rear 
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AMOUNT OF COST. 

1867 K*> 13,654 1 0 

1868 16,307 1 1! 

Increase - R* 2.7 n on 

Rs. 2,743-0-1 I. 


40. *The total amount of vost in- 
curred bv suitors as in the year under 
review was Rs. 16,397-3-11 .against 
13,614-3 in 1867 giving an increase of 


41. Execution of Decrees. 


Yeui Executed (Vunpletch 


Executed m part 


IN«7 233 3.5 

1868 1 . «.).» .»S 


122 



Of the 1*131 decrees passed during the year applications 
for execution were made in 438 cases or at the rate of 38.6. 

42. There was a greater tendency to submit cases to 
arbitration than in ! 867, the figures 
being i to 4. Many eases are refer- 
red to arbitration that the ( ’ourts know nothing of. 

IlhMVKK*. 


43. Mr. 


SERVICES OF OFFICERS. 


Duke has conducted thu duties of the Assistant 
Commissioner’s Court satisfactorily, 
fullv bearing out bv bis zeal and at- 


tention. the estimate of 
formed last year. 


his character as a Judicial Officer 


44. Mr. Thorp having only joined his appointment in 
October there 1ms been no time to judge of his ability. 

43. Moung Htone, Extra Assistant Commissioner, 2nd 
Class, 2nd Grade continues to do his work creditably. And 
although the business of his court increased considerably com- 
pared with the previous year there are but few pending cases 
on his file, and those unavoidable. The other tom’ Burmese 
Extra Assistant Commissioners 3rd Class, 3th Grade have ac- 
quitted themselves in a satisfactory manuer. 



PEGl' DIVISOX -TOIXGOO. 


UK* 

Prom Major McMahon, Deputy Commissioner of Taungoo Division, to the 
( ‘ommissioner of Pegu Division Kangoon, (Home Department Judicial 
No. 40,) dated Toungoo, 28 th April. I 860 . # 

With reference to your letter No. 7-80 H^ome Depart- 
ment dated 14th April 1860, 1 have the honor to send copy 
of my report on Registration oi 1 )eeds embodied in “ Admin- 
istration Report.” 

It was through inadvertence not included in Local Report. 
This answers your Memo: No. 6-79 Home Department, 
of the above date regarding Civil Local Annual Report” 
on examination of the books records and Registers of the 
Subordinate Courts of this District. 

.1 r mci \ i. St at km exi Xil. 

Rkport on thr KEuisTRAnox ok Dkkos, &c. 

There is but one Registration Office in the district which 
is under the control of the Assistant Commissioner. 

The business therein fell off considerably compared with 
the previous year, 38 deeds only being registered compared 
with 69 in 1 367, 1 5 were for personal contracts and 23 on 
deeds of sale or mortgage of property exceeding Rs. 1 00 in 
value. 

Permanent conveyances shewed the greater falling off. 
The Registrar is unable to account for this, but the number in 
1867 was abnormal in as much as it doubled that of 1866. 

Temporary conveyances exceeded those in 1867 by only 

one. 

While the General Register showed a falling off of 6 in 
number, attributed by the Registrar to the depression of bus- 
iness in the district. 

There were no wills registered during the year. 

The Deputy Commissioner carefully inspected the records 

iSSPectioh of BEG iSTEEs, Ac. j n Office and found them correct- 
ly kept. 

The same way may be said of the Registers, &c., belong- 
ing to the Subordinate Courts. Those of the Extra Assist- 
ant Commissioners were inspected monthly, the Assistant 
Commissioner’s books once in the year. - 
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REPORT 

OK THK 

DISTRICT MAGISTRATE OF AMHERST 

For 1868. 


LIST V>F STATEMENTS SUBMITTED, 

the report. 


1., The following Statements 
are submitted with this portion of 


1st. Statement of suits of every description instituted 
disposed of and pending. 

2nd. — Classification of Appeals and oiiginal suits. 

3i'd. -Detail of disposal of suits. 

4th. — Supplementary Return showing duration of eases — 
value of suits, stamps and costs. 

5th.- -Return showing result of inspection of offices of 
Subordinate Courts in form prescribed by the Commissioner 
in his Civil Miscellaneous No. L22 dated 12th November 1867. 


6. Return of Intestate Estates. 


pending suits local. -• The following is a comparative 

Koturn No. i c alumna 2 to & ami Return of the number of cases ponding 
14 M 17 at the beginning and at the end of 1 868. 




Pending at I 
tagiiming of 
1868. 

Pending at 
t-lofce of 
1868. 

Appeal** 


28 

3 

Original Suits 


64 

79 

Miscellaneous >smts 


17 

44 


Total 

109 

126 


There has therefore been a considerable decrease in the 
n umb er of pending appeals though the number instituted has 
Increased, whilst in original suits there has been an increase 
9 ,f f5 suits and in Miscellaneous suits of 27 pending cases, 
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'Phe number of cases on tlie pending a]>jteal File at the com- 
mencement of the year \sas dispj oportionately large The 
tile has now been reduced to its proper length. 

The number of original suits pending in tjie Courts of 
the deputy and Assistant Commissioners respectively are 
shewn in the Keturn itself. 

Those pending in the Extra Assistant Cornu issioner’s 
Courts are shewn in the aggregate. The following is a detailed 
statement of the cases pending at the beginning and end of 
the year in each of these Courts. 


E\ Assistant Commissioner Nt ( lass, K.iukaieit 
E^tia Assistant ( onimisbionei 3id Class 
Zeal) 

Bhoeloog\ w on 
Amhei st 
Yea Lamamg 
(Jyaing At tai an 
(«>mng Salween 
Ilhnehw n\ 

Honndraw 
Martaban 
Hpagat 
Th atone 


% 

<5 <h 

S s 3 

bfi 

a a 
s ^ 

1 

S 

1 ^ 

Deci ease 

1 

21 

27 

6 

1 


4 

7 


3 

2 


1 


1 

4 


3 



1 

0 

•> 


1 

■> 

8 

j 

3 

1 

! 

l 

11 

18 i 

! 7 


1 

1 

3 

! 

o 


6 

1 

! 1 

'3 

1 

1 r 

| 56 

76 

29 

9 

! i 


_ 



Total 



l8<; 


civil justice RLPoar 1868. 


From this it will bo soon that the only courts in which 
there was at the end of the year a considerable number of 
pending cases are those of Martaban and Zcah. The Marta- 
ban Myookc, Moung Lvhyiet was suspended during the year, 
and at time of his suspension left a very heavy file of pending 
cases which his successor could not clear off* before the end of 
the year. 

The Zeali Myooke, Moung Since Ev is an old man, almost 
unequal to the work devolving on him. He has done good 
service in his day and it is almost time that he was pensioned. 

d. On the whole the number of original suits pending 

^ number or pending suns not exces- at the close of the year does 
* sive. not appear excessive, with re- 

gard to the number of suits instituted anil the average dura- 
tion of cases during the year. 

No encouragement was given to Extra Assistant Com- 
missioners to clear their files at the close of the year. A 
clean file no cases pending at that time, generally raises a 
suspicion that the Judge instead of exerting himself continu- 
ously for the prompt despatch of judicial work throughout the 
year has roused himself into a state of unhealthy energy to- 
wards its close in order to furnish a deceptive return. Of the 
1020 original ^uits which were under trial during the year 76 
were pending at the close of the year- This number tallies 
with the average number likely to be pending at any time 
within the year, as calculated from the average duration of 
cases. This shows that there was neither undue delay at the 
end of the yeai, nor an abnormal display of vigour at that 
particular period. 

8 uirs instituted 4 , The following Statement shows 

return no i columns 6T09 the number of suits of all kinds insti- 
tuted during the past two years. 

^ J 867 1868 Increase 

Appeals ... ... ... D7| J 14 # 17 

Original Suits ... ... ...i 899i 988' 89 

Miscellaneous Suits... ... ..J 8541 902j 48^ 

Total | 1,8501 2,004, 184 
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Then) has been an increase in of all descriptions* 


3. The largest proportional increase' is in Appeal cases. 
increase in appeals. But for the deterrent effect of the new 

Stamp Act (XXVI of 1867) which 
was in force during the whole of 1868 again si half of 1867 
only, the increase would probably have been larger. It is 
believed that the increase is due chiefly to the more prompt 


despatch of appellate work, the average duration of cases hav- 
ing been reduced from 2 mouths and 1 J days in 1867 to 8 
days in 1868. 1 


6. The increase 

INCREASE IN ORIGINAL SUITS 


in original suits amounts to about 10 
per cent. Theie was one original 
suit only tried in the Court of the* 


Deputy Commissioner during the year. This was a case 
which was originally instituted and decided in 1867. It was 
afterwards appealed to the Commissioners Court and the de- 
cision of tlie Deputy Commissioner’s ( Jourt was there set aside 
and the case remanded for re-trial by the Deputy Commission- 
ers Court after the commencement of the year. Strictly 
speaking therefore the case can hardly lie said to have been 
instituted in 1868. But as it was not among the pending 
cases at the commencement of* the year, it has necessarily 
been entered among the cases instituted during the year. In 
the Court of the Assistant Commissioner, Maulmain the num- 


ber instituted has increased from 8 in 1867 to 12 in 1868. 


the Court of the Assistant ( Imunissioner, Thatone the number 
lias decreased from 24 in ISO 7 to 3 in 1868. This is account- 


ed for by there having been no Extra Assistant Commission- 
er, 3rd Class gazetted to Thatone during the greater part of 
1867, and the Assistant Commissioner's Court having conse- 
quently taken up some eases in that year which would other- 
wise have been instituted in the Court of the Extra Assistant 


Commissioner, 3rd Class. Both these Courts viz : that of the 
Assistant Commissioner, Maulmain and that of the Assistant 
Commissioner, Thatone have been invested with powers under 
Section 1 Act XXIV of 1863, enabling them to receive cases 
of a»y value under Jls. 5000. The Court of the Assistant 
Cominisvsioner, Amherst established in September 1868 has 
had no ( Tvil Cases in consequence of not having been invest- 
ed with these powers. 
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7. # The following* is a compara- 
tive Statement of the number of Ori- 
ginal Suits instituted in each of the 
Courts of the Extra Assistant Commissioners during the past 
two years, . 


ORIGINAL CASES IN COURTS 
OP EXTRA ASSISTANT 
COMMISSIONERS. 


I 



1867 

1 868 

liu.it.ase 

Decrease. 

• 

Ky As'r.t ('oniininisMoiiu, Kt ( ’lass, Kauk licit 

K\tia \ssistant ( < oininiHsi«>iic > i, .3ul <Maxs 

6 

6 

i 

Z( all 

no 

194 

44 


Ubwloo4\\\ui» 

14.5 

169 

26 



S7 

89 

2 


Yta Lamaiug 

77 

64 


U 

<l\aing Altai in 

hi 

60 


1 

( i\ a mg Salwen 

’>*» 

(8 

1.3 


Ulmtbw a\ 

30 

1.5 

4 i 


Iloundraw 

4"> 

61 

16 


Malta ban 

I 46 

loo 


46 

Hpagat 

r »0 

25 


25 

Thatone 

9 

91 

82 


Total 

865 

970 

1.9.3 

88 


I 

There has been an increase therefore in all the Courts 
except those of the Yea Lamaing, Gyaing Attai’an, Martaban 
and Hpagat. The decrease in Martaban and Hpagat is attri- 
butable, in the case of the former township, to the extreme 
unpopularity of the Extra Assistant Commissioner ( Moung 
Khyiet now suspended ), and in the case of the latter town- 
ship to the extreme inefficiency of the Extra Assistant Com- 
missioner, Moung Ee, The large increase in Thatone is owing 
to v tlferc having been no Extra Assistant Commissioners 
Couit there during the greatei pait of 1^67. the name of the 
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Officiating Extra Assistant Commissioner not having appear- 
ed in the Gazette, 

8 The following table gives the number and value of 

i urra compared wm popdlation. * he originalsuite instituted in each 

1 ownship during tne past year 
as compared with the population. 


TowNSHir 

1 

, Total 

Population 

! 

Total number 
of suits insti- 
tuted m Mjo- 

OW ( \>urts 

i 

Total \alue of 
suits instituted 
m j\fjo-Ok<?s’ 

( ’ourt* 

. 1 

Zeah 

21, 108 

194 

1 10,482 4 4, 

Blieeloogj won 

19,233 

i 

109 

7,393 Oj 0 

Amherst 

1 

89 

0,173 9 1 2 

Yea Lama mg 

a.eoo 

r,4 

| 

2,421 8 0, 

fj\amg Attaran 

10,453 

(>o 

4,087 |13 8| 

*J\«ung Salween 

2\ 3,425 1 

08 

0,186 l r> 0 

lihuuhtt<t\ Salween 

10,9! 7 

43 

2.8 50 0 t) 

i 

1 loundraw 

7 , 21 ) 1 

01 

3,290 13 0 

Martaban 

2*2,987 

too 

3,196 LO 6 

Hpag.it 

7,307 

2> 

703 2. 0 

l 

Thatono 

11,433 

91 

2,984 1 2l 

i 

Totai 

157,716 1 

1 1 

964 

i 

33,7.»2 3| 8 


From this it will be seen that the people of the Town- 
ships lying nearest to Maulmain, Zeali, and Bheeloogywon 
institute the largest number of suits. 

In Martaban with its population of 22,000 there would 
probable have been more suits had the Extra Assistant Com- 
missioner’s Court been presided over by a more popular officer 
than Moung Khyiet. The number of suits in Amherst it will 
be observed, is large as compared with its population. Many 
of these are instituted by the natives of India and other foreign* 

y 
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ers residing in the place. Man v # of these men are old transport- 
ed convicts who have settled down and amassed property. In 
Gyaing Salween which is inhabited chiefly by Karens and 
Toungthoos, most of them very poor, the number of suits is 
very small in •proportion to the population. 

9. The following is a comparative statement of the 
miscellaneous suits number of Miscellaneous Suits insti- 
instituted luted in the Courts of the different 

grades during* tin pa^t two \ ears 

lS(» 7 Mf>s Ineieaso Decrease 
Deputy Commissioners ... ,)0o ... (>0 

Assistant Commissioners, Maul 

main and Thatono ... ... 39 30 ... 9 

Extra Assistant Commissioners 

twelve Courts ... ... 310 127 I 17 

There has therefore been a decrease in the number of 
these cases instituted in the Courts of the Deputy and As 
sistant Commissioners, but i increase of such cases in the 
Courts of the Extra Assistant Commissioners. Still however 
nearly half of the Suits instituted aie in the Deputy Com- 
missioners Court. 

The following is a comparati\e table of the different 
nature of MISCELL ANEOUS kinds of Miscellaneous Civil Suits in- 
suits, in deputy coMMis- stituted in the Deputy Commissioner's 

bioner’s court. Court during the last two years. 

18G7 1808 

27 50 

10 7 

5 20 

18 10 

5 5 

1 1 

20 12 

410 340 

Total 50 > 445 

There has boon a \erv large* increase it will be seen iir 
the number of applications for execution of the decrees of the 
Recorder's Court and also a large increase in the number of 
objections to sale of attached property. The cases entered 
under the head of “ other cases ” are mostly on application of 


Applications foi i xet ution of decree from llecordti n ( omt 
Do Do Do other Courts 

Objections to attachment of piopcrt\ in execution of decree 
Application for re\ie\\ of Judgment 

Applications under Act XXVI 1 of 1800 for Certificates of Ad- 
mmi&tiatioH 

Applications fot Probate A< f X of 1855 
Intestate Estates 
Other ( ’use** 
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a mere formal nature such as forwarding* process for execution 
by other Courts &c. 

1 0. The total amount of the decrees of which execution 
execution op decrees by was applied for in the Deputy Com- 

deputy commissioner's missioner’s Court during the past year 
00UB,T was Rs. 17,506-3-7 and the amount 

for which execution was obtained was only Rs. 1,423. In 
one case only no execution of decree was obtained. Tn 31 
cases partial execution was obtained and in 21 cases the 
decrees were fully executed. The amounts realized by sales 
in execution of decrees were. 

For immoveable property ...Rs. 851). 13. 0 

For moveable property ... ... ,, 563. 5. 0 

Total .Rs. 1 ,423. 2. 0 

Among the Judgment debtors 30 were natives of Burma, 
and 61 natives of India. 

11. In the Court of the Assistant Commissioner, Maul- 
executionof deorees tn main there wore four applications 

assistant commissioner's for execution of decree during the 
colTRT - year 1S68; of these there were 3 appli- 

cations for execution of decree in Suits for land and one for 
specific performance under Section 200. There were no ap- 
plications for execution of decree in the Court of the Assis- 
tant Commissioner, Thatone, nor in tlu 1 Court of the Extra 
Assistant Commissioner, 1st Class, Kaukareit. 

1 2. The following table shows the number of applica- 
execution op decrees in tions for execution of decrees in each 

extra assistant commis- of the Extra Assistant Commissioners* 
bioners’ court. Courts, distinguishing those which 

were for moveable and those for inmoveable property. 
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Extra Assistant Commissioner, Zeah. 


do. 

do. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Bheeloogywon 

Amherst. 

Yea Lamaing. 
Oyaing Salween 
Gjramg Attar.m 
Ilhnebwaj 
Houndiaw 
Mai tab«m 
Thatone 
Hpdgat. 



Total 


49 


209 238 


In seven cases only was execution of decree enforced by 
inprisonment of the Judgment debtor and the longest period 
any Judgment debtor was in prison was two months. 


J3. There were no eases referred to Arbitration during 
tbation the year from the Courts of the De- 

puty and Assistant Commissioners. 


The following table shows the number of cases in which 
suits instituted in the Court of the Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioners were subsequently referred to arbitration. 


Extra Assistant Commissioner, 1st Class, Kaukaieit 


Do. 

2nd Class, 

, Zeah 

0 

Do. 

Do. 

Bheeloogv \voi i 

2 

Do. 

Do. 

Amherst 

5 

i )o. 

Do. 

Yea Lamaing 

5 

Do. 

Do. 

(iyaing Salween 

0 

Do. 

Do. 

Oyaing Attaran 

0 

Do. 

Do. 

Hlinebwav 

0 

Do. 

Do. 

Houndraw 

.3 

Do. 

Do. 

Martaban 

4 

Do. 

Do. 

Thatone 

0 

Do. 

Do. 

Hpagat 

0 



Total. 

23 
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Arbitration when a ease lias once come into Court is ve- 
ry sparingly resorted to as the parties can seldom agree about 
the arbitrators. Each party wishing to name a partisan ot 
his own. In all the cases referred to arbitration the awards 
of the arbitrators were confirmed. There were no cases in 
which awards made without the intervention of a Court were 
filed in Court under Section 327 of the Civil Procedure Code. 
There is some doubt as to what constitutes “ sufficient cause” 
against the filing of such an award within the meaning of the 
last sentence of the above mentioned Section. It can hardly 
be intended that Section 324 shall apply to awards filed under 
this section. 

number of suits disposed I 4. The following is a eompara- 

of, columns 10 to is. five statement of the number of Cases 
of all descriptions disposed of during the last two years. 



1867 

1868 

I ncrease 

Appeals 

... 76 

139 

r>3 

Original Suits 

906 

973 

67 

Miscellaneous Suits 

851 

875 

24 


Total... 1833 

1937 

154 


This shows a very large increase in the amount of ap- 
pellate work performed, and a moderate increase in original 
and miscellaneous cases. 

1 .). The following is a comparative statement of the num- 

olassification of suits , beturn No. 2. her . of suits (appellate and 

original) connected with im- 
moveable and moveable property during the last two years. 

Appeals. 


I 867 1 868. f ncrease. | Decrease. 

Connected with immoveable property. 27 30 « 12 

Not connected \uth immoveable property 70 | 7*1 5 

Tot vl. !)7 114 17 
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Original Suits. 



1867. 

l ' 

1 1808. 

i t 

rncrea.se. Decrease. 
1 

Connected With immoveable projx rty. ] 

169 

| 125 
| 

| .. 41 

Not connected with immoveable property. | 

(190 

j 862 

! 1C6 

i ! 

Tor*!. 1 

805 

i 987 

1 166 > 41 


From this it appears though the number of original Suits 
connected with immoveable property has decreased the 
Appeals in such cases have increased. Whilst in cases uncon- 
nected with immoveable the Appeals have not increased in 
proportion with the original cases. 

The following table shows the number of Suits connected 
with immoveable property in each of the Courts of the Extra 
Assistant Commissioner during the past year. 


Extra Assistant Commission* 

M* 3rd ( lass, Zeali 

27 

Do. 

Do. 

Bheeloogy won 

21 

Do. 

Do. 

Amherst 

4 

Do. 

Do. 

Cyaing Salween 
(Jyaing Attarnn 

G 

Do. 

Do. 

13 

Do. 

Do. 

Houndraw 

1 

Do. 

Do. 

Yea JLamaing 

7 

Do. 

Do. 

Hlinebway 

15 

Do. 

Do. 

Martaban 

1 1 

Do. 

Do. 

Tliatone 

4 

Do. 

Do. 

Hpagat 

4 


These figures generally furnish a good index to the rela- 
tive value of land'in the different townships. The Hlinebway 
Township however is an exception, as land there has little 
value and yet the proportion of suits for immoveable property 
is very large. 

16. The following is a comparative Statement of the 
detail of suits disposed or, manner in which Appellate suits were 
return No. 3 , APPEAis. disposed of during the past two years. 
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• 

1 r- 

ao 

1 

% 


1* 

S 

§ 

g 


i 



a> 

ft 

Rejected ... .... 

> *2 

20 

8 


In favor of mt .... .... 

30 

67 

37 


fn favor of Ruvim ident 

27 

45 

I 1W 


1)ei rot’il Kx-ji.nit . . J 

3 

i 

2 ! 

1 

3 

i \>mpioiui**i‘cl . . .. 


1 

i 

2 , 

... 

• 

Withdrawn or di'j>oscd of iii default . . . . 

4 

1 

r> j 

M 


Total . . j 

76 


66 

3 


. 

1 




The rejected cases are those in which the appeal was dis- 
missed on perusal of the petition of appeal and the proceedings 
of the Lower Court without calling the respondent. The num- 
ber of such cases has increased from 12 in 18(57 to 20 in 1S68. 
The number of cases under t lie next head i. c. cases decided 
in favor of the Appellant in which the decision of the lower was 
reversed modified or amended shows a result unfavorable to the 
lower Courts during the past year. In 18(37 30 cases out of 
76 or 39 per cent were decided in favor of Appellant, whilst in 
1868, 67 cases out of 1 39 or 41 per cent were so decided. Out of 
the 67 cases decided in 1868 in favor of Appellant in 13 cases 
the decisions of the lower court were modified and in 14 cases 
amended, leaving a balance of 30 cases only in which the deci- 
sion of the lower courts were absolutely reversed; among these 
30 cases in which the lower courts decisions were absolutely 
reversed, there were 16 cases in which the lower courts were 
found to have disposed of the cases on preliminary points 
and which wore therefore remanded for new trial, under Section 
351 of the Civil Procedure Code. In 12 cases it was found ne- 
cessary to send the cases back to the lower court for re-trial 
and ultimate decision by the Aj>pellate court under Section 354 
Civil Procedure Code on account of the lower Court having 
omitted to raise the necessary issues. 

17. Of the Appeals disposed of 6 were from the Court 
number or appeals from of the Assistant Commissioner Maul- 

thb different courts. main (Mr. Barr). Among these the 
decisions of the Assistant Commissioners Court were con- 



il\lh JrSTttE REPORT J<SCS 


1 JHi 

firmed in 3 eases and in 3 cases reversed or modified. In one 
of the reversed cases however the decision of the Deputy 
Commissioner’s Appellate Court was afterwards reversed on 
2nd Appeal and the decision of the Assistant Commissioner’s 
Court therefore affirmed There have been no appeals from 
the decisions ot the Court of the Assistant Commission- 
er, Thatonc (Mr. Foibes) during the year. Nor were there 
any appeals from the decisions of the Court of the Extra As- 
sistant Commissioner, 1st Class (Moung JJyaw ). This Court 
however decided only six cases —two of which were compro- 
mised, two decided ex- parte and two on confession, so that none 
of the decisions could be appealed against. One disputed case, 
instituted in his Court lie requested might be transferred to 
another Court as being too difficult for him to decide. 

The following table shows the proportion of Appeals and 
their disposal to the number of Oases decided by each of the 
Courts of the Extra Assistant Commissioners 3rd Class. 


Township Name o ( Af\o Ohi 


Zeah 

Moung bhwc* Ky 

ur> 

31 

16 

18 

3i 9 ty cent 

Bhoeloogywou 

Moung Poll 

,16b 

29 

14 

J 5 

0 9 do 

Martaban 

Moung Ohdik & Mg Tsoung 

91 

1 9 

4 

r> 

1 0 0 

Amherst 

Moung Doot 

90 

7 

2 

5 

. 0 5 do 

Oyaing Salween 
Thatone 

Moung Shwe Ngoung 

72 

1 

4 

l 

loi do 

Moung Htoon Gjaw 

88 

4 

3 

l 

0 1 do 

Gyamg Attaian i 
Houndraw 

Moung Tsat 

61 

9 

3 

s 

0 13 do 

'Moung I lino, mg 

bl 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

Vea Lamamg 

Moung J\u TThiw 

60 

i 

1 

2 

0 2 do 

Hhnebwciy 

Moung Oh 

37 

i 

2 

1 

I 01 \ do 

Tlpagat 

Moung TCt* 

23 

~y 

2 

3 

01 13 do 


ToUl 

^94 1 

108 

i 49 i 

59 

1 

3 


The number ami result of appeals however is not an in- 
fallible criterion of the merits of Judicial Officer*. For in- 
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stance Moung Tsat who stands out so badly in this List is 
infinitely superior as a judicial officer to Moung Ee, Moung 
Htoon Gyan and others who have a smaller proportion of re- 
versals against their names. 

18 . The following table shows the manner in which 
original suits. original suits have been disposed of 

during the past two years. 



1867 

1S08 

Iiur< a-e 

Deduce. 

• 

llejeoted 

1 1 

15 

1 

i) 

~ i 

0 

: 

6 

In favor of Plamtift 

i 165 ] 

482 

17 

0 

In favor of defendant 

1 m 

21 I ] 

1 

1) 

I decreed E^-partc 

1 1,2 

24 | 

0 1 

1 8 

< WmRroiniPcd 

1 51 

86 | 

, .13 | 

1 <> 

Withdrawn oi stiuck oft m default 

1 110 

15 > 

15 

0 

Transferred 

1 _ 7 _, 

4 

0 

3 

Total 

1 ■)()(» 

1 '17.1 

84 1 

17 


There has been a considerable increase in the number of 
cases compromised. The increase and decrease under the 
other heads calls for no paiticulai remark 

19. At the commencement of ISOS theie were, as do* 
average deration of oases ticcd in the rcpoit for ISO 7, some 

return no 4 COLUMNS 3 eases of veiy old standing on the 

and 4 appeais pending file The oldest case liad 

been pending for 19 months. All such cases were cleared off 
early in the year and the oldest case pending at the close of 
the year had been on the file for 1 0 days only. The average 
duration of cases also has been reduced from 2 months and 19 
days to 8 days only. Considering the great distance of some 
of the Courts from the Head Quaiter Station and the length 
of time that the Deputy Commissioner is required to be away 
in the interior of the district the average duration of cases 
has now been reduced probably to its lowest possible limit. 

20. The one case on the Deputy Commissioner’s File 

original oases. lasted for 2 months and 19 days. In 

the Court of the Assistant Commis- 
sioner of Maulmain the average duration of cases has been 
reduced from 12 days in 1 867 to 7 days in 1803 In the Court 
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of the Assistant CommisJongi, Thatone, tlie average lias in 
creased from 12 days in 1S(>7 to 21) days in 1SGS. Mr. Forbes 
attributes tlie increased duration of eases in his Court to his 
absence at Shwe-Cyeon in January ami Fcbruai v, and also 
to the constant postponements applied for by Pleaders. There 
is no doubt that the duration of eases in all the Courts in this 
District would be much shortei, were it not for the nu- 
merous applications for postponements presented by tlie par 
ties themselves or their pleiukis 

The following stalenu nt shows tin' average duration of 
cases in each of the Kxtia Asjstanr Commissioner 1 s Courts 


during 

Extra \ 

the past yeai 

- i taut 1 1 onnniss]on< i 1st 

.M 

K nil «•» it 

D 

Do 

Do 

Uni (Mass 

Zi aJi 

2-J 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Blioeloo »* v on 

:i 

D<> 

Do 

Do 

Ainlicist 

2> 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Yta LtUnaim* 

12 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Dvaim> \Daian 

12 

Do 

Do 

D * 

n 

2o 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Hhnohu ,i\ 

7 

Do 

Do 

I )<> 

\ foim<l»a\\ 

1 1 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Mar lah in 

J 2 

Do 

Do 

D> 

I fi »«L^>n t 

.> 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Thatono 

G 

21 

The following 

is a eompai iti\e statement 

of tlie 


VALUE or SUITS RETUHN No 1 COLUMN'? S *due of SUits <>t different 

Linds instituted during the 
] a st t \\ o \ cars 




! 807 

ISON 

Appi ah 


Li r I 
s | 

Rs 

20,020 

Ollgllldl Suits 


1 <;3,i20 

70, -SOS 

Mihc< •llanoo u Suits 

• 

. 1 2,350 

1 

.5,743 


Total . 

70,337 

91,171 


And the following an* the coj 1 expending amounts of stamp 
papti** filed 
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*1 1807. 

I 

; 18G8. 

line rea se. j Decrease . 

i i 

Appeals. 

KV 

0:{i> 

1 ,228 

so« 


Oiig'iual Sens. 

Rs. 

<J.il U) 

0,833 


ill. 

I\I ii-'rrlhmivms ttuio*. 

... Rs. 

088 

379 


SO!) 


Total Rs. 

8,.‘>0!) 

8,410 ‘ 

2!>0 j 

425 


There are some apparent discrepancies in the above two state- 
ments which require explanation. The value of appeals lias 
increased from Rupees 10,858 in 1 807 to Rupees 2 0,(3 20 in 
1SG8, but the stain] > duty has only increased from Rupees 932 
in 1867 to Rupees 1,228 in 1 8G8. This arises from appeals in 
forma ]Hiupcris to the value of Rupees 8,925 having been in- 
stituted in 18G8. In original suits it will be seen from the 
return that the increase in the value of the suits is entirely 
in the court of the Assistant Commissioner, Maulmain. Jn 
that court the value of suits lias risen from Rupees 2,788 in 
1867 to Rupees 12,770 in I 808, hut the value of the stamps 
filed in L8G8 amounted to Rupees 729 only. This also is 
owing to suits in forma pauperis to the value of Rupees 8,925 
having been instituted. In the court of the Assistant Com- 
missioner, Thatone, there has been a slight decrease in the 
value of suits instituted and stamps filed. In the courts of 
the Extra Assistant Commissioners the value of suits institu- 
ted has decreased from Rupees 55,240 in ISO 7 to Rupees 
53,752 in 1 8G8. There is no doubt that this falling off is 
caused by the enhanced rate of stamp duty imposed by Act 
XXIV of 18G7. As the rate of stamp duty on all cases in- 
stituted in the courts of Extra Assistant Commissioners is 
about 10 per cent on the value of the suit — the stamp duty 
on plaints to the amount of Rupees 53,752 would be Rupees 
5,375 ; the difference between that sum and the value of the 
stamps filed, or Rupees 3G9, represents the value of the stamps 
filed on papers other than plaints. With regard to such pa- 
pers the new Stamp Act has diminished the amount of stamp 
duty imposed. Formerly they required a stamp of eight annas, 
now they can be filed on a one anna stain] >. 
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22. The figures in the returns showing the value of 

VALUE OF miscellaneous suits. Miscellaneous Suits are not it is 

tcavcd very valuable, as no gene- 
ral rule has been issued regarding the manner in which the 
value of such suits should be calculated and each Court has 
consequently been allowed to follow the rule which it has 
always adopted. In letter No. 89 dated 18th November, 1868 
to the address of the Commissioner, the Deputy Commissioner 
suggested that the execution of decree cases the amount 
sought to be recovered should bo entered as the value of the 
suit ; i. e. that if a person applied for execution of a decree to 
the amount of Rupees 100 that sum viz Rupees 100 should 
be taken to be the value of the suit. This letter was finally 
answered by Assistant Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, 
Home Department, Proceeding No. 599-5, dated 5th Februa- 
ry, received 13th February 1869. It is therein laid down 
that the principle on which the valuation of these suits should 
be calculated is to include only such amounts as have not 
already appeared in other returns, i. e. the actual expenses in 
the case. For instance, in an application for execution of a 
decree to the amount of Rupees 100 the value of the stamp 
on the petition and the costs of the application are to be en- 
tered as the value of the suit. This order was received too 
late to be applied to the valuation of Miscellaneous Suits in 
the present returns. 


TOTAL COSTS, RETURN NO. 4, COLUMN 7. 


23. The following is a com- 
parative statement of the total 
amount of costs inclusive of stamps during the last two 
years. 



: 1867. 

1868. 

Increase. 

Appeals Rs... 

Original #mt * Rs. . . 

Miscellaneous Suita Rs... 

Total 

i 

1,127 

9,763 

1,306 

1,639 

12,9.95 

1,740 

512 

3,232 

434 

12,196 

16,374 

4,178 


A portion of this increase is due to the increase in the stamp 
duty, but the other costs also have increased considerably. 
It has not yet been .discovered that the costs in any of th$ 
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lower courts during the past year wore larger than they ought 
to have been. Parties generally incur more costs than are 
necessary by their ignorance and by the ignorance of their 
Pleaders and Judges of the simplest rules of evidence. The 
number of Witnesses is generally considered to. be of more 
inportance than the quality of tlieir evidence. The following 
table gives the total value of suits, stamps and costs in each 
of the* Extra Assistant Commissioners’ Courts during the 
past year. 

* Total value of suits, stamps and fees in each Court in 
1868. 


Court. 

Value of suits 
instituted. 

1 

i Value of 
! stamps filed. 

Total costs. 

Extra Asst. Commr. 

Kaukfireit 

1,530 

i j 
! ! 

| 1 59 

1 

I... 


201 

8 

L 

do. 

Bceloogvwou 

, 7.392 

! i 

880 

f 10 


2, 4(H) 

5 

8 

do. 

Zca.li 

r 10,482 

i 1 4i 955 

j 1 


2,015 

4 


do. 

Yea 

2, 121 

; 8... 

290 

! i 


555 

12 


do. 

Amherst 

6,173 

j 9 2 

472 

4 


807 

9 


do. 

Gyaing Salween . 
Hlinebwav do .... 

0,180 

lift;... 

6J... 

050 

11 

... 

1,084 

J 


do. 

2,830 

306 

« 

•••! 

595 

4 


do. 

Hound raw . . 

5,200 

15... 

587 

14 


829 

3 


do. 

Gvaing Attaran .; 

4,087 

13; 0 

413 

8 


434 

12 


do. 

Thatone j 

2,984 

i! ^ 

314 

8 

. J 

516 

10 


do. 

II page t 

705 

2 ... 

78 

8' 


232 

8 


do. 

Martaban 

i 

3,610 

9 0 

1 

028 

8 

"i 

i 

751 

8 

o 


Total | 

l 

53,752 

8 

j 

5,744 

1 

...i 11,027 

i 

si 

9 


24. The amount of deficient stamp duty and penalty on 

deficient stamp duty and documents levied by Civil Courts un- 

fenalty levied. ' der the provisions of Section 1 7 Act 

X of 1862 during the year amounted to Rs. 81 only. This 
was levied in Courts situated at a distance from Maulmain. 
It appears to be the custom for parties wishing to present 
such documents in any court within a moderate distance of 
Maulmain to come to the Treasury and get such documents 
stamped by the stamping machine. 

25. Previous to 1868 there was only one office for Reg- 
eegistration of deeds. istration of deeds in this District. 


This was kept by the Assistant Com- 
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missioner, Maulmain. The following* is a comparative state- 
ment of the deeds registered in this office during the past two 
years. 



1867 

1868 

Registry of Wills 

General Register 

2 

3 

73 

113 

Temporary Conveyance Register 

01 

15 

Permanent Do. 

201) 

340 

Total 

43 o 

477 


During the year Registry Offices were established in tlio 
Courts of tiie Assistant Commissioners at Thatonc and Am- 
herst. The following is the number of deeds registered in 
these Offices up to the end of the year. 

Thatonc Amherst 

Registry of Wills 
(General Register 

Temporary Conveyance Register ... 

Permanent Do. 


Total 

Regarding the absence of registered documents at Tha- 
tono, Mr. Forbes remarks as follows: — 

“ A number of Copies of a few plain hints of the use and 
“ effects of registration were distributed by me, and T explain- 
“ ed the same personally to all officials and well to do persons 
“ I could, but the bonds executed by the people here being 
“ generally little more than a kind of promissory notes for 
“ small sums, they seem to think paying Rs. 2 for registration 
“ throwing money away. As they say they can take as good 
“ care of the original as the Court can and dont require a 
“ duplicate.” 

20 There were no suits during 1868 in tlio Courts of 
suits to which government this District to which Government 

was A party. was a party. 

27. The Registers and Records of the Extra Assistant 
registers and records of Commissioners Courts are kept in con- 
subordinates oourts. formity with the rules laid down by 
the Commissioner of the Division in 1807 (Miscellaneous Pro- 




ceeding No. 122 dated 12th November 18G7). All the Courts 
of the Extra Assistant Commissioners have been inspected 
during the year at least once, some twice, by the Deputy 
Commissioner, with the exception of those at Kaukareit and 
Attaran. Twice the Deputy Commissioner haj=* been on the 
point of starting for Kaukareit and on both occasions he was 
stopped in consequence of orders from the Commissioner. 
The result of the Deputy Commissioner’s inspection of the 
lower courts is embodied in a return drawn up in conformity 
with directions conveyed in which return is attached to this 
report. Tt gives a somewhat unfavorable view of the business — 
like habits of the officers *of the lower courts. The Deputy 
Commissioner has prepared a revised and complete Dints of 
Registers &c., to be kept up, and returns to be submitted by 
Extra Assistant Commissioners 3rd Class, with full instruc- 
tions regarding the manner in which the work should be done. 


28. The Books, Cazettes &o., forming the library of 

deputy commissioner's offioe, . thc deputy tominimioiier'a Office 

have been collected, put m order and 
arranged, for the first time, during the past year. The com- 


mencement of a similar work with regard to the records has 
been made but the Deputy Commissioner has not yet had 
time to complete it. 


29. The following officers have presided over Civil Courts 

remarks on OFFICERS. ‘ \ T ‘ this District during the past year. 

Deputy Commissioner, Captain Horace 
A. Browne, the whole year. —Assistant Commissioner, Maul- 
main, G. E. Barr Esquire, the whole yfear. Assistant Com- 
missioner, Thatone, G. J. F. S. Forbes Esquire the whole 


— Assistant Commissioner, Amherst, Captain G. E. Fryer, 
since the 22nd September 18G8. Extra Assistant Commis- 


sioner, 1st Class, Kaukareit, Moung By aw, the whole year. 
— Extra Assistant Commissioner, 3rd Class, Zeah, Moung 


Shwe Ey, the whole year. Bhccloogywon, Moung BJio 
from 1st January to 24th December 18G8, removed to 


Shw& Gycen. Moung Hlaw, from 24tli December to 31st 
December 18G8. Amherst, Moung Dwot, the whole year. 
Yea Lamaing, Moung* Pai Hlaw the whole year. Gyaing 
Attaran, Moung Tsat ,tho whole year. Gyaing Sal we m, 
Moung Shw6 Gwoon, the whole year, lllinebway Moung 
Oh the whole year. Houndraw, Moung Shwe Hmoon, 
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the whole year. Martaban, Moung Kliyeik, from 1st January 
to 27th October 1868 suspendeS, Moung Naw from 27th Oc- 
tober to 3rd November 1868. Moung Tshoung from 3rd No- 
vember to 3 1st December 1868. Hpagat, Moung Ee the whole 
year. Thatone; Moung If toon Gyaw the whole year. The fol- 
lowing remarks on the qualifications of the subordinate officers 
are submitted. 

Messrs. Barr and Forbes are both excellent Judicial 
officers. Mr. Barr is most precise and careful and has great 
experience, Captain F ryer as already noticed has had no Civil 
Judicial work, in consequence of not having been invested with 
minor powers. Extra Assistant Commissioner 1st Class — 
Moung Byaw is unused to Judicial work and too old to learn. 
Moung Shwe Ey is the hardest worked of the Extra Assis- 
tant Commissioners, 3rd Class. He attempts to do substantial 
justice but generally in a very blundering manner, as remark- 
ed before, he is nearly past work, lie cannot write the records 
of his cases himself. « 

Moung Bho is a young Officer, he is attentive and will 
probably improve; his hand writing is almost illegible and his 
Appeal cases consequently gave much trouble to the Deputy 
Commissioner. 

Moung Dwot is extremely dilatory and inefficient. 
Moung Pai Hlaw is a very intelligent man. Moung Ee is 
quite past Judicial work, if he ever was capable of doing any 
properly. He has been recommended for a pension. Moung 
Khyeik had intelligence but was dilatory as well as arbitrary 
and unjust, and was suspended in October 1 868. His officia- 
ting successor, Moung Tshoung, has been working very well 
and seems likely to make a good J udicial Officer. Moung 
Htoon Gyaw, a Toungthoo who was appointed to succeed his 
father Moung Goon Bau in 1867 appears willing to learn, but 
his abilities are certainly of a low order. The other Extra 
Assistant Commissioners have discharged their duties to the 
best of their abilities. For J udicial work as transacted in our 
Courts nono of them shew any special aptitude. The Codes 
and Acts which have been piled upon them will never be prop- 
erly administered by the present generation. No Myo Oke 
or Native pleader has had any education beyond what he re- 
ceived in a Budhist Monastery in his boyhood, and this falls 
short of what is required to enable him to comprehend a for- 
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oign system of legal procedure. Many display laudable dili- 
gence in learning the Codes by heart and can repeat them from 
memory as they do their Pali prayers i. e. -without knowing 
the meaning of the words ‘they utter. Some of them are re- 
puted among their countrymen to be learned in law ’’ but of 
course not acquainted with “ Acts ” which no native of JBur • 
ma can be expected to understand. This difficulty is inten- 
sified by the incorrectness and in some instances the unintel- 
ligibility of the translations of the Acts supplied. Abbrevia- 
ted editions of the Codes and Acts containing only what is 
absolutely, necessary for a fair administration of Justice in 
Myo Okes Courts, expressed in simple 1 anguage, and accom- 
panied by explanatory notes, are much required. 
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HORACE A. BROWNE, Deputy Commiemmci^ Amherst District* 



DETAiL of Suit* disposed of by all Courts hi the District of Amherst for the year 186ft. w per Columns 10 to 

13 of Statement A r o. 1. 
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REPORT. 

OF TIIK • 

DISTRICT MAGISTRATE OF SHWE-CYEEN. 

For IHttH. 

Of) 

From Captain C\ K. Watson, Deputy Commissioner Shwo-Cyeen District, to 
the Commissioner of Toiitisserim Division, Maulmuiu, No. 18, 
dated Pahpoon 2Hth February 1809. 

I have the honor to submit Report on the Administration 
of Civil Justice in the Shwe (3yeen District for the year 1868. 

2. The following was the state of the file on the 1st of 
January 1868 and 1869. 

: 1868. ! 1869. 

1 Deputy Commissioner A. District. ... 12 j 10 

2 Assistant Com lmssi oners. ... ... ... ... 4 2 

1 Tsoetkay or Extra Assistant Commissioner 2nd, ( -lass. 1 

5 Extra Assistant Commissioners. ... ... ... 11 2 

i 27 14 

. J 

showing in the number of pending on the 1st January 1.869 
a decrease of 13 cases. 

i. v 3. The subjoined is a Statement of Suits and Appeals 
instituted during 1867 and 1868 which shows an increase 
of 9S Suits and Appeals over that of 1867. 
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1 

2 

1 

5 




Deputy Commissioner. 

Assistant (. Commissioner, 3rd Class. 

Extra Assistant Commissioner 2nd Class or Tseetkay. 
Do. do. do. Myookes. 


1867. 

1 86cS. 

88 

107 

50 

IS 

330 

i 305 

522 

; 658 

j 990 

| 1,088 


4. Tliti following is a Statement of the number of Suits 
and Appeals finally disposed of and decided on trial. Show- 
ing an increase of 108 casks over that of 1867. 


1 Deputy Commissioner. 

2 Assistant Commissioners, 3rd (trade. 

1 Extra Assistant Commissioner, 2nd Class ur Tseetkay 
5 Do, do, d«». Myook»‘s. 


1867. 

j 1868. 

i .1 

s !.r 

"c3 

c 

-l-» 

§ 

ca 


s 

>» 


rS 


•s 1 a ! 

§ 

ft 


81 j ... •' 

109 


46: ... ; 

20 


337, ... 

305 


A2H 1 ... : 

667 


9S)3; ... 

1,101 


Increase. 

108 


— .. .* 

. . „ 

— 


At the end of the year 1868 there were no cases pending 
over a year in this District. 

o. The following was the state of the Miscellaneous file 
on the 1st January 1868-1869. 

flsij's; 18697 

1 Deputy Commissioner. ... ... ... ... j 7 . 1 .77 

2 Assistant Commissioners. ... ... ... ... j ... i 2 

l Extra Assistant Commissioner, 2nd Class or Tseetkay J ... ! ... 

5 Do. * do. 3rd Class or Myookes.l ... j 1 

’ IIZILZET 

6. The number of Miscellaneous cases instituted and 
disposed of in 1867 and 1868 is shown below. There bsing 
an. increase of 52 cases instituted and 46 cases decided bver 
that of 1867. 
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1 Deputy Commissioner. ... 

2 Assistant Commissioners, 3rd ( Jr ado 

1 Extra Assistant Commissioner, 2nd Ckr-s or Tscetkay. 
5 Do. do. 3rd CJas.s or Myookcs. 


1 Deputy Cummis.sioner, 

2 Asawtant CoinmisMonor 3rd Crude. ... 

1 Extra Assistant Commissioner 2nd Class or Tseethny. 
5 Do. do. 3rd ( Jla?.s or M vookes. 


1 


2 


-6 ' 

o 

c9 

si 

1 ’ 

•s 


B 

I 

a 

•a 


’■§ 

j-m 

GO 

a 

<D 

a 

H- 1 

• H 

P 


O 

4 

" 4 



10 

16 



51 

51 



115 

118 



186* 

189 



‘ J8 

"l* 

... 

- 

12 

10 


2 

19 

19 



189 

188 


1 

238 

235 j 


jj 

52 

4r>\ 




Total... 


7. The number and the result of Appeals from decision 
of the Assistant Commissioners and Extra Assistant Com- 
missioners, Shwb-flyeen District, are exhibited below which 
shows an increase of 20 Appeals instituted above those- of 
1867: — 
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Assistant (.Commissioner ... ... 1 , 1 ‘ 2> 1... ...; 1 

Ex. Asst. Comr. 2nd or Tsoctkay ... 1 | 28 ! 29; 1 4, 9 ... I ... 2 

Do. 3rd Class or Myo Okes . . . 10 j 77; 87 4128 2 3 2,4 

Total... 12 j 106! 1lSoO':37 2 , 5 2 , 6 


8. The subjoined Statement shows £he total number of 
cases disposed of by each Extra Assistant Commissioner 3rd 
class, or Myo-Oke, and the number of Appeals preferred 
against their decisions, and the result of Appeals:- - 
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„ Wolglav ... 



„ Shwfc Bwen 



„ Tau 



Kya Nyeo 




« 



Appeals. 



' iJ ! 

• o ! 

T3 . 

. 1 c 


108 

173 

173|27‘ 

25 1 

252 

252'2l| 

7». 

77 

77'lsj 

135; 

l 

J3517I 

30 : 

3«' 

so 1 ... 1 

! i 

058 j 

C67| 

i 

607J77; 


l! 

I 

2 1 . 


Jl4 
2i 8 


13... 
17:-- - 


2 





9. The following Statement shows the value of Suits 
instituted, decided and pending at the close of the year J 868: — 


Total value of ■. Total value of ■ Total value of 
suits instituted 'suits decided in suits pending 
in 1 808 . 1808 . 


1. 

Deputy Commissioner ... 

1 1,894 

S> ... 

Vt,H5r> 

1 ... 

L’.d.'ia 

2 „ 

Assistan t Commiss i 01 1 







3rd ( Jradc . . . ; 

1,552 

5 10 

3,307 

old 

M 95 

1. 

Extra Assistant Commr., ; 







2nd Class or Tseetkay . . 

15,950 

i| !. 

15,950 

1 V 


5. 

do 3rd Class or M vo-Okes. . . 

35,592 

. . . j 7 ' 

35,112 

... 7 

4f>() j! 



07,998 

12|... 

01,314 

12 : ...| 

i .%fi84 j. 

i 1 



. . -- — - - 

_ 

1 

.. .. . 

1 

1 ! 


10, The number of Suits in a supposed population of 
128,433 souls will ho in propotion as 1 to 131 inhabitants, 

11, The total amount of litigation within the year .1 868 
was estimated at Rs. 72,888-2. 

12. The average duration of Suits was 7 days in Ap- 
peals and 5 m Regular Suits, 

13. The largo increase in the number of Appeals is at- 
tributable to the fact that at the commencement of the 

z 2 
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year it was found necessary by the new Judge to reverse a 
few decisions of the Lower Courts. This doubtless gave slight 
£nco u ragement to the losers of Suits in the Lower Courts. 

The Appeal cases pending at the close of the year were 
such that could not have been disposed of sooner, as the re- 
cords ip these cases were not received till after the commence- 
ment of the new year. 106 Appels or 20 more than the previ- 
ous year wore instituted, 96 of these together with 12 remain- 
ing over from the previous year were disposed of with the fol- 
lowing result: 

< 'onfirmed. rejected or withdrawn ' - - per cent. 

Reversed or modified - 30 do. 

Rruutiuled - 5 1 do. 

The percentage of Appeals to Suits instituted was 1 I per 

Cent. 

1 4. The value of Stamps tiled in Civil Suits in the va- 
rious Courts of the District during the past 2 years was as fol- 
lows : 

S'l\\ll*.s RcPKKB. 

JjsOJ - Its. 7,050 : Value of Suit - 71,346 

1868 - .. 7,1 U> | Do. do. - - 67,99$ 

allowing an increase of Ks. 54 in Stamps notwithstanding a 
decrease of Ks. 3, .‘148 in the value of Suits instituted. 

The number of Suits during the same periods were 990 
and 1,088, but as the new Stamp Act was not in full force in 
this District till July 1867 a comparison of the value of Suits 
instituted during the first halves of the 2 years under review 
is shown: 

Stamps Rupee*. 

From .Isumarv to Julv 1807 Ks. 3,259 Value* of Suit - 41,441 

Do. do. " 1868 ., 3,461 I Do. do. - 40,353 

The nuiiiber of Suits being 545 and 602 or an increase of 
57 Suits. It is believed that no special circumstances have 
occurred iji this District, irrespective of the alteration of 
Stamp duty, that would operate in varying the numbers of 
Suits instituted. It may therefore be inferred that the in- 
creased rates of Stamp duty have little effect in lessening liti- 
gation ; at the same time it is considered that the Stamp duty 
levied on Suits up to Ks. 500 in value is excessive, and 
presses severely on the poorer classes 
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15. The number of Suits t withdrawn or compromised 
amounts to 285 being 26 per cent of the number instituted a 
high average which tends to show that as a rule the Natives 
of this country are not prone to support a bad defence by 
means of false evidence. The saving of costs and # the re-fund 
of Stamp duty is of course the great inducement to the com- 
promise of Civil Suits. 

16. The extent to which the Courts arc resorted to for 
the execution of Decrees is no criterion of the usefulness of 
the Courts in enforcing the payment of just debts. 

The loser of a Suit if lie has the means almost invariably 
pays the money into Court, or settles with the Decree hol- 
der in some other way. The average of the number of exe- 
cutions to the number of Decrees passed is only 17 per cent. 

17. Imprisonment for debt is very rare*, in this District. 
This is proved by the fact that throughout the year only 
12 persons have been confined in the Civil Gaol for an 
average period of d days each. 

The people are apparently not much inclined to pay for 
the support of their debtors in Gaol unless actuated by some 
other motive than that of enforcing the payment of a debt. 
They prefer waiting till the debtor may be in a position to 
pay them. Steps are very seldom taken to keep a decree 
alive, consequently many Decree holders are debarred from 
recovering their money by the lapse of time. 

18. Of 982 Civil Suits instituted in 1868, 56 cases, or 
6 per cent were decided by arbitration of the elders of the 
respective towns, where the different Courts are situated, and 
none of their decisions have been set aside either in App'eal 
or by the Courts of original jurisdiction their (the arbitra- 
tors) services are however availed of only in cases of inherit- 
ance, or settlement of accounts, and other intricate cases. 

The increase of cases referred to Arbitrators is ortly 1 
over that of I 867. 

15). There were only h 1 legist rat ions of Deeds through- 
out the year. 
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(j LA SSIFICA 1 ION of Appeal# and Original suits instituted before all the Courts in the District of Shv'l-Guee 
du ring t he year 1868 as per columns 6 and 7 of Statement No. I 

! Appeals. 1 Original. 
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No. :t» 

i 

DETAIL of Suits disposed of by all the ('oust* in the District of Shiot-Gyeen during 
the year 1868 as per r<famm* to to 13 of Statement No; 1 . 

' ■ < fl 

DkcIIJKD O.N THfAl.. 


•8 

tS 


I Deputy CommiH8iom*r’H Court. A 

: _ Total. 1 5^ 

‘i 

•1 Deputy Commissioner ’ h C ourt. i ... 
'2 Asst. Commissioners Court. 


| 


•» S 

a 


3!) 

39 

J 

13 


e*s 
<S| 
•s M 

la 


r.fi 

56 


1 

C. 

H 

=*3 


fc 

I 


8 . 


B 1 

I’ll 


|! 

'H s 


I 


2 6| 108 
2 i el 108 


1 


1 

20 


1 

Tweetkay’s do. 


165 

53 

:«* 48 1 ... 

305 

5 

Myookes do. 

22 

323 

98 

30 ,H5 77 j... 

667 


Total...' 

22 

504 

___ 

154 

30 157 126 :... 

993- 

1 Deputy 

Commissi oner’s Court. 

4 

12 

2 

j 

18 

2 Asst. 

Commissioners do. 


8 


2 ... j... 

10 

I 

Tscetkay’s do. 


6 

4 

4 5 ...! 

! 19 

A 

My cokes do. 

2 

\J l ± 

37 

2 25 ' 8 '... 

* i i 

188 


Total. 

6 

140 

43 

2 31 13 |... 

■ i 

235 


Craud Total. 

33 

683 

253 

32 188 I4lj_6 

1336 
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Hi; POUT 

of Tin*: 

DISTRICT MAGISTRATE OF TAVOY. 

For I8«S. 

OO 

From <». Faith fit- PNq., Deputy < ’oininissioiu'r, to Lieut. Colonel E. M. Ry'an, 
< ouunissioner of 'JVnu.sseriin Division of Ilritish Burma, No. 1, dated 
Tavoy the 9th .hinuary 1 S69. 

tlivil .Returns Nos. 1 to IV. ^ lltXA (3 tliC 

Annual Returns of all Huifn in which Government arc concerned L/\iirvv wl 

General Statement of unclaimed property of ]*cinmis flying intestate in ihJIKH bO lOIWcilvl 

the Tavoy District. f K 0 A muiol Citril 

.Statement, of Gases involving constructions of t lie < 'ode of the Civil Proco- TdlC xxIlTluai V^lVll 
dure with transcript of decisions and ordns passed by the presiding T> ^ 4 - ,-.^1 -I,-. 

Judge* during the past vear of 1808. XteLlll Tib nObCd 111 

<,,vU ,loUlrn " Forms A > “• c ’ K > R,Ml F - the margin, and 

the following Report of the Administration of Civil Justice 
for the year I 808. 

2. The following was the state of the Regular Files on 
the 1st January 1808 ami 1st January 1801 ). 


.Deputy ( Amimissioiier. ^ Appeal." 

Extra Asst. (\mnnrs. 2nd (Mass, 1st Grade, Original Suits 
Do. Do. 3rd, 41 h. 5th do. 1st iVi 2nd do. do. 


I Regular Suits 


: 1868 

1860 

6 

. . > 

15 


20 


2 

10 

! 43 . 


Shewing in the number pending on the last mentioned 
date an increase of 33 Suits, Of the cases in the Deputy 
Commissioner’s Court I. case was pending from the 28th No- 
vember and the remaining 14 were instituted in the last month 
of the year. In December 1867 only ;> cases were instituted 
so that deducting the 1) cases in excess the number pending 
.would be alike in each year viz. 6. In the Court of 2nd 
('lass Kxtra Assistant Commissioner 1 case was pending from 
September, 2 from October, 7 from November and 16 from 
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December ; some of the oldest discs are improperly kept pend- 
ing for evidence. I fear some Officers do not receive plaints 
towards the end of the year. 


IS07 l SOS 


Deputy Commissioner { SulU . ; 

Extra Aset. Corninr. 2nd Class, 1st Grade 

Original Suits 

Do. do. 3rd, 4th, .5th do. 1st & 2nd do. 
Original Hu its , 


ill 


23tf 


200 


132 

295 

309 


Total 040 830 


3. The * number of 
Suits and Appeals insti* 
tuted during the past two 
years is given in the mar- 
gin, and shews an increase 
of 96 cases. 


1307. 


I V - , ^ 

!| 3 &1S4 Sri 


Deputy Com- J Origin u.1 Suits - 
miwsioner ( Appeals 
Extra Assistant Commissioner. 2 ml 


1 

I08f lOOj >17; 123 


Class, Original Suits - - - 203 

Extra Assistant Commissioners 3rd, | 

4th, 5th, Classes, 1st & 2nd Grade, Ori-| 
ginal Suits 1 * wt 


.1 201 


247 1 209 273 


290 


,! m. 


307 


Total 

Increase 

Decrease 


573 ' 047 r .'J7 703 
- | 2lJ 5o 




4. The number of 
Suits and Appeals decided 
on trial and finally disposed 
of in the years 1867 and 
1868 is given in the margin 
and shows an increase of 
24 cases in the former and 
of .16 in the latter in the 
year under review. There 
were no cases pending 
above one year in any of 


the several Courts in this Division. 


5. The following was the state of Miscellaneous Files on 
the 1st January 1868 and 1st January 1869. 



j 1868. 

1869. 

Deputy Commissioner 

Extra Assistant. Commissioners, 2nd Class, 1st Grade ... 
Do. Do. 3rd, 4th, oth, Classes 1st and 2nd Grade... 

... 

... 

Total 

... 

. 


Shewing ijone pending in the year under review. 
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6. The statement in the margin shews the number of 


. !||i •s is : 
iSfi -H * 

■ vS; I ll 
I t :» • 
S |I2' f :|5 

5 ||-8|g 'I"; 


Deputy Commissioner 
Kxtra Asst Commissioner 

- 

•350 

C2fti 

650 j 

2nd Class. ' 

47ft 

45ft| 

47t>: . 

Do. Do. 3rd, 4tli, 

5th do. ’ 




1st & 2ml Crude 

i 

: 175 

461 , 

475 


Total 

16lo| 

164ft 

1010 1 

™ fSOg 

- - 


... 


Deputy Commissioner 
Kxtra Asst. Commissioner, 

- 

42 


42 

, 2nd Class. 

ft” 

1*2 

07 

Do Do. 3rd. 41 h, 

5th do 




1st * 2nd Grade 


58; 

r.t>‘ 

«I - 


Total 

107 

1 83 ' 

19'! - - 


Increase 
1 lecreasc 


[H3I.VC 1 tin 


the Miscellaneous Cases in- 
stituted and disposed of in 
the years 1867 and 1868, as 
also the number of cases of 
above one year’s standing at 
the close of those years, 
respectively, and exhibits 
decrease of 1413 cases in- 
stituted, 1366 cases in the 
number disposed of by an 

order on their merits and 
1413 cases in the number 
finally disposed of. The 
large decrease is caused 
by petitions of all kinds 
having wrongly been class- 


ed as Miscellaneous Cases in former years. The previous year’s 
annual papers were signed and submitted by me. but as‘l on- 
ly assumed charge of this District in the middle of December 
1867 and did not discover the error at that time. 


7. The number and result of 
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; | • I ■ 


is * • oc i 

.£? fc !} 
•5 ® ? 

5 -2 | £ o 

2 

i TS| 

, 5 v 

itli 




'O'K 


Kxtra Assistant Com-' 




s 

missioner, 2nd Class - - 

Kxtra Assistant Com-j 
missioner, 3rd, 4th and} 
5th Classes 1st and 2nd! 

2 45, 

47 

ao is 

6' 21 1*. j 4' 

. i i : 


• • j / 

• ) • 

4 | 87 ( 

91 

,«l 25 i 

4 4. 3j -jU, 

Grade 1 

Total 

6 | 132; 

138 

■•68|40!l0| 0\ 4r\ — 15; 


Appeals from the orders of 
the E x t r a Assistant 
Commissioner 2nd Class 
1st Grade and Extra 
Assistant Commission- 
ers 3rd, 4th, .)th Classes 
and 1st and 2nd Grade, 
to the Deputy Commis- 
sioner are exhibited in 
the margin. 


The general result is not so good as last year. In the 
Court of the 2nd Class, 1st Grade Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioner the proportion of Confirmations is considerably smaller 
and of reversal larger, to the total of cases decided than in the 
previous year. This Court takes cognizance of cases arising 
within the Town limits many of which are of a more intricate 
nature than those tried in the rural Courts. The Extra As- 
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distant Commissioner Moung Shwfe Kyee has much improv- 
ed the procedure of his Court under instructions given from 
time to time by myself, and has given me good assistance in 
conducting enquiries in Miscellaneous Cases. 

S. The subjoined Statement exhibits the total number 
of cases disposed of by each Extra Assistant Commissioner 
3rd, 4th> & 5th Classes* the number of Appeals preferred from 
their decisions and the result of the Appeals disposed of du- 
ring the period under review. 



5th Class 1st Grade M. SJ . | , 

Go. ... ... c7 ; 54 . (n 07 so \m a, 21... i 

S. E. Do. 4th Class 1st 1 j , 

Grade Moung S. Hlan. 130 1 10 128 128 38 19'llL.j 2| ij.J 5 

West Do. 3rd Class 2nd j : i 1 i i I 

Grade Moung S. Att, 112 H>7 1112 112 24 111 8 1 1 lL.. 2 

0 i | 1 j • * ! ! i i ! I 

Total. . J;i<>9 J27I !»07j:W>7 '91 |44;2S j 4 s 3j 4:ll l .. ; 

The proportion of Cases Appealed to those decided was 
greater last year than in the preceding one with not so fa- 
vorable a result. Extra Assistant Commissioner Moung Shwb 
Att pays more attention to procedure and altogether gets up 
his Cases better than the two other Extra Assistants. Moung 
Shwe Hlan is most faulty in this respect. There is however 
more work in all departments in his Court than in the others 
which may account for occasional irregularities. 

9 . There were 9 cases of Appeals from the orders of the 
Deputy Commissioner to the Commissioner T. D. during the 
year under review, of which 4 were confirmed, 1 reversed* 3 
dismissed on default*, and 1 rejected,. 
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In the previous year only one Appeal was preferred 
which was confirmed. 

10. The following Statement shews the value of Suife 
instituted, decided, and pending at the close of the year:— 


Total value 
of suits in- 


Total value 
of suits deci-l 


i 

*»-. . , . - j Tabular suits! 

Dv. Cum>au»i.mer. -j Aj(pcal J 

Extra Assist. Coinr. 2nd class 1st grade. I 
Do. Do. 3rd, 4th, 5th class. 1st ( ; 
and 2nd grade. \ 

Total . . ' 


stitutcd 

1868. 


in 'ded in 1868 t 


Total value 
[of suits pen- 
ding in 1868. 


7,975 

r.3,230 

1 2.907 
:UA 12 


7,292 

11,493 

12,741 


683 

1,737 

16G 


31,526 


2,586 


I am not awaiv of any particular reason for the decrease 
in value of Suits in the three Lower Courts. There is a slight 

increase in the remaining one. * The 
2 nd grade 1 ? 1 Comm ^ iouci ’> average value of each Suit was 46 Es. 

as against 66 Es. in the former year. 


11. The number of Suits on a supposed population of 
68,749 will be in proportion of l to 93. Last vear it was 1 to 
104. 


12. The average duration of Suits was .>2 days in the 
Deputy Commissioner's Court, 14 days in the Extra Assistant 
Commissioner's Court, 2nd class, 1st grade : and 12 days in 
the Extra Assistant Commissioners Courts 3rd, 4th, and 6th 
classes 1st and 2nd grade. In the previous year the numbers 
were respectively 36,14 and 14 nearly, showing an equal num- 
ber of days in the Court of the Extra Assistant Commissioner 
at Tavoy, and a decrease of 2 days in the other Lower Courts 
collectively, an increase of 1 6 days in the Deputy Commis- 
sioner’s Court. # The latter is caused partly by the Deputy^ 
Commissioner having been delayed in the interior on Revenue 
Settlement duty but more by frequent adjournments in trial 
ofhAppeal cases in a large number of which fresh issues were 4 
sent to the Lower Courts for enquiry and determination 
a&d re-submission of the papers with an opinion thereon, to 
the Appellate Court. I hope there will be considerably 
necessity for such adjournments this year. 
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; 13; The percentage of costs on the value of the Suits 

averaged 40 per cent as against 1G per cent in 1S67. This 
owes from the increased number of Suits and Appeals and 
the generally raised value of stamped papers used in Suits 
under Act 26 of 1867. * 

,14. Agreeably to Circular No. 42 dated 26tli Septem- 
ber 1 8G2, I beg to report that there wore no cases in which 
Government was concerned which is shewn in the return 
herewith forwarded. 

1.3. 1 have taken every opportunity to improve the ad- 

ministration of Civil Justice in the Lower Courts by pointing 
out errors of Law and Procedure committed by them, and by 
sending written instructions generally likely to bo useful to 
them. 

16. I examined the Registers and Records of the 
Lower Courts on the following dates:- - 


N. East Township 

- 

- gttlf December J868. 

Tavoy Town 

- 

- :ioth <h». 

do. 

8. East Township 

- 

- 31st do. 

do. 

Western do. 

- 

- J.ith March 

do. 


North East Township, Moling Shwe Go, Extra Assistant 
Commissioner, .3th class, 1st grade. 

Register of Miscellaneous Cases and of money deposits 
were not correctly kept up and generally great irregularity in 
signing books and entries in Registers. Library complete. 
Judicial Stamps supply defective in a few 4 anna Stamps. 

Tavoy Town, Moung Slave Kyee, Extra Assistant Com- 
missioner, 2nd class, 1 st grade. Registers correctly kept but 
entries not regularly signed by the Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioner. This Court keeps its own records which are in decent 
order. It keeps no Stamps supply as there is a Stamp Ven- 
dor m the Deputy Commissioners Office. Library complete. 

• ml 17 South East Township, Mourg Shwb Hlan, 4th class, 1st 
grade. - I found the Register of Original Suits to be not cor- 
rectly kept, and the Register of money deposits very much so* 
and generally entries not signed at the time very often and 
others not at : all in the different Register books. 
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The Library is Complete. < Papers of pending and lately 
decided Cases not well kept. A* few judicial stamped papers of 
small value required to complete the full supply. This Court 
has not yet obeyed the Commissioner’s order to have benches 
for the Pleaders and a railing in fi-ont, which I at once ordered. 

Western Township, Moung Shwe Att, Extra Assistant 
Commissioner, 3rd Class, 2nd Grade. I regret to say that the 
notes of my inspection of this Court’s Records made by me 
several months back have been mislaid by me but I am able 
to say that 1 found them in generally better order than those 
of the other two interior Courts. . 

1 beg to recommend that Nos. 6 and 9 Registers of 
“ Fees” &c., and attendance of witnesses (Civil Department) 
be discontinued as not being required — the former, as no Fees 
have been received in our Civil Courts for years — and the lat- 
ter is only prescribed by the late Sudder or present High 
Court in the Criminal Department. 

17. The so-called Pleaders in this District are not of 
much assistance to parties or the Court. They are allowed 
to practise without certificates having been in practise before 
the year 1863. 

18. There were no cases referred to arbitration in this 
District during the past year. 

IS). In regard to the execution of decrees passed in the 
Courts of the Extra Assistant Commissioners 2nd, 3rd, 4th 
and 5th Classes it would appear that the number of Decrees 
given in those Courts during the past year was 487. 

Execution was taken out in 122 cases which were settled 
as follows: — 

In 55 Cases the Amount was paid at once. 

„ 33 „ Property was Attached and sold. 

„ 3 „ Persona were confined in <Juol. 

,, II „ Warrants were withdrawn. 

„ 20 „ Warrants could not he executed. 

The total number of persons confined in the Civil Gaol 
during the past year was 3 and the longest period during 
which any of those in confinement was 3 mynths. 
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r . 2 ?* . The , nun'W of deeds registered in the Deputy 
Commissioner s Office, iavoy, during thepast two years was in. 

_ 1867 1868. 

Permanent Conveyance ... ... a ^ 

Temporary do. | i 

GeneralRegister 0 ^ 

Register of Will 0 0 


and «, iIrt:„1S? r08iSterCj dming the 


Permanent Conveyance 
Temporary Conveyance 
General Register 
Register of Will 


1867. 1808. 

2,425 300 

2,500 600 

5,200 

Total Rupees ... 4,925 0,1 0O 
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No. III. 

DETAIL of Suits disposed of by all the Courts in the District of TA VOY dur- 
ing the year 1868, as per columns 10 to 13 of Statement JYo. 1. 
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. Assistant Commissioner 
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Assistant Commissioner 
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|Ex. Asst. Commissioner 
Tseetkai 
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DISTRICT MAGISTRATE OF MERGUI 

For 18«8. 

From T. Shepherd, Deputy Commissioner # Mergui, to Lieutenant Colon*' 
E. M. Ryan, Commissioner Tenasserim Division, No. 2 dated Mergui, 
the 1st January 1869 

I have the honor to forward the Annual Civil Returns 
own statements Nos i to iv noted in the margin, and the 

§S^£^enta?Sm A t£p 1 40 XI following Report of the Ad- 

5^fflSS£Sk ,toXn ministration of Civil Justice 

Statement of cases in which Government is concerned tllG District of Mpfgui 

2. The following was the state of the regular files on 
the 1st January 1868, and 1st January 1869, showing no case 
pending on the last mentioned date. 

1868 1869 


Deputy ( /Oinmissionor ... ... 0 0 0 0 

Tseetkay ... ... ... ... 0 0 0 0 

Myo-OkV. ... . . ... ... 0 0 0 0 

3. The number of suits and appeals instituted during 

— - -«■ -imr tho past two years is given 

a a~FT in the margin, and shews 

Djpatycommiss.snsr *««,![ 3 an increase of 8 Regular 

Hyo^kes H J suits, and decrease of 24 

—r-f aa . :.•** . *,* cases in appeal. 

4. The number of Regular Suits and Appeals decided 

run ~ ■ on trial anc * finally disposed of 

I in the years 1867 and 1868 is 

Pr: commMoner - .1 \ so m given in the margin, and shows 

25S8K.* : - :. is? :* 8 Regular Suits decided more 

total. . eso so oo 7 so than the year 1867. Rut 24 
Appeal cases less in the year 


| 1867 

1868 

1 

, 8. A. 

S. 

A 

-1 1 80 


66 

- 530 . 

m 

. . 

- 149 .. 

167 


- 689 80 

607 

1* 


. under review. 
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5. The following was the state of Miscellaneous files on 
the 1st January 1868 and 1st January 1869 - - 

1S6S 186ft 


IH puffy OoiimiiaMioner - 
Tm.c tku\ 

Mvo Okt'j - 


M 

s{ 


l)y Commission©! 

Tseetkay 

Myo Okea 

Total. 

Dj Commissioner 

Tseetkay 

Myo*Okes 

Total 


increase 

Decrease 


268 

400 

07 


197 

476 

126 

?>8 

b4 


Disposed off by 
| an order on the . 
merits 

} *1 
Id! 

258 

409 

67 

• 

I 

7 14 


197 

476 

126 

' 

7«8 

1 

61 

1 


6. The statement in the 
niaigin shows the number of 
miscellaneous cases instituted 
and disposed of in the years 
1867 and 1868. As also the 
number above one year’s stand- 
ing at the close of the years 
respectively (of which there 
were none) and exhibits an in- 
crease of 64 cases. 


7. The result of Appeals from the orders of the Deputy 
~7 , i l I I Commissioner to the 

!l ll I I & Chief Commissioner 

and Commissioner, and 
from the Courts of the 
Tseetkay and Myo 
Okes to the Deputy 
Commissioner are ex- 
hibited in the margin. 



8. The appeals from the Courts of the Tseetkay and 
Myo-Okes are 18 reversed, 8 modified, and 35 comfirmed out 
of the total number of 56 cases during the year under review. 
The result is satisfactory. 


t * 1 » 


f 
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9. The subjoined statement shows the total number of 

Cases disposed of, Ap- 
peals preferred from 
the decision of the 
Myo Okes, and the re- 
sult of the Appeals 

disposed of during the 

Mount? strafe «o 87 t oo 5 1 s 2 ’ , year under review. 

do Hfcoon Oung 45 44 1 4 r » 5 3 ' 1 1 

do Tsmn Onyoc. 32 30 2 32 j 

lait Syan . . | - t j 

To tnl 167 161 0 'lot 14 8 3 i « 

I * 

10. The folio wincr Statement shews the value of suits 
instituted, decided and pending at the close of the year : — 

Total value Total value 'Total value of 
of suits in- of suits tie- suits pending 

stituted in cided in at the close 
1 868 1 8(18 of the year 1868 

,1 

Deputy Commissioner . 

Tsectkay 17,941 >> 1} 17,941 ... 1 

Myo-Okes j 4,771 ] 12j <»' 4,771 12 6 1 

Tot al i 22,712 12' 7 22,712 12 7' 

11. The number of original suits in a supposed popula- 
tion of 43,281 will be a proportion of one case to 62 souls. 

12. The total value of property litigated for, within the 
year was Rs. 22,712-12-7. The average value of the original 
suits was Rs. 32-11-8. The average duration of suits was 
•j days ; 2 days less than the preceding year, which I consi- 
der satisfactory. The percentage of costs to the value of 
suits averaged 21 per cent. 

13. Agreeably to your Circular No. 42 of 26th Septem- 
ber 1862, I beg to report that there was no case instituted in 
which Government was concerned ; and in conformity With 
your docket No. 66 dated 23rd November 1 863, 1 bog to ap- 
pend the following remarks regarding the number of cases m 
which the decision of the lower courts has been reversed. 

The number of cases reversed is equivalent to 23 per cent, 
which I consider satisfactory. There were 42 appeal cases 
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from the court of the Tseetkay. Moung Shwfe Bo preferred 
to my court, of which, 27 were confirmed, 10 reversed, and 5 
modified. Nine appeal cases from the MyoOke of PalaW 
Moung Shwb Go, of which 5 were confirmed 2 reversed and 2 
modified. Five appeal cases preferred from the court of the 
Myo Oke of Tenasserim, Moung Htoon Oung, of which 3 
were confirmed, 1 reversed, and 1 modified 

The result of appeals from the subordinate courts is good. 
The Officers have conducted the duties of their several courts 
with fairness and to the utmost of their abilities. 

During the past year, no Deeds have been Registered in 
this court, but the Register books are kept according to the 
Rules for the Registry of deeds published in the Hand Book 
for British Burma. 

During the past year 158 decrees in Civil Suits have 
been executed. 

The system prevailing in this District is, when application 
for execution of a decree is made under Section 207 of the 
Civil Code, and if older than one year, an inquiry is institu- 
ted , and if the court is satisfied, a Warrant is issued under 
Section 221 

In all cases of intended sale of immoveable property, 
thirty days notice is given ; and for moveable property 15 
days, in accordance With Section 249 of the Civil Code. If 
application is made to arrest a debtor in execution of a decree, 
he can apply for a discharge under Section 273, on the ground 
that he has no means of paying the debt, and by delivering 
Up all the property be possesses, the court will then examine 
the applicant, and call upon the Plaintiff to show caiwo Why 
he should not be discharged. If a debtor is sent toGml for 
Rs. 50 and will not pay, he is released after Uueo months, 
and if not exceeding Its. 500 six months 

During the past year there wis no suit Arbitrated in 
any of the Civil Courts in this district. 

During the past year I have examined the Subordinate 
Courts in this district. The stamps attached to the several 
suits were of the proper value, ana the Records were correct- 
ly kept. 
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The following is the list of Registers, and Books kept 
in the several Subordinate Courts on the Civil Side, 

.Register of Suits. 
f Miscellaneous Book. 

Deposit Book. 

Stamp refund Certificate Book. 

Stamp Register. 

Fees received. 

Files of Orders. 

Copies of Ordejs. 

Attendance of Witnesses. 



STATEMENT OF HUITti of every description instituted. disposed of and pending before all the Courts 
European and Native in the District of Mergui duriuf/the year 1868. 
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T. SHEPHERD. 

' Deputy Commissioner. 
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No. Ill 

DETAIL of 'Suits disposed of by all the Courts in the District of 
Mergui during the yeur 1863 as per columns 10 to 13 of Statement No, J, 
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Decided o\ t Tuial. 
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.^43 

S3 
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•s 


■e 
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o 

EP 

35 
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In favor of 
Appellant 
Plaintiff. 

In favor of 
Respond ant 
oi Defendant. 

X 

o 

T3 

G> 

1 

| 

-J 

§ Jg 
- ^ 

l-s 

11 
s£ S 

Transferred. 

Total. 


Deputy Commissioner 


21 

33 





56 

a 

Assistant Commissioner ... 

• 9 • 



. . . 


. . . 


... 

Assistant Commissioner . . . 






. . . 
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Ex: Assistant Commissioner 
Ex: Assistant Commissioner 

... 





... 

•• 
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Tseetkai 

. . . 



• , . 
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8 Myo-okes 
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... 
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Total... 


21 

35 
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f. Suits connected with 
Immoveable property . 
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The value of suits disposed of by the Deputy Commis 
1-0 and the amount of Stamps filed is Rupees 4-10-0. 



A. 


A VERA GE duration of Suita, in the Civil Courts of A rakan Division 
for 1868 as called jor byjChief Courts * Order 
Memo. No. 01992 dated 1st July 1864. 



Appeals. 

Original 

• 

Miscella- 

neous. 

. Courts. 

Months 

GQ 

£* 

C 

3 

1 

g* 

o 

Months 

Days 

Commissioner’s Court . 

Ah yah District. 

1 

7 


... 


2 

Deputy Commissioner’s Court. . 

o 

• r > 



l 

2 

Akyab 1st Assistant Commissioner's ( ’ourt 





. . . 

10 

„ 2nd Do. Do. 




3 


8 

Naaf Ex: Asq£. Commissioner’s Court 1st (’lass 




5 

. . 

1 

Koladan Do. Do. Do. 




12 


15 

Akyab Do. Do. 2nd (’lass 




8 


5 

Mrohoung Do. Do. 3rd Class 



. . . 

27 


4 

ltathaidouiig Do. Do. Do. 



... 

7 


5 

Minbya Do. Do. Do. 



. . 

9 


9 

Ooyittoung East Do. Do. Do. 



... 

18 

... 

18 

Do. West Do. Do. Do. 



... 

15 

... 

15 

Total 

Ramree Uistt u t. 

o 



9 



11 

Deputy Commissioner’s Court .. 


7 


9 


21 

Kyouk Phyoo Ex: Asst. Conn’s Court 1st (’lass 

• • 



11 


13 

ftamree Do. Do. 3rd Class 

. 



(J 


6 

Aeng Do. Do. Do. 

... 


’ ’ 1 

17 


16 

Cheduba Do. Do. Do. 




15 

... 

1 

Total 

Sand away District. 

Deputy Commissioner’s Court... 

.. 

: 7 

... 

11 


12 

. . . 

9 


10 


6 

Sandoway Ex: Asst. Cornr’s Court 2nd Class... 




10 

. . . 

9 

Northern Division Do. Do. 3rd Class... 


. . . 


9 

. . . 

10 

Southern Do. Do. Do. Do. 




9 


13 

T Qtal 


9 


9 


9 

Northern Arahan. 

— 

- - - 

— 




Hill Tribes Superintendent’s Com*t 


, . . 

. . . 

2 


i 

1 •* 

Assistant Superintendent’s Court . . 

... 


... 

* 


1 

Total . 




o 



Grand Total.* 

... i 

17 

... 

7 

... 

6 


J. F. J. STEVENSON, 

Akyab, | * Commissioner of Arahni. 

The 4 th March I860, f 




STATEMENT showing the result of Appeals and Seomd Appeal in ('ml baits .from all the Courts m the Division of 
• Aral, an >n 18b8 called for hy letter So 02190 dtted Vlth June lho otioin the Chief Court of Briti-h Burma. 



The 4th March 1869 ) J - F - J - felEVLNbON. 



STATEMENT showing result of Appeals ami Second Appeals in all the Courts, Division of Aralean 
during 1868 vide Chief Commissioner's letter No. 284 dated 2.7th February 1866. 




STATEMENT showing the duration of Civil Cases in each 
during the year 1868 called for hy the Chief 


Grade op Court. 

• 

Number op Cases decided 

1 Day 

1“ 

<n 




CO 

A k yah District . 



1 




Deputy Commissioner’s Court 


• 





Assistant Commissioner’s Court 

65 

20 

io 

13 

9 

7 

Ex: Assistant Commissioner’s 1st Class . . 

21 

17 

31 

26 

18 

17 

do. do. 2nd do. 

34 

106 

131 

87 

74 

56 

do. do. 3rd do. 

6 

20 

35 

59 

71 

93 

Total . 

126 

163 

213 

00 

r-i 

172 

173 

Ramree District. 




1 



Deputy Commissioner’s Court 

1 


gl 




Ex: Assistant Commissioner’s 1st Class 

6 

1 


5 

4 

6 

do. do. 3rd do. . . 

8 

21 

17 

27 

33 

16 

Total . 

15 

22 

io| 

32 

37 

22 

Sandoitaif Dtstntf. 







Deputy Commissioner’s Court 







Ex: Assistant Commissioner’s 2nd Class 

6 

13 

24 

22 

13 

9 

do. do. 3rd do. 

8 

19 

22 

18 

12 

17 

Total... 

14 

32 


40 

25 

! 26 

Northern Arakan. 

0 







Superintendent’s Court ... 


2 





Assistant Superintendent’s Court 

... 


... 

... 

... 


Total ... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Grand Total 

in 

219 

278 

257 

234 

221 


Aktab,* 

The \th March , 186a. 





J. F. J. STEVENSON, 

Commission fi* of Arttkan 


Bexar kb. 















STATEMENT shewing the proportion in which Appeals Jron i each grade of Court were decided or otherwise 
•dealt with in the Arakan Division of British Burma during 1868 called for by Chief Commissioner ’* 

JVo. 1839 dated 16 th August 1866 




Commissioner of Arakan . 



DETAILED Statement of Miscellaneous Cases and those arising under Section 22 of Act 1 of 1863 Instituted 
disposed of and pending as entered in Columns 4-8-12 and 16 of Statement No. 1 in the Courts 
of the Arakan Division for the year 1868. 
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J. F. J. STEVENSON, 



sioner 1st uiass 

£xtru Asst: Commis- 
sioner 3rd Class 



Appeals. 

Original 

suits. 

Miscellaneous i 
cases. i 


Appeals. 


GO co 

g° § 


Original 

suits. 


Miscellaneous g ' 

cases. g 5* j 


Appeals. 

Original 

suits. 

Miscellaneous 

cases. 


Appeals. ^ 

^ 5- g P 

Original suits^ j£ g g; Q 

Miscellaneous H o 

cases. g^S-p 

I ' 00 5" £fc W 

Total. m S » 


Xo. 1. 

STATEMENT of Suits of every description instituted disposed of and pending fafore all the Courts 
European and Native in the Division of Pegu for the year 18 C 8 . 

















Rangoon,) . R. D. ARDAGH, Lt. Colonel, 

Lit J ' - •* in/IA . ~ 


tfgsoy 
„ s' * \ * 


I 



g'ifo! g. 
r i - i 


s» 


1— i 
§ 

to 

• • 

to 

Appeals. 


to 

to 

o 

Cl 

oo 

ci 

03 * 

Original 

suits. 

® n- 

| gr 

oa 

to 

Cl 

: 

: : : : 

M iseellaneous 
cases. 

181 

4^ 

zo 

ci 

i—* 

© 

On 

09 LO 

Total. 

r*o & 

•-♦i a 

<W 

Ci 

—i 

oo 

CO 

t— « 

09 

OO 

: : : *— • 

: : : 09 

oo 

Appeals. 

£*■ 

Cl 

1—* 
t— ‘ 

o 

4- 

IO 

“to 

Cl 

Cl 

8 * 
o Cl 

Cl ’ 

1 — 1 

Original 

suits. 

S’ g 
m gr 

g ^ 

^ O-. 2^ 


CO 

"o 

o 

Cl 

899 

Cl 

OO IO 

Cl CI 

IO 

Cl 09 

TO ►— 1 

Miscellaneous 

cases. 

XT g. 03 
oo C C 

pc 3 -* ^ 

GO' 

t— * 

jd 

- -t 

s 

JO 

% 09 

o 

09 

Clio 

CC 4— 

CI o 

•— 1 09 
© ci 
© to 

Total. 

• 

jrr 

r* 

V* 

to 

— 1 
~-l 

oo 

i— * 

09 

Cl 

. . 

: : 

H-1 
: 09 

Cl 

Appeals. 

2 

t— i 

o 

to 

”8 
•— » 

t— * 

to 

Cl 

-1 

OI -1 

o 

O 09 

Ci ’ 

4- 

Original 

suits. 

imber of 
ed of d 
year 

I— 1 

JO 

1o 

—1 

o 

oo 

© 

oo 

GO to 

Cl 4^- 

to 

Cl 09 * 

GO 1 

Miscellaneous 

eases. 

cases di 
uring tl 
1868. 

t— * 

to 

v pi 

«? 

JO 

> 09 

o 
►— > 

y — » 

Clio 

OO 09 

Cl 

h-i 09 
►— < Cl 

to —I 

Total. 

V 

I— 1 

09 

„ 

•— * 1 
8j 


4*- 

Appeals. 

C Q- ►> 

►—» 

4- 

s 1 

■ s l 

...r.d 

H-* 

1 _*^T 

t— • 

! I 

Original suits. 
M iseellaneous 
cases. 

of cases pen- 
at the close 

ie year 1868. 

• * 

_Ci_ 

*—* 

Cl 

to I 

CO 1 

to 1 

t— ‘ 

to 1 

OO 

4*> 

Total. 

i— • 

•4 


» 


! 


s 


§■• 

I- 






m. 

CLASSIFICATION of Appeals and Or iff Inal Suits instituted before 

Column 7 of 

Appeals. 


1 Rangoon, j Bassein. ! Promo.. 


2 1 § 
! £ .$ 


& i & 

a a a> 


3 §L 3 

H A jh 


Suits Connected v'ith moeeable j 
property. 

Houses. ... .- •- j 


2. Laud. 

3. Mortgage. 

4. Fisheries. 

5. Inheritance, 

6. Other Oases. 

II. Suits not Connected v'ith 


5 | 10 lO 


32 I 10 10 j 14 j 14 j 30 30 70 

1 1 : i ! . 

i - 2 2 ! 2 I 2 I 


moveable pn'operty. 

1. Debt. 

i 

7 

I 32 

32 

j 

35 j 35 

17 

17 

i 

43 

43 

2. Damages for Breach of Contract 
or loss or injury to property 

i 

... 

I 3 

3 

I 



12 

12 

3. Damages for Personal injuries 
or wrongs. ... 

| 

4 

3 

3 

13 1 13 

48 

48 

51 

51 

4. Marriage or Divorce. 


! 

! - 


... ! ... 

3 

i 

3 ; 

4 ’ 

! 

4 

5. Inheritance. 

i 


... 

2 2 

40 

i 

40 

... j 

... 

6. Other Cases. 

1 o 

27 

27 

43 43 



54 | 

54 

Total. 

r>o 

91 

91 

121 121 

130 | 

139 

244 1 

244 


<tU the Com t* m the Dunum of Pegu during the Teat 1868 , a* per 
Statement I 


Toungoo, 


I _ 

i 

p 


Rangoon 


I 

1 w I 


o < 


3 3 a? 


'1 


i a 
s 

o 


ejSl 
£ ^ 
w 


w 


I 





2 

2 

lh 

25 

25 

100 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

13 

36 

1 

' 

36 

170 

1 

1 

8 

8 

\ 

23 



110 

1 

1 

8 

3 

3 

45 

| 55 

55 

( 185 

I 138 J 

138 

783 


2 3 


12 


OlUOINAT 


I3«vtoun 


I 1 I 

§ 1 i 

g | » 

v* 


© 

-*2» 

I 


■53 41 ^ 
,w 1 w 


i V 

10 

48 

4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 2 

10 

10 


l 

1 

l 


i 

] 1 

1 1 

1 

1 

21 50 

400 

710 

102 j 

iJ a 

50 

101 

16 | 

|1 2 

S4 

1 

1 SK j 

1 

8 1 
1 3 

4 H 

1 

101 

11 3 » 

4 

1 

s 

1 

9 

17 1 


h u 70 

016 

1,021 - 

35 

181*191 

1,645 

2,148 1 

225 


I 

11 

3- 

1 


11 

11 


54 75 

34 86 

3 1 

217 1 22 


c 

Extra 


'I 

' 

21 

20 1 

52 

*| 

3 

11 I 

14 

1 

3 

2 

2 

501 

MO 

^ 105 I 

1 1 

361 

' 2 82 


414 

14 o 


269 

13 


20 

454 


728 

1,647 


2,736 



CLASSIFCAT10X of A 2 ypeah and 


No. 58. 

Original Suits instituted before 
Column 7 of 


ORIGINAL. 



“ "■ 

Myanoung. 





s 

i 

£ 

C 





cii 

g 

s 

i 

IS 

CM 

1 

eo 



0 

!r 

cr 

I 

I 

P 

3 

8 

£ 

1 

< 

i 

i. 

< J2 

C3 ^ 

« 

op op 

op op crprg; 

Total. 

/. 

Suits Connected mth mol (able ptaperty ] 







1. 

Houses 




1 

6 

7 

2 

Land 


2 

1 

27 

68 

98 

3. 

Mortgage 



1 


3 

4 

4 

Fisheries 




4 


4 

r>. 

Inheritance 



1 


6 

7 

6. 

Other Oases 

• 

i 

1 

2 

18 

IB 

70 

IT. 

Suit* aot CuthKit d nth immoctable 







1. 

prop* / ty. 

Debt 


19 

10 

9i 

487 

C07> 

2. 

Damages for Breath of Conti act or loss 
or injury to pioperty 


10 

6 

72 

366 

45* 

3. 

Damages for Personal injuncs or wrongs 

1 

7 

5 

6S 

261 

339 

4, 

Marriage or Drvorcc 


7 

1 

79 

256 

346 

5. 

Inheritance 





2 

2 

6. 

Other Cases 


5 

10 

78 

741 

834 


Total 


51 

40 

433 

2,248 

2.772 


Rangoon, 
20th April 1809. I 


Assistant Commissioner. 


(Continued ) 

all the Courts %n the Division of Pegu during the Year 18G8, as per 
Statement l 



Grand Total 






Appeals. 


No. a 


STATEMENT of Suits t 
Division of Pegu 


it of by all the Courts in the 
during the year 18G8. 


Courts. 


-53 

• 1-4 

£ 


I Commissioners Court 
! Rangoon District 

| Deputy Commissioner 

Bo ssr i // J) 1st rict. 
j Deputy ( \ nnmissioner 

Mganotiny District. 
Deputy Commissioner 

Prome District. 
Deputy Commissioner 

Tonngoo District. 
Deputy Commissioner 


Total 



to as... 2 4 


... 13, 44 43 LJ 2i 9 


G1 


115 


50| 


1401 


58 


15 


25 319 


352 


117 


13G 


200 


... |28l 136 


32 


41 


778 



+TtiO. 3 ( Continued .) 


I Suits. 

# 

COURIS 

• 

1. 

I£ 

1 _ 

Decided* 

ON TRIAL. 

w 

2 • 
8 

Q 

1 ~ 1 

105 | 

1 

13 

141 

1 

£ 

I 

Pu , 

i 

O l 

1 

10 

1 

5 

13 

123 

Withdrawn dismissed in 
default or otherwise dispos- 
ed of. * 

Transferred. 

j Total. 

In favor of Appel- 
lant or Plaintiff. 

* i i 

14 

•8° 

O ® 

Hi 

T5 -4— 1 

a g g 

HH O Cw 

Cantonment 

Rangoon District 
Dy. Commissioner 
Asst do 

Ex: Asst, do 1st 
Class 
Do do 3rd „ 

Total. 

o 

►— O . Cl 

oo w o 1 

* 

27 

1 

10 

17 

155 

35 

16 

48 

689 

... 

236 

l 

75 

187 

1,724 

7 55 

183 

| 155 

| 141 1 

1 753 

i 

n 

1,987 

• 

Basse In District 










Dy Commissioner 

. . . 

. 

. 



... 

. . . 

■ ■ ■ 


Asst do 


138 

1 

15 

15 

01 

. . . 

230 

•— t 

Ex. Asst do 1st 









C5 

Class 


206 

55 

46 

73 

79 

. . . 

459 

« 

Do do 2nd „ 

. . . 

268 

57 

35 

22 

129 

. . . 

511 

O 

Do do 3rd „ 

... 

628 

220 | 

128 

189 

^89 

... 

1,554 


Total... 

■■ 

1,240 

333 | 

224 

299 

658 

... 

2,754 


Myanoung 



; 

1 

- 

| 

1 

| 




District. 




1 

r 





Dy. Commissioner 

. . . 

. . . 

. . 

... 

i 

l t t • 

... 

... 


Asst. do 

... 

31 

G 

2 

4 

8 

... 

51 


Ex: Asst, do 1st 



1 







Class. 

... 

I 19 

w 

o 

1 

5 

10 

... 

40 


Do do 2nd „ 

. . • 

214 

64 

63 

22 

67 

. . 

430 


Do do 3rd „ 

... 

982 

257 

233 

\ 

374 

399 

... 

2,245 


Total,.. 

... 

1,246 

332 

299 

405 

484 


2,766 



li (Continued )+> 
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-t-H W 
^ -4-J 


(3 -*-* 

M 

J3f tf 
PH ^ 

2Q 

3> Sh 

K 

S3 O 
HH ^ 
-3 


»-H 

S. 

X 

W 

"8 

£ 

« 


§ e 


I 


o 

O 


d 

s 

*■3 

d3 


: i 

^ e S|'S 

1'1‘i 

a, g^H 




■ — 

— 

i 

i 

1 ~~ 



» 



1 


Ptomt Dtsftut 


• 



l 

1 

* 

1 

1 

1 


Dy Coinmissiojic i 



1 





1 

1 


Asst do 


1 55 

1 14 

3 

10 

3 


01 


E\ Asst do 1st 

i 


1 

1 






Class 

1 






1 

1 


Do do 2nd „ 

i 

512 

i 79 

132 

40 

147 

0 

925 


Do do 3ul 

i 7 

1 

j 073 

1 208 

1 

07 

238 

400 

1 

2,023 


Total 

1 - 
i 

1 510 

302 

232 

i 

303 

550 

s 

3,041 

id 

1 

1 



i 





◄ 

1 




- 




j 











H* 

o 

Toimcfoo Disft if f 



| 



i 



HH 











Dy Commission ei 









o 

Asst do* 


37 

8 

1 

3 

4 

1 

54 


Ex: Asst do 2nd 










Class 

, 

418 i 

1 120 

101 

45 

10 

4 

713 


Do do 3rd „ 


282 I 



1 118 

1 

38 

17 

15 


500 


To f al 



737 

1 

j 25 5 

1 

140 

05 

35 

5 

1 

1,267 


Grand Total.. 

7 

5,57* 

1,522 

i 

1,155 

1,253 

2,524 

i 

|- 

I3j 42,051 

— 

— — 

- - 

A 

1 

- — 

— 



. 



M I8C E L L A N E 0 U S . j Suits. 



|Ooiinin’* Cmut 

4 

6 

•• 



26 

4, 40 

\ Rangoon District i 
jDy Commissions . . 

1 

6 

1 

1 * 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

j-i 5 l 

...i O.J 

Asst. do . . 

1... 

34 

14 


4 

i 

Ex; A sfct. do 1st 
Class. 


13 

i 

3 


19 

7 

* I 

42 

Do do 3id „ 

... 

15 L 

29 

io 

71 

32 

293 

Total. . . 


204 

47 

10 

94 

40 

... 395 

Bassein District. 
Dy. Commissioner 

1 

19 

4 



. 

25 

Asst do 

... 

61 

i 

. . . 


3 

65 

Ex: Asst do 1st 
Class 

... 

65 

* 13 



% 

5 

83 

Do do 2nd „ 

. 

120 

11 


2 

1 

... 140 

Do do 3rd „ 

... 

| 191 

7 

• • 

! 7 

i 

5 

... 210 

Total... 

1 

462 

36 

... 

9' 

15 

i 

... 523 

Myanovng 


* 

| 



i 


District . 

Dy Commissioner 

, 

2 




1 SI 

[...! 33 

Asst. do 

,,, 

13 1 

l 

» • • 

1 

1 3 

j... 20 

Ex: do do 1st 
Class. 


6 

! 

> 


6 

12 

Do do 2nd „ 

• . . 

65 

. . • 

... 


. . . 

65 

Do do 3rd 

.. . 

245 

21 

.i 

* t 

22 

3 

... 291 

Total... 

... 

331 

25 

... 

22 

43 

... 421 


£ 



Miscellaneous, I Suits, 


No. 3 ( Continued ’.) 



t 


RANGOON, 
20th April 1800 


R. D. ARDAGH, Lt. Col. 
Commiaaioner of Pegu, 
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Average duration of suits in the, Civil Courts of the Tenasserim 
Division of British Burma during the yewr 1868. 
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STATEMENT showing the Result of Appeals and Second Appeals 
in Oivil Suits from all the ^Courts in the Tenasserim 
Division during the year 1868. 
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STATEMENT showing the results of Appeals and Second Appeals 
in aXL the Courts in the Tenasserim* Division of 
British Burnta during the year 1868. 
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MAULMAIN, ) E. M. RYAN, Lieut. Colonel. 

CoJnnsstoNEEs Office, >■ . 
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DETAILED STATEMENT of Miscellaneous Gases and those arising under Section 22, of Act 1 of 1863, 
instituted , disposed of and pending as entered in columns 4, 8, 12, and 16 of Statement No 1 
in the Courts of the Tenasserim Division for the year 1868 
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MEMORANDUM 

BY 

MAJOR GENERAL A. FYTCHE, CSI CHIEF COMMISSIONER AND AGENT 
TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL* 

ON TUB 

REPORT ON 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND VITAL 
STATISTICS 

IN 

BRITISH BURMA, 

FOR 1868. 

This is the second repoit by the Sanitary Commissioner 
on Public Health and Vital Statistics in Biitish Burma. The 
first repoit, owing to the appointment of Sanitary Commis- 
sioner having been only recently made, was framed entirely 
on the reports of the several Civil Surgeons and district offi- 
cers, but the report now to be reviewed was written after per- 
sonal observation and caroful enquiry, and the Chief Commis- 
sioner has much pleasure in acknowledging the earnestness 
and attention displayed by Dr. Cowio in the important work 
entrusted to him. It is satisfactory to find that the year 18(18 
has been healthy and unmaiked by any general or serious 
sickness, and more especially is there subject for congratula- 
tion in the fact of the two principal towns, Rangoon ana Maul- 
main, continuing to show so fair a health rate. The large 
towns being usually the foci from which contagious diseases are 
disseminated ovqr the country, it is difficult to estimate the 
benefit that has accrued from the absence of epidemics not only 
to the towns themselves but to the Province at large, but it 
is manifest as regards Rangoon what works carried out in 
accordance with the laws of sanitation will do, and how desira- 
ble it is that they should be continued. Government however 
can but give the outline, the real details of sanitary reform 
must be worked out by the people themselves. 
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ABAKAN DIVISION 


A KyAB. 

2. In consequence of the departure on Sick Certifi- 
cate of the Officer who was in Medical charge during the year 
without furnishing the annual sanitary report, information re- 
garding the health and sanitary state of the Town is wanting 
in completeness. The public health is reported on the whole 
to have been good, hut it is difficult to reconcile this state- 
ment with a death rate of 34*7 per 1000 of population. Fever 
and bowel complaints formed more than one half of the total 
mortality. The attention of the local authorities has recently 
been drawn to the defective state of the drainage and water 
supply, to which much of the sickness in this town may be 
attributed. The birth rate is shewn as 45*7 per mille which if 
correct is very satisfactory. 

Ramree. 

3. The account of the health and sanitary state of the 
town is creditable to Captain Plant. The Magistrate will be 
desired to see to the improvements suggested in para. 21 if 
possible. The remarks of the Sanitary Commissioner on the 
possible connection or affinity between the germs of murrain, 
cholera, and small pox are worthy of attention, and the Chief 
Commissioner will be glad to receive further information bear- 
ing on this subject. The death rate is given as 27*9 per 1000, 
and the birth rate as 24*3, the latter if correct shews a very 
unsatisfactory state of things. 

Sandoway. 

4. The improvement in the condition of the town is satis- 
factory. The town is a small one with a population of only 
1516 souls, and the receipts from Municipal sources are not 
sufficient for the entertainment of a regular Conservancy Esta- 
blishment. The course pursued by. the Magistrate for pre- 
serving order and cleanliness in the streets under the provi- 
sions of Section 34 Act V of 1861, is correct. The health of 
the inhabitants is reported to have been good, the death rate 
being 27*6 per 1000, and the birth rate 4£'8. Arracanese and 
Natives of India appear to be more liable to sickness than 
Burmese and more especially with regard to fever, the casual- 
ties from this cause among the two former being considerably 
above the average, while the latter have comparatively escap- 
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PE<3U DIVISION. 

Rangoon. 

5. With the exception of the suburbs where a form 
of remittent fever has for some time past been endemic, the 
health of Rangoon during the past year has as usual been 
very good, the death rates "including the casualties from fever 
, as above being only 25"4 per 1000. Excluding the suburbs, 
Rangoon would compare well with many healthy towns in 
England. 

That much of this is due to the sanitary improvements that 
have been carried out, such as widening the streets, raising the 
blocks &e., cannot be doubted, but as the Sanitary Commis- 
sioner forcibly points out what has been done is but the 
thin wedge of wliat is required to ensure the future sanitary 
condition of the town, the rapidity with which it has increased, 
in size and population lias made it impossible to find funds 
wherewith to keep pacg with its sanitary requirements. Like 
other large towns in India its chief and urgent want is a regu- 
lar system of sewage and the Chief Commissioner would glad- 
ly see some such plan carried out as that proposed by the Sa- 
nitary Commissioner viz., a system of covered drainage and 
flushing apparatus by which the fluid and solid excreta shall 
be carried away in one process, but then comes the vital ques- 
tion of expense, the cost of such a system of works would be 
immonsc, the Municipal funds could not afford it, and assis- 
tance from Imperial revenue cannot be expected. Except by 
imposing fresh Municipal taxes it is by no means clear liow 
the necessary capital for entering upon such a scheme is to be 
raised. The Chief Commissioner is quite disposed to concur 
with the Sanitary Commissioner in his assumption, that if the 
present system is allowed to continue, the future health of the 
town will be seriously endangered, and he will be glad to re- 
ceive any suggestion by which the evil can for the present be 
combated, by some healthy and economical arrangement with- 
in the scope of the Municipal funds. 

The scheme for forming the Royal Lake into a reservoir 
for supplying the town with potable water has been commen- 
ced, and the preliminary works to improve and increase the 
capacity' of the Lakes is being proceeded with. 

A 6ommittee was assembled to report on the necessity for 
supplying the Town with more wells, but on consideration 
they were of-opwion that the number now existing would bo 



quite sufficient if deepened to meet tlie requirements of the 
town until the works for bringing water from the lakes are 
complete. Their recommendation will be carried out and the 
attention of the Magistrate drawn to the wells that require 
filling in. 

It is satisfactory to find that in those quarters of the town 
where the Blocks liav e been raised and drained, the fever that 
used to be endemic has gradually disappeared. As funds be- 
come available these improvements will be proceeded with, 
and it is hoped that in time the disease will thus bo altoge- 
ther stamped out. 

A slaughter house on the Tliayotim o phm has been sanc- 
tioned and will bo shortly consti urteti. 

Enquiries should be made into the reasons why the Gov- 
ernment Public latrines arc not more resorted to, and endea- 
vours made to remove any objections that may exist to their 
geneva! use. 

10,000 Rupees have been sanctioned by Government for 
the construction of a Bock-Hospital and plan and Estimate is 
now being prepared by the Public Works Department. 

Bassei*,. 

(>. The sanitary condition and cleanliness of the Town is 
gratifying, and acknowledgments aie due to Dr. Nisbet, the 
Health Officer for his exertions. Tlie attentive consideration 
of tlie Magistrate will be directed to the remarks of tlie Sani- 
tary Commissioner in paras 54 and 57 of his report. 

The Chief Commissioner concilia with Dr. Cowie, in 
thinking that the census taken in October must have been 
defective. A birth and death rate respectively of 50 and 30 
per viille appears too high to be correct. 

7. No epidemic pro* ailed during the year and the health 
of tlie station appears to have been good. The birth rate is 
given as 40.1 per mille and the death rate 25.7. These figures 
if correct are satisfactory. % 

The Sanitary Commissioner in the 30th para, of liis 
separate report on this station complains of over-crowding, 
but this is not borne out by the Medical Officer in charge 
whose figures givo 117,42 square feet to each individual. 
The new bazaar has been completed and Municipal latrines 
should be at ohee erected* as proposed, if the state of the 
Municipal Funds will admit of the expenditure. 
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Henzadah. 

8. It is in contemplation to remove the Head Quarters 
of the Mvanoung District to Henzadah when much that has 
been hitherto neglected owing to the absence of resident 
European supervision will be rectified. Drainage and sanith- 
tion will then receive that attention in this Town which they 
at present evidently much require. 

The health of the people has been good, the birth rate 
being 37 and the death rate 20, both of which figdres are 
very favorable. 

Prome. 

9. This station has been visited during the year by small 
pox, measles, and cholera, the two former being in epidemic 
form. The total number of deaths from these three causes 
amounted to 200, of which measles caused more than one 
half. The out-break of cholera was moie sporadic than epi- 
demic in chai actor and was principally prevalent in the months 
of September and Decembei. The absence of correct regis- 
tration makes it difficult to ascertain to what extent these di- 
seases pi ^vailed tlnoughout the District, but as far as Native 
reports can be ielied on they do not appear to have obtained 
a tooting except in the larger towns and even there to a very 
small extent. In Prome itself tlio mortality during the year 
has been excessive, the death rate being 48.3 per thousand. 
Much of this may be attributed to pre\entible causes, and 
sanitary works are being pushed on as rapidly as funds will 
admit. The tilling up ot the ditch round the Town will it is 
hoped have a marked effect on the health of the place. Vac- 
cination should also be pushed on with energy, and now that 
a separate vaccine department has been organized better re- 
sults may be looked tor. The birth rate has been 51.9 per 
mille which is very satisfactory. 

. SuwE-r>oiNa. 

10. Nine miles to the South of Prome is the town of Shvvfc- 
doung, with a population of 9,945 souls. Formerly a most un- 
healthy place, It has by care and attention to sanitary matters 
become the very teverse, but from its near propinquity to 
Prome and the constant communication kept up it is very lia- 
ble to the spread of epidemic and contagious diseases from the 
more unhealthy town. The birth and death rates which are 
both too high to be correct point to the necessity for a new 
census being taken. 
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Tiiayetmyo. 

11. The sanitary state of ^he town appears on the whole 
to have been good. The attention of the Magistrate will be 
directed to the state of the streets and drains. The birth and 
ddfcith rates are stated to be 42.1 and 31.2 respectively. 

Toungoo. 

12. Cholera in epidemic form appears to have twice bro- 
ken out during the year, but not to any serious extent, there 
being altogether 27 deaths from this cause. The suggestions 
of the Sanitary Commissioner regarding the construction of 
masonry drains in the main streets should be attended to. A 
plan for improving the sanitary condition of the fort ditch and 
elephant sheds has been approved. The remarks of the Sani- 
tary Commissioner on the beneficial influence of trees in towns 
are recommended to the attention of all District Officers. The 
general health of the town during the year is reported to 
have been good, but the statistics furnished of births and 
deaths cannot be accepted as shewing with any degree of 
trustworthiness the actual figures for the year. 


TENASSERIM DIVISION. 

JVIaulmaix. 

13. This station holds the first place among the large 
towns in British Burma for health and salubrity, and during the 
year under review it appears to have been remarkably free from 
diseases of all kinds. The impoverished state of the Munici- 
pal Funds has rendered it impossible to keep up a regular 
Conservancy establishment, but this is no reason why the 
town should be allowed to remain in the filthy state described 
by the Sanitary Commissioner. The state oi the Bazaars is 
also not creditable to the Magistrate, who in the absence of a 
Municipality is directly responsible for proper sanitaiy ar- 
rangements being carried out. 

The urgent necessity for increasing the Conservancy staft 
should be borne in mind whenever funds may become avail- 
able. The mortality among all classes of the population 
during the past year has been remarkably low. So low that 
if the registration returns are to be credited the rate of mor- 
tality 13-3 per 1000 is considerably below the average death 
rate in Europe, but both the Sanitary Commissioner and 
Dr. Suffrein are inclined to doubt the correctness of these 
figures. 
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ShWE-G YJBJbN. 

1 4. The general health of the town and district has been 
good, but the continued presence of dysentery and fever in 
the former points to the necessity for careful sanitation. The 
drainage is reported to have been greatly improved, but much 
evidently still requires to be done. The liability of the 
greater part of the Town to be annually flooded during the 
high rises of the Sittoung and Shwfe Gyeen rivers is most 
likely the chief cause of the prevalence of fever, and whether 
such can be best prevented by bunding the bank of the river, 
or as Dr. Cowie suggests by filling up the low land with 
laterite soil, is still a subject for consideration. The death 
rate during the year is reported to have been 20.6 per 1 000, 
and the birth rate 15.3, but these figures cannot be accepted 
as accurate. 

Tavoy. 

15. The public health of this town has been good. The at- 
tention of the Magistrate will be directed to the remarks of 
the Sanitary Commissioner in the 4th and 9th paras, of his 
separate report. The orders of the Chief Commissioner as 
given in the 37th para, of his Memorandum on last year’s re- 
port have not been carried out, and the Deputy Commissioner 
will be desired to explain this omission. The figures given in 
the registration returns are again too low to be relied on, the 
death rate being 20.1, and the birth rate 28.9 per mille. 

Mergui. * 

16. Here again the Civil Surgeon’s report does not appear 
to have been reviewed by the Deputy Commissioner. The re- 
port is also for the official year, instead of the calendar. Full 
and complete instructions have been issued for their submis- 
sion and such mistakes are not creditable to the officers con- 
cerned. The general health of the inhabitants is reported to 
have been good. Cholera appeared in epidemic form in the 
month of February, but this more properly belongs to the re- 
port for 1869. The death rate during the year has been 23.8 
per 1000, and the birth rate 37.0. The care taken in the re- 
gistration o i these statistics is creditable to Mr. Shepherd. 

General Remarks. 

17. The reports have on the whole been drawn up with 
care, but the registration returns are still unreliable and appear 
to have had but little care bestowed on them. 



, L v “i ] 

Every endeavour should be made to obtain a correct cen- 
sus of the larger towns, for without this all other statistics are 
valueless. • 

It is not only of great practical importance but essential 
to the successful prosecution of sanitary enquiry that vital sta- 
tistics should be correctly rendered, and the Chief Commis- 
sioner hopes to see more accurate results given in next year’s 
report. District officers also do not appear to have been sup- 
plied with correct forms of registration. This should be at- 
tended to. 

The suggestions of the Sanitary Commissioner for im- 
proving the water supply in the several towns, by protecting 
existing water sources from pollution* opening new wells, deep- 
ening others, and removing any likely causes of unhealthi- 
ness, are recommended to the earnest attention of the District 
Officers. The Chief Commissioner hopes to see in next year’s 
report an analysis of the water of some of the wells visited by 
Dr. Cowie, especially those recommended to be closed. 

The introduction of Public Latrines on the plan proposed 
by the Sanitary Commissioner should be earned out wherever 
the necessary funds are available. 

Dr. Cowie appears to have been mis-informed on the sub- 
ject of the sale of opium in the Sandoway District as shewn 
in the 27th para, of his report. It was in order to meet a most 
extensive demand in a legitimate manner that an opium farm 
was there established. The restriction put on a large illicit 
sale by the establishment of an Opium farm with its preven- 
tive officers has tended rather to decrease than increase the 
consumption of the drug in the Sandoway District. 

In conclusion the Chief Commissioner desires that in 
future the several reports of the Sanitary Commissioner may 
be embodied in the one submitted at the end of the year. 
Numerous separate reports of different dates make reference 
difficult and entail unnecessary delay in their examination. 



REPORT 


ON 

PUB Lit) HEALTH 


I2S 

BRITISH BURMA, 

For 18GS. 

-O - 

Hitherto Annual Public Health Reports for British Bui- 

changooi date «uee of delay in ma have been furnished for the official 
submission of report . y oar . in April last however, and when 

most of the annual papers and returns for 1 868-69 had reached 
this office, I received instructions to review the Public Health 
and Statistics for the calendar year 1 8 68 only. This necessitated 
the submission of fresh Reports and Returns by all Civil Me- 
dical Officers of the Province, and thus the delay which has 
occurred in framing the present report has been unavoidable. 

' 2. I was appointed Sanitary ( Ymunis&ioncr foi British 

Blafcanco travelled ondferk per -Burma ill tllC lllOntll of April 1 868, 

,ormod w and was relieved of my duties as Civil 

Surgeon of Rangoon on the 1st of May following. Fiom that 
date to the expiration of the year, embracing eight working 
months only, in all weathers, 1 visited both the valleys of the 
Irrawaddy and Sittoung tyid part of that of the Salween. 1 
also extended my inspections in a Southerly direction as far 
as Mergui. The distances travelled amounted in the aggre- 
gate to about 2,500 miles. This was partly performed in 
steamers, whenever available/ but chiefly in country boats, on 
pony back and on foot. 
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3. In addition to the aptive duties of my office, a large 
Koddaj kshUu^emik coi respondenee has been maintained 

performance of duty with district officers and various de- 

partments; and no dclaj r has taken place in advising the Ad- 
ministration on all Sanitary matters which have from time to 
time been submitted to me for opinion. 

4. During the year, I visited, and inspected a large 

ruticiiiii towi s .tndMii number of towns and villages. The 

«t me' itpuitcdon Sanitary condition of the following 

towns See. lm\e bee *ii serial at eh reported on. 


Tuan hi MU) 
PuoMh 

Kiiw i Doi \o 
Thom nt) 

M ^ V \-( >1 M. 

1 I hA7 \D VII 

T< >1 \ t tin 
Whom inm»nu 


PauoCnu 
Poi Ntiim 

K HOlMlC K 

I\M r fll A \ 

Yj VI ()u\ 

DoS \ HhW 
Si I IOI Nil 
Kl lfch-T(IO 
K I WOOAIJ 

T\\n\ 


Kil K I 1 11 \ 

_M VI LM VI \ 

Mi i{t. i i 

Till vallt \s of Sittoung and Salween &c. 


o. In the nmjniifx of tin* towns in the foregoing list, 

uumcijxu i.vcs (oiieifwi in Municipal Taxes, arc collected, with 

f.»i ^miurv the ostensible purpose of providing 

funds for their general conservancy and needed Sanitary im- 
provements ; and to meet the cost of huildinggpmd keeping in 
efficient repair in them, useful public works, such as bazaars, 
roads, drains, culverts, bridges and wells, &c. That the 
money so collected is always spent as it should be spent is not 
for me to say. There are some towns however in which taxes 
of this nature have been collected for years and which would 
appear to have benefitted very ^ittle by them. My Sanitary- 
Inspection Reports of those towns possessing local funds will 
be found in the Appendix. # 
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6. The following documents have been consulted in 
drawing up the Health Report fdr 1 8(5s. 

i 

2 1 Author NuiuIhi and Dale 

j5_ | 

Capt PrendorgaHt, Oflfg Dy < 'omrar , Akvah Fotwaidi/ig littu, dated 

1st August 1M58 

Dr Mountjoy, Civil Surgeon, do Repot t without date 



i 

i 
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< 

lA 

i 

Thomas, Esq, m Medl • chit ge, 
Phyoo 

kvouk 

i doth Mairli 1869 An 
i nual Xtnitui \ 1st Apnl 
( 1S69 


J 

K Macrae Esq , Offg l)v (\mmi 

it Sill 





dow i\ 

la ttei \ * 1 1 1th tni d 


1 

C K Pystoi, Esq , in Mdl chargt Suidu 

wav Repoit lsf Jut * 1869 


Capt Stiover, Magistrate, Rangoon I Remai ks ] 1 1 li June i860 

J J HefFernan, Esq , Civil Surgeon Rangoon Lettu No 110 1 9th Mav 

1809 Ripoit, 19th Mav 

1869 

(Majoi McMahon, 1 ><*!>> Commr Basse mLetOi No 17, June 1809 
IA C Nisbet, Esq , Civil Surgeon <lo Repot t Much 3rd 1869, 

Fuiu 1 1th 1 ^69 

H Oodbier, Esq , ui Medl charge My an 

OungRcpoit Mel's 1869 

pq j Major Browne, Deputy Commissoncr. Promo Remai ks, 5 th July 1869 
^ K N Macdonald, Esq , Civil Surgeon For- 
] warded by J White, Esq , in Medical 

* charge ot Promo - Repot t, 2 lid June 1869 

(Major Munro, Vsst Comnii , Tlia\etmyo Lottei No M3, 11th Mav 

1 %<) 

Dr. J MciUlum, Civil Surgeon, Thav etmy o Rt poi t, 1st April 1869 
Major McMahon, Depy Commr, Toungoo Remai ks, 3id May 1869 
C R P Parkei, Esq , Civil Surgu , Toungool Report, 17th Apt d 1869 



B. T Suflrein Esq , OflficiatingJCivd Surgeon, j 

Mauknain- - - - - jRopoit 1st June a 869 

P. G Paul Esq Medical Charge, Tavoy 29th Juno 1869 
0. W E Foster Esq Medl tfharge, Mergui 1st April 1869 
Capt Watson Dopy Commr, ShwtMlheen 7th Apt il 1869. ^ 

J G Ooopei Esq" Hon Asst Surgn m’ 

Medl Charge, Shw d-Gheen - - 
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pruur HEALTH REPORT 18 U 8 . 


7. Tlio year 18(58 has not been marked by any general 

or serious sickness. The people have 
during the y^is6s HoaUh gonerally been prosperous, epidemic diseases 
f have appeared in certain unhealthy 

places, but here even the people have not suffered to any 
alarming extent. Employment for the laboring classes lias 
been abundant ; food has been plentiful and cheap, and the 
trade of the country has vastly increased. 

8. On two occasions only throughout the year was it 
found necessary for any special departure to particular parts 
of the country on account of the sudden outbreak of serious 

disease. On both occasions happily 
ou much good attended my presence on 

the spot, and in one case, I have every 
reason to believe that timely measures checked the spread of 
cholera which threatened to become epidemic. An account 
of these journeys to Toungoo on the Sittoung and to Hpagat 
on the Salween rivers will be found in the Appendix. 

9. 1 shall notv proceed to review in their regular order 

special Sanitary innpcctKm Kc the several annual papers wliich have 
puna to be found a. the Ai»i*ndix been submitted to me for that purpose; 

but, before doing so, it is necessary to state that, many of the 
towns and stations wliich form the subject of the reports by 
the Civil Medical officers of the Province, have been visited 
by me during the year, and their sanitary conditions and the 
measures which I consider desirable for their improvement, 
have already been brought to the notice of this Administration 
in the form of Special Sanitary Inspection Reports : — they 
are to be found in the Appendix. It will be unnecesary 
therefore to go over the same ground again here and recapi- 
tulate what L have already said in regard to them. A refer- 
ence to these doeuments will be sufficient. 


LO. The order followed in this Report is in accordance 
Division ami unior of K<p,rtac with the instructions laid down in 


eordiDK to Notification Vo 1A.j <it>n 
eral, British Bwnwt (Jazrth, 21st 
September, 1809 

21st September lsi>7. 

Public Health and f 1 Birthfc and Deaths. 


Notification No. 155, “General” Bri- 
tish Burma Gazette, page 265, dated 
It is divided into two parts viz., I, 
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I-PUBLIC HI5AJL/FIA. 
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ABAKAN DIVISION— AKYAB. 


11. No part of the Arakan Division, was visited during 
the year. 


Arakan Division nut v 1 sited m 1868 


12. Dr. Mountjoy the present Civil Surgeon of Akyab 

has submitted a short report on the 

Dr Mount joy s Kc i*.rt Public Health of that station for the 

year 1868. He was not in* Medical Charge during any por- 
tion of that period. 1 1 is to be regretted that Dr. White, the 
late Civil Surgeon proceeded on sick certificate without fur- 
nishing an Annual Sanitary Report. 

13. The public health on the whole has been good. 

A few cases of Sporadic Cholera oc- 

Public Iloalth j . , -j A 

currcd during the year— Diarrhoea and 
Dysentery were common and said to be somewhat intractable 
in the rainy months. These diseases, and the constant pre- 
sence of fever among the people distinctly point to defective 
drainage and water supply. 

• 14. On the 13th of November, a severe cyclone swept 

The cyclone of the 13 th of Novem over t l c town and station, and com- 
ber and its r«mite mitted very serious damage to both 

public and private property. Hardly a house was left stand- 
ing, and a large number ol the beautiful trees which adorned 
the place were thrown down. Much injury was also done to 
the stores of grain. The cultivation near the coast in many 
places was completely destroyed by inundations from the sea. 
A full and interesting account of this Cyclone has been writ- 
ten and published by Colonel Stevenson, the Commissioner of 
this Division. 


15. Directly the news of this Cyclone reached me, I 

Warned Civil Surgeon and the Ma- Wrote to the Magistrate and Civil 

giatrato to watch the Pubhc .Health burgeon of Akyab, and requested that 
they would watch the Public Health with more than usual 
care, and report to me at once should any increase of sickness 
appear among the unhoused inhabitants. Up to the end of 
the year nothing occurred The town use- quickly rebuilt 
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16. I shall not uow enter into the Sanitary condition 

of this town, as 1 could not visit it 
during the year under review. What 
changes may have been uiade in the 
twelve months in the interests of the Public Health I cannot 
say, as both the Civil Surgeon and Magistrate, who should 
have supplied such information, were relieved of* tliejjf respec- 
ti\e, charges and no reports have been written. 

17. The sanitary condition of this town and station 

with a detailed statement of all that 
hosu& Roport 014 Akyab 1 consider « necessary for its hygienic 

improvement, will form the subject of 
a special report to be furnished separately. 

ooo 

KYOUK-PHYOO. 

18. The health of the inhabitants of this town has been 

good. No epidemics have appeared 
00 good in the year, and endemics are said to be 
unknown. The conservancy of the 
town has been well conducted. The drains have been kept 
free and there has been no overcrowding. The bazaar which 
is not yet finished will add greatly to the comfort of the peo- 
ple. Food will be inspected more regularly, thus ensuring to 
all classes that the necessaries of life are sold under whole- 
some conditions. 


Measles, Small Pox and Cholera 
in Island of Cheduba 


19. In the Inland of Cheduba a few cases of Measles 
were noticed, but the Deputy Com- 
missioner, Captain Plant, immediately 
adopted measures for its suppression 

and sent medical aid to the people. Fortunately the disease 
did not spread and no deaths occurred. Again, Cholera, sporadic 
in character was noticed, but rapidly ceased. A few cases of 
Small Pox also were observed. This disease however shewed' no 
tendency to spread. 

20 . 


October Murrain broke out among some cattle, 
near Kyoak Phyoo. Captain Plant 
immediately had the sick animals 
segregated. The disease by this ju* 
dicimis step was confined to one spot and ultimately stamped 


Murrain among 
Kyouk Phjoo 


the cattle at 
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out. I have frequently observed that Murrain, Cholera and 
Small Pox are either met with Contemporaneously in British. 
Burma or they follow in each others footsteps. Whether 
the same conditions are equally favourable to the* spread or 
development of all these diseases, or whether there can possi- 
bly be any connection or affinity between their specific germs, 
I am of course unable to say. In Arakan more than one ob- 
server has noticed that these diseases seldom visit the country 
singly. T mentioned this subject in a paper submitted to 
Government when Civil Surgeon of Akyab as far back as 

1862, and extended observations have Confirmed all l then said. 

* • 

21. I would suggest for the further improvement of 

this station that the drains be con- 
o f&uK f,rt iiit mipn>vcnitnt struct ed of permanent materials, and 

that the best wells he fitted with 
pumps and then covered in. Public latrines also aie necessary. 

22. Mr Thomas has evidently made a mistake in the 

table he has gh en of the annual aver- 

Mr 1 hum as hgur»* mroncct . „ 5? 

age ram fall for the past five years m 
Kyouk Pliyoo. In all lus decimal integers lie ha<* placed the 
decimal point one figure too far to the left. 

2H. 1 desire to record here the great care and attention 

paid to Sanitation in this district by 

Captam Plant Diput\ ( ommis * . t ~ •' 

nioner’s, groit care md attention t. t <il>taill Plant, the late Deputy UOIU- 
samtary matters . 1 . 1 ** 

missioncr. 


SANDOWAY. 

24. Mr. Macrae, the Officiating Deputy Commissioner, 

„ has forwarded a very complete and 

Mr Macrae s Report on Sandoway . . . . . * . * • , x TT 

interesting report on tins town. He 
says unddr the sixth heading that, the drainage of the town 
has been well attended to in by gone years. This is an im- 
portant statement, and one 1 wish to draw attention to pre- 
sently in connection with the subject of drainage in malari- 
ous situations. ^ 

25. I am not aware whether municipal faxes are collect- 

„ , ^ , ed from the people in this town. 

Neglect of Coneeivangy In town 1 x % , L , 

Mr. Macrae remarks that its con- 
servaney was formerly attended to l»v convict labor) but since 
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iptra-mural labor lias boon introduced in the Gaol nothing 
has been done. If taxes are demanded from the people for 
this purpose, it is not quite correct that they should also be 
called upon to swe'-p the streets themselves. A proper esta- 
blishment with carts should be applied for at once. 1 have 
addressed Mr. Macrae a letter on this subject. 

26. The Deputy Commissioner remarks that confirmed 
Opium-eaters improve in health when 

Confirmed Opium-eaters said to 1m 1 n i • /-n i A i ■» • i /• ii 

provo in health under confinement COIltined 111 (jiaol and deprived OI the 

wdoubtw drug, and ‘Mr. Pyster the Medical 

Officer in charge of this station supports this statement, 
but adds, “there is great tendency to derangement of the bowels 
—particularly to hoemorrhage.” I have had a large experience 
in the treatment of opium eaters and smokers in our Gaols, 
and I am bound to say that, the habitual indulgers in either 
habit are exceedingly apt to die of bowel complaints, if entire- 
ly and suddenly deprived of their accustomed stimulant, un- 
.der the depressing influences of confinement with a restricted 
diet. The worst cases among the opium consumers who fre- 
quent our Gaols are seen in those who have committed a theft, 
to obtain means to purchase the drug. They are generally 
emaciated — in fact half starved. I have found that by depriving 
such men of opium altogether, the diarrhoea, which seems in this 
country to be the usual precursor of death in those largely ad- 
dicted to this pernicious habit, is induced*and runs a rapidly 
fatal! course. This 1 say is my experience of the effects of opium 
smoking and eating as seen among our criminal classes. I 
have in some few cases by combining cutch with opium, and 
increasing the dose very gradually at the expense of the latter, 
broken the most confirmed habits. There are so many ways by 
which prisoners can obtain opium in a Gaol, that 1 mhch doubt 
the possibility, no matter what vigilance may be exercised by 
the Gaol authorities, of stopping its introduction altogther. It 
occurs to* me that possibly the prisoners in the Sandoway Gaol 
have regularly received secret supplies and thus they have re- 
mained welPairtl deceived the Medical Officer and others into 
the belief that a deprivation of the drug has been attended 
by excellent results. 
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27. It is a great pity that Opium should be sold in Sando- 

The sale of Opium considered unne ^^a y at all. It IS not HGCBSSftl'y there 

cesaary i» sandoway are no Chinamen here and the Bur- 

mese are not accustoined to it. As an instance let* me men- 
tion that I have never heard of a Burmese woman smoking 
or eating opium. It would be considered a great disgrace to 
do either. What can the revenue amount to by its sale in a 
small place like Sandoway. It cannot compensate Govern- 
ment for the moral and physical degradation engendered — a 
point of considerable importance in a country so sparsely po- 
pulated as this is. We are Reaching the people its seductive 
properties by placing the drug within their reach. We are 
certainly supplying no want. 

28. Mr. Pyster says that fever prevailed in the town 

Fcvor produced by want of prop® from “ July to December of a severe 

dra,na8 ° type, after heavy rain and two separ- 

ate inundations of the adjacent country.” The want of proper 
attention to the drains no doubt had something to say to the 
presence of this fever. Sandoway was chiefly laid out by pri- 
soners, and deep and good drains were constructed. I hope 
that the labors of former officers in the cause of sanitation 
will not be allowed to fall into helpless disrepair. Without 
prison labor it would be diffcult to perform now the structural 
works which they accomplished. A stitch in time is what is 
required to preserve old but good works. Arakan was at one 
time the most malarious climate perhaps in all India. When 
first we annexed the country it was generally inimical to the 
European constitution. A most fatal form of fever was en- 
demic all along the coast, and many a poor fellow in the prime 
of life fell a victim to it. This fever resembled, I believe, 
that which is known in India as the “ Farai.” For several 
years this fever may be said to have been got rid of in the 
chief stations, the measures employed were these, the levels 
were first obtained, then well raised and metalled roads were 
formed with deep lateral drainage, not mere cutting!^ in the 
soil — but drains which dipped down deep so as to answer 
the purpose of subsoil drainage . Many of these dfere rivet- 
ed with stone, bridges and culverts were built, swamps filled 
in and bunds with sluice gates constructed to keep out inunda- 
tions ; numerous trees were planted, good wells and tayks dug 
and all jungle religiously kept down. I firmly believe that 
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real sanitation in India was commenced in A rakan, and how 
this came about I am unabltS to say, but I have often heard 
the officers of the old Arakan Commission say that, experience 
taught them that a station could not be rendered free from 
miasm and made healthy, like Kyouk-Phyoo for instance, 
without such extensive operations. Who originated the sys- 
tem of works to be seen in Arakan it would not be very diffi- 
cult to ascertain, for they all seem from their appearance of 
nearly the same date, the system however was most judicious 
as time has proved, and where the same principles are applied 
now to our towns in Pegu, similar results are obtained. The 
prisoners in our Gaols are no longer permitted to be worked 
outside the prison walls ; it behoves all officers therefore in 
charge of towns and stations in this Division, as elsewhere in 
British Burma, to bo careful while keeping Municipal works 
in thorough repair, to husband their resources where funds are 
levied for the purpose, or there never will bo a balance in 
hand to provide for needed improvements. It must be re- 
membered that all the stations in Abakan were formed by 
prison labor and that from henceforth free labor must be em- 
ployed which must be paid for. 

— uoo- — - 

PEGU DIVISION RANGOON. 

29. The Magistrate’s remarks on the Civil Surgeon’s re- 
port are complete and important, 
go™ and 1 present aamt ? r y"p"^e During the year I have made nume- 
works rous inspections of this town and its 

suburbs, and I have found it necessa- 
ry to address the Magistrate frequently on the subject of 
conservancy. In my last year’s report I mentioned some of 
the works which were at that time being undertaken by the 
Government through the Department Public Works. I also 
drew attention to the difficulties to be contended within a 
rapidlj increasing town' like Rangoon, in constructing it re- 
plete with all requisite sanitary appliances. The condition of 
the site apw occupied by this town, sixteen years ago is ge- 
nerally overlooked by reporting officers, *but I have not for- 
gotten what it was when 1 landed in this country in 1 854. 
J am fully sensible of all that 1ms been done to improve it. 
The snnitarv measures instituted from the first day of our 
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possession have continued to progress steadily and most satis- 
factorily ever since. I need hardly remind the Government 
that, our Engineers had simply to deal with a succession of 
swamps and low lying ground, the greater part of which has 
been raised, drained and good metalled roads constructed ( I 
believe that there are upwards of one hundred miles of me- 
talled reading in Rangoon.) A handsome well regulated 
town has been built, and those blocks which have been com- 
pleted by the Department Public Works, are now healthy. 
Trees have been 'planted on each side of the roads throughout 
the town. The works at present in course of completion in 
the Chinese and other quarters, are a part of the same wise 
systfem which has been carried out elsewhere ; and if these 
operations are not being executed so quickly as some rest- 
less people would wish — the want of labor, the vast amount 
ot building space required for the healthful extension of our 
increasing population, the necessity of attention to other im- 
portant duties and the j needful funds, must be cited as the ex- 
cuse for delay, if delay in the matter at all can be said to have 
taken place. Give us money and the labor, and the will and 
ability will not be found wanting to make Rangoon the most 
perfect town in the world. 


30. In structural works of a sanitary nature great ad- 

iii. extent of work* tequinxi vancement has been made during the 

year, and although that winch, still lies 
before us is enormous, no efforts are beiug spared to extend 
the good which has been effected, to all outlying quarters of 
the town. 


31. The drains alludea to by the Magistrate as having 
sunk below their original levels, I 
,,ew brought to notice sometime ago, and 
I have every reason to believe that 
the evils mentioned will be rectified as soon as possible. The 
Magistrate’s recommendations for the effectual disposal of the 
refuse sweepings of the streets are good. An increase to the 
conservancy establishment is most desirable and tor that pur- 
pose additional funds are necessary. 


32. 


Water supply 1 enot sufficient. 


I do not agree with the Magistrate that the water 
supply of Rangoon is adequate to the 
requirements of the people. He ad- 
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that it is deficient in the months of March, April and 
“®y* ^ deaive to say a few Vrords on this all important sub- 
Ject. ^ There are a large number of wells in Rangoon. Some 
are situated in public places, but the majority are to be found 
in private enclosures. Those which dip into the laterite soil 
generally contain good water, and these are to be found in the 
higher land and to the north of the more densely populated 
parts of the town. Of late years very few additional wells 
have been sunk. As regards the total quantity of water con- 
tained in the town wells, it is true, is abundant enough, but 
the quality is another thing. It has been found that as the 
blocks have been built over and cesspools have multiplied, so 
the water has deteriorated in an inverse ratio in the same* lo- 
calities, until it has become so disgustingly impure, that no 
one can use it lor any purpose whatever. The people there- 
fore are driven of necessity to seek their supplies from the 
outlying wells, but from year to year as the population in- 
creases, the quality obtainable is not nearly equal to the de- 
mand, consequently in the dry weather, viz: cjjS the Magis- 
trate has justly noted in the months of March, April and 
May, a scarcity is really felt. 

33. The springs which are tapped in the laterite stratum 

Good water where procurable 1 be aTC found to COine frOIll the north Or 

now Royal Lake project high ground. This is most fortunate. 

The percolation in the subsoil tends to the south towards the 
river, and in this direction also all the drainage of the town 
is conducted. Thus the wells 1 have mentioned escape sur- 
face and other pollution. We cannot however continue to rely 
on these sources of supply. The town is spreading and not 
only is good potable water much needed in greater abundance, 
but the best wells when surrounded by buildings, gharry wal- 
lahs stables, and privies See . must become contaminated and 
their usefulness destroyed, especially as they are now construct- 
ed. The subject of a proper water supply for Rangoon is of 
vital importance to the welfare of the community and now press- 
es for an early settlement. I am assured that the Royal Lake 
project, about which so much has been written during the 
past five years is really to be carried out. Some of this water 
was submitted to me four years ago for examination. A quanti- 
ty was at the same time forwarded to Dr. Macnamara,the chem- 
ical examiner to Government. Both our reports were equally 
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favourable. The preliminary works to improve and increase 
the capacity of the lake have be*en proceeded with for some 
time. The important steps to this end which have been ef- 
fected by Colonel Fraser C. B. the Chief Engineer .of British 
Burma are most judicious. I objected in letter No. 65, dated 
12th November 1868, to the arrangement and collecting 
ground as originally proposed by another Officer. My objec- 
tions were considered valid, and since that date the plans have 
been altered, and on visiting the locality and carefully going 
over the ground with Colonel Fraser, 1 expressed myself as 
perfectly satisfied with the present scheme which to my mind 
seems thoroughly practical and healthful. 

34. When this water is laid on to the town, the supp$^< 
being abundant for all purposes, the 
thc RUbnrbs general health of the •inhabitants will 
vastly improve. The suburbs however 
still require some consideration. The water supply for the 
shipping is also a matter of very grave importance, and should 
no longer bd(neglected. 1 would in concluding this subject 
recommend that the masonry 'T all the w T ells known to contain 

f ood water be properly reconstructed. They should then be 
tted with strong pumps and covered in. The filthy wells on 
the other hand so plentiful in this town ought to be filled up. 
They are a nuisance and injurious to the public health, and 
as such their proprietors can be obliged to remedy the evil. 
In Poozoondoung, if it is impossible at present to include this 
quarter in the general system of water supply, new wells 
must be dug. They are most urgently required. In this 
quarter laterite soil crops up in several places and in it, 
doubtless, as in other parts of Bangoon an abundance of 
wholesome water will be found if sought for. Norton's tube 
Wells or good cylindrical iron wells might be sunk and fitted 
with pumps as already mentioned. 

35. The burial grounds of Bangoon are certainly better 
superintended than in any other part 
^^for^cifSrttor of Burma. Still I consider that rules 

are very necessary for their better 
management. In the Christian grave yards, graves cost mo- 
ney, and" if a monument is erected an additional fee. is de- 
manded. The money so collected going towards the general 
expenses of management, &q. Why then should not similar 



14 


PIMiLlf HKA1 111 REPORT 1 8()S 


fees be imposed for a like purpose in the native places of 
sepulchre . After visiting and inspecting numerous stations 
for butrning and interment in this country, I am satisfied that 
as a rule they are not supervised by a responsible Officer as 
they should be, and are frequently entirely neglected. For 
the improved health of towns and rural communities strict 
rules must be framed and enforced in all grave yards. These 
places moreover should be properly fenced in. This is 
a most necessary provision and one not usually attended to. 
The Magistrate does not agree with me that the grave yards 
in Rangoon are now too near to the town. I am sorry that 
I should differ with him in this respect, but if he will oblige 
by taking a walk along any of the public roads, to the 
north or south of the quarter referred to, and stand to leeward 
during the process of burying a dead body, I think he will be 
sufficiently convinced on this point without any further con- 
troversy. 

36. I have more than once drawn attention to the sub- 

Importance of a Maughto. House ject of'il slaughter llOUSe ftt .RailgOOn. 

for Kangoou j ] iavc a i so examined the plan men- 

tioned by the Magistrate and condemned it as unsuitable. 
The Chief Commissioner is in possession of that opinion, vide 
letter No. 57, dated 18th June 1869. Last year I made the 
following remarks in my Annual Report: — “ A properly con- 
structed slaughter house is much required. The plan adopted 
at Thyetmyo is a good one and I strongly urge the providing 
of similar conveniences for Rangoon. The present shed near 
Poozoondoung is not readily accessible, and I know animals 
are killed in the town in consequence of this. Shambles pay 
well in all our large towns, and therefore the expense of build- 
ing them should not form an obstacle to their erection. I 
am decidedly of opinion that more than one slaughter house 
is required for Rangoon. Adopting the Thyetmyo plan, no 
offensive smells are possible, and consequently the sheds 
should be conveniently situated.” I am sorry to have to add 
that nothing has been done in the matter beyond the submis- 
sion of the plan I have alluded to. 

37. Cesspools are not permissible in large towns. I 

* The evil of ccwpooi* in towns Thu, would like to see them got rid of in 
uornbio ante m iuugoon all situations. In Rangoqp, the soil 

in many places is sodden with excrement. The air is render- 
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ed noxious and at times positively unbearable by tlie same 
means, and the water is polluted to a A degree so sickening it 
would be impossible to exaggerate u all the most fulsome 
terms in our vocabulary were employed to express its con- 
dition. T t is acknowledged that the decomposition of the 
excreta from the human body is the same thing as the putre- 
faction of animal matter itself, under certain conditions of 
heat, moistiao and season, the emanations from masses of such 
corruptions me known to produce, foster and spread diseases 
the most fatal to human life. I must allow that as yet Ran- 
goon generally has escaped any serious Epidemic outbreak, 
and I think this admits of’easy explanation. The Sanitary 
works which have been effected in the finished parts of the 
town are extensile and of a permanent nature, and the in- 
creasing filthiness in them has not reached that stage of pu- 
trescence, when the evils shall out-balance the good. I con- 
ceive that this is the reason why Epidemics have not extended 
to these quarters. The inhabitants of the tlenser parts of the 
town, which have not yet received sanitary attention escape 
also, as I have shown, one great source of danger to health. 
•They cannot possibly make use of their well water. The 
cesspool system is in operation in all directions, and such 
cesspools ! Tn the unraised and undrained suburban quarters 
there are frequently no pits. Everything is simply passed 
through holes in the floors of the overcrowded houses on to 
the ground beneath. Here sickness is always rife in one 
or other of the forms of the Zymotic class. The people are 
squalid and sickly in appearance, and cholera, small pox, 
measles and fever of a low typhoid type, cause in the aggre- 
gate a heavy mortality. These liot-beds of sickness are ever 
threatening the health of the rest of the town. We never 
feel safo against a sudden Epidemic outbreak, which shall 
extend to the whole community, and wo aro quitft aware, that 
the ground is'bemg admirably prepared for such an invasion. 

Tho conditions of the cesspools from one end to the other 
of Rangoon are equally obnoxious. It is easy enough to con- 
demn the system, but that does not mend the evil. We can- 
not as many would wish prohibit the use of privies, unless we 
are prepared to substitute something better in their placo. 
Ana this substitution of something better in their place is 
exactly wfeat we desire some clever follow will discover. 
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38. Tlie quick and decent removal of the town sewage 
is a matter only second in importance 
ccusHry itovd Mr Monica dry cuth to the supplying’ the people with good 
system imix>««iwe # potable water. The solid and liquid 

excreta should be taken out of the the town at least once daily. 
This is tlio sine-qud non of whatever plan may be proposed 
for the purpose. The dry earth system is out of the question. 
A few words will dispose of this part of the subject. Ran- 
goon with a population say of 100,000 souls, would require 
to have carted into it and carted out again, earth and soil 
amounting in the aggregate to considerably over 1,000 tons 
(one thousand) per diem. I say considerably over 1,000 tons, 
because I have based ray calculations on thq supposition that 
a latrine is used only once by each person. If the necessary 
carts and labor were available the cost would swamp the muni- 
cipal funds. If in a Gaol this dry earth system needs such con- 
stant supervision and nice working to ensure success, how is 
all this to be effected in the town and who is to pay for it? 
Besides in the S. W. monsoon dry earth is not procurable. It 
would therefore have to be stored somewhere, and there is 
no room for that somewhere, in the dry weather. The quan- 
tity required would be a six month’s supply, or in round num- 
bers at 1,000 tons per diem, 180,000 tons (one huudred and 
eighty thousand) — a very considerable mountain — Risuvn te- 
neatia, amice?; on the face of it this is simply rediculous. 
“The cheapest way” of disposing of all drainage and sewage 
“is by drains, laid to an oulet, and if drains be provided there 
is no reason why the latrine should not be connected with 
them.” The question of the best method of drainage and 
sewerage for our towns must come to this l believe the most 
healthful and economical system will be that which will con- 
vey away all the water, “fluid and solid excreta by one process” 
in glazed earthenware or iron pipes provided with flushing 
apparatuses and pumps where necessary. All other schemes 
have their weak points and are utterly impracticable either 
for want of funds, labor or effective supervision ofthe manage- 
ment of their complicated arrangements. 

30. The dry earth system we have seen therefore can- 
not be extended to this town, and if 
tiwntitablc for all laigc towns in Bri« not to Rangoon then cwteris paribus 
,lsh 1 ”““ not to cany of ourjargo tovfts. In this 
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country we never could obtain the required labor for the 
mixing and removal of the poudrette, much less to cart into 
the town the daily quantity of dry earth Burmese to com- 
mence with will not, unless under compulsion, perform the 
duties of nightman, and to import this class of individuals 
from India in sufficient numbers for the purpose, would b fear 
cause a large expenditure. No municipal funds could stand 
the drain upon them to nmet the high wages alone, these 
men demand in Burfna # I am convinced in my own mind 
that a regular system of sewoi age is the cleanest and most 
effectual remedy. I am satisfied that nothing in the long run 
will so thorouglily and cheaply get rid of all town sewage, as 
the plan I now suggest Other schemes may very possibly be 
superior but they will be found in practice to fall through m 
their management, or for the want of money to successfully 
carry them out. Time will prove that I am right The 
adaptation of such a system of sewerage to our towns and the 
details of such works are well understood by all engineers 
We may therefore with the greatest confidence leave the 
matter in their hands 

40. Tri the meantime however something must be done 
f ‘ to improve the present state of the 

town A regular system or sewerage 
will cost money, and before tin’s could he sanctioned much 
time must be taken up in planning and examining the subject 
I think that the Magistrate’s proposal is a good one, and, as 
a tentative measure therefore, I am prepared to recommend 
its adoption. There are one or two points which do not ef- 
fect the general working of his plan, but to which 1 cannot 
accord my approbation. For instance the use of lime is high- 
ly objectionable. Dry earth, coal tar and McDougaFs pow- 
der must be substituted. These and other minor matters 
can be attended to when in consultation with that Officer. 


41. The fever mentioned by the Magistrate' is a disease 
„ x , ^ ^ x which has for somotime steadily held 

possesaion of the overcrowded Yam- 
bonquin and other quarters. It is endemic and has proved 
very fetal. 1 have watched it closely, both when in practice 
here and since holding the post of Sanitary Commissioner. 1 
have always looked upon the disease as a form of remittent 
fever of lovatyphoid^ype, and 1 begin to believe that it is 
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more serious still in its nature end of that class met within 
Indian Qaols. In letter No. r 51 dated 5th September 1868, 
I requested the Health Officer of Rangoon to favour me with 
his opinion. His >reply is appended. As the D. P. W. extend 
the town improvements, in raising, draining and road making 
by these means enabling the people to spread — this endemic 
is gradually ceasing, and I hope that before very long we shall be 
able to number it with the things of the past. Both the 
Deputy Commissioner and myself Ifave 'done all we can to 
improve these quarters, but they are mere swamps and must 
remain so until their turn comes to be reclaimed. The chief 
situations in which this fever occurs are subject to tidal inun- 
dations, and it is impossible to prevent overcrowding. The 
labor market in Rangoon is a large and most important one. 
The demand for work-people by the shipping, rice and saw 
mills, and by the D. P. W. is very great. Wages are good, 
consequently a vast concourse of people assemble in the 
suburban lots as squatters. We cannot thin them out, simply 
because we are unable to provide more suitable localities for 
their location.' Rangoon increases so rapidly that the means 
at the disposal of the authorities are not sufficient to enable 
them tokeeppace with the requirements of the people. Thepoor- 
er classes are therefore overcrowded, and they may* be said 
to kill themselves off by associating in large numbers and 
living in their own filth. I must say in justice to all here in 
authority, that everything is being done that can be done, and 
that no stone is left unturned for their sanitary welfare, but 
the magnitude of the work is such that it cannot be effec- 
tually coped with quickly without money, and that is not to 
be had. 


42. With reference to the last para of the Magistrate’s 
„ . . .. ... _ . report, I think he errs in presuming 

lie Health thaa not Buffered to any that the PUDllC Health has not SUt- 
aerious extent 'during the year ^ , . . T . . t 

fered to any extent during the year. 
Taking the whole population of Rangoon and striking the 
death rate, no doubt the percentage is nothing out of the way, 
but if we examine the proportion of deaths in any one of the 
suburban quarters to the population it contains, we shall find 
that public health, in them at any rate, has suffered very re- 
markably. » 
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43. In para 8 of the Civil % Surgeon’s report it is men- 
Chou*, in Poo condouug. it. pm- tioned tfiat' nine persons were attacked 

fa.u.cauw.. by cholera in the month of May in 

the Poozoondoung quarter, and "notwithstanding that a carefhl 
enquiry was made, the cause of the appearance of the disease 
could not be discovered. It occurs to me that the terrible 
’ effluvia from the decomposing broken rice and paddy husk ly- 
ing on the banks of the creek may have had something to do 
with this “sporadic” out-break. An idea may be formed of the 
quantity of waste from the rice mills and winnowing machines. 
Which is thrown into our crgeks and rivers at the seaport towns 
of Kangoon, Maulmain, Bassein and Akyab, when I men- 
__ tion that about twenty (20) millions of baskets full of husk <kc, 
each basket on an average measuring about a bushel (English) 
is disposed of in this way, during each season. In Poo- 
zoondoung all the husk mixed with broken rice, bran and grit 
is thrown on to the banks of the creek, there to ferment and 
rot under the influence of the rise and fall of the tide and in- 
tense heat of the sun. Suitable machinery to separate the 
broken rice from the husk, and small jetties run' out into the 
creek from which the latter might bo cast well into the stream 
would obviate much of the mischief I have mentioned. This 
simple arrangement I proposed some years ago in one of my 
health reports, but no notice was taken of it. Now I desire 
that an order may be passed enforcing this very necessary pre- 
caution. I do not believe that the husk produces much harm 
in itself. It contains but little woody, that is vegetable mat- 
ter. It is chiefly composed of silica: however, the small 
quantity it does contain can be made injurious to health when 
placed on the banks of a creek in bulk measuring thousands of 
tons. 

44. I have watched the working of our vaccine depart- 
v«cta.tton a n.w system much ment, and I have seen the results of 

requlr ® d the practice in other places besides 

Kangoon. Vaccination will never succeed in this country 30 
long as the present system is followed. The practice must be 
placed under the immediate charge of one responsible officer, 
who shall devote his whole time and attention to its working, 
provided with a proper staff of assistants. I have already fur- 
nished this Administration with some particulars of the prac- 
tice of vaccination ip* this country. I shall not, and especial- 
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ly as the department is not under me, say any more on the 
subject here. \ am not prepared however, for reasons alrea- 
dy given, in letter No. 79, of the 9tli January 1869, to advise 
the Administration to prohibit the practice of inoculation 
among the people. Establish vaccination and then inocula- 
tion should certainly be made illegal where so established. 

4o. In regard to venereal complaints, it is highly desir- 

contjuivutf Lh*cu«uH «houid be able that the Contagious 1 )iseases Act 
extendi to the town l«l Heap*.*] be extended to all our seaport 

towns. r riie ( 'antonment rules in force 
in Rangoon were extended,* to the town in October last, but 
no funds were provided to erect a Lock Hospital with. The 
Magistrate, Major Duff, tried, but could not succeed in hiring 
a house for the purpose, 1 forwarded for the information of 
Government a full report on the subject of veimreal diseases 
in the Town of Rangoon, when Civil Surgeon. I hope no fur- 
ther delay will take place in this matter. 

46. The Government experimental Public Latrines near 
working of expeumonto) pubiu, the 1 ron Bazaar hav e not found that 

Lftfcrme8 * favour with the people wo anticipated 

they would do when they were erected. The reason that they 
have not been altogether a success is owing I think to the nu- 
merous private privies in the neighbourhood. The people na- 
turally prefer the privicy of their own enclosures to a place of 
public resort, and it is only reasonable that they should do so. 
They are very useful institutions nevertheless, and are conve- 
niently situated for all frequenting the Bazaar. The Magis- 
trate informs me that only one of these latrines has been in 
use, during the year. 

47. I i egret* that both the Magistrate and Civil Sur- 

. j geon have omitted in then* reports to 

Venereal <ii«» laet* and public latrines V* • t • TT 

net mentioned m civil 8urgconHm- furnish any information regarding Ve- 
.nut. » report* hereal diseases or the working of the 

public latrine*. Tlioii opinions would have been valuable. 

* OU“- 

BASSEIN. 


48» Dr. Nisbet, the Civil Suigeon of Uassoin has sub- 
u „ mitted a \erv complete Health Re- 

fir Ktebet’s report on IlaMctn, . i, « , L ' r n n 

]»orT. It is (ho most valuable of all 
4he reports which have reached me this #eur. Karly in Deb- 
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Tuary last, I circulated to all Officers for the better arrange- 
ment of subjects, a list of the headings, which I desired might 
be followed in the preparation of their Annual Reports. Dr. 
Nisbet has attended to those instructions as also*have a few 
others, and exhibited that interest in furnishing complete in- 
formation which I hoped all Civil Surgeons and Medical 
Officers in charge of stations would have evinced. 

49. 1'r. Nisbet’s description of Ihe station and district 

Topographical i i *' h di^tno, of Raskin is very interesting. His 
au<i CJ.USOB of sicici o s &c “topographical sketch ” is accurate. 

It is quite true, as he says*that, the u natural peculiarities of 
the country render the people living in it liable to many di- 
seases,” but it must also be remembered that these peculiari- 
ties are in some respects necessary to its welfare, ana are in- 
separable from its position as a rice growing country. The 
Rangoon district is equally subject to inundations in its delta. 
I will not say that these periodic floodings are necessary to 
cultivation, altho’ rice requires everywhere a large amount of 
water. The tract of country lying between the Bassein and 
Sittoung rivers and sea coast, is quite equal in extent to the 
Soondabunds of Bengal. It is intersected by innumerable rivers 
and creeks. All these it would be impossible to bund, nor is such 
a step desirable. In the lower parts of both districts there 
are few or no inhabitants. But to improve the circles now 
occupied, and to reclaim the valuable arable land subject to 
deep flooding, where people can be induced to settle, is a duty 
of the Government, and, it must not be forgotton that this 
is being done. The bunds on the Irrawaddy have been ener- 
getically pushed on in a southerly direction during the past 
two years, and Colonel Fraser now, I believe, intends to 
embank certain rivers and creeks in the Bassein district. 
These when finished will I have no doubt greatly improve the 
health of the people and do much to remove the evus which 
Dr. Nisbet mentioas. One of the proposed bunds will imme- 
diately effect the Bassein river itself, which is in reality a large 
outlet of the Irrawaddy, .although it collects a very considerable 
body of water from the last watershed of the Arakan hills in their 
southern portion. I understand the connection between the 
two rivers is to be severed, that is, the opening in the main 
streams is to be closed up. * \ 1 cannot express an opinion on 

*Sin«e ’ttrifinq thi above I haw learnt that tin* to the Hawaii u\er ih 

not to be i lo'jod ujj » 
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the effect this will have on the climate of Bassein,- as I am 
not at this moment thoroughly acquainted with the subject. 
The alteration of the natural channels of a district is often 
an engineering necessity, and when such changes are made for 
the improvement of a country by reclaiming large areas of 
fertile land, their execution must not be frustrated because 
some village or town may probably be rendered unhealthy 
by the operation. We find generally in British Burma, as 
Dr. Nisbet has justly pointed out, that, the want of drainage 
in a district is a fruitful source of “ Malarious diseases ”. I 
therefore trust that the bunds suggested by Colonel Fraser 
1 will be followed by marked benefits to the people as well as 
to the revenue. The Sanitary officer knowing that the water 
courses of his district are to.be altered or modified, should 
consult with the local engineer and recommend any re-arrange- 
ment of the drainage of the towns under him, that he may 
deem necessary. I have found that whore bunds and canals 
or deep drains are constructed, as far as health is concerned 
good universally results, I cannot .therefore say that I feel any 
anxiety lest sickness may be increased by Colonel Fraser’s 
propositions. I have no doubt that in some instances the 
people will find their old sites unprofitable and perhaps 
untenable, — for instance the fishermen in the upper Bassein 
district. Well, they can remove to other places — the country 
is wide and there is no hinderance to their suiting themselves. 
Cultivation is far more profitable than fishing, and I observe 
that when good land is available the Burmese prefer the 
former occupation of the two. However should they conti- 
nue their old trade there are still, no doubt "as many good fish 
in the sea as ever came out of it,” and water to the south will 
still be plentiful enough. The markets also must improve as 

I ieople settle. What we require is cultivation, and until the 
and is placed under the plough, it cannot be healthy. 

50. In April I travelled over some six hundred (600) 

amitorr town. «<t miles ' of the Rangoon and Bassein 

>n Bassoon ami bumio distrietr districts, visiting numerous towns, 

villages and hamlets. I n some, attempts have been made to im- 
prove them, and I have no doubt in time great changes will 
be brought about. Most village improvements can be effect- 
ed, when the district Officer has his heart in the work, with* 
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out much trouble. The Burmese as a race are uot averse to 
order and cleanliness* They likte to have their towns and 
villages nicely laid out, and when all are subject tp the same 
rules, they are ever ready to build good houses, plant trees 
and cut drains if encouraged to do so. A. Burman never 
objects to assist in these operations where he sees that they 
are for his own good. 1 have now mixed a great deal with 
these people and I never yet heard the shadow of a complaint 
raised, because their towns had been regenerated by district 
Officers. The people of Shw& Doung, a town containing up- 
wards of 10,000 inhabitants, on seeing the great changes 
made in Prome for the goo*d of all, requested Colonel David 
Brown, the Deputy Commissioner, to come anct effect similar 
changes for them. He went there and the people pulled the 
old place down, and rebuilt it according to his plan and plan- 
ted trees along the road sides. It is now neat and in regular 
order. The houses are good and the people are ever so much 
the more healthy. Look at the vast sums of money the 
Burmese are over ready to expend on works of merit. Look 
at the handsome monasteries, wells with bathing places set 
apart, bricked from top to bottom and the comfortable • and 
substantial travellers’ rest houses &c., which are built all over 
the country, and the immense amount of good a district Of- 
ficer can bring about by exerting his influence and directing 
these resources wisely, is incalculable. The month of April 
is usually a healthy month in the interior of this country, and 
the climatic diseases I observed on this tour were few. Bad 
drainage, overcrowding, want of village conservancy, offensive 
privies, in some instances bad water, and insufficient care in 
the selection and preparation of food, were the most prominent 
drawbacks to health noticed by me. To these subjects I 
would desire to draw the particular * attention of all district 
and Sanitary Officers. 

51. The latrine near the Bazaar mentioned by Dr. 
B^-rfctnuo r^uiro. an «ub- Nisbot is a very good one. It is 
“**““** built of corrugated iron and is on the 

dry earth principle. It should bo provided with an establish- 
ment without delay. It will be the duty of the health officer 
to point out where the poudrette is to be deposited. X need' 
not say that this soil must not bo thrown into the river or any 
of the water com-sosf 
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52. Intra-mural labor is now the rule in British Burma, 
and however much this may be thought 
an improvement by Gaol Officers, I 
cannot but regret the loss of the labor 


Xhflicutty of Lumlucl in# confer 
▼ancy operations with free laboi 
Want of fuodi 


to our towns. Up to a very recent date the conservancy of 
most of our large towns was performed by convicts. Now of 
course this is no longer permissible and free labor has to be 
employed. The work is consequently in some cases very im- 
perfectly done, while in others it is not done at all, simply be- 
cause municipal funds arc not available. # 


i 53. The bazaar is well built and very proper attention 
# is paid to its cleanliness. This is one 

it bSidin# ™ ‘ llent ordtI of the best bazaars in the whole coun- 

try and is well attended. * 

54. Dr. Nisbet draws attention to the imperfect water 
supply of Bassein. This might be re- 
lMcm medied, I think, by sinking more 
w ells and fitting all with good pumps, 
and covering them in as I have recommended should be done 
in Rangoon. In the low parts of the £own Norton’s tube 
wells might be tried. There is one point in connection with 
this subject which desires the attentive consideration of this 
Administration, and which cannot be passed over ; and that 
is, the necessity of strictly supervising the water supply for 
the Shipping. At low tide the ships* tanks are filled from 
the river, the water being then fresh. This is a very im- 
proper and dangerous source from which to obtain drinking 
water, and it is not from necessity that the practice is followed. 
The largest ships (1,500 tons) visiting this port, lie along side 
either bank of the river, and communication with the land is 
established by stages and planks. In this position most ves- 
sels hre berthed and loaded, nothing could be easier therefore 
than to obtain water from the shore. The Bassein river receives 
into it the drainage of all the towns and villages which line its 
banks, and should cholera be present in any one of them, the 
disease is soon conveyed to this port and the sailors are ge- 
nerally among the first to suffer. In Bassein itself the Bur- 
mese seldom make use of the river water — they prefer the 
wells. I can only suggest one remedy for this and that is 
tlio appointment of a Health Officer. • 
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53. Upwards of sixty thousand (60,000) tons of shipping, 

Necessity for appointing an neaith to use a "mercantile expression, entei' 
officer to the Port and c ] ear f r0 m this port every rico 

season, and the crews are chiefly, 1 may almost say entirely 
European. I have shewn the position in which the ships 
usually load and the easy communication which is kept up 
with the shore. There is no let or hinderance therefore to 
the Sailors going into the town and villages whenever they 
please: worse, there is nothing to prevent strangers visiting 
the ships. Venereal diseases are as common in Bassein as 
they are in Rangoon, and ^he mischief these poor 'creatures 
run into is really terrible. Ship Captains are not obliged by 
law to engage a Doctor to attend their crews while in Harbour, 
and a great many neglect to do so, consequently the 
fears entertained by Mr. Bay ley, the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India, expressed in his letter calling for information 
on the subject, are only too true, and we have every reason to 
believe, that in addition to lice &c\, British Burma exports to 
European and other countries Venereal diseases in their worst 
forms. The class of men who enter our ports in ships are of 
a very low order, and usually exceedingly ignorant and help- 
less. They come it is seen in no mean numbers and wc are 
bound to protect them at least against disease, if only for our 
own interests, setting aside altogether the duty we owe to our 
fellow creatures as a paternal and Christian Government. 
What ought to be done is simple enough. The Contagious 
Diseases Act must be extended to the port, a Lock Hospital 
should be built and the Civil Surgeon, as the only European 
medical gentleman in the station, should bo appointed Heal, h 
Officer of the Port as well as of the town. 

56. Dr. Nisbet agrees with all medical men in this 

opium and Gunj.ii couMdeid m country that the effects of Gunjah and 
junoustu Health Opium eating and smoking on those 

who indulge in their use, is most injurious. 

57. The slaughter house is situated on the bank of the 
slaughter h<maos improperly «t.,- fiver and the blood and ofial are thrown 

• ltod into the water. It is true that the build- 

ings are kept clean and are at a considerable distance from the 
town. I object however to their position, as I consider that 
our rivers should he kept free as possible from pollution. I 
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therefore recommend a more suitable site being chosen as soon 
as possible. 

58. Jn concluding my remarks on the Sanitary require- 
*■ nients of Basseiii my best thanks 
“ n' are due to Hr. Nisbct for his able and 
lhe HoAitt officer interesting report. I desire also to 

record here, that the town, station and institutions of Bassein 
under his charge, exhibited, at the time of my visit, a neat- 
ness and cleanliness highly creditable to him as Health Officer. 

( 11)0 

MYANOUNG. 


59. Mr. (iodbier did not hold medical charge for any 
portion of the year 18(58. He has 

Mr Gudbiwr did lu»t liuld eh.rt.ft- ( . . .. , ... 1 p i 

mist* notwithstanding submitted a caretul 

report. My special Sanitary Report on this station will be 
found in the appendix. 


PROME. 

GO. During the year, 1 visited this station and submit- 
, " * ted a special Report on its Sanitary 

lJcfoundTn^tho 'Xppeiithx* ' ,Mr condition. Still I have a few words 
to say about it. Dr. Macdonald still holds to the belief that 
the rain fall of Promo seldom exceeds 40 inches. In former 
days 70 was looked upon as the average. It is immpossible 
to find the records at this date, I must therefore recommend 
that Alaior Browne’s suggestion be acted upon, and that ano- 
ther "instrument be forwarded to Promo. The readings can 
then be compared and the truth ascertained. 

G1 The proposal to form a series of tanks in the old 
. . «„ moat was objected to by me, and the 

papers were submitted to the Sanitary 
PVinmmsioner with the Government of India, for opinion. 
He suggested that it would be better to fill in the moat form- 
ing as few tanks as possible, rather than loave the filthy place 
as it is He also recommended, to meet my objections, that fil- 
• tering apparatuses might be placed at the termination of the 
street drains to purify the water before it entered the- tanks. ‘ 
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Colonel Fraser after visiting the spot has rearrangedthe plan, 
of operations. The drainage of'Jfche town is not to be conduct* 
cd into the tanks. The latter are to be filled from the Nar* 
weing creek, and as occasion requires this wator is. to be used 
to flush the town system of drainage which will of course be 
constructed quite distinct from the tanks. The land reclaim- 
ed is to be sold, and as room is urgently required for building 
purposes, this will be greedily bought and built over. Colo- 
nel Fraser has promised me that as money becomos available 
he will gradually fill in all the tanks also. -The tramway is 
busily at work. He may therefore look forward to an im- 
proved state of the Public Health as the work progresses. * 
The frequent outbreaks of epidemic diseases in Promo, and 
the severity of the endemics, have long convinced me that the 
ditch which surrounds the town, and swamps in the vicinity, 
should be filled in, and I only regret that this cannot be ac- 
complished by one operation. The great extent of the 
swampy ground about this town obliges the people to cramp 
themselves up and overcrowd. In the meantime therefore, 
until the present improvements are completed, sickness must 
prevail. It is quite natural for the unacquainted with the con- 
dition of this frontier city and its surroundings to say, wly 
not oblige the excess of people to disperse ( That is just the 
difficulty, Prome is like .Rangoon so tar ; where is the excess 
of population to go to? All available building sites are occu- 
pied and the immigration seems endless. 

62: Dr. Macdonald makes an important mistake in the 
^ importation of M.xsiosby designation of the coolies who intro- 

<,uuU<,s dueed measles into the town in the early 

part of the year. They were not Burmese at all, but natives, 
of Tndia who came up with some cotton machinery for Mossrs. 
Todd, Findlay's establishment, from Rangoon. 


63. The Small Pox was a continuation of the same epi- 
demic which visited the station in the previous hot season. 
The adult Burmese are nearly all inoculated, while the chil-. 
dren under five yearn are altogether unprotected, and it is 
among the latter that the greatest mortality occui’s. Vaccina- 
nhn.ii pa, tion will check the ravages of this 

«nd voroinuuoii loathsome disease ; but as 1 have said, 

unless a properly organized vaccine depai’tment is established. 
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wo can do very little real good. The present system is worse 
than useless, and from the careless manner in which the prac- 
tice has been too often 1 fear conducted this great prophy- 
lactic is not appreciated by the people. 

64. Cholera was undoubtedly imported into British 
Burma from across the frontier. lu Upper Burma and 
, v „ especially at Mandalay, the capital, 

pn\K Niotssity furobscivmgflist the disease had been epidemic tor 

some months. I do not doubt that 
the habits of the people rendered them more amenable to at- 
tack, but all the exposure in the vorld at u Poays” or any 
whore else, and the consumption of vegetables, will not pro- 
duce cholera unless the germ ol that disease is present also. 
The cholera contagium, whatever that may be, is a specific 
poison, and when once we know how it is produced we shall 
have won half the battle ; and whether the remedy is dis- 
covered or not at the same time, we shall at any rate be able 
to congratulate ourselves that, “prevention is better than cure,” 
and by the employment of timely measures avoid producing the 
disease. The spontaneous generation of this poison in any 
>lace in British Burma I do not believe in. It is invariably 
imported and this is what I wish all medical officers to bear 
in mind, because, by particularly noting first cases of the 
disease, not only can the progress of an epidemic be traced, 
but frequently by ‘taking propel precautions, its \irulence may 
be lessened and its spicad peihaps checked. Too often this 
is not thought of until the disease has become established, 
and the mischief is done and the opportunity is lost. 


r»3. In my last Annual Rcpoit 1 recommended that 
the Civil Sul goon should be appointed 

Ifrilth 0*htfrf i rutin D*lc a r i ,1 rf ~ o ■ 1 , 

tt onoi kgii p.»wo tu sum Health othcer or rroine on the usual 

1 salaiy. I cannot however support 

Dr. Macdonald’s views on tho subject of delegating any legal 
powers to tliat officer. The Magistrate of Protne and Deputy 
Commissioner in charge of tho district, are ever ready to carry 
out all needful sanitary recommendations made by the medi- 
cal officer. J observed no delay on their part when inspecting 
this station, in the prompt execution of such duties; on the 
contrary, I was very agreeably struck with the great interest 
evinced by the Deputy Commissioner in his desire to intro- 4 
ducV sanitary rofonns and to maintain thorough cleanliness, 
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f>G. Prome contains a population of at least 2o,000 inha- 

Extont of Popul ition, Vonoreal din bitcillts, A.lltl tills I) 111 11 lid* is incrtJllsill^ 

c 44,68 ^ daily from immigration alone. The 

Burmese marriage law is a most simple one. Marriage in 
fact may be said to bo a mere matter of convenience, and as 
the wapts of the people are few and the responsibilities so 
light, the tie is as easily sundered as joined. Most women 
are therefore married or kept in a state of concubinage. Thus 
the conventionalities of society have not as yet necessitated 
the demand for prostitutes in any great numbers . The Heat- 
ing population which is exceedingly large, boatmen for in- 
stance, usually single men and coolies, are the classes who 
create a demand lor loose women and in the positions fre- 
quented by them they are to be found. Y'eneral diseases in 
this manner are imported and exported. Fortunately as the 
prostitutes are few and as there is already a small Lock Hos- 
pital at Prome, their regular inspection and supervision would 
be a comparatively easy matter were the Contagious Diseases 
Act extended to this town, which 1 desire may be done. As 
all the women are said to be diseased it is most necessary that 
the act should be enforced. Much good would result to the 
people themselves, and the effect produced would also be 
sensibly felt in the garrison at Thayctmyo. I trust therefore 
that the administration will recommend my proposal. 

— # 

THAYETMYO. 

G7. My letters on the state of the Gaol at this station 

samtaiy cmumi^one,’. Rope* t u and Sanitary Report on the town &c., 
t» found m the Appendix will be found in the Aappendix. 

- OOO — 

TOUNGOO. 

68. In the month. of August cholera appeared in the 

Cholera outbreak m Gaol origin * Quo! tllis Station and I at OnCC 

not tia<«d proceeded to render aid on the spot. 

My report on the Gaol and town will be found in the Appen- 
dix. The cholera was not traced. The disease, however, was 
known to be present among the wild tribes in the hills to the 
’^SEast; and it is presumed to have been extended from thence to 
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Toungoo, but I could not discover by what means, at tho 
time of my visit. Cholera had, as I have already shown visited 
Mandalay, and on referring to the map it will be seen that 
Toungoo is directly south of that city. The contagium may 
have come down the river. It may also have been introduc- 
ed into the £raol by a prisoner from an infected locality, but 
this could not at the time be satisfactorily determined. 


— 000 


TENASSERIM DIVISION, 

r 

MAULMAIN. 


69. Dr. Suffroin, Officiating Civil Surgeon has submit- 
, . . ted an interesting report on the Pub- 

Health of Maulmam . . - TT . . ,, . 1 , r . . 

lie Health of this town. In the 
month of December 1 inspected Maulmain; my report will 
be found in the Appendix. 


As yet no conservancy establishment has been sanction- 
ed, in fact there are no funds available for the purpose. A 
few coolies are occasionally employed to make the principal 
streets look a little nice and to clear out the worst drains. 
Notwithstanding the filthy state of the town the public health 
has been remarkably good. Dr. Suffrein says “ that the ab- 
sence of epidemio disease, and the low rate of mortality du- 
ring the past year, speaks volumes in favour of tho salubrity 
of Maulmain.” The subject of funds for the general conser- 
vancy of the town, is now, 1 believe, under consideration. It 
is very necessary that something should be done, and that 
quickly. 

70. The wells in Maulmain should be cleared out regu- 
larly every year, and if they are not 
*.**uppy. j n sufficient numbers, I would suggest 

the sinking of additional ones in the laterite soil. All the 
wells should have puinps fitted to them as I have proposed 
for other towns. 


71. Maulmain owes its healthful 
natural drainage and a laterite soil. 


climate chiefly 
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Town reported healthy 


TAVOY. 

I 

Mr. Paul who has submitted a report on this sta- 
tion was not in medical charge during 
any 2 >ortion of the year. \The town 
lias been healthy. No remarks accompanying this document 
by the Deputy Commissioner, I am led to infer therefore tliat 
all the medical officer has brought to notice is approved 
of. My Inspection Report o i this town will be found in the 
Appendix. The measures I have therein recommended for its 
sanitary" welfare should receive attention. 


-ooo~ 


MERGKJL 


7 m 2\. Mr. Fosters report is for the official year 1868-611 
nopoit submitted foi ofbcid m I returned this document once and 
caicndu jear requested that the Annual Report 

might be drawn up for the calendar year 1868 only. Some 
misunderstanding however must have occurred as the same 
papers have again reached me. I cannot at this late date re- 
turn them a second time for revision, as the mail steamer only 
calls at Mergui once a month. Mr. Foster has entered into 
occun dices of the present year, which is unfortunate, as they 
will have to be reviewed in my next Annual Report, and I 
wished to keep this complete for the year only for which it is 
submitted. The outbreak of cholera mentioned was a con- 
tinuation of the same disease in a southerly direction which 
I witnessed at Thoyne and have reported on separately. The 
disease spread down the liilta to the East among the Kareen 
tribes. The history of this visitation is now being collected. 

ooo 


SHWE OYEEN. 


73. I have already submitted a report on this town. 

It will be found in Appendix. 1 de- 


Suutarj Commissioner’ll Report to . , _ - - . . n . , 

bo found in Appendix Three towns sire now to draw the attention ox the 
vidtd with conservancy establish- Administration to para 3 of Captain 
mont ' Watson's remarks on the Civil Sur- 


geons Report. The three towns in which Municipal taxes 
have been collected for years, and which he says the Co- 
* vorninent steadfastly refuses to sanction being spent on tljeir 
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Conservancy, have been visited during the year and noticed 
separately in my Inspection .Reports. I hope orders will be 
passed on the subject of the proper disposal of these funds as 
early as possible. 

74. Agreeably to instructions conveyed in the last para 

T , , „ of Ghief Commissioners letter No. 

I > kI of I’llsoncis mbhwfeOycon , . . ^ - r 

o \ i] msufci icut i vpio.li ititm of dc dated 4th ooptember 1868, I 

inspected the Shwe Gyeen Gaol ac- 
companied by Captain Watson, early on the morning of the 
loth of October following. My letter No. 57 in reply, dated 
tlu' same day will be found in the Appendix. In para (i I stat- 
ed that the “food was very insufficient.” This I think requires 
sonic explanation here, and that explanation 1 now pur- 
pose to give. On examining the day’s rations, I found 
that four ( 4) ounce's of fish with the bones, and four 
(4) ounces of vegetables only, were supplied for the pri- 
soners’ morning meal. The rice was in proper quantity, 
but beyond these articles there was nothing — no oil none 
had been allowed for two years, and salt there seem- 
ed to be some doubt about, at any rate, it was not produced 
on my requesting to see it. I was told that the exact counter- 
part of the mornings meal w ould be served out in the even- 
ing. The Gaoler, contractor, or whoexer lie was — a native, 
assured me that the prisoners' were not fed by scale, but ac- 
cording to what one rupee and 4 annas per prisoner per mensem 
would purchase in the Bazaar, no matter how prices might 
xary at different seasons ! There were fourteen (14) prisoners 
in the Gaol undergoing sentence, thus between them they 
had the very liberal sum total of sixteen (1(5) ounces of fish 
and vegetables, or one (1) ounce, two (2) drams and (4) grains 
per man per diem ! ! Intramural labor was not practised, 
and 1 therefore presume to think that the prisoners were fed 
outside the Gaol by charitable persons or friends, or cor-* 
tainlv they would very soon have starved on such a diet. 
They would probably have died of “ famine fever” or by what- 
ever name the disease might have been called. 1 see from Dr, 
Planck’s (late Inspector General of Prisons in British Burma) 
Report, dated Rangoon, 4th August 1 80s, page 190, para 
312 that, his statement of expenditure for Prison and Hospi- 
tal diet in this Gaol, no charge is entered for oil for 1867-08. 

jp fuel thcrefojv that the prisoners did not receive during 
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any portion of that year, a particle of this most necessary 
article of food is incontrovertible? 

i — 000 

II.-BIRTH8 <Sc DEATHS, 1B08. 

1. The following is a list of the Reports and Returns 
R«port« and Return* which have been submitted. 

ARAKAN DIVISION— AKYAB. 

1. Civil Surgeon’s Memo. 

2. Magistrate’s Returns — Four. 

KYOUK PHYOO. 

3. Assistant Commissioner’s Letter. 

4. Medical Officer’s Report. 

5. Ditto. Returns — -Four. 

SANDOWAY. 

G. Officiating Deputy Commissioner’s Letter> 

7. Medical Officer’s Report. 

8 Ditto. Returns Four 

— (too 

PEGU DIVISION— RANGOON. 

'9. Magistrate’s Remarks on Civil Surgeon’s Report* 

10. Civil Surgeon’s Report. 

11. Magistrate’s Reiurns — Four. 

BASSEIN. 

1 2. Deputy Commissioner’s Remarks on Civil Surgeon’s 

Report. 

13. Civil Surgeon’s Report. 

14. Ditto. Returns — Four. 

MYAN-OUNG, HENZADAH, KYAN-GYEEN AND ZALOON. 

15. Medical Officer’s Report. 

16. Assistant Commissioner’s Returns — Sixteen. 

PROME. 

17. Deputy Commissioner’s Remarks on Civil Sur- 

geon’s Report. 

18. Civil Surgeon’s Report. 

19. Ditto. Returns — Four. 

30. Mr. White’s note on Civil Surgeon’s Report. . 
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SHWE-DOUNG. 

21. Civil Surgeon of Promts Report. 

22. Ditto. Returns— Pour. 

THAYETMYO. 

23. Assistant Commissioner’s Remarks on Civil Sur- 

geon’s Report. 

24. Civil Surgeon’s Report. 

25. Assistant Commissioner’s Returns — Four. 

TOUNGOO. 

26. Deputy Commissioner’s Remarks on Cjvil Surgeon’s 

Report. 

27. Civil Surgeon’s Report. 

28. Ditto. Returns — Four. 

-OOO 

TENASSERIM DIVISION— MAULMAIN, 

29. Magistrate’s Letter. 

30. Officiating Civil Si. rgeon’s Report, 

31. Magistrate's Returns Four. 

TAVOY. 

32. Deputy Commissioner’s Report. 

33. Ditto. Returns Four. 

34. Medical Officf.r’s Report. 

• 35. Ditto. Returns- Four. 

MERGUI. 

36. Civil Surgeon’s Report. 

37. Ditto. Returns —Four. 

SHWE-GYEEN. 

38. ’ Deputy Commissioner’s Remarks on Civil Scr* 

geon’s Report. 

39. Civil Surgeon’s Report. 

40. Ditto Returns — Four. • 

2. No alterations have been made during the year in the 

Old Forms »ttu m Rorised Registration Returns of the Province. 
Returns uudsr consideration. ^ New forms are very desirable and the 

revision of those now in use is under the consideration of the 
{Sanitary Commissioner with the Government of India. 
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3. The new returns should be extended to the district 
The importance of extending the as well as? to all large towns. This is 
weii as to urban populations. important, as then, not only would 

the healthiest parts of the country be made apparent,, but they 
would disclose the comparative state of health between the 
Urban and Rural communities, and draw our attention to 
special causes of sickness affecting either section of the popu- 
lation. 


4. The result of the registration of Births and Deaths 
in the 17 large towns of the Province 
are given in the four following Re- 


Re turns of Registration for 1868 

turns : — 


A. — Exhibits the Births in the 17 large towns' during the year. 

B. — Exhibits the Deaths in the same towns according to Race. 

C. —Exhibits the Deaths from all causes according to Race. 

D. — Exhibits the Deaths at various ages among the several Races. 

5. The nomenclature of diseases adopted in the above 

original ample i u t «r «.„,«,«» of returns is inos t arbitrary. When re- 
deaths departed from gistration was first established a very 

simple list of well known causes of deatli was given as a 
guide. From year to year, save in Rangoon and a few other 
stations the original instructions have been departed from un- 
til “de mal e/i pis ” — several of the returns are greatly compli- 
cated. 

6. Some of the figures in the several returns, as figures, 

Greater care ncccauy in collect- may very possibly come near the 
ing statistic* truth, but for purposes of statistics 

greater care in the management of the registers is very ne- 
cessary. Beyond the Birth and deatli rates, which they fur- 
nish, in some instances too favourable and in others tlie re- 
verse, it is impossible to make very much out of them. In 
future Medical Officers and Registrars will be directed to 
confine themselves to a few well known causes of death, and 
to ensure strict adherence to these in recording the mortality, 
instructions, with a list of diseases will be circulated from thb 
Office for the guidance of all concerned. 

7. Since writing tKe above paragraph I have received 

New lmt of diMUM for Hog!*™, copies of the Sanitary Commissioner’s, • 

with the Government of India, series 
aunt of in<u« of forms for- collecting the vital statis- 
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tics of the general population &c. He has recommended the 
following list of diseases and injuries as the headings under 
which all deaths should be registered : viz : — 

1 . Cholera. 

2. Small Pox. 

• 3. Fevers. 

4. Bowel complaints. 

5. Suicide. 

6. Wounding. 

7. Accident. 

8. Snake bite or killed by wild beasts. 

9. All other causes. 

These causes of death, given in this exceedingly simple list, 
are thoroughly understood by all classes, and as almost every 
Burman can read and write there will be no difficulty in re- 
cording the mortality under the correct headings. I shall 
adopt this list at once. 

8. The total number of deaths recorded in the chief 
towns during the year 1868 was 7,895. 

Total Death, and Bxrth« m The Births registered in the same, pe- 
1808 riod, were 9,300. 



General M out a lity. 

Births 

1. 

Akub 

547 ... 

... 721 

o 

Kyouk Phyoo 

103 ... 

90 

3. 

San do way 

65 ... 

... 115 

4. 

Rangoon 

1,849 ... 

... 1,384 

5. 

Basskin 

556 ... 

... 939 

6. 

Myanoung 

150 ... 

... 234 

h- 
/ . 

Henzadaii 

550 ... 

... 1,012 

8 . 

K.YANGHEEN 

149 ... 

... 212 

9. 

Zaloon 

172 ... 

... 216 

10. 

PllOME 

1,219 ... 

... 1.303 

11. 

Shwk Do cno 

388 ... 

... 654 

12. 

Thayetmyo 

265 ... 

... 3*7 

13. 

Tocngoo 

348 ... 

... 301 

14, 

Mallmain 

863 ... 

... 876 

15. 

*Tavoy 

292 ... 

... 420 

16. 

Mkrgui 

227 ... 

... 353 

17. 

Shwe Gyejss 

152 ... 

... 113 



Tenasserim.i 
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9. A comparison of the present figures with those for 
A comparison of returns with former former ydars is impossible. The Annual 

ream impossible. Vital Statistics of the Province have 

hitherto been tabulated for the official year, whereas the pre- 
sent returns are for the calendar year. 

10. The following tables show the total Births and 
ibtai Births and deaths according Deaths according to sex, as registered 

toaex ■ in each of the seventeen towns in the 

three Divisions of British Burma during the year 1868. 

MIKTIIS. 


Births. 
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nx 


Deaths 

I Akyab . c 7!7 

| Kyonk Pliyoo ... 

Sandoway 

Tor\ii 


i Rangoon 
' llasscin ... 

My on Oung 
Hcnzadah 
Kvangheen 
Zaloon ... 

Promo. . 

Sliwd Doling 
Thayetmyo 
! Toungoo 

I Tor vl 



Males. 

| Females, j Total. 


315 


5ir^ 


58 

! 45 

103 

40 

25 

63 - 

, +13 ' 

‘ 302 

. 715 


Males. 

1 Females. 

Total. 


1,087 

i 762 

1,849 " 


31G 

240 

556 

I 81 

i 66 

150 

' 288 

! 262 

530 

. 75 

74 

149 


81 

91 

172 


644 

1 375 

1,219 


202 

1K0 ! 

388 


140 

1 125 , 

265 

20 1 

1 U7 

348 


3,118 

|_ 3,528 J 

5,646 


Males. 

1 Females. 1 

Total. 


| Maul main 
i Tavoy 
i Mergui ... 

| SlxwS Gyeen 

i Total 

Grand Tot vl 


522 

‘ 141 

863 

157 

135 

292 

124 

1 103 

227 

72 

. 80 

152 

875 

j 659 

~ 1,534 

4,106 

3,489 

7,895 


x 


• 1 1 . The total Births in the three Divisions of the Pro- 


Total' Births m Divistons vince registered in the year was: — 

Males. Females. 

Ararat .107 419 

Pegu 3,490 3,122 

Tenasserim ... 923 839 


Total 4,920 4,380 


12. The total Deaths in the same Divisions and for 

Total Deaths m Divinion* the SRIHC period WftS : 



Males. 

females. 

Aeakan — 

413 

302 

Pkcr’ — 

3,lls 

2,328 

Tenasserim ... , 

87.) 

639 


Total 4,4U6- 

3,489 
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13. The increase therefore which has taken place in the 
. population of the seventeen principal 

Increase of Urban population r ..\ , , , . , r * 

cities and towns by natural causes was 
1,405; or, at a rate of 4.7 per mille. The following table 
illustrates the particulars of this increase, . and at the same 
time, if the figures are correct, draws attention to the very 
unsatisfactory state of the health of the inhabitants in some 
of the localities. 


Tow ns. 

Population. 

• 

i 

Births Deaths 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Ratio of 
Births 
per 1.000. 

Ratio of 
Deaths 
per 1,000. 

Akvab 

10,7 13 

721 

547 

1 

17 1 

i 

15.7 

1 

34 7 

Kjouk Phyoo 

3,690 

00 10.1 


13 

24 3 

\ 27 9 

Sandoway 

2,3-53, 

115 

65 

30 | 


, 48.$i 27.6 

Rangoon 

73,695 

1,381 

1,819 

1 

465 

1 19 

25 4 

Bassem 

J 8,530 

939i 55 0 1 383 . 


50.61 30. 

Aryan ()ung 

3,829 

234 

I 130 84 

• 

40 1 

25.7 

Henzodali 

11,551 

1,012 

550 

102 1 


69 5 

37 7 

Kyanglieen 

7, 675i 

212 

1 19 

k 03 1 


27 0 

i 19 4 

Zdloon 


21o 

172 

41 1 


72.2 

! 57.5 

Prome 

. 25,095 

1,303, 

1,219 

81 


5 19 

48.5 

Shw6 Doung 

9.945 

(55 1 

388 

266 j 


65 7 

39. 

Thayetmyo 

8,474,1 

3571 

265 

92 ; 

1 

42.1 

31.2 

Toungoo 

1 1,588| 

301, 

318 

1 

17 

25.9 

30. 

Maulmam j 

G4,r,12| 

876 

863 

13 I 


13.5 

13.3 

Tavoy ’ 

14,518 

420i 

292 

128 1 

1 

28.9 

20.1 

Mergui » 

9,535 

353 

227 

126 | 

I 

37. 

23.8 

Shwe Gyeen 1 

i 

7,377 

i 

113 

i 

152 


39 j 

15.3 

20.6 

Total. 

r 295,229|” 

973001 

7,8951 

1,969 

564| 

31^5 

26.7 


14. Taking the population as rendered in these returns 

we find the millesimal Birth and 

Millesimal Birth and Death rated Death rates for tllO Seventeen cities 

and towns to be as follows. 

Births ... ... 31.5 

Deaths ... ... 26.7 

15. In the absence of a census since 1861, and of any 

means of estimating the annual incre- 
iatton 8 u notk^^ nt of Ur1 * n popu ' merit of inhabitants in the above 

towns, these figures have little value. 
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We know that a very considerable increase has taken place 
to our population generally, by immigration from surrounding 
countries, and that a largo parfc of the influx lias settled down 
in our chief towns. From official returns from the interior, 
the rural augmentation can bo readily calculated, but in 
towns no such authentic details are available and it is there- 
fore next to impossible to compute Urban populations. 

16. If a percentage of 3.5 births and 2.30 deaths; or, 

„ . 35. and 23. per 1000 respectively are 

, considered fair millesimal rates, the 

P resent returns exhibit a very unsatisfactory state of tilings, 
cannot believe in the Birth rates for — 


Akyab 45.7 

Sanpoway 48.8 

Bassein 50. 6 

Myan-Oung 40.1 

Hknzapah 69.5 

Z a loon 72.2 

Prome 51.9 

Smvr, Douno ... '65.7 

Tiiayktmyo 42.1 


These figures are too favorable. They point to incorrect es- 
timates of the total number of inhabitants in each town rather 
than to undue registration. Knowing the difficulty experi- 
enced in most countries all over the world, of ascertaining 
officially a true birth rate, I am decidedly of opinion that the 
annual increment to our Urban populations in certain positions, 
of which the above occupy a prominent place, has out-stripped 
our knowledge of the actual increase, and the high birth rate 
is to be accounted for by assuming the old census of ten years 
ago as a basis of calculation. Yet, if l admit this, and raise 
the populations to more correct estimates I make the death 
rate tell another tale more difficult of explanation : and, altho’, 
where the deaths have increased they have been counter- 
balanced by additional births, above the average, in a large 
number of the towns, as the figures stand, 1 must discard 
them as unreliable. The rates given for — 

Kyouk Phyoo ... 24.3 

Rangoon 19. 

Kyaxuhkkx 27.6 
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Tounooo 23.6 

Maulmain 13.3 

Shwe-Gyeen 15.3 


1 7. In the following towns the death rates are too 

high. They indicate the presence of 

High death rate in certain towns - . * / T , <■ . * ,t 

Epidemics, Endemics, or some other 
unusual cause of unlioalthiness. These points I intend to exa- 
mine when I come to treat of each town separately. 

Akyab 34.7 

Bassein , 30. 

Hlnzaimii 37.7 

Gaboon 37.3 

Proml 48.3 

Sum, Douse, 3!). 

T HAY El mi o 31.2 

Tounooo 30. 

Kyangheen, 19.4 ; Maulmain, 13.3 ; Tavoy, 20.1 ; and Shwb 
Gyeen 20. G are too satisfactory to be worthy of very much 
credit. The figures for Kyouk Phyoo 27.9 ; Sandoway 27.6; 
Rangoon, 25.4, and Mergui 23.8 may be approximately cor- 
rect, but then their accuracy will not altogether boar testing. 

Rangoon has a large floating population consisting of 
coolies generally single men, and the low birth rate may un- 
doubtedly be affected by this ; but that there are a large 
number of births which occur jn the town and are not regis- 
tered 1 believe to be equally true. Akyab is also a great la- 
bour market, but hero the coolies do not regain all. the year 
round. The birth rate in this station is 43.7, but no explana- 
tion has been given of the probable cause for so large an 
'increase. In Rangoon so long as the sailor classes, coolies 
and boatmen predominate the birth rate will continue to 
remain below the average. 

18. I shall now proceed to analyze as far as the returns 

will admit the causes of the excess of 
c-iuses of oicom of mortivhty mortality in the seventeen towns se- 

parately; and, to facilitate my description, I subjoin a table 
showing the total deaths from the principal Zymotic diseases, 
and accidents, which have taken place in each. Before doing 
so however, 1 must mention that I have had opportunities of 

6 
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personally examining in detail the -Rangoon registers, which 
enable me to give much fuller particulars of our chief town 
than of any other. 


Names of Towns. 


£ 

U* 

Cholera. ! 

►4 

m 

i 

o 

— 

Ph 

o 

*o 

'B 

m 

sf 

3 

i 

i 

ti 

l! 

n 

218 

1 

o 

55 



15 


56 



13 





44 



l 





| 785 

7 

102 

69 



17 


104 

18 


64 

3 


5 

2 

i 4i 

3 


33 



3 

1 

1 123 

6 

U 

32 



4 


1 51 

13 

1 

1 




1 

2 


| 42 

33! 

1 




1 

1 180 

50 

39 

i 81 


ii 

4 

1 

53 

10 

1 

32 


51 

2 


I 70 


15 

7 

l 

41 

5 

2 

86 

27 


i 46 

3 

3i 



216 

13 

3 

134 

2 

1' 

3 


120 



77 


I 

1 


93 



1 

33 





99 



22 


1 



. i 








2,3831 
; 1 

183 

206 

700 

8 

15 

61 

7 

t 


o> 

1 

% 


$ 

o 

E-4 


1. Akyab ... 

2. Kyouk Phyoo. 

3. Sandoway... 

4. Rangoon.... 

5. Bassein 

6. Myauoung. 

7. Henzadah... 

8. Kyan-ghccn 

9. Zaloon 

10. Promo 

11. Shw6-doung ... 

12. Thayetrnyo... 

13. Touiigoo 

14. Maulmain 

15. Tavoy 

16. Mergni 

17. Shw6-gyeen ... 


Total. 


256 

34 

20 

869' 

360| 

69j 

3411 

80| 

96 

863 

285 

160i 

183| 

491 

94| 

101 

30| 


4,332 


547 

103 

65 

1,849 

556 

150 

550 

149 

172 

1,219 

388 

265 

348 

863 

292 

227 

152 


7,895 


This return exhibits the total mortality in the seventeen 
towns, as I have said from the most fatal diseases. I am sor- 
ry that I am unable to shew the monthly increase and de- 
crease, annual returns only having been forwarded to my 
office. « 

19 . 


Akyab town. 


No reports have been furnished * from Akyab, 
I3*oth the Magistrate and Civil Sur- 
geon were relieved before notice could 
be given them that reports and returns were required for the 
Calendar year. 


The death rate was 
Fever rate 
Bowel complaints 


...34.7 per mille. 
...13.8 do. 

... 3.4 do. 


One case of cholera is recorded, but the date is not given. 





BRITISH BURMA 


43 


Fevers and bowel complaints caused more than half the 
total mortality. These two diseases distinctly point to defec- 
tive drainage and water supply. ’ 

The rates of deaths under 5 years of age to total deaths 
was: — 

Male ... 4.3 per cent. 

Females ... 4.0 do. 

The birth rate ...45. 7 

Both this and the death rate are obviously untrustworthy. 

20. KYouK-Pmoo : - * 

The death rate was ...27.9 per mille. 

The birth rate ...24.3 do. 

•v 

These figures [ cannot credit. The births are too low, 
while the deaths are too high, for a healthy town like this 
one is known to be. The registration cannot have been pro- 
perly supervised. 

Fevers and Bowel complaints caused frds of the total 
mortality, the rates for each being :- 

Fever ... 1.5 per cent. 

Bowel complaints ... .3 do. 

The rate of deaths at 5 years and under to total deaths 
being: — 

Maces ... 5.8 per cent. 

Females ... (5.7 do. 

21. Sandoway : - 

The death rate is set down at 27.6 per mille. 

Do. births 48.8 Do. 

Both these rates indicate that the census of the town has not 
been taken for a long time and that the annual increment to 
the population is not known. 

The bulk of the mortality was caused by fevers, or 1.8 
per cent of the total deaths. 

The ratio of deaths at 5 years and under to total deaths 

is: — 

Males 18.4 per cent. 

Females ... ... 10.7 Do. 
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22. Rangoon : 

< 

Returns Nos. I, 2, 3, 4, 3, 6, 7 and 8 are for the town of 

Return* vos i, a. s. 4 . to 8 ore for Rangoon only. The populations given 
the town of Ranioon oiuj f or each quarter are not exact, although 

they are as nearly correct as the Police Office can furnish. In 
framing these returns I have adhered to the new forms re- 
commended by the Sanitary Commissioner with the Govern- 
ment of India for the collection of vital statistics all over the 
country ; and my object in presenting them here, indepen- 
dently of their intrinsic value, is to show that they can, so 
far as our towns are considered, be made up readily enough 
from existing registers. If these forms are retained and the 
orders of Government are issued in time, I hope to be able to 
submit all Statistical Returns tor 1869 in accordance with 
them. 


The Death rate is 

25.4 

per mille. 

The Birth 

19. 

Do. 

Fever rate 

10.7 

Do. 

Cholera do 

.09 

Do. 

Small Pox 

1.3 

Do. 

Bowel Complaints, &c. ... 

9. 

Do. 

Fever caused very nearly half the entire 

mortality. 


Small Pox is endemic. 

The population of Rangoon is set down at 72,695 and 
the mortality is returned at 1,849, or 23.4 per mille. This is 
not a very high death rate, when the numerous causes at 
work, in the unhealthy quarters, destroying life are remem- 
bered. A ratio of 1 9 births per 1,000 is absurd. 

23. The two following returns set forth the chief inor- 

Return exhibiting the chief moit i 
lity in the Yambouqum Rot ituung 
and Pooroondoung ^uarteis 

doung, distributed monthly, according to sex and period of 
life; and ratios of deaths to strength and to total mor- 
tality. .From these figures we learn that the excessive mor- 
tality was due to preventible diseases, which it is in our power 
to remove. The knowledge of this is a great gain. We see at 
once what healthful improvements aro required and in which 
direction to apply them. 


tality in three oi the most unhealthy 
quarters of Rangoon, viz : Yam- 
bonquin, Botatoung and Poozoon- 



Poozoosdouxg. Botatoung. Yambonquin. 



Fevers 

Measles. 

Pholera 

Smallpox 
Other diseases 


16 1 IJIOJ 13 J 0jl2|17 ir»|1317 I2j 9| 159| 

3 3*iilo|l3|l.»!l2 , ]8! ellJfl'13 125 

4 4 8 8 $1 4 1 2 1 .. | ll ! 1 35 ^ 

• • • • I si. . . . j 3 3. 

. . 14 5l 2 2 3 1 ll 2l 5| 0 31 Z 

7 1 C 4 8 15,15 17 1!1 ,ll| 7 13,11 133 


.« 1 4 13 25 30 38|36, 33(41 . 18|21 27 31 327 22,930 466 


Total 


275 


Total Births. 
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The following Return exhibits the Deaths according to 
sex and period of life &c. &c;l 


Quarters. 

m Diseases. 

Total Deaths. 

Above 
5 YKARS. 

i . ! $ 

SIS 
SiS 
\ * 1 

Us 

3 Y1 

4 

£5 

1DER 

BARS. 

4 

1 

\ "5a 

1 
, ft 

•sg 
.2 3* 

n 

Ratio of Deaths 
per cent to total 
Deaths. 

1 

Population. 

♦ 

. 

Fovom 

107 

62 

1 

22' 12 

11 

12.3 

41 . 9 


5 

u 

Measles 

223 

* 

2 ! 10 

9 

2.6 

9.0 


a? 

Cholera 



■ 

1 




g 

o 

Small Pox 1 

K) 

1 

1< 

4 

4 

1 . 1 

3.9 


I 

Other Diseases 1 

115 

27' 

40 

29 

19 

13.3 

45.0 


>* i 

Total 1 

l 253 

02 ) 

63 

55l 

43] 

29.3 



■ 

i 

Fevers 

i i i 

1 851 00, 

20 

3 

2 

25 . 9 

53 . '4 


SB 

Measles 1 

1 1 








D 

o 

Cholera j 

! 1 

I . 


1 

0. 3 

0 6 

CO 

3 

Small Pox 

ii 



1' 

0.3 

; 0 ’ 6 

GN 

r-> 

o 

Other Diseases 

72, 

<)r 

26 

! 25 1 

121 

21 . 9 

45.2 


pq 





| 

1 





Total 1 

151)1 

70 

46 

29! 

14 

48. 4 



6 

Fevers 

123 

83 

21 

t| 

12 

11 . 3 

38. 2 


5 

Measles 

35 

8 

3 

10 

8 

3. I 

10.7 


§ 

Cholera 

3 

3 . 


1 


0. 2 

0 . 9 


§ 

Small Pox 

31 

101 

4 

101 

7 

• 2.8 

9.4 

*r-H 

i 

Other Diseases 

133' 

24 

54 


20 

9.5 

40*6 

H 

o 

a. 

Total | 

:?27l 

330, 

82 

ost 

47 

29. 5 




24. The death rate for the three quarters is 32 3 which 

Death ratoH in Yembonquin, Bo- i» exceedingly high. The ratio of 
tatoun K andPo«oond.m„ K . deaths per cent at o years oi age 

under to total deaths in the same localities, is 34.5; and in the 
proportion of the sexes of 1 00 males to 7 5 females. The popula- 
tions of the three quarters decreased in the year by 275 per- 
sons. We have no very satisfactory means of determining 
the annual increment these positions receive by immigration, 
but from the figures in the return b it is apparent, that should 
their total strength and death rate continue as at present, the 
whole of the inhabitants would be removed in a space of 83 
years, instead of probably doubling tHemselves by natural 
causes alone in the same period. 

25. Returning now to form No. 1 for the town we 
find that the two quarters “ Alongyua” and “ Myatada” 
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have beeen equally unhealthy ^during the year with the 
three I have given in detail.' Their insanitary condi- 
tions are the same, and in all’, tho bulk of the mortality 
}}as resulted from diseases of the Zymotic class. 'The high 
caum of tho h'/ii millenary do uh millessimal death ratos from Fevers 
ate* ii> certain quo u™ (which in my opinion aro not of a 

purely malarious origin) measles, and small pox, notwithstand- 
ing the almost entire absence of cholera, are dua to the pre- 
ventive causes mentioned in the body of my health report, 
viz: low lying and swampy ground, bad ivater, worse conser- 
vancy and overcrowding. . 


The ratio of deaths at 5 years and under to total deaths 
in Rangoon, is : — 

Males ... ... 13.1 

Females ... ... 12.3 


26. The deaths of 1 49 women are recorded under the 
head of “Child Birth”, or 19.5 per 


Deaths id child Birth 


cent of the total Female mortality. 
This is a very high death rate, and the Civil Surgeon sug- 
gests as a remedy the establishment of a Lying-in- Hospital, 
and the Magistrate proposes that, respectable native women 
shodtd be taught midwifery. From my pen I am aware this 
Administration desires an expression of opinion on this vital 
question. I have had long experience of Burma, a doctor 
gets on anywhere with the natives and both duty and inclina- 
tion have led me to a very free intercourse' with the people 
of the country. 1 have invariably found that midwifery is 
not understood or scarcely understood by Burmesf women 
who are the only admitted accoucheurs. 


Their women' allowed freely to associate with males, 
have all the quickness and ready easiness which such an un- 
restrained state of society will naturally cause, but they have 
not advanced to that state of civilization where their medical 
men are professionally trained and would be placed confi- 
dence in, to overcome the diffidence of attendanco by a 
male on such occasiotfb. Burmese are a proud as. well 
as a sensitive race. If a Lying-in-Hospital, was opened 
it would be askancely looked upon — a suspicion would 
attach itself to the institution in their eyes as a provi- 
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siun only for unfortunates, apd any women the very poorest 
would not approach it. Again they have strong home affec- 
tions. They would rather die in bed in their own house with- 
out aid than be treated with the highest medical skill in a 
public Hospital. I speak of the people as I know them. 
Where a Lving-in- Hospital would I am sure be an almost 
useless institution to undertake, on the other hand, as I have 
said before, their females being of ready manner and intui- 
tively inclined to progress, could easily be induced to learn. 
I have on more than one occasion incidentally entered into 
conversation with their practising midwives. The readiness 
with which they lia\e seized upon suggestions made by me 
as to methods of treatment upon certain occasions, and there 
total absence of prejudice, makes me feel confident that the 
offer of tuition in this particular branch of medical science, 
would* at once bring forward many pupils eager for learning, 
advanced both by their own interests and the wishes of the 
.Burmese women generally, who are not feign to admit that 
their practice of accouchement is crude and barbarous 
when compared to what my descriptions to them have been 
of our advanced medical* science. They are accurate of re- 
mark too- for L have had mentioned tome that our European 
women do not appear to suffer so much when confined, and 
that death during such times is rare, and of course I always 
stated that this was from our superior skill. The statement 
has always been readily accepted, and if tuition was once of- 
fered, I have no fear of the result of the number, of applicants 
for learning. 1 need not say how great a good it would be 
to the ]|?#ople and with # the means so readily at hand, I can 
confidently recommend the adoption of the plan proposed by 
Captain Strover the Magistrate of Rangoon. 

27. The figures jiven in form No. 1 for the three un- 
healthy quarters of Rangoon, are apt 
aptu^uSiaid.^ to ^ n of Rang on to mislead. A few words of expla- 
nation are therefore necessary to a 
correct understanding of the same. The divisions of the town - 
shewn in the returns are those whieh^ave been laid down for 
municipal anl police purposes. They include therefore large 
areas which are not occupied. A return exhibiting the ave- 
rage population to space built over with houses would have 
at once pointed out the overcrowded situations. This I could 
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uot cull from the records and 1 have had no opportunity of 
obtaining the measurements in tifne for this report. 

28. The soil of these unhealthy quarters consists of 

pure river deposit, resting *on a sub- 
"* of mu am- stratum of laterite. In extent it is 
several miles in length, whilst it varies 
in breadth from a few hundred yards at Kemendyno on the 
extreme west, to over a mile at Poozoondoung, the eastern 
boundary of the town. 

I* hardly know what $o suggest to iinpro\e these un- 
healthy low lying quarters of Rangoon. Tlio labor of raising 
them to a healthful level above high spring tides, would be 
enormous, and would cost millions of Rupees. The Depart- 
ment Public Works are however doing their utmost. 

29. Bassein. — A census w;t« taken of tins town in ( >e- 

tober last ; and within the Magistrate’s 

Bassein town , , . , , . . , 

boundary the population is set down 

at 1 8,. 580. 

The birth rate is JiU.O per mille. 

The death rate is .‘30. do. 

The population was given last year* at 1 6,079. The in- 
crease 2,451 is considered by the Deputy Commissioner to be 
the result of natural causes, while the Civil Surgeon’ is unable 
to account for it satisfactorily in this manner. The census in 
my opinion is defective. *3 per cent is too high a death rate, 
and a birth rate of 5 per cent is evidently too favourable. 

The ratios of deaths from the following causes are: — 


Fever -5 7 per mille. 

Cholera 9 *do. 


Bowel complaints... 3. 4 do, 

Tf the strength of the population of Bassein bo raised to 
what I believe is a just average or about 23,000, the public 
health will be found to have been far from unsatisfactory. 
One great element, in Calculating the census of this town, has 
I think been overlooked, viz: the floating population. A very 
considerable body of coolies also immigrated into this town 
during the rice season. 
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The age return shews a ratio of deaths at 5 years and 
under to total deaths of: — 

TMalks ^6*S per cent* 

extensive drainage works are now under comtemplation for 
the* improvement of this district, and I anticipate excellent 
7 % esiilts to the health of the inhabitants when they are com- 
pleted. I have already alluded to this subject in my report. 

30. Mkwoi no: — The Birth rate is 40.1. per mille. 

The Death 25.7 ditto. 

I have all along held that the population of this rising 
town is estimated too low, and these figures support this 
opinion. 

The death rate from "Fever is ..4 7.0 per millc. 


(Tiolera \> ditto. 

Bowel complaints 5.7 ditto. 


The principal mortality was due to finer and bowel complaints. 
They -caused together 40*3 per cent of the total deaths. The 
Sanitary condition of this town is given in my special Report 
to be found in the Appendix. 

The ratio of deaths under 5 years of ago is:— 


Mw.ks 7.0 per cent. 

Fkmalks 7.3 ditto. 


31. HraviMii: -This town is Raid to contain a popula- 
of 1 1,551 souls only, but I am satis- 
ih >MHilh Uvm tied that this estimate is very f&r from 

correct. At my visits judging from comparison, X have com-, 
puted the stationary , population to he at least 18,000. The 
floating population again is very large indeed. If we allow 
0,000 for the regular boatmen, fishermen and others who are 
generally married, and who live in their boats or consider Hen- 
zadah their home, the rates on 27,000 would stand thus:— 

Birth rate 37 per mille. 

Death rate 20 ditto. 

These figures ai e # certai?ily flnourable, and T am inclined to 
thiuk that they are not far out. llenzadah has always been a 
healthy towu/a^d to my mind the registration is much nearer 
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accuracy than the 14,551 given as the actual stronjftli of popu- 
lation. • 

The death fate from Fever on the old census is: 

* 

* .8.4 per mille 

Cholera ... ... 0.4 ditto 

Small Pox ... ... >3.0 ditto 

Bowel Complaints ... 2.1 ditto 

I am inclined to credit the genuineness of the totals gi- 
ven in the return C. for this town, although I am nut prepared 
to accept the nomenclature# of the causes of death. Moung 
Kyaw Doon, the Kxtra Asst. Commissioner not only dis- 
plays a commendable spirit in the work of registration, but 
lias done much good in explaining to the people the value of 
these statistics. He lig* personally taken very great pains to 
render me correct figur* 

The ratio of deaths at 5 years and under to total deaths, is 
Males ... ... 22.1 per cent. 

Females ... ... 21.0 ditto 

32. Kyanuiikkn : 

The birth rate is 127*0 per mi lie. 

The death rate I 0. i do. 

Altho’ in good proportion to each other, those figures are un- 
worthy of acceptance. Kyangli eon is a healthy town and 1 
know that considerable pains have been taken in collecting 
truthful statistics. The only way, therefore, to reconcile 
matters is to believe that the population has been over esti- 
mated'. 

The death rate from the principal diseases, is ; 

* Fever ... * ... 0.(5 per mille. 

Cholera. ... ... 1.1) do. 

The percentage of deaths to total deaths under 5 years 
of age is: - 

Malks ... ... 10.(5 per cent, 

v Females' ... ... 0.3 do. 

33. Zaloon : — 

The birth rate is 72.2 per mille. 

The death rate 57.5 do. 
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Those figures are of course absurd but to the want of a pro- 
per census the discrepancies must be ascribed. 

The death rate from fever, is : 14.0 per mille. 

Ditto do. Cholera 11.0 do. 

33 persons are said to have died of Cholera, but no particulars 
are given. There is no Medical Officer at Zaloon, the statis- 
tics being entirely collected by native Officials. During last 
rains T visited Zaloon ; the town was then flooded. This 
most probably was the cause of the outbreak of Cholera which 
occurred. 

The* ratio of deaths under •> years of age to total deaths: 


Muxs 

. . . 

L7.4 

per cent. 

FlMAI.li 

• 


do. 

Phomi, • 


• 


. Tlu- tlentli 

rate is 

5 per 

milk*. 

Tin* biitli 

do. 

.) 1 . 1) 

do. 

F<*\ <*r 

do. 

7.1 

do. 

Chok'iii 

do 

l.!> 

do. 

Small Pox 

do. 

1 ..) 

do. 

Dowel Complaints 

:i.2 

do. 


The diseases which caused the excess of mortality are pre- 
ventable, and the sanitary works and appliances to remove 
them are now receiving attention. Prome is built in its 
greater part on the delta formed by the confluence of the 
Narweing creek and Irrawaddy river. Jt is surrounded on 
throe sides by hills and by swamps 6n the fourth. Its natural 
position therefore is an unfortunate one, and the artificial 
measures required to overcome these obstacles to free ventila- 
tion and other equally hurtful insanitary conditions must 
necessarily be extensive, of a costly nature and take time in 
their execution. Such a work as the filling in of the old moat 
is of this description; and the work is l am happy to say 
progressing as rapidly as possible. 

The rates of deaths under j years to total deaths, is 

Males 13.3 per cent. 

Females ... ... ... 12.7 dittos 

35. Silwe-Dovnu : — The population of this tovtn is 

atftted to be 9,945. 
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The birth rate is... 

03.7 

per mille, 

The death rate ... 

39.0 

ditto. 

Fever ... \ . . 

5.3 

ditto. 

Cholera 

1.0 

ditto. 

Small Pox ... 

0.1 

ditto. 

Bowel complaints ... 

3.2 

ditto. 


Shwb Doung is situated on the same side of the river as 
Prome ( left bank ) and at a distance of 9 miles only from it. 
Constant communication is kept up between the two towns, 
and epidemic and contagious diseases therefore, are easily 
spread from the one to the. other and generally appear con- 
currently in both ; but, the two communities suffer very dif- 
ferently. Shwe Doung onco described as the “ valley of the 
Shadow of Death ” is now a healthy town. The Sanitary im- 
provements effected bv Colonel David Brown, the Deputy 
Commissioner have borne ample fruit. 

The birth and death rates are high, and incredible. They 
indicate that the total strength of population, on which they 
have been calculated, is under-estimated. A correct census of 
our Urban population is very necessary. 

The ratio of deaths at 5 years and under to total deaths, 
is : — 

Males ... ... lO.h percent. 

Females ... ... I I . 5 do. 

30. Thaaetmyo : 

The Birth rate is 42.1 per mille. 

* The death rate 31.2 do. 

The number of the inhabitants in this town is entered in the 
returns at 8,474. Here again the census is either very much 
under-stated or some mistake has been made in the registra- 
tion. It is impossible to believe in these figures. 

The death rate from 


Fever, is 

Small Pox 

8.4 

per mille. 

1.7 

do. 

Bowol Complaints 

0.8 

da 


The ratio of deaths under 3 years of age to total deaths, 
is : 

Males ... ... ... 13.5 per cent. 

• Females ... ... ... 13.4 do. 
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37. Touxdoo: 

The estimated population* of this town was recorded last 
year as 9,048. This year it is given as 11, 088 . 

The birth rate, is ... 23.9 per mille. 

The death rate ... 30.0 do. 

The figures are evidently very inaccurate. Dr. Parker in his 
last year’s, report stated that a Native Doctor had been ap- 
pointed as registrar, and that he hoped “ a more correct esti- 
mate may be arrived at from the current year’s tables” this 
looked for improvement h .s not been realized, on the contrary 
the Native Doctor lias made a worse mess of the registration 
than ever. The population has increased by 1,940 persons 
during the year, and 1 presume by immigration, for by na- 
tural causes, ns given in the returns, it shews a decrease of 
47 in number. * 

The death rate from Fever, is ... 7.4 per mille. 

*Do. Cholera ... 2.3 do. 

Do. Dowel Complaints ... 3.9 do. 

These three diseases together caused about one half of the 
mortality. They are certainly preventible diseases. I have 
already submitted a special sanitary report on this station, 
and in it I have stated the sanitary changes, which seem to 
me desirable. 


I hope in future that the vital statistics in the town of 
Toungoo will be collected with greater care. 


38. 


Maulraaui tow n 


Maclmain: —Last year in calculating the strength 
of the population the troops were in- 
cluded. This year they have been 
very properly omitted. The actual number of inhabitants is 
now placed as 04,042, or 8.38 less than last year. T discredit 
this return. 


The death rate, is ... ... ... ... 13.3 

The birth rate ... ... ..." ... 13.3 

These fates, are manifestly too low. The year was unusually 
healthy and Maulmain is undoubtedly a healthy place, but 
who can believe in a death late in British Burma, or any- 
where else in the East, ot only 13.3 per mille . I am quite 
prepared to admit however, that the foreign coolies in Maul- 
fnain are single men, and that the foreign native women, to 
a large extent, lead the lives of prostitutes ; b\it what are the 
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numbers of these classes. Allowing a very wide margin I 
question if they reach a total stifength of 5,000. The remain- 
ing foreigners have settled dowA and are generally “ double 
men,” that is, they keep women if not actually married. I 
can quite understand also, that the birth rate in this town would 
not, as its community is now composed, reach a high figure, 
but this would not effect the death rate to tlxo extent repre- 
sented. Again, if Dr. Suffrein’s views are accepted, how are 
we to reconcile the very opposite rates given for Rangoon, as 
far as the deaths are concerned, Akyab and Bassein, all 
of which are similarly influenced by foreign coolie populations ; 
Rangoon and Akyab being the most important labour markets 
in the whole country. 


PoriLAITON. 


Bikth rate 


Death rate. 


Rangoon 

72,(595 

11). 0 

Akyab 

15,743 

45.7 

Bassein 

I 8,530 

50.(5 

Maulmaix 

(54,(5 12 

13.5 


25.4 per mille. 
34. 7 ditto. 

• 30.0 » ditto. 
13.3 • ditto. 


There are said to bo, composing the population in Maul- 
main 43,805 males and 20,837 females ; or, in the proportion 
of a little over two males to one female, which is palpably 
erroneous. From this alone l fear that the registration has 
not been sufficiently supervised. 


The death rate from Fever is 3.3 per mille. 

Cholera 0.2 ditto. 

Small Pox 0.04 ditto.* 

.Bowel complaints 2.0 ditto. 


Fever caused the bulk of the mortality, or 25.0 per cent of the 
total deaths. 


The ratio of deaths at 5 years and under to total deaths, 
is: — 

Males 4.(> per cent. 

Females 3.8 ditto. 

Dr. Suffrein remarks “this return (D) presents nothing calling 
for special remarks with the exception that the mortality of chil- 
dren between the ages o.f 1 and 5 years, is very high, the 
cause being doubtless, the mis-management of children, F 
have already alluded to, as being prevalent with Burmese 
mothers.” 
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39. Tavoy:— 


The birth rate is.‘ 28.9 

The death rate ‘... 20.1 


These figures are too low. Sufficient attention has evident- 
ly not been paid to registration. 

The death rate from fever is 8.2 per mille. 

Bowel complaints 5.3 ditto. 

The bulk of mortality was caused by fever." Bowel com- 
plaints and fever are the chief diseases met within this town. 

The ratio of deaths under 5 years of age to total - deaths, 

is: — 


Males 11.6 per cent. 

Females 6.8 ditto. 

40. Meroui^ — 

• The birthrate is 37.0 

The death rate 23.8 


these figures I think may be accepted as fairly correct. 

Here, as at Henzadah, the personal interest taken in the* 
collection of vital statistics, and the constant supervision exer- 
cised over registers by the district officer himself, has resulted 
in the submission of satisfactory returns. I particularly ob- 
serve that Captain Shepherd the Deputy Commissioner has 
adhered to the original simple list of the “causes of death,” 
which was circulated for the guidance of all officers, when the 
instructions for Urban registration were first issued. To 
this I must attribute much of the success which has attended 
Captain Shepherd’s labours. 

The ratio of deaths : — 

From Fever is ... 9.7 per mille 

Bpwel Complaints ... 3.4 do. 

These two diseases caused more than half the mortality, or 5o.O 
per cent. The ratio of deaths under 5 years of age to total 
deaths, is: — 

Males ... ... 6.1 j>er cent. 

Females ... ... s.3 do. 
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41. Shwe-Gheen : — 

• 

The birth rate is / ... ... 15.3 per millo 

The death do. ... ... 20.0 do. 

This town was very healthy during the year. TKe Deputy 
Commissioner Captain Watson and Mr. Cooper the Civil Sur- 
geon are indefatigable in their efforts to keep the town clean 
4 and healthy. I cannot however accept the above figures as 
accurate representations of the true state of things. The 
births cannot possibly have been correctly registered, the death 
rate is too low, ... ... 20.0 per mille 

Fever rate .•.. 12.0 do. 

Bowel Complaints 2.1) do. 

These two diseases caused the bulk of the mortality or. four- 
fifths ot the total deaths. 

The deaths under 5 years of age to total deaths, is — 

Males ... ... 5.2 per cent 

Females ... ... 7.2 do. 

42. Returning now to the four general Annual Returns 

13 Towns exhibit 'in mcroaso in fbl tllC whole I / toWIlS, A., B, C, & D, 

Births ovti Do iths w0 fj 1K i fj la ^ there has been an in- 

crease of births in 13 of those towns, while 4 show a falling 
off, especially Rangoon, which heads the list with no less a 
number than 465. I have pointed out however, that these 
figures cannot altogether be relied upon, as we do not know 
the correct number of inhabitants living in each town. The 
estimated strength of the population in each town, save 
Moulmein, Zaloon, Shwc-doung and Shwe-Gheen, as en- 
tered in the returns, show also an increase, but how this has 
been obtained is nowhere stated, with the exception of Bas- 
sein where a census was attempted last October: T would sug- 
gest that during this year a correct numbering of the people 
in all registration towns be made. The census in each town 
should be limited to the magistrate’s boundary, but must not 
include Cantonments. 

43. The total population of the seventeen towns, is. 

295,220. 

Total population of the 17 fcowns^ 

The birth rate 31.3 per mille. 

The death rate 2G.3 do. 

8 
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These figures, altho’ in my opinion, for reasons already 
stated, far from reliable may'*be considered satisfactory. 

The female births were in excess of the males in four 

towns only, namely, Sandoway, Myan- 
Female Mb. » of male oung> Saloon and Shwb-Gh 

The proportion of children born in the seventeen towns 
according to sexes, is as follows. * 

100 males to 88 females. 

44. The proportion of deaths of the sexes in the several 

Proportion of death* of sc \ os in 17 populations MTC find to be 1 
towns 



Males. 

Females. 


Ratio. 

Akyab 

315 

232 

100 

to 

8 

i 

Kyouk Phyoo, 

58 

45 

100 

to 

77 

Sandoway, 

40 

25 

100 

to 

62 

Kanooon, 

1,087 

7G2 

100 

to 

70 

Bassein, 

316 

240 

100 

to 

75 

Myan Oung, 

84 

66 

100 

to 

78 

Henzadaii, 

2.88 

262 

100 

to 

90 

Kyangheex, 

75 

74 

100 

to 

98 

Zaloon, 

bl 

91 

100 

to 

112 

Promk, 

644 

575 

100 

to 

89 

Siiwe Douxg, 

202 

186 

100 

to 

92 

Tiiyetmyo, 

140 

125 

100 

to 

89 

Tounooo, 

201 

147 

100 

to 

73 

Maulmain, 

522 

341 

100 

to 

65 

Tavoy, 

157 

135 

100 

to 

85 

Mergui, 

124 

103 

100 

to 

83 

Siiwe-Ghken, 

72 

80 

100 

to 

111 

45. The return C. 

shews the deaths 

from all 

causes 


during the year. The death rates 
from the principal diseases are : — 


Fever 

Cholera 

Small Pox... 

Bowel Complaints... 
These together caused 43?9 
they may all be said to be 
pre-eminently so. 


8.0 per mille. 

0.6 ditto. 

... 0. 6 ditto. 

... 2. ft ditto, 

per cent of the total deaths ; and 
preventible diseases, Small Pox 
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The deaths from fevers were 2,383 : It is at the com- 
mencement and termination of the South-West Monsoon that 
they prevail to the greatest extent. To lessen the mortality 
from this cause, the chief remedies are, deep drainage dipping 
woll into the sub-soil, ventilation and good potable water in 
abundance. In towns where these sanitary principles are at- 
tended to, wo notice that fevers at once decline in severity 
and fatality. 

46. In July Cholera was reported to be epidemic in 
ciioiora leportod cjndonmc m Man Mandalay the capital of Burma Pro 

dauy m July ibus per,, and subsequently a few cases ap 

poared in the chief towns on our lines of commercial traffic, but 
no where did it spread. 

* The ratio per mille of population of each city in which 
the disease was registered, is as follows; — 


Akyab 

06 

per mille- 

.Rangoon 

09 

do. 

Bassein 

9- 

do. 

Myanoung ... 

5 

do. 

Henzadaii ... 

.4 

do. 

Kyangiieen... 

... 1.9 

do. 

Zaloov 

... 11.0 

do. 

pROME 

1.9 

do. 

Siiwe Douno 

... 1.0 

do. 

Toungoo 

... *2.3 

do. 

Maulwain ... 

*2 

do. 


The dates of outbreak and disappearance of the disease in 
each district and town have not yet reached me. To obtain facts 
in connection with the appearance of first cases is most difficult 
Small Pox was spread over 7 towns. It was most se- 
vere in the months of March, April, and May; while it almost 
entirely disappeared in September. 

The percentage of deaths from this disease, is : — 


Akyab 

01 

per cent. 

Rangoon 

... ... .1 

do. 

Henzadaii ... 

... • • * . 3 

do. 

Prome 

• •• ... .X 

do. 

Shwe DcftJNG 

• . • . - . . . 0 X 

do. 

Tii \yetmyo ... 

... \.. .1 

do. 

Mallaiain ... 

004 

do. 
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About 3 per cent of the adult inhabitants in British Burma 
are totally unprotected, and I take my data from personal 
observations among the people themselves, and that collected 
from our prison population, the remainder are inoculated. All 
children under 5 years of age are also unprotected and it is 
among these that the greatest mortality occurs. An opportu- 
nity here arises of doing much good, and a properly constituted 
Vaccination Department would have a fair field for its operation, 
and would considerably tend to alleviate the present amount 
of suffering. 

47. Venereal diseases destroyed 35 persons; 33 males 

, and 2 females. These figures do not 

Voncroal disexso. « . n .t_ 

of course give the slightest idea of tpe 
extent of the curse in our towns — 70 persons, for instance, died 
of Rheumatism ; 90 per cent probably being Syphilitic : again, 
11 persons committed suicide, and Burmese usually poison 
themselves when suffering from severe venereal affections. ,T 
hope the Contagious Diseases A ct will soon be extended to all 
our large towns, inland as well as those on the seaboard. 

48. 52 Infants died of Tetanus. This disease is, in 

my opinion, the result of overcrowd- 
ing and bad ventilation. It is un- 
doubtedly a preventible disease. 

49* The deaths in child-bed registered in the 1 7 towns 
. v during the year, were, 1 96 ; or, a 

ratio of j.G per cent to total deaths 
among females. These figures can be accepted as approxi- 
mately true. 

50. The children born dead were 275 ; or a ratio of 

_ . . 17.4 per cent on total deaths under 

thildreji born dead w * 0 

.) yean* of age. 

According to the sexes, they were as follows: — 


Males ... ... ... 9.8 percent. 

Females ... ... ... 7.5 do. 

-and in the proportion of,- 

100 Males 'to 76 Females. 
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51. The return D is perhaps not entitled to much 
credit. fThe deaths however at 5 
years and under, are given, to total 
deaths as follows: — . 

Males ... ... ... 10.2 percent. 

Females ... ... ... 9.7 do. 

% 52. ( htr system of registration has now been under trial 

The people are u t , Radioed a^nrt for four years. The people of the 
registration country are not prejudiced against it 

and I have every reason to hope that, when the new forms 
are issued, with greater care in tho collection of the vital sta- 
tistics, satisfactory returns may be looked for. 

Note : — The data given in this report have been taken 
from the general forms A and B for the whole 1 7 towns of 
the Province. C and D cannot be made to tally with B, 
the forwarding officers having submitted their returns incor- 
rectly. I have therefore computed the totals as well as the 
figures will admit. 
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UAL FORJf Xo III. -Deaths registered from d.fcrent Causes in the different Quarters of Rangoon du, ing th ■ year 1868. 
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ANNUAL FORA£ No. IV.— Death* Registered according to AGE in the different Quarters of Rangoon during the year 1868. 
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'ANNUAL FORM -No., VI.— Death registered from SMALL POX in the different Quarters of Rangoo, 

during each month of the year 1868. 
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A XXV AL FORM No. VIII.— Deaths registered from Bow ex Complaints in the several Quarters of Rangoon during 

each, month, of the year 1868. 
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Form B. 

REGISTRATION Return of Death* %n the Province of British Burma, for 
the year ending 31** December 1868. Population 295,229. 


Months. 

Sex. 

Burmese. 

§ 

J 

.4 

i 

Karens. | 

I 

i 

3 

Natives of 

India. 

Other Races. J jj 

1 

1 

•a 1 

■g 

R E M A R K & 

, 

Males. 


24 

1 

3 

5 

41 

22 

386 


January 1868 .. < 

Females. 

219 

19 

>» 

1 

2 

12 

7 

260 


February i9 ... j 

Males. 

199 

17 


3 

9 

22 

17 

267 


Females. 

m 

12 

» 

2 

2 

14 

18 

250 


ir i_ I 

Males. 

303 

20 

>» 

5 

5 

18 

17 

368 


March „ ... < 

Females. 

241 

12 

>» 

3 

97 

7 

14 

273 


April „ . | 

Males. 

265 

13 


5 

8 

32 

23 

346 


Females. 

216 

17 

>> 

3 

* 

9 

13 

262 


M»y „ ... | 

Males 

286 

19 

2 

6 

13 

35 

20 

379 


Females. 

21G 

16 


2 

3 

14 

22 

283 


( 

Males. 

258 

13 


5 

15 

m 

23 

334 


June „ ... < 

Females. 

255 

13 

77 

6 

5 

8 

22 

305 


T 1 l 


322J 

i 32 

1 

3 

18 

18 

26 

420 


July „ ... 1 

Females. 

272 

17 

99 

4 

2 

11 

17 

323 


( 

Males. 

285 

34 


8 

m 

32 

19 

390 


August „ ...< 

Females. 

290 

26 

97 

1 

H 

D 

26 

359 


September,, ... | 

Males. 

276 

20 

79 

6 

H 

EH 

13 

364 


Females. 

238 

20 

97 

3 

2 

8 

13 

284 


( 

Males. 

259 

32 

1 

2 ! 

8 

47 

16 

364 


October ,, * * * i 

Females. 

238 

17 

99 

3 

1 

7 

E9 

276 


t 

Males. 

320 

19 

99 

1 

10 

34 

22 

406 


November „ ... < 

Females. 

242 

19 

% 

99 

2 

1 

13 

mm 

287 


( 

Males. 

280 

21 

2 

8 

7 

38 

26 

382 


December ,, ... < 

Females. 

273 

16 

99 

2 

2 

18 

16 

327 



Rangoon, 

Slit August, 1869. 


} 


A. J. COWTE, 
Sanitary Commissioner , 

British Burma. 
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Form 

REGISTRATION Return Shotting the Deaths at various ages among 

~ ending 31 *$ December 1868 . 


• 

* 

AGES. 

* 

Burmese. 

Arakanebe. 

Karens. 

1 

3 

Females. 

Total. 

4 

8 

Females, 

Total 

4 

8 

Females. 

Total 

Still Born 

129 

97 

226 

7 

4 

11 


... 

... 

'Under 1' Month 

202 

170 

372 

26 

24 

50 


... 

... 

do. 6 

a 

258 

219 

477 

22 

14 

36 

1 


1 

do. 1 Year 

134 

100 

234 

11 

16 

27 



... 

1 to 5 Years 

561 

545 

1106 

27 

27 

54 

... 


... 

5 to 10 

<• 

204 

206 

410 

18 

9 

27 

2 


2 

10 to 15 

tt 

83 

73 

156 

5 

15 

20 

2 


2 

15 to 20 

it 

112 

95 

207 

11 

6 

17 

... 

... 


20 to 25 

« 

167 

125 

292 

12 

10 

22 


9 

M 

25 to 30 

u 

179 

153 

332 

18 

6 

24 

1 

i 

|H 

30 to 35 

tt 

138 

121 

259 

21 

12 

33 

... 

1 

■ 

35 to 40 

a 

217 

163 

380 

11 

9 

20 

1 

... 

SB 

40 to 45 

*t 

98 

73 

171 

11 

10 

21 

... 


... 

45 to 50 

tt 

114 

82 

196 

11 

5 

16 

2 

P 

2 

50 to 55 

u 

85 

62 

147 

6 

3 

9 

... 


... 

65 to 60 

u 

100 

90 

190 

11 

6 

17 

... 


... 

60 to 65 

tt 

88 

91 

179 

11 

7 

18 

... 


... 

65 to 70 

tt 

104 

128 

232 

10 

8 

18 

... 


... 

75 and upwards 

143 

243 

386 

16 

13 

29 

1 

■ 



Total ... 

3,118 

053 

6,952 

m 

204 

469 

10 

HI 



Rangoon, 
31st August 1869 
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D. 

the setter tl Races tn the Province ot British Burma, during the gear 
Population 295,229. • 
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PCBLIf ' IIKALTH REPORT 


SANITARY INSPECTION REPORT. 

THAYETMYO, 

OOO 

Dated loth June 1868. 

Since visiting Thayetmyo, in 1860, it is pleasing to ob- 
serve that so much has been done to improve the health of 
the station. It being no part of my duty to report on the 
health of the Cantonment, I shall confine myself to the Sa- 
nitary state of the civil quarter, its population and Public In- 
stitutions. Much yet remains to be accomplished, and it is 
gratifying to note, that extended Sanitary measures are re- 
ceiving attention in this direction. There is nothing however 
immediately required to be done of such magnitude that a 
little energy on the part of those concerned, cannot readily 
overcome. 

2. Thayetmyo offers far greater facilities with its hard 
gravelly soil and natural and ample drainage fall, for the 
adoption of those modern appliances, which are the result of 
common seime, experience in fact, — and without which it is 
impossible that a town can bo considered in a good sanitary 
condition or its population placed in the most favorable posi- 
tion as regards health, than the towns and vilages of the 3>elta 
of the Irrawaddy. 

3. My inspection has been chiefly confined to the fol- 
lowing : — 

1. --“ Present state of the new Gaol, and fitness or 

otherwise for the reception of the Prome pri- 
soners.” 

2. - Sanitary state of the town. 

3. — Sickness prevailing. 

4. — Mortality. 

5. — Sanitary state of the Bazaar. 

6. — Condition of the Slaughter House (new.) 

7. — Court Houses. 

8. — Lock-up. 

!). Dispensary. 

1 0. — Vaccination. 
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4. My opinion on the state of the new Gaol has already 
been forwarded to you through the Commissioner of the Di- 
vision. 

m 

5. Sanitaiiy state op the Town. — Generally, the main 
street is clean. I cannot express myself so favourably of the 
other streets, the drains throughout the town have sufficient 
Fall, but require greater attention. The houses are clean, 
roomy and of a better class than is usually found in small sta- 
tions. A good many fine dwellings are in course of erection 
well separated from each other, and no better test could be 
found of the prosperity of the people than this ; money would 
seem to be plentiful. 

* 6. Water- -The well water is exceedingly hard, which 
is due I think to the use of lime in the construction of the 
masonry, and not so much to the proximity of limestone hills, 
or to the presence of Kunkur in the soil. The sandbank pre- 
vents people from obtaining sufficient water from the riven 
Good wells properly constructed could be sunk outside the 
town. 

Cesspools -Are the order of the day. There are no Pub- 
lic Latrines, there cannot be however, the slightest objection 
to their immediate adoption here, in suitable and convenient lo- 
calities. The town runs parallel to the river, and the people 
would not have far to go to them, if placed at the back. The 
plan of Latrine I would recommend for the town of Thayet- 
myo, is a modification* of the dry earth system. It is fhis, 
construct several boxes on small wooden wheels, run them 
together, in the required number on planks placed parallel, over 
separate pits, not one long pit. Tile earth from the pits should 
be thrown up in the rear and piotected with thatch to keep it 
dry. The Mhetcr in charge should be obliged to cover 
over each day’s accumulations once at least, morning and even- 
ing with a small portion of the earth, when the pits are nearly 
full others should be dug and the boxes removed, the old pits 
being now filled up completely. In this way a wholesome 
atmosphere could be preserved and cleanliness in the town 
enforced. 1 1 must not be supposed that any great expendi- 
ture of money is required for this plan of Latrine, nor will the 
pits fill up so rapidly as might at first sight be presumed. 

11 
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7. The beauty of the plan is its simplicity, and the rea- 
diness with which the wlioleVystem can be broken up put into 
detached privies, or removed bodily from place to place. To 
introduce the .Reverend Mr. Moule’s dry earth system, or 
even .Dr. Hathaway’s into a Burmese town is impossible. 
The objections to them arc obvious, and have been fully 'set 
forth in a previous report on the “ best plan of conservancy 
for Towns, &c. in Biitish Burma.” 

8. The inspection of the plan I advocate, when in full 
working order, would be a very simple matter, but it must be 
unflagging In the dry weather several of these latrines 
might be constructed on the sand bank in front of the town 
for the convenience of those living on the bank ot the river. 
No offensive smells could possibly arise if the simple directions 
I have given are followed. 1 would wish the Chief Commis- 
sioner to sanction the construction of one such Latrine for the 
town of Thayetmyo as an experiment. The plan is accepta- 
ble to the people and [ am com inced myself of its efficiency 
if properly looked after. 

9. Sickness Prevailing. There has recently been a 
slight outbreak of Small Pox in the town, but the rains have 
checked its further spread. The disease was imported from 
Promo where it is 1 believe epidemic. 

10. Vaccination.— -The Civil Surgeon, Dr. Rickard, 
states that the practice of Vaccination has ceased, and that he 
is sorry to be obliged to say that he considers the operations 
of the past cold season mpst unsatisfactoiy. 

11. Mortality. — The *total population is estimated at 
8,000 souls. The death rate for 1867-68, was 2 \ per cent., 
and the birth late 3 per cent. 

At present the town is lemarkably healthy. 

12. Bazaar. - The Bazaar is clean, well supplied appa- 
rently and very well attended ; some of the drains I should 
like to have seen cleaner. The meat and fish stalls are placed 
on the bank of the river; the articles exposed for sale were of 
good quality. I would suggest that the “ngapee” stalls also 
be placed outside the main buildings. 
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13 . New Slaughter House. -This is being constructed 
on a very good plan, but why it Has not been finished and in 
use long ago requires inquiry. The Assistant Commissioner 
informs me that it was commenced upwards of sir months 
since. The old Slaughter House has been condemned and the 
less said about it therefore the better. The new site has an 
excellent well in one corner of the* fenced-in-compound, con- 
taining abundance of good water. 

14. Court Houses.- -liequirc repairs. The roof in 
many places leaks and the whole is damp aud unhealthy. It 
has not been painted or white washed for years, consequently 
it is dirty. A properly constructed Latrine on the dry earth 
principle should be erected near the Courts, 'file present 
filthy mess in the vicinity might then to a great extent be 
avoided. 

15. Lock-up. -This building is condemned and that is 
about the only good thing which can be said of it. At pre- 
sent there are ten prisoners locked up in it, and* T would sug- 
gest therefore that the place he white- washed and the wains- 
coating be tarred ; moreover some ventilation near the floor is 
necessary. A little water now and again also would not do any 
harm to the floor itself. Annual repairs to Public buildings 
would appear unattended to, judging from what I see around 
me. I certainly should say that this Lock-up has never been 
white-washed since it was constructed. 

16. Dispensary. - The place was dirty and the Latrine 
filthy, the latter has not been constructed on the dry earth 
system, which to mo is unaccountable. The seats are built of 
masonry containing lime ; 1 have addressed the Civil Surgeon 
on this subject : there was no lavatorv that 1 could discover. 

ooo — 

SANITARY INSPECTION REPORT. 

- PROME DISTRICT- POUNGDAY. 

1. Sanitary condition of the Town. 

2. Sickness prevailing. 

3. Mortality. 

4. Bazaar. 

5. Slaughter House. 
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* 6. Thannah. 

7. Public Latrines. 

8. Water supply. 

' 9. Court House. 

10. Drainage. 

11. Hoads. 

• % 

Town. — The town is well laid out and the new Govern- 
ment road to Tarpoon and Zingoung runs through the centre 
of it. The houses are good and built well apart from each 
other. There is no want of ventilation. 

2. Sickness. — F evers and a slight outbreak of measles. 

3. Moriality. — There is no Registrar of Births and 
Deaths in tins town, it is impossible therefore to obtain ac- 
curate information as to the state of the Public Health. Tt 
is vaguely described as good. The system of registration 
might be extended to Poungday, now that an Assistant Com- 
missioner is stationed there. 

4. Bazaar. — The Government Bazaar has not yet been 
commenced, - Captain Furlong says that a Bazaar will pay 
well. The miserable shanties, composed of bamboos and 
thatch, now in use, are kept as clean as it is possible to 
keep them. 

5. Slaughter Hoi se. -Cattle are slaughtered in this 
town every day. Shambles on the Thayetmyo plan should 
be erected. 

6. PoiicL Than <hh. - Clean. 

7. Public Latrines. —There are none, they should be 
erected on the low ground on the west side of the town. 
The plan suggested in my Thayetmyo report would answer 
best. 

8. Water Supply. — Water is obtained from wells situa- 
ted to the Northern extremity of the town and to the East; 
the Government wells seven in number, having been chiefly 
sunk to the West of the town, contain impure water, the drain- 
age and percolation flowing in that direction. These should 
be closed and new ones constructed to the eastward. They 
are urgently required. Among Phongyee Kyoungs to the 
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north of the town there is a large tank. Sanction was given 
to expend 5,000 rupees, I understand for Sanitary improve- 
ments in Poungday: the whole sum was thrown away in 
deepening this tank, but why, no one can inform me. The 
earth was not wanted, as it still remains heaped up on either 
side of the tank. The people do not, and I believe never did 
use the water. - I think the subject should be inquired into. 

# 9. Court House. — Clean. 

10. Drainage. — Superficial drains exist, but they are 
of very little use as they a/e constantly being clogged with 
.vegetation, masonry drains alone will stand m this country. 

11. Roads. — A very good road has been formed by the 
Assistant Commissioner, Lieutenant Furlong, intersecting the 
main street or highway. It admits of a free circulation of 
air, and allows the more densely populated portion of the 
town to be drained ; the construction of a similar road, further 
south, is in contemplation, and is greatly needed as a sanita- 
ry measure. Lieutenant Furlong oftly awaits the accumula- 
tion of sufficient ’funds to commence operations. 

12. T beg to draw the attention of the Chief Commis- 
sioner to the state of the Poungday road. That section of it 
from Engmah to Poungday, a distance of ten miles only; is im- 
passible, although it has been under construction for upwards of 
11 years, The want of a good road in this direction not only 
retards communication, but cultivation also, and keeps the 
progress and prosperity of the people in this rich district in a 
backward state. 


000 

ENGMAH. 

1 3. Kodok. — This village has made no advancement since 
I visited it seven years ago ; the people are squalid and sickly. 
Fevers and large spleens are common. The hamlets do not 
appear to have increased in size. I allude to those situated 
round about the Engmah swamp ; this swamp is shallow and 
might be drained by removing certain obstructions of no great 
extent (chiefly gravel strata) in the bed of the Myit-ma kat- 
chyoung, its outlet, and by perhaps, cutting an additional chaii- 
nel also, into the Lo-tho-chyoung or some of its swampy feeders 
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near Prome. This swamp is now a large lake some 15 to 20 
miles round. It forms the hdad waters of the Hlyne River. 

14. 1 1 is a question of some importance, whether it would 
not be more profitable to reclaim this large area of arable land 
and place it under cultivation, thereby improving the health 
of the people and inducing others to settle, than to remain 
satisfied with the paltry annual income of a little over 2000 
rupees which is obtained by the sale of the fisheries and 
leaving things as they are. 

15. In addition to the want of water way, in the 
absence of sufficient and suitably situated bridges from the* 
north side of the Poungday road, there lias lately been con- 
structed a large brick culvert at one side of the Myit-ma-kat 
nullah, whereby its width has been reduced two thirds; con- 
sequently what little cultivation did exist to the north of the 
road is becoming Hooded and therefore abandoned. 

- ooo- 

PROME 

1 . — Gaol. 2. - Sanitary condition of tlie town . 3. —Sick- 

ness 2> reVi ™ 'h }} 9 • 4 . — Mortu f i ty. 5. - -7 )ispensu ry. 6 . — G o- 
vernment Sch >ol. 7. — Bazaar, (a.) — Prome Town, (h.) — Sin- 
zoo. (c.) — Nawing. 8 .--Slaughrer House 0 . — Water sup- 
ply. 10. — Drainage. 11. — Public Latrines. 12. — Grave 
Yards. 13. —General Remarks. 

1. "Gaol. — Clean and prisoners healthy. Latrine clean. 
Dry earth system in use, but the masonry constructed with 
lime. 

2. Sanitary Condition of Town. —The Town is well 
laid out, the streets are wide and numerous, the houses a fre 
well built; but the roads are unfinished, and are neither 
metalled nor drained. The town is pretty clean generally. 

3. Sickness prevailing. — Fevers, Small Pox, and Mea- 
sles are causing considerable mortality; the returns of deaths 
for last month, from the latter dispases alone, shewed 13.6 
and 25 respectively. The practice of vaccination ceased with 
the setting in of the rains ; three good Assistants are required 
in this town during the cold season. Dr. Mac Donald, the 
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Civil Surgeon, says, that with Ruch help he might hope to 
check the further spread of SSnall Pox. I agree with him 
and would recommend the subj'ect for favorable consideration; 
the sanitary improvements which are now being 5arried out 
must 1 educe miasmatic diseases to a minimum of severity. 
The swamps in and around Prome, which are, there is lit- 
tle doubt, the true originators of this class of diseases are to bo 
filled up. Thus one great, source of serious sickness will have 
been goi, rid of. 

4. Mortality. — The population is set down at 23,420, 
the ratio of deaths being tbr the past year 49. GO per 1000. I 

•cannot accept the 23,420 as an accurate estimate. I feel con- 
fident that were a census taken, the population would be found 
to exceed 30,000 in number, this of course includes the suburbs. 

5. Dispensary. — Clean : the privies were tolerably clean, 
lime here again, lavs been used in their construction. This 
Hospital is situated at too great a distance from the town. 
The people complain of this. 1 1 is not attended therefore as 
it should bo. 

6. Government School. Clean; there is no latrine. 
One should be built. 

7. Bazaars 

( a.) Prome town. 

(b.) Sinzoo. 

(c.) Naweng. 

(a.) The Prome Town Bazaar. — Is pretty clean. It 
should be paved, drained, and a proper supply of water provid- 
ed. The chief building is for dry goods, the moat and fish 
stalls being separate and situated between it and the river's hank. 
These buildings cannot bo kept thoroughly clean, unless pro- 
vided with an ample supply of water close at hand. At pre- 
sent no such provision has been made. 

(b.) Sinzoo.— This is a vegetable and fresh fish bazaar. 
It was clean when I inspected it. 

(o.) Naweno. — This is a dry fish and ngapee bazaar. It 
was clean when I visited it. All these bazaars pay well and that 
means they are well attended ; they all require paving, 
draining and water supplies. The floors should be construct- 
ed of bricks placed on edge, and covered with asphalte. 
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8. Slaughter House. — An average of 17 bullocks and 
other animals are killed in Jerome daily, yet strange to say 
there is no slaughter house. This is a great sanitary defect. 
Shambles' aj* I have already said pay wjall in all our large 
towns, One therefore, if for no other reason, should be erected 
here without delay. I would recommend the Thayetmyo 
plan of slaughter house, as best adapted for the purpose. 

9. Water Supply. — The inhabitants in the town pro- 

per obtain their water from the river. Those living in the 
suburbs draw theirs from wells. The tanks are useless, the 
people will not use the water. T shall refer to this subject 
again presently. * 

10. Drainage. — The levels of the town having a^ain 
been taken, this work should be pushed on with vigour. The 
roads in the town should first of all be completed, then the 
side drains should be constructed as in Rangoon. These 
drains keep the surface soil dry, preserve the roads, improve 
the general health and serve a great purpose as land marks, 
in keeping the people from encroaching on the highways when 

‘ erecting new buildings. 

11. Public Latrines. — There are none. I cannot under- 
stand why one , at any rate has not been erected, no further 
time should be lost in constructing them. 

12. Grave Yards. — They are now too close to the 
town. A more suitable site should be selected at a distance 
from all habitations : the grave yard at the Naweng is a 
terrible place, I recommended the closing of this years ago. 

General Remarks. — Prome is built on an alluvial depo- 
sit ; sand, sandstone and gravel appearing to the South and 
East. The percolation through tlie sub-soil and general drain- 
age is East and South "East, consequently the tanks which 
have been constructed in the old ditch contain impure water, 
.the people cannot use it. Tanks in a town at any time are a 
mistake. It is my opinion therefore, that not only should 
those which exist be filled up, but that others should certainly 
not bo constructed. I see from Mr. Dunn’s scheme for filling 
in the swamp at the back of Prome that he contemplates the 
‘ formation of several tanks, and that they are to be filled vfith 
arain water from the town, From Major Oliphant’s remarks 



BRITISH BURMA 


SO 


qn the back of Mr. Dunn’s paper, I infer that it is intended 
that the scourings from the town of Prome should be convey- 
ed down the street gutters into the proposed tanks. This 
would indeed be turning sanitary science topsy-turvy. But 
I hope I am mi^takeh : I certainly most strongly advise the 
Chief Commissioner, not to sanction, for the reasons I have 
given, the construction of any additional tanks in Prome. 
They never can in such a soil and in such a town as this, con- 
tain good water. I believe that those which now exist are 
injurious to health. Promo will some day have to be supplied 
with water from a large reservoir, but this will have to be 
formed on the hills to the South of the Town. 

ooo — 

SHWE-DOUNG 

Bazaar: — -When l visited the Bazaar it was not clean; 
the well is not deep enough, and it contained dirty water. 
The town was fairly clean and the roijds well laid out. They 
sadly want metalling ; the old portion of the Pouhgday and 
Prome road which runs through Shwb-doung has been al- 
lowed to get into disrepair, and communication is stopped in 
consequence. The ' Poungday people do not take their pro- 
duce to Prome but to Shwb-doung. 

- -ooo 

SANITARY INSPECTION REPORT. 

MYANOUNG DISTRICT 

00 — 

Henzndah Oth August 1868 . 

Between Prome and Myanoung, the head 'quarters sta- 
tion of the Tharrawaddy district, there are numerous towns 
and villages situated on both banks of the Irrawaddy. It is 
my intention to give distinct detailed reports of the sanitary* 
condition of these places, not head quarter stations, when I 
had time to classify them according to their several 
positions, populations and special requirements. 

2* Towns, villages and hamlets in the interior of the 
several districts into which this large province is divided, as 
Well as those bordering on the large rivers, possessing no 
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funds to effect needed sanitaiy reforms, must necessarily be 
provided for, by local legislation or by special grants. ^This 
of course will require the submission of a complete report, 
which shall reach the most outlying hamlets, prominently no- 
ting the Wants of each community, that the Chief Commis- 
sioner may be enabled from such reliable data, to form a correct 
idea of the probable outlay necessary to the introduction of 
those measures, conducive to the better preservation of health 
and life among the rural population. 

3. At present therefore, 1 shall continue to report only 
on those municipal towns and capitals of districts where funds 
are or should be available to carry out my recommendations.* 
On this occasion, \ visited Shwe-doung, Shwh-doung-myo-mah, 
Pa-doung, Key-they and Thom-bo, besides numerous other 
small townships and villages. I only casually allude to 
them now, to show that they have not escaped my notice. 

4. The sanitary state of Shwe-doung has already been 
cursorily noticed. The remaining places all require attention 
in regard to the water supply, roads, drainage, and public la- 
trines. 


5. Keythay a \ery large town 'should certainly be pro- 
vided with a good bazaar. At Thombo one is in course of 
erection, but there it is not so much required as at Keythay 
which is the largest town in this part of the Prome District. 

G. Immediately to the rear of Padoung there is a large 
swamp caused by the flooding of the river. Perhaps a bund 
with suitable sluice gates would reclaim the land which 
is adapted to paddy ; but the feasibility of this measure is 
a subject for' another department to consider. The people 
would certainly enjoy better health than they now do were 
the water kept* out and the land cultivated. 

7. All our large towns and villages should have the tile 
order extended to them. Tiling is far less expensive than 
the repeated building of a new houso. Yet this latter and 
ruinous operation has generally to be performed yearly, fires 
being as regular as the harvesting of Thekay or country 
thatch. 



8. The tile law lias been put into force in -Rangoon, 
Prome and some other large to\fns with a very sensible re- 
duction in the frequency of fires, and with marked benefit to 
the general health and pockets of all concerned. 

9. Myanoung: - 

1 . Town . 2. Drainage* 3. Water supply.* 4. Civil 

lines . 5. Court Houses. 6. Lock-up (new.) 7. Lock-up (old.) 

8. Bazaar (old.) 9. Bazaar (new.) 10. Latrines . 11. Dispenz 
sary . 12. Public Health — Mortality . 13. S. P. (7. Mission 
School . 14. Thannahs . 1.x Police Lines. 1G. Slauyhter Hous e 

Town. — This is of no great breadth, and generally runs 
parallel to the river in its northern portion, but owing to the 
configuration of the ground and the presence of a small creek 
to the south, it extends back to some distance. 

10. - The station of Myanoung including the town, is 
bounded on the north by a small cross bund, to the west by 
the Government embankment in its whole length, and to the 
south by the “Eng Daw” highland covered with forest. 'Both 
the town and the civil station, the latter lying to the north, 
contiguous to each other, are in the rains considerably below 
the highest rise of the river. They would be* flooded wore it 
not for a small bund skirting the river bank, constructed many 
years ago and which is connected both north and south by 
small cross bunds with the embankment just mentioned. 

11. The average distance of this embankment is some 
three hundred yards or more (for it varies) from the bank of 
the river, mid it has been constructed with earth taken 
from both sides of it by excavating ditches of considerable 
depth parallel to each other, in its whole extent. A sad 
misfortune for Myanoung. There was no sufficient reason for 
cutting on both sides of the embankment, especially in a station 
like this. The land was low enough before, but now in addi- 
tion to its natural defects, the most filthy system of stagnant 
ditch ponds extends throughout the rear of town and station, 

12. This most lamentable error, for it can be called by 
no other term, wilL cost the Government thousands of rupees 
tq rectify. 1 say Government, because I presume the muni- 
cipal fund of Myanoung will not be employed for tho purpose 
of filling these ditches up again, certainly the embankment 
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was not erected for the benefit of the town and the horrid 
ditches have not improved its* salubrity. 

13. Drainage. — From what I have said it will be seen 
that the station and town of Mysfhoung are surrounded by 
bunds to keep the river water from flooding them. Thus 
circumstanced it is impossible to drain by natural outfalls, 
until the river recedes. So long as its waters remain above 
the level of the place, so long must Myanoung remain more'or 
less swamped by its own storm-waters and this state of things 
must be expected to continue on and off for at least three 
months, viz: in July, August and September of each year, 
the amount of percolation also through the soil and leakage 
through the sluice gates, which are very imperfectly con- 
structed is considerable. 

14. The old river bund and sluices all require attention. 
The sluices in use in the cross bunds are on the common shut- 
ter plan. The grooves having been made roomy to admit of 
the easy raising and lowering of the gates, and what was not 
of cohrse contemplated, although it must have been self evi- 
dent from the first, the easy ingress and egress of the water 
also, one way or the other, just as inside or out, it happeps 
to rise the highest. 

15. This was the state of two of them at the time of 
my visit, and I at once drew the attention of the Executive 
Engineer to the matter, who caused the faulty gates to be 
blocked up with earth, to be removed again on the subsidence 
of the river. 

16. Sluice gates in a town should be self acting, of iron, 
to be shut by the river and opened by the head of the con- 
tained water as soon as the river water falls below the level 
of the inside water. 

1 7. Sluice gates of wood in the embankment are a mistake. 
One, I believe burst last year, and great destruction of pro- 
perty would have resulted, had not the river most providen- 
tially fallen shortly afterwards. Culverts in f masonry, provi- 
ded wfti cast iron sluices should replace all those now in use. 

18 . Water Supply. — This is obtained chiefly from the ri- 
-,ver alT the year round. There are few wells. Those being the 

best which are situated near the high land to the south. IJur- 
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mese wells. are as a rule improperly constructed. They sim- 
ply dip into the surface soil, whereas to obtaiu wholesome 
water, they should lie sunk soi as to escape surface infiltration 
To construct wells a practical knowledge of the subject is ne- 
cessary. 1 1 would be absurd to expect this knowledge at the 
hands of a rude people like the Burmese, a people without re- 
sources. 

• 

'19. I believe the necessary tools for deep well boring' 
have been in store both at Rangoon and Akyab for some years, 
yet I have not beard that one well has been bored in any part 
of the Province, although the want of good water is very ge- 
nerally felt throughout, the whole country, more so in Ran- 
goon and Akyab perhaps than anywhere else. 

20. The principal rivers of British Burma afford a con- 
stant and ample supply of water to all living on their banks. 
Such water however is usually dirty and frequently full of sedi- 
ment; and during the seasons of cholera visitation, may be- 
come the means of spreading that disease epidemically through- 
out the country. 

21. The longer I live, the more I am convinced that 
good potable water is of first importance to health. In Bri- 
tish Burma the really pure and wholesome article is obtained 
as a rule, with the greatest difficulty. It may be said of this 
country generally without exaggeration, “Water water every- 
where and none fit' to drink. ” 

22. All tills might be remedied were the work taken in 
hand as it should be. Properly constructed wells in selected 
localities for towns and villages &c., in the interior ; — I say 
properly constructed, because I have already had to draw at- 
tention to the mistakes committed in well jinking; no lime for 
instance should be used in the masonry, it renders the water 
hard ; iron or glazed earthen-ware pipes to conduct river water 
to convenient places for pumping filtering and storing for com- 
munities living on the river banks; and water works such as 
are coiftemplated for Rangoon, for towns where similar sources 
of supply are at hand. These are the chief points ^rhich 
should* form the basis of any general scheme of water supply.' 
I shall consider more minutely the cardinal points to .be ob- 
served in the construction of wells, reservoirs &c., in another 
report. 
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23. Tiie importance of an ample supply of good water to 
the general health of all classes in British Burma cannot be 
estimated too highly. The matter should be taken in hand, 
and whew once a village or town has been provided with the 
necessary supply, all old country wells and dirty tanks should 
be filled in and no one should be permitted to construct others 
in towns or any where else without sanction. 

24. On the other hand, I would reserve certain plots in 
the neighbourhood of towns &c., on account of their geological 
formations, but well set apart from all habitations, in which 
philanthropic persons might sink WellR, provided always that 
they adhered to our modern ideas of how a well should be 
made. 

v 

25. Before all things therefore, let us provide good 
drinking water for the people. Every other sanitary improve- 
ment is of secondary consideration to this. To go into the 
subject of water supply in this report in.detail is unnecessary. 
I shall however at any time, only he too happy to examine the 
matter more fully. 

2(5. Civil Station.— This is situated, as I have already 
stated, to the north of the town, and is occupied by the Civil 
Officers’ residences, Clerks’ lines, Court houses, Forest Office, 
Dispensary, Dock-up and Police linos. The natural and artifi- 
cial drawbacks which I mentioned as existing in the town are 
equally extensive in this quarter, viz -it is lower than the 
highest flood of the river, generally swampy, roads unmetalled, 
and the system of unwholesome ditch excavations lies in its 
rear throughout. 

27. It is useless to talk about drainage until these se- 
rious obstacles are remedied. In the meantime the bunds 
and sluice gates must answer the purpose, but then they must 
be constantly looked after, in the rainy season. 

28. Matters caunot be left as they are for very long. 
The enormous area which has recently been brought un- 
der cultivation by means of the embankment, the rapid in- 
flux m population, and general prosperity and consequently 
increased wealth among the people have raised this thriv- 
ing town to a position of some importance. 4 It is the chief 
centre of trade and export of the Myanoung District. 
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Building sites are urgently required for its extension by na- 
tural causes alone ; add to all this, the almost certainty that 
the much wished for and required railway by the people, 
will pass, at no great distance from this town, and the. necessity 
for keejflng pace with*tlie rapid progress of its inhabitants is 
sufficiently apparent. 

20. Wo must not permit that deep interest we exhibit 
for the welfare of all classes to flag here, although’ the dosirod 
changes may lead to considerable outlay. 

30. The Rouses in the town are too crowded. Some 
are very well built, but all*are in danger from fire owing to 
their thatched roofs. 

31. It will be seen that as tlio town is now situated it 
cannot be extended. The people are wealthy and prosperous, 
and increasing in numbers rapidly, ltoom must therefore be 
provided for the excess of population. The high ground to 
the south is not suitable, because when the water falls in the 
dry weather, boats are unable to approach the river bank, 
on account of a large accumulation of sand which has formed 
in this direction. Besides the Burmese have no means of 
sinking deep wells. 

32. Two alternatives therefore remain for the considera- 
tion of the local Government. Either the outlay necessary 
for filling in, levelling and draining the space at the back of 
the town must be provided and the work taken in hand at 
once, or the few residents' now in possession of the civil sta- 
tion must be directed to remove to the “Eng-Daw” where in 
my opinion the gtation ought originally to have been formed. 

33. I would recommend the adoption of the latter ex- 
pedient. The vacated ground might then be sold, the pro- 
ceeds going to refund the officers and others, in the shape of 
compensation for removal, fyid towards the expense of laying 
out the new portion of thb town. This would be a step in 
the right direction, and the local funds would not be interfered 
with. 

34. The raising of the whole station of Myanoung is an 
engineering undertaking, and although I am perfectly com- 
petent to offer an opinion, it is the duty of the D. P. 
W. to submit a project and estimate for the approval of 
the Chief Commissioner. 
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35. The old fort wall at the back of the civil lines would 

S o a groat way in raising «the low places and filling in the 
itches to tlie north, while earth could be brought from the 
high ground to tile south to fill in the remainder* The em- 
bankment being used foi; a tramway* * * 

36. I am informed that Major Oliphant, the Superin- 
tending Kiiginoor, who Lately inspected Myanoung, proposes 
to construct a series of large tanks in the rear of station and 
town alongside the bund. This must not be sanctioned. The 
project has not been submitted to me for opinion. I have 
already recorded my reasons for objecting to the formation of 
tanks in one town, and I strongly urge the Chief Commis- 
sioner to Veto any suggestion for their formation here. 

37. AU projects recommended in any department 
For the consideration of the local Government, of every 
nature whatsoever, which may directly or indirectly affect the 
Public Health should be invariably submitted to me for an 
expression of my opinion. 

38. The want of money seems to bo the great drawback 
to all Sanitary progress in Myanoung. I am told that there 
is not one pie to the credit of the municipal funds. It is even 
Said that the town is in debt to the extent of 5,000 rupees 
I could not however ascertain on what works this sum 
had been expended, nor could T discover that any extensive 
progress had been made in town improvements during the 
past several years. The funds ought therefore to have ac- 
cumulated by this date to a large amount and should now 
be available for those urgent Sanitary reforms which I have 
noticed. 

39. Court House. — C lean and wholesome* 

* 40. Look-up, — (old) — Dirty. Condemned. 

41. Look-up, — (new) — Nearly completed. No portion 
has as yet been occupied. The barracks, two in number are 
Well raised from off the ground, roomy and well ventilated. 
They are built of teak wood and the workmanship is excellent. 
The ||btrines, eating sheds and other out houses have not been 
commenced. The Inspector General of Prisons should be 
directed to see that the Latrines are properly built on the dry 
earth principle, and that lime is no where used in the construc- 
tion of the masonry. 
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42. Bazaar, (old.) — As clpan as it is possible to keep 

mud floors. This ifrhole place i§' in a dilapidated.state. It is 
well attended. . 

43. Bazaar, (nfew.) — Months ago part of the walls were 
erected, and are nb-w left expose^ without any kind of cover- 
ing to the South West Monsoon, which is not likely to im- 
prove them. I was informed that the frames for the c(pors 
and windows not being ready, caused the delay. 1 think this 
might have been thought of before. Surely it does not take 
months to make them. They could be put together in .Ran- 
goon in a week, and forwarded by first steamer. In the 
meanwhile the broken ground, and heaps of building materials 
and rubbish, have encouraged a growth of rank jungle and 
Other evils. The work should be pushed on with at once. 

44. Latrines. — T here are no municipal latrines, they 
should be erected at once on the west side of the embahkmont. 
Available sites are plentiful and screen hedges might be 
planted now while the raihs last. 

45. Dispensary. — It might be cleaner. During the 
time of my visit, there were only three patients in Hospital. 
The compound requires attertion. Latrine — a capital building 
externally, but in its internal arrangements evidently con- 
structed for Europeans and not Natives. There are no pans 
or receptacles of any kind whatever. The excreta are passed 
on the ground and occasionally covered with lime ! ! Lime 
should not be used in any way about a privy. I drew 
the Medical Officer’s attention to these serious defects. 

46 . There is great difficulty experienced in carrying out 
the dry earth system here for want of sweepers. Burmese 
will not perform Mehter’s work. I do not therefore wish to 
blaftfe the Medical Officer in charge of the Hospital, or the 
Cofnmittee of Management for ileglect, though I do think 
that things xfti^fht be better. It would be as well to en- 
tire whether the services of a Mehter liavc ever been ap- 
plied for. The Institution has six hundred ((500) rupees to 
its dredit. 

47. 1 h’aVe not yet Seen a latrine built in the first, in- 
stance agreeably to Dr. Hathaway’s plan of “ dry conservan- 
cy” or the Rev. Mr. Moulc’s “ drv earth system.” Yet 

13 
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copies of directions must have been forwarded by the Govern- 
ment to this country for gurdance. I request that attention 
may be drawn to this subject. In futuro no modification of 
these gentlemen’s plans should be permitted. To “ adapt 
them to the climate of Burma” without my approval, T con- 
sider a mistake. * 

♦ 48. S. P. G. Mission School. A small Burmse house 
- clean and in good order. There is no latrine ‘attached to it 
and there is no room for one. * 

49. Public Health. Remarkably good. At present 
there is little or no sickness in town or station. A change for 
the worse must be expected as soon as the river recedes. The 
estimated population is put down at 5,598, which in my opi- 
nion is very far below the truth ; during the past year the 
birth rate was 35.80 and the death rate 21.(30 per 1,000 of 
population. 


50. Tvnnahs (’lean and in good oidei. 

51. Police Lines. — There are no Government barracks. 
The police live in small detached huts of native build. The 
lines are overgrown with jungle which should be cleaned 
away. 


52. Slaughter Hoi: si.. — Cattle are killed in Myanoung 
daily, yet there is no Slaughter house. One should be erec- 
ted on the Thayetmyo plan, and placed on the West side of 
the embankment, but at some distance of course from the 
town. 


53. Since I commenced to writo this report, L hear that 
it has been suggested to break up the Civil Station at Myan- 
oung, and remove the bead quarters of the Thajrrawaddy 
Division to Honzadah. As far as I am concerned I may 
mention that, one station is equally as healthy as the other. 
There is ample room at Henzudah for all the necessary re- 
sidents and Public Offices. The policy of the step rests with 
the Local Government. 1 have no objections to make in a 
sanitary point of View. 
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SANITARY inspection report. 

HENZADAH DISTEIOT. 

Itaugoon 20 th August 1HG8. 

The distance from Myanoungto Henzadah by the Irra- 
waddy is 75 miles, and at the time of my visit, although not 
at its highest, the river had generally Hooded both banks. 
Many of the towns and villages along this route were under 
water. Saloon was completely inundated, and the force of the 
current through the town so strong, that my boat was 
with some trouble made to stem the tide in the principal 
street and to maintain its position when anchored there. 

2. \ could do nothing here. It even a] >peared doubtful 
to my mind how long the town could resist the pressure, and 
whether the river would not very shortly make a clean sani- 
tary Sweep of the whole' place. The liver has since subsided 
and Zaloon is safe for the time being. 

3. The other large towns visited on this occasion north 
of Henzadah will be reported on separately 

4. Hrxzadmi 

(a) — Town, (h) Drainage. (< ) Water St tpplg. (d) 
— Court Houses. (e)-— Lock-up, (old .)(/)- Lock-up (new.) (g) 
— Bazaar, (old.) (h) — Bazaar, (new.) (i) Isitrines. (j )— 
Dispensary . (k ) — Public Health and Mortality. (1)- Tan - 
vahs. (m ) — Slaughter House. 

5 (a.) Town. — *The plan of the toiui is simple and per- 
haps the best that could have been desired for its position. 
The streets are wide and parallel to each other. Some have 
been laid with brick. The drainage too, evidently received 
attention at one time. All however have beerr sadly neglected 
for* eome years. • 

6. The Municipal and Bazaar Funds amount to a con- 
siderable sum and as no great M un * c ip a i works, or even neces- 
sary repairs to those which exist, have been undertaken in 
the interests of the people, or any other interest,) since Hen- 
zadah was the head quarters station of this district, there 
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,ought to be a very largo sum of money in the Treasury to the 
( credit of the town, quite adequato ter the prosecution of those 
sanitary reforms for the public good which are so pressingly 
called for. • 

7. This town contains 18,000 inhabitants, and has a 

floating population of at least treble that number, Henzadah 
exports 60,000 tons of paddy and cleaned rice annually, and 
is only second to Prome, in the importance of its trade with 
Rangoon and “up country,” and, although, one of the largest 
towns in the Province with a considerable revenue, both Im- 
perial and Municipal, its sanitary state has been almost en- 
tirely overlooked, * 

8. Henzadah is built on an alluvial deposit. It is low- 
er than the highest river flood, the water being kept out by 
a small bund as at Myanoung. 

9. (/>.) Drainage. — This has been sadly neglected — It 
is bad. The natural drainage of the town, and in fact of the 
whole of this part of the country is westward— away from the 
river. In a town it ip of great importance to health that all 
roads should bo properly metalled and that the side drain be 
constructed of permanent material. 

10. (e.) Water Supply. — At present it is obtained 
from the river and a few wells to the rear of the town. The 
latter from their low situation seldom completely dry up. 
Those in and near the tewn contain impure water, and are very 
little resprted to at this season. The river furnishes an abundant 
and of course purer supply. 1 n the dry weather the enor- 
mous sand bank in front of the town almost entirely precludes 
the possibility of obtaining water from this source, and the 
inhabitants are therefore compelled to return to the wells. 

11. Rut as T have sajd, the majority of these wells con- 

tain impure water, and for this reasgp, frequently they 
are situated in such close proximity to* filthy privies and 
other abominations that it is impossible to believe that they can 
be free from faecal contamination or other equally disgusting 
surface pollution. * 

12. These remarks on the cesspool and well system — 
common to all Burmese towns might be enlarged upon, but 
it is unne'cessary ; what I have said is sufficient foe the pur- 
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in some domestic 
either from habit. 


13. 1 have already drawn attention to the imperfect 

manner in which Burmese construct their wells. It would be 
unfair on the other hand, not to give them credit for a prac- 
tical knowledge in the selection or suitable sites for* obtaining 
good water, or to say that they do not possess a correct palate. 
Yet admitting this, 4 they fail to see that their own inherent 
filthy habits, may contaminate by surface infiltration their 
very best sources of supply. The Burmese are not singular 
in this respect, for we ourselves, if not theoretically, were prac- 
tically ignorant of these facts, until the late Dr. Snow demon- 
strated to us, the spread of an outbreak of cholera in London, 
through the agency of an excrementally polluted well, not 
many years ago . yet the water was bright and sparkling and 
considered remarkably good. The Bunnese do not use bad 
water from choice if they can get better. 


1 4. The part w hich bad drainage, impure water and con- 
sequently foul air, play in the origin of all Zymotic diseases 
cannot be too frequently pressed upon the notice of the Ad- 
ministration. The presence of these serious evils in all our 
towns should awake us to a sense of our duty to the people we 
govern, for assuredly the whole • responsibility of inaction 
rest with ourselves. The Sanitary machinery to affect a 
thorough reformation in thoso respects, must, I am thoroughly 
aware, entail considerable expenditure. But, as the deficiencies 
though great, can be remedied I have great hopes that, with a 
proper discreet outlay of our municipal funds, in a reasonable 
time all will be accomplished. 

1 5. To improve the water supply, tanks of course must 
on no consideration be permitted. .Tanks are atmospherically 
polluted in towns if by no other means. For Henzadah J can 
think of no readier and safer scheme for immediately, supplying 
its community with good potable water, than by sinking, a num- 
ber of “Norton’s tube wells” in proper places. It is quite 
possible to provide in this very easy manner water for the 
piajority or our smaller towns also. 

16. By securing to the people a certain supply of whole- 
some watcif during the whole year, I believe that generally all 
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would at once avail themselves of it^ benefits and the advan- 
tages which would thereby accrue to the gener&l health cannot 
be overstated. 

17 . ( d .) — Couht Houses. — Clean, and in good order. 

18 . (e.) — Lock-up (old.) — A dilapidated and dirty old 
building. The shed covering the Latrine has tumbled down. 
The site was under water. 

19. (f. ) — Look-up (now.) —This is & fac- simile of tho 

Myanoung Lock-up, but was not so far advanced towards 
completion. * 

20. (g.) — Bazaar, (old.) — The building)# composing this 
Bazaar wore in a dilapidated state ; they were as clean 
as could be expected in the absence of repairs. 

21. (h.) -Bvzaah, (new.) -The fish and meat stalls are 
finished. They were clean and well attended at the time of 
my visit. The drains around them however already require 
repair. 

22. One only of the “ dry goods” buildings has been 
taken in hand. The works are proceeded with very slowly. 
After deducting all expenses for management 1 believe the 
surplus rents from the Ilenzadah Bazaar amount to upwards 
of 600 rupees per mensem. This has been the case too for 
years, thus there must be "more than sufficient funds in hand 
for its completion, within a reasonable period. 

23. . (t.) — L atrines. — P ublic Privies there are none. 
They should be erected to the rear of the town in suitable 
places. There is ample room. 

24. (j.) — Dispensary. — A small but excellent building. 
The outhouses are not all completed. It is in charge of a Na- 
tive Doctor and has not been inspected for years. 1 must re- 
frain from saying more about this Institution for fear of in- 
trenching on the Department of the Deputy Inspector General 
of Hospitals. The building was as clean, as neglect and the ab- 
sence of patients could make it. 

25. (k.) — Public Health and Mortality* — T he estima- 
ted population in the town is stated to be 14,320. The birth 
rate during the past year was 42.80 and the death 29.70 per 
1,000. At present the town is remarkably heaftbv. 
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26. (1.) — Tajstnahs. — Clean and in good order. 

• 

27. (m.) — Slaughter House. — Cattle are lolled here 
daily, yet there is no slaughter house. One should.be erected 
on the Tliayetmyo plan. 

28. On the 6th ultimo, I reported to the Chief Com- 
missioner, by telegram, the extensive destruction of the 
paddy crops in this District by the flooding of the river and 
the bursting of the bunds. 1 1 is no part of my duty to re- 
mark on the engineering works in connection with the Go- 
vernment Embankment now in course of construction. 

« 

29. All questions of hygiene ; plans of structural works 
for the healthful improvement of communities ; drainage of 
towns and for agricultural purposes ; well boring and sinking ; 
roads ; drainage ; bunds and embankments ; the alteration of 
water courses, and all projects emanating no matter from what 
quarter must, if sanitation is to affect any real good, be referred 
to the Officer whose special knowledge in such matters pre-emi- 
nently fits him to offer an opinion. 

30. Now that a Sanitary Department has been establish- 
ed hygiene must not be ignored. Mistakes have been made in 
the erection of certain works by some ( Ifficers who assumed a 
knowledge of sanitation which they could not have acquired 
without special training. In future such mistakes must be 
impossible. 

31. By so frequent a repetition of this subject I fear 
that the Chief Commissioner will not only be weary of it but 
consider me over anxious. Yet I can conceive no measure 
of equal importance — and T hope I have stated the case with 
sufficient distinctness — to the welfare of the people or the Go- 
vernment than what I now urge upon his attention. 

32. In regard to the object of the best scheme of water 
supply for all situations, the details of the suggestions I have 
made, will require time and care for their elaboration I am ful- 
ly aware, and the selection of that one most suitable to a par- 
ticular locality, cau only be determined after a personal inspec- 
tion and full investigation on the spot. A thorough knowledge 
of the subject and common sense however, will, there is -little 
doubt, overcome apparent difficulties. 
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33. To' carTy out all I have suggested for the sanitary 
improvements in Henzadah will necessitate a very large 
outlay, and there ought to be from the accumulated Mu- 
nicipal and Bazaar funds during the past several years, a 
Sum quite' sufficient to commence rwith. 

34. What I do most energetically protest against, is 
the expenditure of municipal funds on objects other than 
those for which they are collected. 

35. The Municipal tax and Bazaar rent levied in a town for 
benefxts’which the Government deem it necessary to provide 
for, should certainly be expended for the good of the people who 
furnish those'funds. In justice to a community living probably 
amidst the most glaring insanitary conditions calling loudly for 
reform, such funds should first be expended on its pressing re- 
quirements, instead of being borrowed for projects elsewhere, 
projects not always absolutely necessary and of no benefit to 
the actual tax payers. 

36. I am led to make these remarks frbifl the appre- 
hension' that something of this nature is about to take place. 
It is proposed to build an additional Bazaar in Rangoon with' 
money borrowed from the other Bazaar funds of the Province!, 
in the face too of the fact that there is not an 'out-station which - 
can spare one pie for such a purpose, and that the Sanitary 
condition of all has been more or less neglected. • 

37. - I hope the Chief Commissioner will give this sub- 
ject his most serious attention. To permit a continuance of 
this mischi evous practice of borrowing the funds of our out- 
stations'— a practice which if carried to tlie grave extent of 
leaving nothing for the sanitary improvements in those out- 
stations must be followed by injurious results to the general 
health and prosperity of all. 

38. I do trust that there is no foundation for the ru- 
mour that the Chief Engineer is really about to construct this 
Tlgganr with fuuds so obtained, after the remonstrances of all 
concerned. 

39. The town of Henzadah. There is plenty of vacant 
land for its healthful extension, if the Government will only 
cause such land to be raised, drained and laid out with pro- 
perly metalled roads. 1 cannot close . this report without 
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mentioning that the Ex : Assistant Commissioner Moung 
Kyau i 'oon rendered me every assistance in his power during 
my inspection of the town and district under his charge. * As 
far as HenzadaJh is concerned he docs all he possibly* can for 
its sanitary improvement, but the means at his disposal, viz : 
50 Rs. per mensem and a daily avorage of 5 or 6 prisoners, 
are insufficient to enable him to accomplish any real or per- 
manent good. 

41. South of Henzadah to within about 12 miles of 

Donabew the towns and villages on the banks of the river 
were under water. • 

42. Donabew, I visited on the 10th of August. It was 
well above water and the cultivation had not suffered. This 
town was healthy. 

43. Having completed my inspection of the towns and 
villages on the banks and in the immediate vicinity of the 
Irrawaddy, and as the weather and high riso of the river 
prevented my further usefulness in this direction, I* returned 
to Rangoon on tbe 11th instant. 

OOO 

SANITARY INSPECTION REPORT* 

TOUNGOO, 

Rangoon, &th Northiber 1868. 

(a.) Town 
(b.) Drainage. 

(r.) Water Supply. 

(</.) Court Houses. 

(e.) Dock- Up. * 

{/) Bazaar. 

(g.) Latrines. 

( h .) Dispensary. 

(*’.) Public Health and Mortality. 

(j.) Tannahs. 

(k.) Slaughter House. 

(1.) Grave Yard. 

(m.) The Revd. Dr. Mason’s property and Institutions. 

14 
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1 ( a ) Town. — This is well laid out. The streets .are 
wide and the majority are metalled. A great many trees were 
I learn, cut down a few years ago. Fires also must have 
destroyed 1 , from time to time, a large number as their charred 
stumps which are seen in several places testify. 

2. At present new plants are being set at the sides of 
the roads, where needed. It is impossible, while forming new 
streets and cle iring lots lor houses, to help removing some 
trees where they are really in the way, but the practise of 
recklessly cutting down all vegetable life was a mischievous 
one, and I know that some of our stations have suffered severely 
in consequence. We are now however alive to the truth, that 
trees are not only ornamental in towns but great barriers to 
malaria, and it is the custom at present to plant whore the 
axe was used before. 

In towns and villages iu addition to this known va- 
luable property, trees afford a refreshing shade and prove 
useful in arresting the progress of liros. The Burmese select 
flowering, and fruit bearing trees as a rule with the latter 
object, as well as for the intrinsic value of their produce 
in the market. Most of the fruit trees of British Burma 
are over-green, and whether the custom of planting them by 
the people of tho country so extromly near their dwellings 
arose, in the first instance purely on account of the fruit, or 
whether by accident or the result of long experience, all three 
properties, viz. shade, food and healthfulness are combined in 
the selection. The Burmese undoubtedly possess the knowledge 
that such trees increased the salubrity of their towns. As 
ail instance of this they ascribe the unliealthiness of Promo to 
the destruction of the vast number of large trees which once 
stood throughout the town. It is said that Promo was a 
very healthy place before the war and until all the trees were 
either cut or burnt down. 

4. Tho ‘principles which should guide us in the selection 
of those trees most suitable for towns are not generally consi- 
dered. Hith6rto we have been in some instances unwise in 
our choice, and in others again, *no system is even now follow- 
ed ; on the contrary, an indiscriminate planting of any kind of 
tree is becoming the rule, and apparently at the arbitrary will 
pf the responsible officer for the time being. 
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5. I now desire that all officers in charge of districts 
may be requested to make it a duty to encourage the planting 
of ever-grecn, flowering and iimit trees at the side of all 
streets and roads in towns and villages, where such have been 
constructed \yido enough to admit of the same. Nearly every 
tree in the town of Prome was planted by private individuals. 
Colonel Ardagh, when Deputy Commissioner of that station 
introduced the system and it has been faithfully followed since. 
I do not anticipate any want of interest on the part of the 
people in this matter. They ever shew a readiness to plant 
and carefully nurse trees about their dwellings. The one 
thing needful only is a guiding hand to see that they are not 
set too close together or in unsuitable places. All this might 
be done without one pie of expense to the Municipal or other 
funds. 

6. The trees now \or\ gems ally planted in our -towns 
are . — 

Tsnnai iml, 

• I ill k, 

Mangoe. 

Pi epul, 

P.idouk, 

I wish to say a few words regarding tlie.se trees for gene- 
ral information. 

The Tamarind is noi an i ver-green in country stations 
and only partially .so in sea port towns. And although of great 
value for its fruit, when >ld it is easily set fire to through its 
centre, which usually de^r.ovs the tree. 

The Jack only grows well near the* southern coast, ft 
is not generally a very shady tree whin of full size. 

Man (joe. — This is a valuable ever green tree always afford- 
ing a delightful shade throughout the year. 

Peepul . — This tree in up country stations drops its leaves 
in the latter end of January and does not renew them until 
lato in April. The seeds cairiod by birds or tho wind are apt 
to lodgo in cracks and mouldings and there germinate to the 
injury of masonry buildings. I t is therefore a dangerous 
tne t<> plant in out largo towns 
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Padouk. — The padouk also drops its leaves and is of little 
valine in, the hot weather, when it stands as bare as a poplar 
in the winter months at hotna 

7. I shall at an early date circulate a list of the most 
useful tiees in all respects for planting in towns and villages 
in British Burma. There doubtless are many valuable 
ever-greens peculiar to certain districts, but with which I am 
not personally familiar. Local officers theiefore must in their 
selections use the Ir judgment, always keeping well in mind 
the three principal requisites already mentioned. 

8. The houses latclv built in Toungoo are of a superior 
class and a very piopor plan is followed, as far as* practicable, of 
keeping each building well sepai atcd.fi om its neighbour — thus 
ensuring light 4 ventilation, lessening tlm ii,sk of fire and afford- 
ing facilities foi cleansing. The introduction of this important 
and wholesome airangoment is duo to Major McMahon. The 
same system has also been eanied out in Promo and with 
marked benefit, At present the town is not over-crowded and 
every care is being taken to prevent this by the authorities,. 
The town is evidently a thriving one. Toungoo is built on a 
laterite soil, the greater part of which is above the highest flood 
level of the Sitioung river. There is ample room for its 
healthful extension. 

9. ( b ). Drainage.- -The natural Drainage of Toungoo 
is towards the noitli east, and in this direction the drains have 
been cut. At the time of my visit although the river was very 
high the drains answered, but lequited constant attention. 
They quickly became clogged with rank vegetation, rats fill in 

,eartli from Iheiv burrowin'* and altogether they are a source 
of great trouble and ab<*oil> a large amount of labour which 
might be usefully employed fn other purposes. Diains in 
this country sliouM be mad as tar as possible self-acting. 
When revetted with good masonry they n quire but very little 
attention and are oa ilj flushed. Simple drains cut into 
the earth are always unwholesome, and 1 now recommend 
that, no time be lost in cc ns true ting proper masonry draifts 
in this town. I would suggest that the main street be dealt 
with in the first instance, rhe improvement being extended 
afterwards to all those quarters in which the buildings have 
been completed and the roads finished and mota’lcd. 
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10. Towards the back of the town there is a large 
swamp. This perhaps might be grained. 

11. The town of Toungoo*is surrounded by an old moat, 
said to be six miles in extent. Those portions of it* between 
the town and river on its east side, and to the south, should 
certainly receive timely attention. Good deep drains might 
be cut across and throughout the whole length of it. At 
present the river floods the moat for a short time during its 
highest rises, but tins could be prevented by the construction 
of good sluice gates set in properly constructed culverts for 
the purpose. On the subsidence of the river the gates could 
be opened when the contained water would escape. 

12. If lias been proposed to construct two large tank 
reservoirs here, but I object to tanks of any description near a 
town, and I do not see how water if storeebin this situation 
could be wholesome o»* for what purpose it could prove useful. 
Such water. would bo too far away in case of fire in the town, 
and the people would always prefer well water or that fur- 
nished by the river for di inking purposes. 

1 3. If this ditch were converted into tanks the aspect 
of the place w ould undoubtedly be improved, but that is all. 
Good deep diains laterally, dipping well into the sub-soil com- 
municating with another running throughout thq whole length 
of the ditch, which could also be partly filled in by levelling 
the bunds, and the construction of a good road all round the 
town would in my opinion tend more to improve the sanita- 
ry condition of the locality and check the nuisances at present 
committed under the protection which the high bund and low 
vegetation allbrds than any thing else. 

14. At the time of my visit the exhalations from the 
moat were vei y offensive, and this I discovered to be mainly 
due to filth, Ac., which finds its away into it from the Elephant 
and Cattle Slitds. Those stables are located on the southern 
bfcnd and in the town proper — a most objectionable arrange- 
ment. I addiessod the Deputy Commissioner on the subject 
(copy of letter I'tlochcd) and requested that the animals might 
be removed from the town and neighbourhood of the ditch as 
soon as possible. 
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In. (c.) -Wvplii Si pcly.- -There are several excellent 
wells sunk in tin* laierito 4 soil. Many more are required. 
Some are situated (oo near tojniil dings. I would recommend 
the introduction of “Norton’s tube wells” here The old wells 
which contain g >od wut«»r could be fitted with several tubes 
very easily, and then filled in with clay or late rite. Tubes thus 
sunk can be secur'd in Ihoi - places at a trifling cost. Nor- 
ton’s tubes are gu nerally in lengths of 30 feet and of various 
diameters, and when propeil v sunk must entirely preclude the 
possibility of pollution from the surface or through the sub- 
soil. T believe that the fitful outbreaks of cholera which from 
time to time appear in some of our stations would be very 
considerably guai led again d by a general use of these tube 
wells. Water imdoubtedh is Urn chief medium through 
which cholera i-> 4 -enl ami of this 1 am daily becoming more 
and moie com ini •<!. 

IG. ((h)- ( War Ilm m\s. \ block of now buildings is 
now in course of cie( t *on fi r tin ( V u-ts of this station. At 
present several ol 1 and dilapidated Zv*it> an* used as ])ublic 
( )ffices. 

17. (e.) (tnnl. T have alieudv in letui No. o4, dated 
Toungoo, 2Sth September JMJs, submitted a complete report 
on tlqs (Jaol. 

18. (f) Bazaar — The meat stalls have not l>cen 
erected. There is an old wooden shed outside the new Ba- 
zaar, Which is used by the Butchers. This is unwholesome 
and objectionable. It is imj osiblo to keep such places clean. 
The main Bazaar itself was dean and well attended. 

19. (cj.j Latrines. - There U only one public Latrino in 
Toungoo and tha f is attach *d to the Bazaar. It should be 
constructed on the dry earth principle. There is room for 
public privies, and the Dej uty Commissioner promises to give 
the subject his early attention. 

20. (h.) Dispensary. .Clean [ rivics not worked cor- 
rectly on the dry earth system. 

21. (1.) Public Health.— At present good. The esti- 
mated population in this towti is set down as 9,649. The 
birth rate during the past year was 24. GO and the death rate 
38. GO per 1,000. If the death rate is correct, and T have no 



r.urnsu iiriuiA 


Hi 


reason to doubt it, there must have been great neglect in re- 
cording the births in 1867-68. I have already expressed this 
opinion in my Annual Sanitary Report. A Native Doctor has 
been appointed Registrar, and Dr. Parker hopes to obtain 
more accurate figures' for the present year. I do not quite 
understand why thero should be auy difficulty in the matter 
of recording the births in Toungoo. A like difficulty is not 
experienced in other parts of Burma — that is, not to the ex- 
tent it seems to have been in this station. 

22. (j.) Tannaus.— Clean. 

23 (h.) Siauuiiter Hhusn. Thore i-. no slaughter house 
in Toungoo. One 1 think ought to be erected. The Thayot- 
myo plan is the best and the cheapest. 

24 ( l .) GraveYard.— (( 'hristian) very seldom used. It 
was overgtown with jungle at the time of my visit. The Bur- 
mese burial ground is at some distance from the town and like 
all others in the country. I purpose to remark on this sub- 
ject separately. 

25 ( m ) I visited the ! lev. Dr. and 31 n». Mason’s ground 
and Institution on the opposite side of the liver at Toungoo. It 
is not a part of my duty to inspect and report to the Local ( Go- 
vernment the Sanitary condition of the property <N;c., belong- 
ing to these Missionaries L must thorefoie ret.ain from pai’- 
ticularizing all 1 say. Yet, I think it just to these pioneers 
of civilization to record heie that I was exceedingly pleased 
with the cleanliness and goo 1 order maintained in all depart- 
ments under their supervision. 


ovo - 

From A J. (V>wie Ksqi\, Sanitary ( \>mmissioner, Bnti h Bir n t to Major Me. 

Mahon Deputy Commissioner, Vo. .V> Toungoo -nd October J8T>8. 

I am satisfied that the water contained on the old 
moat to the South and East of this town is dangerously ’pol- 
luted by the washings of the excrement, &c., from the Ele- 
phant and Cattle sheds which are situated on the old town 
wall to the South. 

2. The exhalations arising from this cause are most of- 
fensive and cannot but prove injurious to tho general health 
of all living in the neighbourhood. 
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3. I have the honor therefore to request that, you will 
take whatever measures you- may deem most expedient to 
causo the sheds to be removed to a site at some considerable 
distance from the town and station. 

4. The dry portion of the manure, rubbish and stable 
sweepings, should be burnt when practicable, if not disposable' 
as manure for the soldiers gardens or other cultivation. 


SANITARY INSPECTION REPORT 

SHWE-GYfeEN. 

Rangoon, 1st December 1868. 

(a.) - Town. 

( b .) Roads. 

, ( c.J — Drainage. 

(d.)- Water supply. 

(e.) — Bazaar. 

(f .) — Court Houses. 

(g .) — Police Tannahs 
(h.) —Public Latrines. 

(i .) — Slaughter Houses. 


(1c .) — Crave Yards. 

(1.) — Bunds. 

(m .) — General Remarks. 

1. (a.) Town. -This has been well laid out. The prin- 
cipal thoroughfares were fairly clean. The remaining por- 
tions of the town deserve greater attention. Some of the 
houses are well built, but generally too much crowded toge- 
ther* 

2. (b. ) Roads. — A few of the streets have been raised 
and metalled with laterite, which abounds in the station. 

3. (c.) Drains. — These are all temporary. They are 
no where rivetted with masonry, and in consequence, a great 
deal of time and labour are expended in keeping them free 
from vegetation and in a cleanly state. 
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4 . (d.) Water-Supply. — Water is obtained from the river 
imd from wells. The former can never furnish a pure supply 
for drinking, and in the town,*it is impossible to believe that 
the latter source can,be free from pollution. Good water is 
procurable in the laterite soil to the North and East of the 
"town. In these directions in selected places, properly Con- 
structed wells might be sunk. Norton’s tube wells should be 
tried in the lower situations. The water of tlio "Shwd-Gyeen 
river if pure (it has not yet beon examined) and abundant at 
all seasons, might perhaps be utilized. 

• 

5. (e.) Bazaar. — A lai-ge brick and tiled Bazaar has 
been recently erected. The building is far from complete. 
It is neither paved nor drained properly, and the meat and 
fish stalls have not yet received attention. At present an 
old and dilapidated wooden shed is made to answer the pur- 
pose— a very unwholesome arrangement. The Bazaar is kept 
as clean as its unfinished state will admit of. 

6. (f. ) Court Houses. Clean and in good order. 

7 . (<7.) Public Tannahs. — Clean. 

8. ( h .) Public Latrines. — There are none. It is ob- 
viously the duty of the local officers to see that such conve- 
niences are provided for the people, and there can be no 
question that public latrines are urgently required in this 
town. • 

9. (i.) Slaughter House. — There is no slaughter house 
in ShwC Gyeen. The number of animals killed here is not 
large. The Deputy Commissioner might be addressed on 
this subject. 

10. (j.) Gaol. — A full report on the statu of this prison 
has already been forwarded to tlio Local Government (vide 
letter No. 57 dated Shwi> Gyeen, 15th October 1868.) 

11. (k.J Grave Yards. — (Christian). This is very sel- 
dom used. It was overgrown with juilgle when I visited it. 
The Burmese grave yard is at some distance from the town. 
Native burial grounds and burning places throughout the 
country require strict supervision. Special rules also must be 
framed for their better management. 
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12. (*.} — The greater pfirt of the town of Shtob-Gyeen 
is regularly flooded during the high rises of the Sittoung and 
Shwe-Gyeen rivers. The vacant land to the North, between 
the town and the old fort is also subject to similar inunda- 
tions. If it is desirable to prevent the “ Spill” Waters of 
these rivers deluging the town, one of the two following en- 
gineering works is necessary ; either the land must be raised 
above the highest flood levels, or the banks of these rivets 
on the exposed sides of the town must be bunded. 

13. This subject would appear to have already received 
attention. I am informed that a bund of some such descrip- 
tion as that I have mentioned has been proposed, and esti- 
mated for at a cost of at least one lac of rupees. There are 
many details in a work of this nature which I would willingly 
have dwelt upon, had the scheme been submitted to me for 
opinion. Since such a reference has not been deemed neces- 
sary, I must be excused if I err in presuming that the subject 
has received all the attention and examination which it de- 
serves, and that the plan adopted has only been decided upon 
after mature consideration. 

14. Permit me however in a sanitary point of view to 
examine this subject more closely. Starting then with the 
acknowledged fact that Shwb-Gyeen, is a feverish town and 
not questioning the propriety of making the place as dry as 
possible, with a view to diminishing its unheal^iiness, the 
question naturally suggests itself, are these inundations to 
which the town is subjected the chief cause of its sickly con- 
dition ? Again, supposing for the sake of argument that this 
point has been satisfactorily determined, are we sure that the- 
result will be attained by bunding the rivers ? Now with 
regard to the nature and extent of such a work, embracing as 
it does the disposal of the rainfall and drainage of the town 
at the same time that it is to keep the waters out besides other 
points which largely exercise a powerful influence on health 
and which cannot be “ bunded,” the engineer will find in the 
due performance of these, sufficient to task his utmost powers 
of ingenuity. * 

15. That such a task is possible T do not mean tb ques- 
tion, but I do mean to doubt whether the administration 
would permit the necessary outlay, and I further think that 
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when the whole subject has been thoroughly investigated its 
rejection is highly probable, •* 

16. Hie river water when it inundates the town, bringB 
with this in suspension, a large amount of pure mineral silt; 
some of this is deposited. The water however is never station- 
ary. The drainage of the town therefore is effectually remov- 
ed. ■ Now all our rivers subside far below the level of the 
surface of the country long before the breaking up of the mon- 
soon and the greater portion of such deposit is washed away 
again, and in ShwE Gyeen especially is this the case, where 
the rains are very heavy. 

V?. I have travelled up and down the Irrawaddy and 
Sittoung rivers in the past rains, during their highest rises; and 
I found the Public Health good everywhere. The mere 
flooding of a river therefore, immediately, causes no perceptible 
sickness, "per se. ” » 

18. Bund out the rivers at Shwe Gyeen, and the drain- 
age and filthy washings of the town must be detained for at 
least one month, during their • highest rises (the rivers rise 
two or three times) and until the waters recede, when the 
abominable accumulations can be discharged, leaving a deposit 
of course of indescribable filth and rottenness fit to breed any 
plague. 

19. The effect of detaining even for so short a period 
the stagnant ^courings of a town like Shwe Gyeen must be 
experienced to be appreciated. Tho experiment is not how- 
ever likely to be tried. 

20. Water in a pure state is Essentially necessary to* 
health, in an opposite condition it would be impossible to es- 
timate the mischief that would result to a community from its 
use. Lately the Medical officer of the Privy Council ( I will 
here quote th extenso ) “ has suggested the importance of a 
medical inspection of the water supply, since the fear fill Epi- 
demics of Cholera of 1847, 1849, and 1866, have taught jus 
that, however Cholera may bfe associated with mid fostered 
by overcrowding, it is not to this condition we are to look for 
its rapid extension through the community, but that it is 
essentially to the condition of tho water supply that its out- 
break and spread are to be referred. It is gradually beginning: 



JIO * PUBLIC HEALTH REPORT 1808. 

• 

to be felt that those hygienic measures which the progress of mo- 
dern investigation, founded on correct physiology and patho- 
logy, havp discovered to be necessary, and which have always 
been insisted on by the more enlightened, members of our pro- 
fession, must be carried into effect, if the nation is to escape 
the wasting ravages of plague, of cholera, of typhus and other 
frightful pestilences.” 

21. These remarks apply with equal force to this coun- 
try. The chief diseases of British Burma, fevers and dysen- 
tery, cause more than one half of the entire mortality, and 
both diseases are certainly preventible. by hygienic measures. 
These same diseases have given the town of ShwtJ-Gyeen the 
unenviable reputation of being the most unhealthy station in 
all British Burma. Extended observation points to defective 
water supply, overcrowding and bad drainage as the most 
powerful inciters of dysentery, and the affinity between mois- 
ture and miasm is so constant, that it is not difficult to com- 
prehend, that while we pay attention to the purity of the 
water supply and drain effectually, we get rid of the latter. 

22. The laws of health are equally applicable to our 
towns, villagesj and communities as they are in Europe. Let 
me disp«d the vulgar belief that all fevers in this country are 
solely due to a malarious origin, a poisonous exhalation from 
the soil peculiar only to the East, The want of good potable 
water and of good and deep drainage, well metalled roads 
plenty of light and air, cause more sickness and mortality in 
our towns and villages than we have any idea of. Every one 
is ready to accuse the country for every ailment he may suffer 
from — while sadly neglecting at the same time those laws of 
health, in the faithful observance of which he alone can expeot 
to live and enjoy health, 

• 

23. Great improvements have been effected with respect 
to sanitation in the town of Shwfe-Gyeen, and more are in 
contemplation. The marked benefit to the public health 
in this town which has followed those sanitary works Already 
accomplished, distinctly shews that our endeavours have been 
exerted in tho right direction. The results have been so im- 
mediately satisfactory that we are more than justified in con- 
tinuing the good work of sanitation. 
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24. I would suggest as the most sensible works for the 
further improvement of this town.*the following. Let the lac of 
rupees instead of being thrown away upon a bund be spent in fil- 
ling up thelow land, with earth tobe taken from the laterite soil to 
the north and east of the town — both situations are easily acces- 
sible. Then cut and revet deep drains to allow of the perfect, 
free and rapid scouring of the town during each down pour of 
rain. Sink artesian wells, (boring apparatus is procurable, I 
understand in Rangoon) Norton’s tube wells in virgin soif, 
away from overcrowded places, prevent overcrowding and insist 
upon a proper system of public latrines being erected. 

— ooo- 

SANITARY INSPECTION REPORT. 

SHWE-GYEEN DISTRICT. 

000 - 

South of Shwfe-Gyeen, I visited the town of Sittoung, 
Woom-bah-dow, Kyiek-y-tha, Kyiek-hto, and Kin-yooah, be- 
sides numerous other villages. 

SITTOUNG 

(a.) — Town. 

(6.) — Drainage. 

(e.) — Bazaars. 

( d .) — Water Supply. 

(< e .) — Court House. 

If) — Public Latrines. 

(</.) — Public Health. 

(h.) — Woom-bah-dow. * 

(O-Kyiek-y-tha. 

(j.) — Kyiek-hto. 

(k.) — Kin-yooah. 

(1.) — Bunds. 

(m.) — Pyne-khyoung creek. 

2. (a.) — T own. — The to-jvn is well laid out. The chief 

toads are metalled with laterite and gravel and are in good re- 
pair. The narrow streets and by-lanes* require _ attention. 
The town on the whole was fairly clean at the time of my 
visit. * 
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3. (&.) — I>RAiNAGE.-^-The drains are everywhere tempo- 
rary — simple cuttings in the«jaoil. They were tolerably clean. 
All should be revetted with* masonry, A part of the town 
is occasionally inundated during the rains. This, however, 
does not appear to cause any special sibkness as the water is 
readily drained away on the subsidence of the river, which 
occurs long- before the monsoon breaks up. 

4. (c.) — Bazaar. — This consists of two wooden buildings 
— one only of which is at present in use. The Bazaar was 
not so clean as I should like to have seen it : but an I chose 
the busiest time of the day for my inspection, it is just to add, 
that the mess created at such an hour is almost unavoidable. 
Befuse boxes are much required in all our bazaars. I dis- 
covered no accumulations of dirt in or about the buildings, and 
I infer from this, that attention is paid to the cleanliness of 
the place at other times. 

5. The consumption of fish at Sittoung is large, and a 
great quantity is daily exposed for sale in the market, yet no 
fish stalls have been erected. Their omission is a mistake. 
This bazaar has no water supply. 

6. One or two meat stalls also should be erected. Cat- 
tle are very seldom slaughtered in Sittoung it is true, but a 
large quantity of venison and other meats are very frequently 
offered for sale, and there are no suitable stalls for the purpose. 

7. (d.) Water Supply. — This is obtained from the 
river and from wells. My remarks on the water supply of 
Shwd Gyeen are applicable to the state of things existing here. 

8. ( e .) Court House. — Clean. 

9. (f.) Public Latrines. — There are none. The sub- 
ject should receive attention. 

10. (cl) Public Health. — The population is stated to 
he 7,688. The death and birth rates per 1000 for 1867-68, 
were 25.80 and 14.10 respectively. A short but serious out- 
break of acute Dysentery appeared in this town immediate!) 
after the rains, and from all 1 can learn on the aubie$t, I *qa 
satisfied that the disease was due to the useof had wwwfc At 
present the town is remarkably healthy. 
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11 ( h .) W som-bah-DoW. — The Bazaar was not very clean ; 
the streebralso require more attention, and the drains were 
in bad order. This town has paid municipal taxes for several 
years. I would suggest that some of the money be «pent on 
its conservancy. 

12 (i.) KYibk-y-tha. — This town was tolerably clean. 
There is no public bazaar here. 

18 ( j .) Kyiek-hto. — The main streets of this town were 
particularly clean. They were in good order and their drainage 
fall ample and free from dirt. The remainder of the town evi- 
dently is not so well looked after. Considerable rubbish was 
noticed under the houses, and the drains were not clear. Some 
of the houses are well built. 

14. The Bazaar was clean, but required repairs. The 
temporary stalls erected at one side of it are unsuitable. They 
cannot be kept clean and endanger the principal building 
to fire. If the institution is not adequate to the requirements 
of the place, it should be added to in a proper manner. I could 
mot discover any fish stalls in this bazaar.' 

15. The water supply is bad — it is bad everywhere. In 
Kyiek-hto, however I must admit, that one or two of the wells 
situated in the laterite soil contain good water. 

16. (&.) Kin-yooah. — Clean and in nice order. 

17. I found the public health to be good in all these 
towns. 

18. After what I have seen on the Irrawaddy and in 
other parts of Burma, I must say that I was more than 
agreeaply surprised with the general very cleanly state of all 
the large towns in this division of the country. It is true 
that many of these towns are built on a laterite soil possess- 
ing advantages not met with in the alluvial plains. Such as 
good metalling for roads, ample drainage fall, and good water 
m the higher and pure strata. That officers stationed in the 
Sittoqng valley take a greater interest in the welfare of the 
people committed to their charge, than their fellow labourers 
m other parts of British Burma, I cannot believe, yet the 
fact remains that the villages and towns on the Irrawaddy, in 
a sanitary point of view, compare very badly with these on 
the Sittoung. 
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19. ( 1 .) Bumjs. — The Sittoung valley is funnel shaped 
with its apex near our frontier aljove T oungoo,% and from 
thence to the opening of the c valley to the sea, near Kyazoo, 
is to be seen a vast, rich alluvial formation many feet deep 
and many square miles in extent. Through this flows in a 
most tortuous manner, the river of the same name, and while 
but two or three hundred yards wide only at Toungoo it mea- 
sures two to three miles at Kyazoo. In the rains this river 
floods its banks very generally throughout its whole length, 
but no where does it do so to any great depth. The popula- 
tion of the valley is exceedingly sparse, and regular and safe 
communication with a sea port town or market there is none. 

20. To the passing traveller who rides over this roadless 
country, the valley appears destitute of inhabitants. Agricul- 
ture is the occupation of the majority of the small population 
on the river banks, in its northern portion, and everywhere 
this cultivation is carried on in a small scale, and is exceeding- 
ly precarious. The value of the crops may be enhanced by 
the deposits of silt left by the floods if of short duration ; 
\yhile on the other hand, a continued high rise of the river 1 
may drown the young plants and a whole season’s labour is 
lost. This year about one third of the entire cereal crops of 
the valley were thus destroyed. In the southern part of the 
country the people are chiefly occupied in the manufacture 
of salt and ngapee. 

21. That such extensive tracts of good land remain un- 
cultivated, arises, in great part from the want of good roads, 
and easy and safe water communication with Rangoon and 
Maulmain. 

22. But something more than this is required before a 
population will settle and develop the natural resources of the 
valley. The river must be confined within reasonable limits 
by the construction of permanent embankments. 

23. The rise and fall of the Sittoung river depends solely 
upon the amount of the rainfall of the country. It receives 
into its channel no water from the sudden meltings of snow 
on the heights of Himalaya or any other mountains. Hence 
it follows that its highest possible flood level can precisely be 
laid down. 
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24. The dangers therefore to which the bunds on the Irrawad- 
dy are exposed can never occur h*ere. That river is subject t 
exceeding high rises quite independent of the rain-fall of Bur-* 
ma. How often its t course may have been changed by the 
slow descent of glaciers or the sudden rush of avalanches, 
the accumulations of years, into the valleys of its head waters, 
and there rapidly melting, it would be impossible to say, nor 
have weany sufficientgrounds for assuming that it shall not hap- 
pen again. We have on the contrary, precedents enough in 
other countries in its favor. T do not intend to discuss the 
other differences between the two rivers, though it would be' 
interesting to pursue such an enquiry, nor do I intend to dis- 
cuss how far my comparisons are correct. I simply content 
mysplf with pointing out the importance of bunding the Sit- 
toung, which to me, appears a very easy matter, and leaving 
the rest for our Engineers to consider. 

25 .(m.) Ptne-Khyouno Creek. — This creek used to dry up 
in the N. E. Monsoon, but within the past few years a very shal- 
low canal has been dug whereby it is possible during the high 
spring tides to push through it. The former made it neces- 
sary to travel by land between the Pegu and Sittoung rivers du- 
ring the dry .season. The latter seems to have been under- 
taken rather that ifs claims should rest as far as possible on 
the subsequent washings which the high tides in the Sittoung 
might affect in deepening the shallow cutting without refer- 
ence to the causes which gave occasion for that cutting to be 
made. 

26. If the consequences had been calculated ever so 
roughly, it must have been seen that the silting power of 
both rivers would have the precise effect, it was particularly 
desirous to avoid producing. A s it is these rivers have shown 
that their tendency to deposit mud is unchanged, and that we 
have simply been fighting'against nature. 

27. Well, the cutting has been made, and by so doing 

it has secured a partial and temporary advantage over the land 
route, at a cost of a vast sum of money, a route which can 
never be maintained v ithout a continued and heavy expendi- 
ture and one not by any means capable of fulfilling the ad- 
vantages it is hoped would be gained. n 
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28. The difficulties incurred with the bore in the Sittoung 
have not been overcome by the operation in this quarter ana 
•certainly are not likely to be. ' 

29. " Our great object in forming a c&nal in this direction, 
is to escape the dangers attendant on the bore in the Sittoung 
river and to ensure at all seasons a constant and safe commu- 
nication with liangoon. This the Pyne-Khyoung creek cut- 
ting has certainly not succeeded in establishing. It is neces- 
sary. therefore to select a better route which shall fully meet 
thene objects. 

30. By opening up a good canal here the communica- 
tion between the two valleys will be most remarkably facili- 
tated. It would be difficult to exaggerate the importance of 
this fact. But there is more to be considered than this. We must 
remember that the absence of a safe outlet to the Sittoung 
valley has kept it in a backward state,- and it comprises a 
tract of country equal in extent to about one fifth of the en- 
tire area of British Burma and that politically as well as 
commercially it is of vast importance. 

31. It may be of course that these points have been 
examined before, and that the gentleman who planned the 
cutting was the best judge of the most suitable} route which 
that cutting should take. 1 1 may be that tliG river Sittoung was 
thought capable of undoing what it had taken ages to accom- 
plish, namely the silting up of the shallow between the two 
rivers It may be that the measures to open up a canal in 
this place were based on sound principles, all these supposi- 
tions are quite possible, but it must be confessed that they 
are all far from probable. 

32. Several routes might be suggested for such a canal 
and the best has yet to be ascertained. There are not many 
men who havo the gift of discovering the natural features of a 
country through which they may travel, and who are capable 
of turning such knowledge to account. An Officer of this' 
Commission however has done so. He has submitted a pro- 
posal - a remarkably good one, and one deserving attentive * 
consideration. He proposes to join the Pagain Creek which 
is a navigable affluent of the Sittoung with the Kalee Creek just 
above where it enters the Pegu river, and between which there 
is all but unbroken communication by water. , 
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33. The advantages of a canal in this position are these, 
that leaving the Sittoung a little below Shwb-Gyoen where 
that river is most navigable and’safe, it escapes almost alto- 
gether -the influence of the tide and therefore *the b’ore; that 
it shortens the distance, whereby the saving orrime would be 
very great, and that, in addition, and which is perhaps the most 
important point, it would always contain ample water. 

34. Again — that there are no serious engineering difficul- 
ties to contend with is sufficiently apparent from the flat al- 
luvial nature of the country. The only one which, in the ab- 
sence of a regular survey, it Is impossible to express any decid- 
ed opinion upon is, the fall per mile. Should 'this really be 
found to be top great, locks as in America would have to be 
constructed, but I anticipate nothing of the kind. 

35. I am very far from supposing that a canal alone 
is all that could be wished to open up the communica- 
tion between the two rivers, and to supplement this canal by 
a road would be a very simple matter. 

36. This route then effectually .escapes the difficulties, 
and dangers of the present passage, and if it is not the best 
route, it is a first ‘rate idea, and a l-oute in this direction is bet- 
ter than no route at all, at any rate it is a thousand times more 
sensible and as practicable as the Pyne-kli young creek cutting* 

37. The evils inseparable from this latter route, which 
require such extraordinary precautions and vexatious delays* 
to ensure a certain and safe passage are not certainly over- 
come until they are rendered physically impossible. The ut- 
most care of the authorities could not bring about such securi- 
ty unless some convulsion of nature should take place in 
which the tide with its bore might disappear altogether. 

38. Bund the river and establish safe and constant com- 
munication between this valley and itangoon and a popula- 
tion will settle and cultivate the soil. . Without a sea port 
easy of access the Sittoung valley, however much we may im- 
prove it will remain as now, without inhabitants. 

39. A country cannot be healthy, unless it is drained 
and cultivated and to this end good roads and a permanent 
water way are absolutely necessary. 
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40. I have experienced the difficulties and dangers of 
travelling between the Sittoifng and Pegu rivers, both before 
and after the cutting of what c is now called the Pyne-khyoung 
canal. I beliedfe it is possible and highly, desirable to supplant 
this canal’ by* a better one — one which, if constructed with 
judgment, shall prove a complete success in every respect, 
and if I have in recording this belief, . over-stepped the limits 
of my office, I offer as my excuse, the importance of the sub- 
ject in a Sanitary point of view. 

oon — 

SANITARY INSPECTION REPORT 

MAULMAIN 

Rangoon, 10 th January 1869. 

Town. — The appointment of Health Officer for the town 
of Maulmain lapsed nearly two years ago — the municipal 
funds being insufficient to meet the salary of such an officer. 
The Civil Surgeon is however Sanitary Officer of the station, 
and he will furnish an Annual Sanitary Rej*ort at the expira- 
tion of the present official year. Beyond, therefore, noting 
certain points which I think ought to receive immediate at- 
tention, I have not thought it advisable on this occasion to 
anticipate any remarks he may wish to make, on the existing 
'condition of the town and its public institutions. 

2. The prisoners formerly allowed for conservancy pur- 
poses are no longer permitted to be employed on such duties. 
Maulmain consequently possesses no Health Officer or Con- 
servancy Establishment, and in their absence it is needless to 
say, that the town is in a most dirty condition. 

3. The Slaughter House was clean within, but the 
drainage round about .the north side of it was filthy and offen- 
sive. I saw at the time of my inspection a number of pigs 
lying about the building. The manner in which these ani- 
mals were fed was suspicious/ Their proximity to the offal 
was to say the least significant. I therefore addressed the 
Magistrate on the subject- -vide copy of letter attached, 
marked A. 
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4. The Bazaars in Maulmain are filthily kept. Fish are 
regularly killed, entrailed and cdt .up on the common wood- 
en floors — tho refuse and offal * being' scattered about in all 
directions. The meat (Butchers) is, sold undqr equally dis- 
gusting conditions. 

5. No meat or fish stalls have been provided in any of 
the, Bazaars and I am informed that the articles have been 
treated in tho same way as I have described, and on the same 
spots, ever since the buildings were erected. I addressed the 
Magistrate on tho subject of these Bazaars, vide copy of letter 
attached marked. B * 

6. Some of the floors of the Bazaars are so near to the 
ground that to clean underneath them is an impossibility, 
and never has been attempted. In one instance where seve- 
ral holes and loose board? existed, I saw bones and the refuse 
chips of meat &c. , being pushed through them. There are 
no local rules for the proper management of the Bazaars in 
Maulmain, vide extract of Magistrate’s letter attached mark- 
ed. C. 

7. In the Dyne-Woon-Quin quarter at the back of some 
of the squares there are several tanks surrounded by out- 
houses and i>rivies. The tanks should be closed. To me it is 
strange that such a nasty state of things should have been 
permitted to continue for so long and under the very noses 
too of the Health Officer and other authorities. 

8. The Commissioner informed me that steps were be- 
ing taken to purchase a site for new grave yards when all se- 
pulture within Municipal limits, would be prohibited as far 
as the native population is concerned. As the subject has 
now occupied some considerable time, I hope no further delay 
will be permitted in carrying out the proposed plan. 

9. I visited the Gaol, viewed the prisoners and made 
myself thoroughly acquainted with the working of the estab- 
lishment in allits branches. Although it is not a part of my 
office to report on the Sanitary state of our Gaols I beg to re- 
cord here that, I was exceedingly pleased with the healthy and 
cleanly appearance of the convicts, and the excellent sanitary 
arrangements which have been introduced by Dr. Donnelly the 
Superintendent. 

10. The prisoners diet was ample and well cooked, and 
I was delighted to learn that so great an improvement had 



12ii PUBLIC HEALTH REPORT 18G8. 

been made in this respect. Dr. Donnelly agrees with me that 
the vast change for the better- which has taken place in the 
health of this (Tad is attributable to the better feeding of the 
prisoners. The natives of India no longer die in large num- 
bers. They live and thrive quite as well as their free coun- 
trymen do and always have done in Maulmain. 

11. The Latrine is worked on the dry earth system. to 
perfection. I introduced the Kev. Mr. Moule’s system into 
our Gaols and being a thorough judge of its proper manage- 
ment 1 was unable to point out the smallest fault here. 

12. I also visited the Gaol Gardens. Nitrogenous ve- 
getables are grown to perfection and in abundance. To this 
class of wholesome and nourishing food Dr. Donnelly pays 
great attention. He coincides with me in opinion, after a 
large experience in this country that without such food in 
considerable quantity, the Burmese quickly sicken, jand no 
matter by what name the fatal termination may be called, die. 

13. So long as Dr. Donnelly is in charge of a Gaol in 
British Burma there is little fear of the prisoners being at- 
tacked and dying from starvation fever. 

14. There are many towns in British Burma which 
possess no municipal funds but which nevertheless are well 
kept and are a credit to those in charge. Perhaps an interest 
in the country and people and persuasion arc the means em- 
ployed to bring about such hippy results. I do not mean to 
infer by this, that a due interest in the welfare of the people 
of Maulmain is not felt by all the authorities there, but I do 
mean it to be understood that my experience teaches me great 
sanitary benefits can be conferred on a community in the ab- 
sence of actual municipal funds. 


From A. J. C >wie, Esquire Sanitary Commissioner, British Burma, to the 
Magistrate of Maulmain No. 77 A. Circuit House, 21th December 1868. 

I visited the Slaughter House this morning. The stench 
was most horrible /rom the practise of throwing the blood See . 
into ft pond close by. This should not be. 

The Slaughter House was clean itself, but there w,ere 
several pigs lying about it. Please to make a practice of feeding 
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pigs on offal an impossibility by prohibiting their being kept 
m the vicinity of the Slaughter nouse. 

- 000 - 

From A. J. Cowie, Esquire Sanitary Commissioner, British Burma, to the 
Magistrate of Maulmain No. 76 B. Circuit House, 24th December 1868. 

Both meat and fish are sold under the mggt unwholesome 
conditions in the Bazaar in the Obo or Dine-woon-quin quarter 
of the town. The meat is simply cut up on old wooden tables 
which must bo saturated with decomposing animal juices. 

The fish are killed entrailed and cut up on the wooden 
floors. 

All meat and fish stalls should be propJhy paved with 
stone or tiles well laid in cement on a good slope, and an am- 
ple supply of water should be continually at hand for cleansing 
purposes. 

The floors of the Bazaars are of wood and are built too 
near the ground. The filth underneath them must be horrible 
in the extreme; as there is no possible access to remove ac- 
cumulations. 

* 

000 

From Captain W. W. Pemberton Magistrate of Maulmain, to Sanitary Com- 
missioner for British Burma, No. 15 C. dated Maulmain 5th February 
1869. 

* Extract. 

“I further beg to state there are no Government Bazaars, 
nor rules, for management of the private Bazaars in the Town." 
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SANITARY INSPECTION REPORT. 

TAVOY AND MERGUI. 

Rangoon 1st February 1309. 

I TAVOY. 

(a.) Town. 

(6.) Drainage. 

(e.) "Water Supply. 

(</.) Bazaars. 

( e .) Court Houses. 

(f.) Polio® Tannahs. 

(g.) Public Latrines. 

( h .) Trees and Jungle. 

(i.) Public Health. 

1. («.) Tovw. — This was clean and the roads were in 
good order. It is well laid out. 

2. (b.) Draixage A large part of the Town is barely 
above high spring tides. *This is chiefly the case in its south- 
ern portion. The drains generally have suflicient fall at low 
water, however, in my opinion, provided that, they are kept 
free from vegetation, which certainly was not the case at the 
time of my "visit. 

3. (c.) Waii u Supply •- -This is in great part obtained 
from wells. In several instances I found wells very inade- 
quately protected. A good parapet Avail with a sloping 
bricked platform should be pro \ idod around each. Again, 
circular drains are also necessary to carry off waste water. 
Some wells in the town are situated in overcrowded places 
and contain bad water. Laterite soil cro 1 , up to the rear of 
the town and I believe good water could found in it if pro- 
perly sought for. Wells of undoubted nnpui'ity should be 
filled. Norton’s tube wells would ansAver in Tavoy. 

4. (d.) Bazaar: -The Government Bazaar is a miser- 
able institution. It consists of several open sheds, with mud 
floors, and at the time of my visit — 2 r. m., it was empty. 
The place was clean certainly, but Avhy deserted ? I inspect- 
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£d the private Bazaar, — a wretched collection of sheds, over- 
Crbwded and disgracefully dirtjj — at about 3 p. m., and it 
was well stocked and crowded with people. To the rear of 
this Bazaar the refuse and daily sweepings would appear to 
be thrown and there left to rot —a very bad practise. 

5. There are no meat stalls in cither Bazaar. Fish 
stalls are also' absent. Moreover there is no water supply. 

6. A good Government Bazaar is much required in this 
town. 

7. ( e .) Court Houses.- ( T^nn and m good order. 

8. Police Tannahs. — Clean and tidy 

9. Public Latrines. They require better supervision 
and should be placed at a distance from the tow n. 

10. (f ) 0 Trees and Junoll. - The late Civil Surgeon 
suggested in hife last Annual Report tint some of the trees in 
the towii should be cut down. This I decidedly decline to 

% recommend. The low jungle how ever in private compounds 
and round about suburban allotments might be cleared away 
with much benefit to the Public Health 

, 11. Public Health. — Good. Tavoy is a healthy town. 

There was no serious sickness present of any kind among the 
people. 41 

II. MERG-UI 

( a . )’ Town 
(b ) Drainage 
(<*.) Roads 
(*/,) Water supply 
( e . ) Bazaar. 

(/') Court Houses. 

(if. ) Police Tannahs * 

(A. ) Public Latrines 
( / . ) Overcrowding. 

(j. ) Jungle. 

(k . ) Lake. 

(/.) Public Health. 

(m.) Town of Tenasstrmi. 
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]. (a.)— -T own. -This is well laid out and very clean. 

Towards the South near the tidal creek which runs through 
this quarter of the town, T thought the houses rather too 
much crowded together. This quarter also was not so clean 
as T should like to hate seen it, but as timber enters the town 
in this direction, and is cut up as soon as landed, much of the 
untidiness I noticed may very possibly be due to this cause 
and is therefore unavoidable. 

2. (6.) — Drainage.— Good. Captain Shepherd in the ab- 

sence- of masonry has revetted some of the chief drains with 
wood. Sanction should be gh er. to substitute this temporary 
work with stone or brick 

2. (e.) Roai*. In excellent order. 

4. (</.) — Water supply. -This is obtained from wells, 
some of which are certainly within the influence of the tides 
and consequently brackish. Good water is obtainable in the 
higher laterite soil, and good avcIIs might be sunk for the pur- 
pose 1 would recommend the filling in of all brackish wells* 

5. Through the South of the town a stream of good 
water constantly flows, which comes down from a spring, at 
some distance up the hill side. This might possibly be di- 
verted tsaa good purpose instead of as now being permitted to 
run to \TOste. 

6. (e.) -Bazaar — The Government bazaar is a new build- 
ing. It is situated on a raised embankment on the sea shore. 
It Ava9 clean. It is not provided with meat stalls. Fish is 
sold here in large quantities yet no stalls for this aritcle of 
food have been erected. 

7. Captain Shepherd has protected the bazaar against 
fire by planting numerous eA r ergrecn trees between it and the 
town. He has also successfully removed some goodly sized 
trees*to this locality and they are thriving admirably. 

8. (f.) Col rt Houses.- Clean and tidy. 

9. (g.) Police Tanxahs. Clean and in good order. 

10. (A.) Public Latrines.- -These are in good order and 
well situated over the tides. 

11. (i.) Overcroavdino. —The houses over the beach are 
far too much crowded together. They are moreover in my 
opinion exposed to the serious danger of being SAvept away by 
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any sudden rise of the sea — a storm wave fey instance. £ 
would recommend the bep,ch beiijg kept quite clear of build- 
ings. 

12. (J.) Jungle. — I jjoticed some plantations ’too near 
to the -town which might be cleared with benefit to the public 
health. 

13. (k.) Lake. — T here is a large sheet of water bunded 
in the north of the town, at a very much higher level than 
the latter. The bund burst last year and had it not been for 
the timely repairs made to it by Captain Shepherd, the des- 
truction of property and lbss of life might have been very 
great. The water is not required or made uso of by the 
people. I would therefore recommend that Captain Shepherd’s 
suggestion be carried out. He proposes to drain the water 
off and place the land which is good under cultivation. 

14. (1.) Public Health . Good. 

15. (ni.) Town of Tbnasserim : This is situated on the 
river of the same name a few miles north of Mergui. The 
people are very unhealthy, and suffer greatly from fever and 
enlargement of the spleen. 1 )ysontory also is not uncom- 
mon. I am of opinion that the sickness of this town is occa- 
sioned by the people drinking the river water, which is highly 
charged with vegetable matter and other impuritiefe brought 
down with it from the dense jungles to the east. There is 
not a single well in the whole of this town. Norton’s tube 
wells should be.tried here as soon as possible. The soil soft. 
They are therefore almost sure to prove successful. 

-OOO' - 

MAULMAIN SANITARY INSPECTION REPORT. < 

CHOLERA ON THE SALWEEN, 

1 arrived in Maulmain on the 5th of December 1868, and 
meeting Colonel Ityan, the Commissioner, in the town, J 
learned from him that Cholera had appeared at a place called 
Hpa-gat on tho Salween river, and that 17 persons had al- 
ready succumbed to the disease. No farther time was lost, 
than that taken up in removing my traps to a boat, which was 
at once procured for me w hen 1 proceeded to render assistance 
on the spot. 
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2. I reached Thoyne at 11 p. m., a village 25 miles 
north of Maulmain and 6 south of IJpa-gat. There I found 
Cholera present. Several pei'sons had been attacked of whom 
three died. I visited the sick, prescribed medicines, and gave 
the Thoogyee, Moung Bhau, the fullest instructions how to 
place his town in the best possible sanitary condition. I also 
left medicines in his hands with full instructions for use. 

♦ 3. 1 now proceeded to Hpa-gat, where I arrived at about 

11a. m., on the 6th. Here Cholera had, as reported, carried 
off 1 7 persons, but the town was again free from the disease. 
The place was dirty. 1 remonstrated with the Myooke, and 
he promised to improve its condition, and before leaving I 
gave him a supply of mediciw > for distribution should any 
fresh cases occur. 

4. From this station m the direction of Menzai, 60 
miles north of Maulmain, l called at each village on the 
banks of the river 'Che villages here were in a cleanly 
state and well k r *pt. Pliau was particularly tidy. The 
Deputy Commifcrio iei, Cipldin Horace Browne, had made 
many improvement in it, among tlio most noticeable, be- 
ing a good and ve»] raised road with deep and lateral 
drainage extending V* *:igh +he centre of the town. 

5. Tending tl >» P» Health good and no word of chole- 
ra in this direct* n l retmiu'd to Thoyne, and personally 
superintended tin sanuaiy op Pmns, which I had set on foot 
to mitigate and stay if po^iblt die further spread of the 
/epidemic. 

6. A letter uli^h I addiessed to (Colonel liyan, from 
this village on the night of my arrival had reached its destina- 
tion and a fresh supply of medicines had been promptly for- 
warded. 

* 7. i found all my patients doing well. The Thoogyee 
and the people entered with a will into my views and all that 
If recommended v T as faithfully attended to. 

8. Thoyne is an exceedingly pretty village, situated on 
the left bank of the Salween, and contains about one hundred 
houses. It is nicely laid out in its southern portion and is 
shaded by a number of fine trees. To the north it is subject 
to inundations from the overflowing- of the Salween, and is 
y&ther crowded in some places, owing to the broken nature 
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of the ground, ami was not so clean as the remainder of the 
town. Here Cholera had* foui»4 a resting place. 

9. To check its spread afid to render aid to those suf- 
fering from the disease were my first objects. Tlfe village 
is divided in its centre by some gardens and as the southern 
half had as yet escaped the Epidemic, I hoped by this fortui- 
tous separation to keep it free. My endeavours were successful. 

10. 1 explained the following measures to the peopJfe 
and they did their best to carry them out. * 

A. — That no one shopld drink the river water, good 
water in abundance being procurable to the East of the town. 

B. That houses in which ( ’bolero, had appeared should 
be vacated for the present, and fumigated Avitli wood smoke.* 

(J. — That the dead should he buried at on.e, and all 
soiled clothes burnt. 

I).- That all pri\ies should be covered • with diy earth 
daily, and jungle cleared away. 

E. -That all should appl\ for medicines who migld be 
affected with Diarrhoea. For this purpose, I supplied < ach 
quarter of the town with medicines and superintended the 
administration mysel f. 

F. Thai all rubbish should be regularly swept up and 
burnt. 

(1. That communication as far as possible should be 
stopped between the two portions of the village. 

« H. That all should refrain from eating raw and indigesti- 
ble food. 

1 1 . These suggestions Were heartily followed. All were 
most anxious to do anything reasonable to rid themselves of 
the presence of this terrible disease. So much good had re- 
sulted from the measures which 1 had in the first instance 
recommended, and the disease seemed to have received so de- 
cided a check that the people placed confidence in me, and 
I had only to express a wish when it was immediately com- 
plied with. ,1 was surrounded daily for medicines, every one 
believing that 1 had infallible remedies for all the ills flesh 
is heir to. 1 was even requested to write to the Commis- 
sioner and beg that an order might be issued tp prevent 
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strangers entering the village until the Cholera had entirely 
disappeared. This of course, could not be done, and I only 
mention the subject to shew how thoroughly the people 
believed • in the communicability of the disease from one 
to another, and appreciated the good which must result from 
isolation. 

12. I remained at Thoyne and conducted carefully all 
medical and sanitary matters. Cholera soon ceased. 

13. The subsidence of an outbreak of cholera so quick- 
ly as in this instance at Thoyne, might be looked upon as ac- 
cidental — a freak of tho diseaso. Some might say tnat all the 
cases were sporadic, and I have no doubt that a hundred and 
one other things might be said to prove that the disease was 
hot cholera at all. These however are idle speculations. It 
was well known that Cholera had visited several villages in 
the Kareen Hills and its advent was looked for in some of our 
Southern towns. The disease in Burma usually travelling 
in a southerly direction. Cholera reached Hpa-gat in Decem- 
ber, a dirty town and destroyed some 1 7 persons in a few 
days. It then cros -ed the river to Thoyne and would have 
established itself there but for the active measures which I set 
on foot and which left no spot favourable for its propagation. 

13^. It is impossible to say to what extent the disease 
might not have extended, under -the fostering care of an 
opposite condition of things. Suffice it to say that the disease 
was Cholera, and sufficiently fatal to* please the most incre- 
dulous, as far as it was permitted to go. Yet the outbreak 
it must be admitted was a mild one, although this was not I 
believe attributable to any change in type, but to the gener- 
al very cleanly state of the villages in 'this valley, which 
afforded no favourable insanitary conditions for its deve- 
lopment in a severer form. 

14. It would be too much to presume that the course 
pursued by me stamped out the disease. Still the coincidence 
of its disappearance with the adoption of those sanitary mea- 
sures is remarkable, and encouraging enough to justify a re- 
petition of the experiment wherever Cholera may again shew 
itself. 

15. Having satisfied myself that there was nothing 
further to be done at Thoyne, I returned to Maulmain, visiting 
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the following villages on the journey, and supplying medicines 
where I thought they were required. 

t 

Right bank of the river. 

Myoungalay. 

Magee-gune. 

Than Phan-Nga-Go. 

Mhabee. 

Tuey-gham, 

Moke-ta-mah. * 

(or Mah-ta-ban.) 

16. I found no Cholera south of Thoyne. The towns 
and villages on the Salween, with the exception of Hpa-gat 
and Kadoe were clean and well kept. The water supply 
however in all requires improvement. The system .of latrines 
also is bad. 

17. Wherever I went, on discovery being made that I 
was a medical man the people literally besieged me for advice 
and relief. This exhibition of faith in the superiority of 
European medicine over their own superstitious native treat- 
ment, is by no means confined to those living in the valley of 
the Salween. On the Irrawaddy and Sittoung rivers far away 
from Government Gqperal Dispensaries and European help, 
the afflicted are equally solicitous in this .respect. The oppor- 
tunities afforded me in my constant travels of doing real good 
should be taken advantage of. As yet I have carried medi- 
cines with me, provided at my own expense, but I think that 
the Administration might with profit allow me a medicine 
chest. The cost would be trifling and weigh lightly in the 
balance against the good I might thereby be enabled to effect 
and the lives, which again and again I have the chance of sav- 
ing to the State. I trust therefore that tho Chief Commissioner 
will sanction this request, and as a medicine chest of conveni- 
ent size and appropriate to the work is not obtainable at the 
Government medical stores in Rangoon, if approved of, I 
further solicit the permission to order a small Dispensary of 
suitable design, at one of the Medical Halls in Rangoon, 
and charge the amount in my Contingent Bill. 


Left bank of the river. 

Fhingatha. 
Yooak-Thee. 
Thau-tha-Pying. T 
Kadoe. 
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18. My best thanks are due to Colonel Ryan, the G'om'- 
rtfissioner of Tenasserim. for t|ie very great assistance and sup- 
port which he gave uie throughout my tour on this occasion. 

19. ' To the active co-operation pf Moung Bhau, the 
Thoogyee of Thoyne and to the goneral good sense of the 
people, must he attributed the success of my mission' 
against the Cholera outbreak on the Salween. 

20. Too much praise cannot be given to the officers who 
Superintend sauitarv matters in this Division. 

21. All officers should be directed to furnish 1 me ffrith 
the dates of appearance . and disappearance of Epidemic in 
their respective districts. The total number of deaths in each 
village with strength of population should also be given. This 
information is absolutely necessary to enable me to compile 
my annual Cholera and other maps. 

— oou 

Fr6fn A. J. Cowie, Esquire Sanitary Commi^ioner, for British Burma, to tho 
Civil Surgeon, Rangoon No. 60 dated, Rangoon, 8th November 1868. 

Will you oblige me with your opinion regarding 
th6’ nature of the fever, mentioned in my letter. No. 51 of 
the" 5th September 1868, to your address. I would also 
feel thankful if you would forward dike a copy of any let- 
ters you may have addressed to the Magistrate on the 
subject. 


— - ooo — - 

From A. J. Cowie, Esquire fo the Civil Surgeon and Health Officer of Rangoon, 
No. 51 Dated Rangoon, 21st Soptembor 1868 

I see by the Magistrate’s returns of Deaths in the Town 
and Suburbs of Rangoon for last month, that a very large 
number of persons have died from fever. The total deaths 
far exceed the total births in the same period. 

2. I have the honour to request that you will favor me 
with any information you can gather, as to "the nature of this 
fover, which I fear is contagious. 
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3. Sometime ago the Y ambonquin, Botatoung and Poo- 
zoondoung quarters were visif^d by a fever of a low type, 
which to me resembled “ relapsing fever ” and appeared to be 
the result of overcrowding and* filth. Probably the present 
increasing death rate* is caused by the same disease. 

4. I am on the eve of my departure for Toungoo ; I 
trust therefore in my absence you will bring prominently to 
the notice of the Local Government, all Sanitary measures 
necessary to be effected to stay the further spread of this fever, 
of whatever nature it may be, in those quarters in which it 
is now so prevalent and fatal. 


-(JOO 

From J. J. Hbffbrvav, Esquire, Civil Surgeon to A J (’owns, Esq., Sanitary 
Commissioner, British Burma, No, 1 1 8 Rangoon, dated 11th November 
1868 , 


With reference to your letter No, GO of the 8th 
instant, I hafre the honour to inform you that I have visit- 
ed the localities where fevers have been so prevalent for 
months past, I found the Sanitary arrangements most de- 
fective, in fact none existed, and the people seemed tho- 
roughly ignorant of the common principles of sanitation ! I 
pointed this out to the Authorities more than once in my 
monthly Repoit that accompanies the Register of Births 
and Deaths but nothing seems to have been done in the 
matter. The Magistrate informs me that the localities un- 
der consideration are beyond the jurisdiction of the Con- 
servancy Officers. 

The type of the Fever Avas of a Tvj hoid Hemitteut 
character. 


IS 







HEALTH REPORT AKYAB. 

During the year 1868. 

% 

As 1 was not in the station in 1868, it is somewhat diffi- 
cult to report in detail on the Health of the place 

From inquiries made it seems that a few cases of Spora- 
dic Cholera occurred 

Dysentery and Diarrhoea were common during the rainy 
season, and are said to have proved rather intractable. In 
former days when in Medical charge of this station, I always 
found these wanderings from health yield, if treated as va- 
rieties of Fever. 

Fever, as manifested under the signs and symptoms, to 
which the term fever is at the present day restricted, was of 
course prevalent. That departure from health, whose charac- 
teristics are cold, heat and sweat attended by recognizable 
periodicity, te always present in Akyab. 

Venereal Disease was almost universal among the prosti- 
tutes If some means could be enforced to compel such wo- 
men to discontinue their trade, whilst suffering from certain 
disorders, a great benefit would be conferred on the heedless 
Sailors who frequent this port. In November the station was 
visited by a very destructive Cyclone. No immediate injury 
to the public health followed at once in its footsteps. A com- 
plete report on the Cyclone was published by the Commis- 
sioner of Arakan. 

Great numbers of fine trees — the ornaments of the sta- 
tion, were "blown down by the hurricane. These trees were 
originally planted by the Great Commissioner Sir Archibald 
Bogle. , 

tV. J. MOUNTJOY. 

Civil Surgeon and Health Officer Akyab. 
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Cattle Disease 


ANNUAL HEALTH REPORT KY0UK-PHY00. 

For the Year 1868. 

• 

Taking into account the past year as having been ex- 
MewltH tremely healthy throughout its .differ- 

cnt seasons, I have not much to dwell 
upon, except that a slight visitation of Measles in the Island 
of Cheduba, which was noticed in August last; and on applica- 
tion immediate means were adopted to send medical assistance 
to the Myooke of that place -happily no casualties from the 
disease took place. 

We have had a few cases of small pox as also of cholera, 
_ „ but they were of short duration and 

purely of a sporadic character. 

Epidemic No epidemic of any sort this year. 

In October last a few cases of deaths took place among 
Buffaloes in the neighbourhood of the 
old salt Golahs, when immediate st u ps 
were adopted to separate all the affected from the n^altl^ 
brutes, and every other necessary precaution taken to prevent 
extension or spread of the disease. Tins is the first time that 
we have had any thing like an outbreak of cattle disease in 
this part of the country. It affords me infinite pleasure to say 
that it was not marked by that malignancy as in the neigh*- 
bourhood of Akyab or in other parts of British Burma. 

The Town of Kyouk Phyoo is very carefully attended to, 
„ . ' and its Municipal arrangements are 

carried out by the people themselves 
under proper advice and suggestions of the authorities, and I 
have not the least doubt that if the same state of things con- 
tinue, I shall always have a clean bill of Health to show in all 
my future reports. 

Z rpgret extremely in not having in my last year’s report 
on Public Health made any mention 
“ • of the existence o£ Public Latrines in 

the Town of Kyouk Phyoo, the simple reason of the omission 
was the fact of my having had some years back ( in 1864 ) 
brought the subject prominently before the Sanitary Conypis- 
isoner. 


ng in my last year’s report 
Health made any mention 
;ence of Public Latrines in 
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We have no Public Latrines in the Town of Kyouk 
Phyoo. 

- Alex. THOMAS. 
Medical Officer Kyottk-Phyoo. 


-ooo — 

SANITARY REPORT- KY0UK-PHY00. 

For the Year 1868. 

1. Topograph ica i j Dusciumov op the Station and Dis- 
trict GENERALLY. * 

The town of Kyouk phyoo is situated in Lat : 1 9° -26'- 
01 7" and Longitude 93°-34'-38.8'. It is bounded on the 
South by a creek called Gnathan Kay Khoung and a low 
range of hills. On the North by the Kyouk Phyoo river, 
on the East by the salt Golah creek or Nalapoy Khoung and 
on the West by the hill called Toungseng. The Civil station of 
Kyouk Phyoo was once a port where the Marine as also the Mi- 
litary Departments were located; but within the last few years 
the Head Quarters have been shifted to Akyab and just now 
we have a Deputy Commissioner in charge, a Medical officer 
with establishment, a Police consisting of two European 
Officers and a number of Native Inspectors with a staff of 
Constables. We have also a Government school, two Hospi- 
tals, a Charitable Dispensary and a large commodious well 
kept Gaol. With regard to its present condition and prospects, 
I cannot do better than quote the words of our late Deputy 
Commissioner in his Revenue Report for 1867-68. viz., 

Vid. Revenue Report fm igb7-h» “ that, it is unlikely that this town of 
txtenx by ceptam riant .. j£youk Phyoo will ever increase in 

“ prosperity. It has gradually gone down hill since the with- 
“ drawal of the detachment of Local Battalion) and since Gov- 
“ emment ceased interference with the manufacture of salt ; 
“ and true will these words be proved not only with regard to 
“ the Town of Kyouk Phyoo, but the whole District, if some- 
“ thing is not done to dispel the cloud of “ lethargy ” which 
“ seems* to hang over the District -and the most feasible plan 
“ to obtain such a desirable end. is steam communication, par- 
“ ticularly as the port of Kyouk Phyoo possesses a natural 
“ harbour of splendid dimensions, -the entrance to which is 
“ buoyed oft with ^reat exactness ; soundings have been 
“ taken and entered m the Government Charts, noting the 
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“ depth of water even inside the harbour in which the largest 
“ ship might ride, and is almost in the direct line now taken 
“ by the B. I. S. N. Co’s : SPkeamers in plying from Calcutta 
“ to Maulmain and back.” The soil of Kyoulc Phyoo is san- 
dy throughout with the exception of a* few spots or places 
whence a bluish marl looking earth is obtained for making 
pots &c. The hills are one and all composed of sandstones, 
more porous than compact. Never have I come across any like 
those splendid specimens of granite of which some of the 
arches for bridges along the grand trunk road leading to 
Benares which one meets with close to the river Soane. The 
harbour of Kyouk Phyoo is sufficiently large to permit the 
entrance into it of vessels of heavy tonnage, and during the 
last Burman war, I have seen the " Feroze ” and the late 
“ Mozuffer ” as also several others frequently lying within a 
few yards of the Kyouk Phyoo Wharf. The breadth of the 
river of Kyouk Phyoo in a direct line on triangulation is found 
to be 2j- miles across. The indications are ample to show, that 
the station of Kyouk Phyoo is under the influence of volcanic 
phenomena ; and as it is, we arc lying within a few hours 
journey in a South Easterly direction to an active volcano 
which not many years back, burst forth in all its terrific mag- 
nificence, and in its violence tore away large masses of earth 
in its vicinity ; and while the column of fire was shot up, the 
earth shook and trembled and in various places opened out 
and threw up a darkish colored semifluid matter of sulphu- 
rous odor; the action however was fortunately of no long 
continuance. 

2. Nature of climate and atmospheric phenomena. 

The climate of Kyouk Phyoo, as far as I can judge is the 
best in all Arakan. In the rains however it is necessary for 
one (particularly a foreigner) to be careful in properly cloth- 
ing himself ; for it is at this time of the year that the at- 
mospheric changes are sudden and generally occurring unex- 
pectedly, bringing about a considerable amount of relaxation 
of the human system, so that, it is necessary to be more than 
cautious in observing the ruled for maintaining health, as the 

season is anything but what is termed fresh or bracing. 

* 

3. Rainfall. — To dwell on the subject of rainfall, it is 
nothing more than to speak of the wet state of things hi^foii 
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about during the monsoons. The rains come on here with a 
few showers at the latter part ofrthe month of May generally, 
and this fall of rain is called in India “ Chota Bursath,” but 
here the same thing is called “ Mo-Oo ” which is te ry wel- 
come indeed ; for it is welcome in two ways : — 

1st. — Where everything was hot, sultry and parched, with 
the grass all scorched up, now we have the opposite condition 
effected, and, • 

2ndly. Our mangoes and other tropical fruits are ripened, 
cooled, and made delicious, for the table. The setting in of 
the monsoons here, as in India, is generally marked by the 
vehement meeting of the elemental furies in the form of thun- 
der, lightning and storm, and the first regularly settled rain 
commences, I may say, with the beginning of J une,* modera- 
ting about September, enabling the sportsman again to re- 
sort to the field for a “ Battue ” against the early snipes which 
now come in — in October we have squalls again, as in other 
parts of India and these go on gradually subsiding, till we ap- 
proach the cold weather of November, December, January 
and part of February. The quantity of rain which has fallen 
for the last five years, I mean the average annual fall is the 
following: — 

1864 18.7. 

1865 14.5. 

1866 12.5. 

1867 -13.8. 

1868—13.2. 

4. Position and Drainage of Town. — The Town is placed 
with a river towards the North, a creek and a part of the hills 
to the South, to the East, the salt Golah creek or Nalopoy- 
khoung and on the West a range of low hills. Its drainage is 
maintained by Kutcha open Drains and are well fitted for the 
requirements of the inhabitants. . 

5. Extent of ground occupied by town, roads, descrip- 
tion of their positions, number and width generally to show 
the ventilation in regard to prevailing winds. Average su- 
perficial space approximately to each inhabitant 6f estimated 
population.- The roads lie N. k S. and East and West, they 
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are broad and capacious in every way to meet the wants of 
the inhabitants. There are 30 roads of which 18 are 
45 feet in breadth, and 16 of 30 feet and 6 of 15 feet. 
The ventilation is free and perfect in every rospect. Ap- 
proximately, I may say, each individual enjoys a superficial 
area of 36.5 Perches, which I think is more than ample for 
the maintenance of health. Our town is sparsely inhabited. 
The area of the town is stated to be 650 acres ; apd within 
this are said to be resident 2,829 souls in all — the average 
breadth of the land which forms the town boundaries is about 
10-16ths of a mile and the length about 1 ll-16ths of a mile. 

6. Condition of town, as regards drainage, noting any 
changes made during the past year. — The town as far as 
drainage js concerned, is as good as it is possible to be expect- 
ed from the most rigid municipal arrangements The changes 
and improvements that have been made during the past year 
have been principally in the •clearances effected in the strict 
attention paid to the removal and destruction to all manner 
of offal or rubbish, and the prevention of the accumulation of 
the refuse matter from the fishermen’s stalls. . 

7. Ventilation of houses. — With regard to the houses, 
T mean with reference to Ventilation, they are very lightly 
but constructed so as to secure, that amount of ventilation 
which is enough for the health and happiness of the occu- 
pants. 

8. Overcrowding. — There is no overcrowding. 

9. Conservancy. — The conservancy is maintained by 
each owner of the house under proper suggestion and advice 
and is in keeping with the strict principles of hygiene. 

10. Water ^upply.*— Condition of wells. Ample in 
every way of late there seems to be growing up among 
the people a monomaniacal desire to endow each man his 
part of the Town with a well, thereby to perpetuate 
the memory of the good deed, so that by this ebullition of 
their’s we have an addition of at least 1 0 good brick and stone 
wells added to the number we had before. In consequence 
.all cannot but be rejoiced at the quantity of good, whol^ome 
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water on the very r<4£d sides and procurable without a price, 

with no let or hindrance. > 

# 

11. General health of inhabitants. — The ’general health 
of the inhabitants has ‘been very good. 

12. The comparative state of health of the different 
sections of the community. — The comparative state of health 
of the different sections of the community I lay down as 12 
being the maximum and I have graduated it as follows : — 

European ... !.. ... ... 8 

Eurasian ... ... ... ... 8 

Hindoos and ) - 

Mussulmen ) 

Burmese and J *12 

Arahanesc ) 

* 13. Epidemic — History and progess of disease. — Date 

of appearance, noting situation of first cases — Date of cessa- 
tion — Direction of approach &c. Happily no Epidemic last 
year. 

14. Mortality. The deatli rate very low indeed. 

15. Endemics.- Nothing to speak of. 

16. Success or otherwise of Vaccination —Partially suc- 
cessful. 

17. Employment injurious to health.— By no means 
•injurious. 

18 The effect of opium smoking or eating Gunja and 
Bhang on tho population are they injurious or otherwise? — 
Most decidedly and positively injurious. 

19. State of the Bazaar.- -The stalls are now being 
finished and when boarded throughout the changes will be 
most marked. 

20. State of the slaughter-house and grave yards. — Both 
are very good. 
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21. Sanitary state of Public # Institutions. — The 
School-house and the Circuit Bungalow are in a state of dis- 
repair and unless immediate measures be adopted the roofs 
will be nm est this monsoon. 

22. Note all recommendations of importance made during 
the year to the Local Authorities on Sanitary matters. — 

A. On the subject of an outbreak of cattle disease in 
the neighbourhood of the town here, I was obliged to call 
upon the attention of the Magistrate of adopting immediate 
steps to segregate all affected buffaloes, from those that were 
free from the disease and every other necessary precaution 
was given to prevent extension and spread of the disease. 

B. I was necessitated (in May last) to write to the 
Magistrate to send for the butcher to be reprimanded for kill- 
ing beef opposite his house — thereby causing a nuisance in 
the neighbourhood, -the time of the year favoring putrefac- 
tive condition to be brought about rapidly. 

23. Any additional remarks thought necessary. — None 
whatever. 

9 Alex: THOMAS. 

* Medical Officer , Kyouk Phyoo. 

— ooo- 

HEALTH REPORT -SANDOWAY. 

For 1868. 

From J. K. Macrae, Esq , Officiating Deputy Commissioner, Sandoway, to the 
Sanitary Commissioner for British Burma, Rangoon, dated Sandoway, 
the 24th April 18G9. 

I have the "honor to forward in original the Annual San- 
itary Report on this Station by Dr Pyster, *Civil Medical 
Officer : — 

1st. ' The town of Sandoway is situated on the left bank 
of the rivor of that name, about 15 miles from its mouth, 
and about 1 8 feet above the level of the stream, in the dry 
weather ; the greater part of the town is on the plain but 
towards the south end is a piece of elevated table land, which 
almost abuts upon the river, and on the edge of which next 
to. the river some portion of the town is built, including the 
Charitable Dispensary ; the rest of this table land which is in 
extent about Jth of a mile and 40 feet high is unoccupied at presc 
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ent, it formerly formed, I believe, the site of the lines of the 
Arakan Battalion ; the main street extends for nearly a mile 
along the river’s bank and between the extreme N. E. end 
(the European Quarter containing the public buildings) and 
the piece of table land above alluded to are a few cross streets; 
behind these are the Bazaar and the Gaol, the latter about 
600 yards back, westward from the river’s bank. 

The main street passes in a South westerly direction 
between the river an<f the table land which in this place forms 
a steep bank ; owing to the encroachments of the river on the 
one side of the road, and th$ steepness of the bank on the 
other, the houses here are few in number but when the table 
land ceases and the plain opens out again at the south end 
there are some 40 or 60 more buildings. The Sandoway river 
can hardly be said to be navigable, the influence of the tide is 
felt for some miles above the town and boats can- come up at 
high water, but when the tide is out it is not knee deep in 
many places, in front of the town the river forms a basin a- 
bout eight or ten feet deep ; the water at this time of the year 
is brackish but during the rains the river is subject to violent 
and sudden floods, which cause it to overflow its banks, inundate 
the town to a depth of some feet, .these floods however do not 
last generally mot-e than a day or two. The town is surround- 
ed aftid almost enclosed at a distance of two or three miles by 
ranges of low hills covered with jungle, the height of these 
ranges varies from 3 to 5 hundred feet ; and although 15 miles 
from the mouth of the river, the town is only about five miles 
from the sea in a direct line, so near indeed that the beating 
of the surf upon the shore is distinctly audible and the influ- 
ence of the sea breeze felt, a well made road leads from the 
Station to the sea beach at the village of Napalee where there 
is a Bungalow to which invalids can resort for change of air 
if necessary. 

With regard to the District of Sandoway generally it 
may be said to be hilly but not mountainous, with few plains 
of any extent. The ridge of the Yoe Mah Mountains forme 
the boundary between this District and Pegu, this range is 
at Sandoway about 25 miles from the coast, the intermediate 
space being a mass of hills ; 6n the banks of the rivers which 
r un down from the Yoe Mah range to the sea through val- 
lies which are never of any breadth is a little eultivatable land. 
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generally a light loam, on which where subject to periodical 
inundations of the rivers Tobacco is raised, and Paddy in the 
parts more removed from the ''rivers banks and net enriched 
by their overflow. 

In the Northern part of the District bordering on the 
Ramreo estuary an extensive alluvial delta has been formed 
by the joint action of several large rivers, this is at present 
covered with dense jungle, but is capable of being converted 
into a rich rice bearing tract. * 

The prevailing rocks are, in the North and centre a close 
grained brown coloured sand stone, in the South black gneiss. 

The present boundaries of the District are, on the East, 
the Yoe Mah range ; South, the Gwa river separates it from 
Bassein, North, the Maee river forms, the boundary between 
this District and the Ramree District, and on the West, the 
sea and the Ramree estuary form the boundaries. 

2. The climate is very wot in the rains ; — In the dry 
weather it is colder in the cold, and hotter in the hot than 
the Tcnasserim Coast ; — In January and February dense fogs 
hang about the hills round the Station but I think these are 
confined to the course of the rivers and not general through- 
out the District. 

3. The rain fall is stated by the Medical Officer to aver- 
age 225 inches. 

4. The town being situated along the bank of the river 

o o 

and being in no place at any great distance from it there is no 
difficulty in causing the surface water to run off intp the 
stroam and the soil is light and porous. 

5. The whole area occupied by the town is rather less 
than a square mile in extent. One long road commencing at 
the North end or European quarter runs along the river’s 
bank ; along one third of this road there are houses on both 
sides, then the houses cease on the side next to the river, and 
further on there are no houses on either hand ; then toward 
the end there are a few houses on tho right hand or side fur- 
ther removed from the river. 

There are two other roads running parallel to this main 
road commencing at the European quarter, they are only 
built on for 5 or 6 hundred yards in siich order as to entitle 
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them to name of streets. In this part they are connected 
with two or three cross streets. * This part is the centre of 

the town, behind it are the Bazaar and Gaol. 

* • 

These two parallel streets then run on Southerly and 
ascend the hills or table land mentioned in the 1st Paragraph, 
where is situated the Charitable Dispensary, the Phoongyee 
Kyoungs and a few detached dwellings, principally those of 
' Natives of India. % 

A road runs back from the Bazaar with houses in gar- 
dens. . 

The stroets are narrow, 22 feet would in a large town 
be quite insufficient for ventilation; here they are funple. 
The houses are low and do not shut out the breeze, and the 
space occupied by each inhabitant as shown by the Medical 
Officer must sureiy satisfy the requirements of hygiene. 

6. The drainage of the town has been well attended 
to in by gone years ; the streets are well drained and have 
pucka culverts at the principal crossings. No change or im- 
provement was made during the year. 

7. The houses are all built of mat and bamboo with 
open bamboo floors. 

8. And are by no means overcrowded. 

9. There is no Conservancy Establishment ; during 
tho greater part of tlio year the convicts were allowed to 
sweep the public parts of the town; now orders have been re- 
ceived prohibiting Extra-mural labour, the people . do some- 
thing towards collecting and burning the leaves %nd rubbish 
near their houses, and the Bazaar is kept clean by a sweeper. 

10. The Station does not want for good water, besides 
one or two natural springs, there are numerous wells of ex- 
cellent water all over the toAvn, these are all bricked down to 
the bottom and are in good order. The water of the river is not 
used. 

11. As regards the health of the inhabitants the report 
of the Medical Officer in charge shows very favourably. Be- 
sides fevers which prevail to a greater or less .extent in all 
towns in Burma, ho only mentions Hooping Cough, Measles 
and Colds as the prevailing diseases. 
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12. An examination of the Births and Deaths return 
strengthens the opinion expressed by the 'Medical Officer that 
the Burmese are the healthiest, and the Arakanese and Na- 
tives of India most liable to sickness, this is/ especially shown 
by the return of the Mortality by fever/ the casualties among 
these races were many while the Burmese comparatively 
escaped. 

The inhabitants of Sandoway are composed of Burmese, 
Arakanese, Natives of India, that is Natives of Bengal, chiefly 
Chittagonians, and a few families of native Musselmen of tho 
country, who settled in this place from upper Burma 50 or 60 
years ago. 

The European population consists of the Medical Officer 
and his family, the Deputy Commissioner, and the Superin- 
tendent of Police, the Eurasian population consists of one in- 
dividual. The health of these has been invariably good. 

13. There has been no epidemic disease to report on 
except Measles and that was of a very mild nature. 

14. The entire mortality in the- past 3 years has been 
respectively 84, 58, and 49, the greatest number of deaths 
take place among children under 5 years of age. 

15. The only endemic disease, the Medical Officer is 
able to name as prevalent in the station, is Fever. 

16. The Officer in charge of the station is keenly 
alive to the advantage of diffusing the benefits of vaccination, 
but he has met with much dogged resistance from a prejudiced 
population who refuse to see the advantages to be derived 
from submitting to the operation ; grave doubts also as to the 
efficacy of fixe results, from the apparently inferior quality of 
the lymph used prevented his urging the matter as strongly 
as he would have wished, nevertheless the results for the pre- 
sent year, when they come to be shown, will show a consider- 
able improvement on former years. 

17. There is no employment carried on in this district 
which is specially injurious to health. 

16. Opium smoking prevails largely throughout the 
District, the Medical Officer has shown that it is directly in- 
jurious to health," and that it is not a necessary stimulant as 
some have asserted, is I think proved by the fact that in Gaol, 
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where they are compulsorily deprived of it, even confirmed 
Opium smokers improve in conduion and health. 

19. There is one Bazaar only, it is under the direct 
control of the officer in charge of the Station, and* is kopt 
clean by a Sweeper. * 

20. No slaughter house exists, as there is no use for one. 
The Grave yards are far removed from the town. 

21. The Sanitary state of the Gaol and Dispensary is 
reported to be very satisfactory. 

22. No written recommendations were made by the 
Medical Officer, but he from time to time .communicated 
verbally his observations as occasion offered. 

23. I would remark in conclusion that the filthy state 
in which the town was reported to be last year is not now 
observable, on the contrary it appears to me that Sandoway 
is rather beyond the average a clean little town, but the Sta- 
tion is not well situated in a commercial point of view, and 
is not likely to increase much 6n its present site. 

In the Births and Deaths report and returns are includ- 
ed the population of the Suburbs, some small out-lying vil- 
lages containing 837 inhabitants, so the population of the 
main town of Sandoway numbers only 1,516 souls. 

-000 — 

ANNUAL HEALTH REPORT-SANDOWAY 

For 1808. 

1 . The Station of Sandoway is situated on the left bank 

Topographical description of sta of the Sandoway River in Lat : 1 8 °- 22 ' 
tlon and District generally N. and 94° 2l'-49" E., and is Said 

to be about 25 feet above the level of the sea. The river is 
a small stream taking its rise from the Yoma Range, and 
after a westerly course of 48 miles, and about 1 5 from the 
station, falls into the Bay of Bengal. The general aspect of 
the Country or District is hilly and uneven, and picturesque. 
There are many mountain ranges running from North »to 
South* parallel with the sea coast and are thickly wooded. 
These commencing from the Yoma Range, decrease in height 

20 
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as they approach tlxe sea. The station is prettily situated 
and, except to the North-w^st, is surrounded by Hills and yet 
this natural enclosure does nbt shut out the winds of the 
different* seasons -in fact, the North-west and South-west and 
South-east winds blow strongly into the Station. The Dis- 
trict embraces an area of 3,6(57 square miles, and Goachoung 
is the Southernmost Town, and Mahee the Northernmost. 
It is bounded on the North by*%lie Island of Ramree, on the 
South by Basse in, on the East by the Arakan Mountains, 
arid on the West by the sea. The population consists, of 
46,187 souls. The soil is. alluvial with a substratum of hard 
clay. The Hills abound with clay, lime stone and sand stone, 
and Ferruginous matter in some places. 

2. The climate is hot and dam]). The heat of April 
* Nature of climate tmi rtmospi.u i. and May or the hot weather, is great 
phenomena and y le Therin(>iueter during the day 

rises to 92° or 96" and falls at night to 75 . The nights are as 
a rule cool, and the atmosphere then is loaded witli moisture. 
The prevailing winds are North westerly and Westerly. In 
the rainy season the Thermometer is 86° during the day and 
falls at night to 78 or 79 . There is an immense quantity of 
moisture suspended in the air. Prevailing winds Southerly, 
South-westerly and South easterly. The cold season extends 
from the beginning of November to the middle of March. The 
Thermometer is about *3° in the day and falls to 60°, some- 
times to 52° at night. The nights and mornings in February 
and March are densely foggy. No remarkable atmospheric 
phenomena occui red during the year. The usual thunder 
storms occurred at the setting in of the rains, which ^were 
unusually heavy. From the 8 th, to the 13th of November* 
there was some disturbing influence in the weather marked^ 
by strong South easterty winds, rain and heavy drifting clouds' 
to the North west it was afterwards proved that a Hurricane 
had travelled in that diiertion. 

3. The rainfall during the year 1 868 was unusually 

fi*m fail hea\ y \iz. in: 253.15 being 72.95 

♦ • in excess of that of the previous year. 

The average fall is about in : 225. 

4. The Town is situated on the left Bank of the river 
FooHvnt jukI Ofiwii ve io«n <ll) d rilllS f 1 OlTl N, W. to S. Ili» ftlld 

South. Sandowav, besides its natural 
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facilities for drainage, l*as many, good drains and culverts, but 
the central part of the Town is rajtfier low and drainage slight- 
ly defective. * 

j. The extent of ground occupied by the Town is 1 
Extent ot grm>n 4 occupied V square mile. The main road rims from 
Town, roads Ac N. W. to S. E. along the bank «>f the 

river, and four other roads run parallel to it ; their width is 
about 22 feet. The number of cross roads are four, and they 
run from N. E. to S. W. The prevailing winds in the hot 
and rainy soasons are N. W., W., S., S. W. and S. E. In the 
cold weather E., N. E., and The population of tho Town, 
excluding the suburbs, number 1,510 persons. Tho average 
superficial space to each inhabitant is about 18,389 square 
feet. 

(5. The Town is well drained. There is natural drain- 
conditiouofTowncregudsdr -am- age towards the Iiiver, and the town 

drains are in good order. There are 
no swamps or stagnant pieces of water excepting an old tank 
which may be filled in with advantage 

7. The Houses are small and low, and the flooring some 
ventilation of iiouhoh 3 or o loot from the ground. Fgoin 

tlieir construction, 1 should say, good 
ventilation is impossible, but from the nature of tho material 
of which they are built (Bamboo matting) theic is as much 
circulation of air as 'is neees*«ir\ 


9. There is no ( \msi rvaucy Establishment at Sandoway. 

conserv mey Tlic people kee}> tlxc thoroughfares 

Clean in front of tlieir houses, and 
there is a marked iinpro\omont in cleanliness about the dwell- 
ings of the inhabitants. 

10. There is an abundance of _»oi>d water and obtained 

Water Supply from Wells. TllO Wells ai'O VOarly 

cleaned out anil branches of trees 
&c., overhanging them are cut away. 

11. From January to February the health of the inliab- 

•Jenersl b*.ltb of Inhabitant* ' itailts WUK VCVV good. Hooping 

Cough which appeared ill Town in 
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March ceased in April; from May up to the end of August 
the health of the inhabitants# continued good again ; but so 
early as September when the rain cjeclined, after very heavy 
falls in June, July and August and after the country was 
twice inundated. Fevers of severe type* add form prevailed 
and continued to do so to the end of December. 

12. The ^Burmese form the largest section of inhabitants 

comparative otatc of hQiith of the of the Town being 1,332, the Ara- 
woverai *oction- <k the community k aneS e about 616 , the N atives of India, 

chiefly Chittagonians 277. The Mugh Musselman a small 
section. The Arakanese seem to suffer most from sickness, 
Natives of India next, and the Burmese comparatively the 
least. 

13. Hooping Cough appeared epidemically amongst chil- 

Epidemic* dren in March and ceased in April. 

14. The mortality shewn in the Registration Return 

is 65 being 2.76 per cent to the popu- 
Mori&Ui lation. Not high at all considering 

the maijy causes vhich operated to destroy life during the 
year. 

15 The only Endemic I should say, is Fever. 


Success or ithciwisc 
turn 


17. 


Employment injun^UH to bcti 4 b 


riulemu > 

l(i Vaccination pi ogresses -very slowly and therefore 
successful to a small extent. 

There is scarcely any employment in this District 
which T can sav is injurious to health. 
The greater portion of the inhabitants 
are Agricultui ists and though they plough and sow r during 
the rainy season and consequently much exposed to the wea- 
ther yet I June not seen an} ill effects follow. 

18. The vice of Opium eating or smoking is very exten- 
Th. effect of opmm «»!...< ... sive in the District. Out of 76 Criminal 
®* tulg Prisoners admitted into Gaol during 

1 868, more than one third were noted as opium smoker# and 
eaters. That the practice of opium eating is injurious there 
can be no doubt, but the ill effects are not apparent before 3 
or 4 years. A peculiar sallow appearance of countenance and 
emaciation betray the victims. They are debilitated and render- 
ed helpless — the appetite is impaired and digestion imperfect. 
They are unable to take any food without the accustomed 
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stimuli — there is a great tendency to derangement of the bowels 
particularly to hoemorrhage fronroowels — nervous prostration 
and incapable of much physical exertion and the victims are 
therefore dxiven to rob or steal even in a small way, *80 as to 
be enabled to obtain their usual bupply of the drug, and hence 
they come into Gaol — and after a sojourn of 1 8 months or so 
they leave it healthy and strong ; but in most bases, to renew 
their wonted habits and re-enter Gaol in the miserable con- 
dition as before. 


19. There is a small Bazaar here and it is creditably 

State of the Bazaar oltitUl. 

20. There are no cattle slaughterers and therefore no 

State of si lugbter house and grave slaughter llOUSe. The grave yard is 

y * rd “ about 2 miles away from Town and 

remote from dwellings. It is in good order. 

2 ! . The .sanitary state of the Gaol and Dispensary is 

Sinlhuy stite of public Institutions very satisfactory. 

22. None. 

Accommcndnti n cf importance 
mado during the ir 

23. IS one. 


Anv additional remarks thought 
necessary 


C. E. PYSTER, 

Civil Medical Officer, .Sctndoivay. 


HEALTH REPORT -RANGOON. 

For 1868. 

Under this head the Civil Surgeon classes the following 
sanitary rmprmement the as having been effected during the year 
tow “ under review. 

I. A Culvert with 2 Sluices constructed in. Montgome- 
rie’s streot to prevent the Burmese Burial ground in the vicin- 
ity from being inundated by the tide. 

f l. The raking of Fytche* Square. 

II. The draining and raising of Block B 1 and B 2. 
The first was a very important work and great good will 
arise from such a salutary measure. 

The second is also an important work as what was origi- 
nally a nasty swamp in the middle of the town, is now being 
rapidly converted into a nice healthy pleasure Garden. 
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The third is a very important work and a most needful 
one. The Kutcha drains that formerly existed in these Blocks 
were a reproach to the town-^filth and all manner of refuse 
used to accumulate in them and become embedded with the 
soil, while for drainage purposes they were next to useless, 
now that Brick drains have been constructed much good will 
result* Roadsdiave been raised and will prove a * great boon 
to the residents of these Blocks. Formerly the roads were 
almost impassable during the monsoon months. The actual 
Blocks however on which the houses are built are still very 
low — the raised roads cutting through the Blocks have 
brought to view in a more conspicuous light the actually low 
lying land between. The floors of many of the houses are 
almost below the levol of the roads, and the low land between 
during the monsoon months is completely inundated, even 
during the dry season, high spring tides washing up the Brick 
Drains are apt to force their way over or through the side 
drainage apertures and inundate the land ; the tides recede 
but the water is left to stagnate. It is most desirable that now 
the roads have been raised and improved that the Blocks 
themselves be raised to the level of the roads. This would at 
once obviate accumulations of obnoxious water such as at pre- 
sent exist, and for this purpose owners of houses whose floors 
are below the level of the roads should be inada to raise them 
in order that the Sanitary work could be conducted without 
hindrance. 

Referring to the Brick drains that have been made in 
the Blocks alluded to, it is particularly noticeable that some 
of them for actual drainage purposes are no£ what they should 
be — the old drains constructed some 2 or 3 years ago or more 
are alluded to. The drainage slopes now towards the canal 
road, instead of towards the Strand road, the consequence 
being that during spring and high tides in the dry weather 
water is forced up through the Blocks as far as the Canal 
road and lodges there, the receding water does not draw^jjfc off 
an interval of some days occurs before the next spring tide, 
and in the mean time this water becomes a mass of black 
stagnant filth. It is extraordinary the rapidity with which 
the water stagnates but may be accounted for from the fact 
that the drains are never free from water and the bottom of 
the drains are covered with a thick coating of pure black 
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slimy mud an accumulation pf deposit from the water, com- 
bined with refuse. Originally iy» doubt the dratfis were pro- 
perly sloped but there is no doubt now that they have sunk 
deeper and deeper in proportion to the distance from the 
Strand road This may be accounted for from very heavy 
brick buildings having been erected closo to the drains inland 
whereas nearer the Strand brick houses were already erected 
before the diains were made, or it may be that the soil inland 
is not so firm and compact as that near the Strand road, but 
whatever the cause, it is most desirable that the necessary 
improvements be made, as the drains in question become cess- 
pools of filth of a most offensive character, and trom their 
large capacity and peculiar formation it is most difficult to 
keep them clean, indeed the Conservancy Gang would have 
nothing else to do if it was employed in continually cleaning 
the drains. In the monsoon their state is not of such conse- 
quence as the water inside than is being continually stirred 
up and mixed with pure rain water, the natural drainage 
keeps filling them and forcing out the mixture, refilling 
them again so tli ' the offen->ive nature of the water is 
rendered comparatively harmless. 

The Conservancy Staff at the disposal of the Magistrate 
which consists of 2 Conservancy Offi- 
coiuerranc} arrangement* cers and 40 prisoners with 2 scavenger 

carts, have been kept closely at work during the year under 
review, they parade the streets tho whole day long clearing 
up refuse and cleaning the Town, but it is obvious that this 
staff is inadequate for the Conservancy of the whole Town, 
they cannot clean every street and drainage space in the 
Town every day, as ought to be done, however they do all 
that can be done by them and generally keep the Town clear 
of refuse. Tho drainage spaces require a great deal of atten- 
tion and for this work alone one Cart might be very profitably 
employed in each Division of the Town every day. Had the 
daily 'refuse to be carted to any distance from the Town the 
present Conservancy staff would be greatly crippled as re- 
gards their efficiency ; tho time occupied in going from and 
returning to tho Town would necessarily retard conservancy 
operations to a great extent. At present all refuse & c, is 
deposited on the River bank and serves to raise the naturally 
low lying river frontage, but objections have been made to this, 
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and it would perhaps be more beneficial if some other method 
of disposing of the daily refuse were adopted. A moder- 
ate sized boat moored in a central convenient place near the 
strand road frontage might be used as a recoptaelo for the re- 
fuse so that every evening it could be taken well out into .the 
stream and be emptied of its contents. Tho strong current 
would wash every thing clear away, and there would be little 
fear of its being again deposited any where near the Town of 
Rangoon. 

Pure water is no doubt a great blessing in any Town, 
and a regular supply of water would prove a groat boon to 
the people of this Town, but the present supply is not of such 
a poor nature as to call for any very urgent measures, the 
supply is fair and generally adequate to the requirements of 
the people. In tho months of March, April and May it is a 
scarce commodity and greatly needed, for these are the 3 
most trying months in the year. A system for the supply 
of good water is required and would doubtless prove most 
beneficial and conducive to the health of the people. The 
general drainage of the Town has progressed' well and is re- 
ceiving active attention, there is no doubt much to be done 
in this respect, and which will in time be carried out. 

The Burial grounds are situated in the outskirts of the 
Town, with the exception of those in the Poozoondoung Road. 
There certainly are several Burial grounds here, but they are 
some distance from the road and in unfrequented uninhabited 
parts — there is no chance at present of the Town extending 
any where near them, and complaints are seldom or ever made 
with reference to them. It might be advisable to allot new 
sites for Burial grounds as the Town extends itself and the 
present Burial grounds become crowded, but there does not 
appear to be any urgent necessity for it at present. If sites 
could be allotted and it is thought by those who are most 
competent to judge, that the present grounds are injurious 
to the Public health it might be judicious to close those that 
are so considered injurious. 

The present slaughter house is certainly a dilapidated 
building and devoid of facilities necessary for efficient sanita- 
tion, but a plan for a slaughter house has been submitted and 
it is to be hoped that before long it will be constructed — the 
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sit© of the slaughter house is good, and now that the road 
leading to it is being raised and metalled nothing further is 
required ; one good slaughter house yfill it is thought suffice 
for the requirements of the Town. It is within easy, distance 
of the chief town markets, and no inconvenience has hitherto 
been experienced except on account of the road leading to it, 
when during the last monsoon it was in a very muddy state, 
but then it had only recently been made. The land on either 
side is very low, and indeed at the slaughter house itself 
which is surrounded by a creek running up from Poofcoon- 
doung. The new building ^vill have to be raised on masonry, 
and the natural creek will probably prove of some use. It is 
desirable that small slaughter houses for hogs and sheep be 
erected on approved plans. 

The question of Privies in the Town is one that requires 
much consideration. There is at present no regular system 
of Privies, each house holder lias his own Privy erected in 
his own peculiar style. The Conservancy Department keep 
a constant supervision over them and take measures to see that 
they are kept clean, but these little jirivies are so numerous 
and placed m such out of the way corners that many doubtless 
escape notice. The, Public Latrines of which there are five,* 
are not nearly adequate to the requirements of the Town, 
and I agree with the Civil Surgeon in suggesting* that more 
be erected, but to enforce every one to use these Privies when 
erected, and close private Privies would certainly be an inju- 
dicious measure, and one that however good in theory, could 
not be carried into practice with the many castes and mixture 
of Paces we have.in the Town — but there are other consider- 
ations besides those of Caste and Races which would nega- 
tive the suggestion except under a particularly perfect system 
of Latrines. Private Privies must be used and must be kept 
clean and ' inoffensive ; to do this there must be a system of 
conservancy for this purpose. All Private Privies ought to 
be constructed on one plan so as to secure decency and per- 
mit of easy conservancy — a small Privy might easily be con- 
structed so as to ensure the required sanitary facilities. The 
'chief requisite would be a strong and portable receptacle for 
the excreta ; to be placed in the chosen spot, so that it could 
be closed and cleared of its contents with ease, cleaned and 

I>Ik, 2 Pri\a 
21 
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then replaced in its stand inside the Privy, which might be 
made of either planks or bamboo walls with top coverings- — 
night carts ought to be placed in convenient spots for the re- 
ception of the contents of these utensils which should be emp- 
tied every night — a few maters would Be required to be kept 
for each Block, but the cost of these would be defrayed by 
the people themselves, if it were made compulsory to have 
the utensils cleaned every evening. Under a strict supervi- 
sion they would join together in hiring and paying for the 
services of the maters, ‘and the cost would be so small that it 
would hardly be felt. A few sheds with lime at the night 
cart depdt would be requisite, so that the utensils when omp- ' 
tied could be coated inside with lime as also the receptacles 
on the night carts. This would have the desired effect in 
keeping them fairly clean and as inoffensive as possible. A 
staff for the carts would have to be entertained but the cost 
would not be excessive and might be defrayed in many ways. 
These carts after a certain hour at night would move off and 
deposit their contents at some locality where it would not 
prove offensive. They might all be kept in one place in the 
day time, and be moved into their different stations at night. 
This plan if properly supervised would it is thought be an 
improvement and answer every purpose* The system of en- 
forcing dry earth Privies would be a most difficult and 
could not well be done, if it could, there would still be the 
difficulty of getting ridjof the excavations — each block in the 
Town would require a night cart but it is possible that one 
cart would answer for two Blocks. The only difficulty would 
be as to the sit-s on which to station the carts at night, so 
that they would be within easy access of their respective 
Blocks, and not he offensive, but this might bo managed and 
the difficulty bo overcome. 

The most prevalent and fatal disease during the past 
year has been fever, occasioned by malaria. This may be 
accounted for on account of the low marshes that exist here 
and thero, and especially in the Suburbs, in fact the whole 
Town is low, as is forcibly apparent in many parts. The 
whole or a great part of the river frontage is composed of 
swampy marshes which ought to bo filled in and raised above 
high water as soon as possible. High tides inundate them 
and recoding again leave water to stagnate for days. Tho 
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smell that arises from these swamps after the sun has set, 
and when the breeze is from the South or South east, must 
prove more or less injurious — nor doubt these will bo all filled 
in, in time. The raising of the Blocks where the people re- 
side is of much more importance at present much has been 
done in raising the land in Rangoon, and much is being done 
at this present time. Small Fox has been next fatal to fever, 
and appears to have confined itself to the low crowded quar- 
ters, especially Yamboonquin, the streets here are narrow, 
the houses are on low land with low floors, and low roofs, 
and they are more or less # huddled together, ventilation is 
not so free as it might, be, and there is no regular system of 
drainage. This it is to be hoped will be remedied as soon as 
the more important quarters of the Town are completed, as 
regards their wants. 

* In conclusion it is a matter of congratulation to be able 
to state with the Civil Surgeon, that Public health lias not 
suffered to any extent during the year under review. We 
have' been free from epidemics and it is to be hoped that tho 
coming epidemic that has been so often alluded to may be 
staved oft' for many a long year to come yet. 

A. (}. STROVER. 

Mu gist rate 


- OftO 

HEALTH REPORT- RANGOON. 

For 1808. 

1. Sanitary improvements in the town. With tho 
exception of a culvert with two sluices having been construct- 
ed in Montgomery Street to prevent the Burmese Burial 
ground and tho low ground in the vicinity there from being 
inundated by the tide, the raising of Fytche’s Square, ana 
the draining and raising of blocks B. I. and B. IT. now in 
course of completion, I am not aware that any Sanitary im- 
provements have taken place in the town of Rangoon during 
the period under review. 

2. The Conservancy arrangements have received the 
best attention considering the insufficient staff at the disposal 
of the town Magistrate for that purpose viz : two conservancy 
officers and forty prisoners ; however, it is satisfactory to be 
able to state that notwithstanding this drawback the Public 
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Health has not excepting in some of the Suburban localities 
to which the operation of thp Conservancy Department does 
not extend, suffered to any serious extent. 

I cannot however proceed further without stating here 
my conviction that unless Rangoon is" plentifully supplied 
with pure water, sufficient house accommodation, efficient 
drainage, and a much larger conservancy staff, an epidemic is 
1 think sure sooner or later to appear amongst us. 

3. It is advisable that the burial grounds should be at 
a greater distance from the town. 

4. Two properly constructed slaughter houses in oppo- 

site and accessible localities are urgently required, the present 
shed near Poozoondoung for the maintenance of which in a state 
of cleanliness thei-e seems to be no provision, is really not 
approachable for months during the S. W. monsoon. • 

5. It is a well known fact and l have reported it soon 
after my arrival here last May, that sunken privies are very 
common throughout the town, and l understand many of them 
have been in continual use for the last fifteen years without 
having been once emptied ! The wonder is under such cir- 
cumstances that every well in the town has not been poisoned, 
and that some frightful epidemic has n ot^de vastated the place 
long since. 

6. In my first monthly Health report on this town, I 
described a system of conservancy which I do believe is the 
only one applicable to this place, viz : Public Latrines should 
l>e erected in different parts of the town, somewhat after the 
fashion of those in use with the European Regiment hero, aud 
occupants of private houses should be made to substitute the 
same for' the present abominations; the excreta should be 
removed every night in air-tight carts to a distance not less 
than two miles from the town, and there be deposited iip pits 
and covered with a layer of earth. 

In course of time when the inhabitants would moro free- 
ly resort to tho Public Latrines, during the dry months of 
the year the “ dry earth system ” with a pug mill might be 
brought into use in one or two of the more frequented ones, 
and I venture to say that Chinamen and other agriculturists 
when they come to know the value of the poudrette as a ma- 
nure would gladly pay a sum for it that would to some ex- 
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tent reimburse the Department for its outlay. It is t think 
worth the experiment on thiB siqp.ll scale, for if it succeeds, it 
will not only be conferring the greatest blessing on tho town 
residents, but also very lucrative to a Department that wants 
money. ’ 

7. By far the most prevalent and fatal disease through- 
out the past twelve months has been fever of a remittent 
character, and I should say in most cases the result of Mala- 
ria, but I have not remarked a single instance of that disease 
which iny predecessor states “is gradually obtaining a foot 
hold in this town, and that is Typhus Fever.” Although fe- 
ver of the remittent type is I believe the most fatal of all fevers 
generally met with in the East, I am not inclined to believe 
the great mortality from it here is due to its virulence. I should 
rather imagine much more to the mal-treatment adopted by 
the Burmese. They rarely think of applying at tho Hospital 
for medicines till all hope lias gone, and never think of re- 
moving the sufferer from the unhealthy locality. 

8. Six deaths occurred from Cholera, which complaint 
seems to have been sporadic in character. Nine persons 
were attacked by it in Poozoondoung in May last, (the Magis- 
trates return is inc’efrect,) four of whom died. Jt was re- 
marked that those who suffered from tho complaint in the 
latter j dace were all natives of India, but notwithstanding a 
careful enquiry into its origin, nothing satisfactory could be 
ascertained. 

The three remaining recorded fatal cases were isolated 
ones, and from the fact of their being so, wore probably not 
cases of Asiatic cholera at all. , 

!). Of the exanthemata. Measles and Small-Pox have ex- 
isted amongst us, causing a mortality of 155) and 102 respec- 
tively ; the former prevailed throughout the town but more 
specially in the Madrassee quarters ; it was not very severe 
in type, and the greater number of deaths were caused by 
subsequent neglect. The latter is now Endemic and general- 
ly prevalent in the localities of Kemendyne, Yam-boun-quin, 
Poozoondoung, and tho Madrassee quarters. Deaths from 
it have been more numerous of late, and until vaccination is 
made compulsory it v, ill remain among us in greater or leas 
force. 
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10. I am aware tha.t some persons in this country do 
not look upon inoculation with. that horror which I think »it 
deserves, and give as their reason in support of Inoculation, 
the inertness of vaccine at a season when small-pox is preva- 
lent pretty generally. Now the disease barely prevailed during' 
the greater part of the monsoon, the only season that vaccine 
is found to be inert — being the occasion only of 1 1 deaths dur- 
ing the month of J une, July, August and September f 

The Superintendent of vaccination informs mo that in the 
suburbs inoculation is very freely practised, and that it has 
more than once caused the spreading of Small-pox and the 
death of not a few persons. He also believes that inoculation 
is the cause in a great measure of the disease being endemic 
here. 

Compulsory vaccination has btauiped Small-pox out in 
Denmark, I consequently do not sec why if practised with 
energy the moveable Vaccine Establishment as recommended 
by Dr. Charles, being always ready in case of an outbrust of 
disease in any part of the district — during the dry months of 
the year in this country, it would not lessen the likelihood of 
Small-pox being so prevalent and eventually expell it altogether 
from among us, but to attain this object ^Vaccinators should 
be much more numerous, they should be the sons of inocula- 
tors, or inoeulators themselves, be retained all the year round, 
and live among the people, who will thus become habituated 
to the prophylactic, and .Vaccination will make its way and in 
time become one of the institutions of tho country. 

J. J. HEFFERNAN. 

(JirJ SmyeoH dial Health Officer. 

ooo 

DEPUTY (JOMMR'S. HEALTH REPORT. THAYETMYO. 

For INtjK 00. 

Notwithstanding the increase in the number of deaths 
by f>8 over last year, the town of Thayotmyo has been very 
healthy. 

No Cholera had appeared up to tho end of the Official 

year. 

In January 1M>8, Small-Pox showed itself in the town 
and did not finally disappear till the beginning of Juno 1868, 
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the total number who died from 'this desease was 16, all of 
them children under three yeari^of age. 

The Conservancy Establishment sanctioned has been 
engaged and the car.ts daily r< move all the rubbish* &c. from 
the streets, and the town is much improved in point of 
cleanliness. New and broader streets hate also been opened 
which has contributed considerably to the healthiness of the 
town. 

Public Latrines arc much required the Executive Engi- 
neer last year undertook to draw out and submit a plan for 
them, this he has not yet (lone, but will again be requested 
to do so. 

W. MUNRO. 

A sniata n t Co in missioncr. 


HEALTH REPORT.-THAYETMTO. 

For 1868 . 

A description of the soil and site of Thayetmyo having 
already been published in reports of former years, I do not 
consider it necessary to enter into that subject in the present 
year but I trust to be able to do so fully in my next report. 

The number of deaths registered in Tliayetmyo for the 
past year is 281 showing an increase of 58 over last year but 
as 1 have shown in the report on Births and Deaths the 
death rate is great among children ranging front 1 to 9*years 
of age. This 1 attribute in a great measure to the want of 
care and the food that is given them. 

The Town itself I consider healthy. The streets are 
clean and airy and have drains running on either side. Three 
conservancy carts and two scavengers are now employed in 
daily moving the filth and rubbish that may collect irt any parttif 
the town. • The Conservancy establishment 1 consider is 
scarcely large enough to do justice to the Town and would ro- 
commond more scavengers being employed. 

' The great want in the Town are public Latrines — At p? e- 
seni for want of these Latrines the inhabitants commit a 
nuisance in all places. This must to a considerable extent 
vitiate the atmosphere and render the people liable to an out- 
break of Cholcnl at any time. 
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During the past year there were no Epidemics as I con- 
sider them. There were certainly a few cases of Small Pox 
and among them only 10 deaths. This itself is sufficient to 
show the healthy state of the town. I regret much 1 am 
unable to give a better report but as I only assumed charge of 
the Civil duties during this month and as my predecessor 
left no report of the health of the town, I can only give a 
rough statement as gleaned from the Death Returns. 

D. C. McALLUM. 

. Civil Surgeon. ■ 

ooo- 

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER’S HEALTH REP0RT- 
PROME DISTRICT. 

F6r 1868. 

]. The Civil Surgeon’s Report which has now to bo 
remarked on is for the year 1868, and is dated 4tli January 
1869. The present Deputy Commissioner did not arrive here 
till March 1869, and he has only just learnt that he is expect- 
ed to make some remarks on a Report which was submitted 
so long before his arrival in this place. His remarks must 
necessarily therefore be brief and unsatisfactory. 

2. The Civil Surgeon commences his report with some 

remark son the meteorological phenom- 
Temporature ena Q f the year — The temperature 

of the hot weather is said to have been slightly below the aver- 
age of the two previous years, but it is added that no groat re- 
liance can be placed upon the accuracy of the thermometer 
from which the variations of the tempi rature have been 
recorded. * If this be the case it is suggested that the 
defect might be* rectified at a very moderate expense. 

3. The Civil Surgeon notes that the rain fall in 1868 

, was 48 s /? inches against 35 inches in 

n ““ faU 1867. In the Civil Surgeon’s Report 

for 1867 the a\orage, rain-fall was estimated to be 40 inches. 
This estimate was challenged by the Sanitary Commissioner 
who computed the average fall to be 70 inches. But the 
rains of 1868 w6re more than usually hoavy and if tho amount 
of rain in that year was only 48*/ 6 inches as stated by the Civil 
Surgeon, the Sanitary Commissioner’s estimate of the average 
must bo wrong 
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The Deputy Commissioner would suggest that the solita- 
ry rain gauge in use at Prome jnpy by its incorrectness, be the 
cause of the doubt which hangs over this disputed point, and 
the Deputy Commissioner would recommend that -a second 
gauge be allowed that its readings may be compared with 
those of the old one. > 

4. In paras 7 to 18 the Civil Surgeon remarks upon 
the epidemics by which the town of 
Epidemics. Prome has been visited during the 

year. 

The following is a comparative Statement of the num- 
ber of deaths from Cholera, Small pox, and Measles during the 


last two years. 



1 M57 ...145 

39 

\2 

1 868 ... 50 

39 

111 

Decrease ...„ 95 

ty 

increase 99 


Conservancy 

previous local 


5. On the statements of the Civil Surgeon regarding 
. Con«oi\cincy tlio Deputy Commis- 

sioner can say but little having no 
knowledge to guide him — An addition has 
keen sanctioned to the personnel of Conservancy establishment 
but as no carts were applied for at the same time and as an 
additional Establishment would be useless without Carts it 
has not yet been entertained. 

Hornol A BUOWXE, 

l)ej mt if L 1 oin hum ton <n\ 


OoO - 

ANNUAL SANITARY HEALTH REPORT |0F THE 
PROME DISTRICT. 

For 1868 . 

1 . Climate, Epidemics, &c. With the exception of a 
severe “ North Wester” of about 30 minutes duration, which 
swept over tho district on the 2.>th April last, by which one boy 
lost his life in the Prome Bazaar, and -in its violence unroofing 
housed, uprooting trees, and capsizing boats upon the Irra- 
waddy, few atmospheric vicissitudes occurred during tho past 
year to distui b the equilibrium of the ordinary cycle of 
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phenomena attendant upon the North East and South WdSt 
monsoons. i 

2. The temperature during the hot months of the season 
was slightly below the average of the two previous years, but 
since tnermometric readings are constantly liable to variation 
front the slightest causes, it is obvious, that no great reliance 
can be placed upon the records of a single Thermometer that 
has not for years been compared with a standard instru- 
ment. 

3. The rains set in on the 1 8th May and continued pretty 
regularly until the end of October, 18 inches and 6 tenthshav- 
ing fallen during that period against 35 inches in 1867. The 
Burmese considered the season an unusually wet one which so 
far corroborates the statement 1 made in my Annual Sanitary 
Report submitted at the end of the Official year, that the an- 
nual rainfall in the Prome District seldom exceeded 40 inches. 

4. Since both the health and prosperity of the inhabi- 
tants of this part of the world are almost entirely dependant 
upon the periodical return of the rainy reason, it is of the last 
importance to them that the precipitation of rain, both as to 
its duration and quantity should be equally distributed for 
the purpose of regulating the growth of the productions of 
the soil. The year under review lias been remarkably favora- 
ble in this respect, and, I am, happy to be able to report, that 
though serious apprehensions of an universal inundation were 
entertained early in the season, the rice harvebt has turned out 
a remai-kably fine one, which has reduced the price of that 
important cereal to 2 annas a viss There has, however, been 
a decrease during the past year in the paddy cultivation of 
953 acres of land, from causes chiefly attributable to partial 
inundations at the commencement of the season, loss of cattle, 
and destruction of crops by rats. 

5. In my Annual Medical Report for 1867, 1 men- 
tioned that the alluvial and sandy soils in the vicinity of 
Prome were admirably adapted for the cultivation of Indian 
com. Further experience convinces mo that not only would 
it grow luxuriantly here, hut in great plenty owing to the 
mildness and humidity of the climate. The Burmese, how- 
ever. appear to prefer the cultivation of the custard apple, 
whirli is neither so productive, nor so useful Moreover from 
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the -natural configuration of the face of the country, its geolo- 
gical peculiarities, dense jungle forests, and geographical po- 
sition, it is peculiarly adapted to the cultivation not only of 
the above mentioned grain, but also for Cotton, and most of 
the esculent cereals dnd fruits, and vegetables, which flourish 
in inter-tropical regions. 

6. The Northern portion of the district is also safe 
fyom annual inundations, in consequence of the elevation by 
silt of the banks of the Irrawaddy, and the proximity of sever- 
al well known ranges of hills which attract the superabun- 
dant moisture of the atmosphere. 

7. I regret however, to observe that notwithstanding 
the favprableness of the past season to cultivation in general, 
the welfare of the inhabitants was considerably marred by 
the presence of those subtile and inexplicable causes in the 
shape of epidemics, which never fail to carry death and devas- 
tation along their tracks, and to leave no records of their 
existence save the helpless wailing of frail humanity for tlfe 
victims who have passed “to where beyond these voices there 
is peace.” 

8. The most fatal was an epidemic of Measles which 
broke out early in February in the town of Prome among the 
coolies who were working in the Cotton shed of the Agent 
of Messrs. Todd, Findlay & Co., and rapidly spread over the 
whole town, and extended to tho neighbouring village. 

9. The number of ^eaths which resulted from this dis- 
ease in the town of Prome alone since the 15th February- 
last amounted to 1 1 1 , the greatest number of whom, as will 
be seen from the subjoined Tabular Statement died in. the 
months of May, June and July. 

10. The coolies among whom it broke out were all from 
Upper Burma who had only arrived in Prome a short time 
previously, so that there can be no doubt they brought the 
disease along with them from beyond the frontier*. 

11. There can also be as little doubt that tlus high mor- 
tality 'Was mainly du» to the ignorance and carelessness of the 
parents and attendants of those affected by neglecting to pur- 
sue the most ordinary dictates of common sense in treating 
them. 
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12. Most of the casualties occurred from the after effects 
of the disease, chiefly from Atrophy, and inflammation of the 
chest. I have myself seen several cases from both causes, all 
of whom died through sheer mismanagement, and whom I 
invariably found in a state of nudity though the atmosphere 
was damp, and to them cold at the time. 

1 3. The only *and most effectual method of putting a 
stop to this annual recurrence of epidemics from across the 
frontier would bo to adopt a system of quarantine by which^all 
emigrants would bo subjected to a medical examination. 

14. The irruption of srndll pox from all I can ascertain 
was not the result of a fresh visitation, but simply a continua- 
tion of hist year’s epidemic which was probably retained in 
foniitis (substances embued with contagion) during the cold 
season to break out again afresh in the hot weather; or what 
is just as probable, was propagated by inoculation which the 
Burmese in this District practice extensively in favorable 
weather. The outbreak, however, was not of a very virulent 
type, since only 33 casualties resulted from it in the town of 
Prome, though the disease was more or’ less prevalent for a 
period embracing about nine months out of the year. 

15. I am unable to conjecture to what extent both this 
disease »nd Measles prevailed throughout the district, but on 
the authority of the registrar, i think I am justified in saying 
not to any \ cry gi eat extent. 

16 . 1 1 is much to be regrettfed^that the Burmese would 
not take more kindly to Vaccination than they do, especial- 
ly when Small Pox is prevalent, not only do they avoid it as 
much as possible, but resort to all kinds of excuses to postpone 
the operation even when they are visited at their own homes, 
and I regret to say that the Thoogyees appear to have a special 
prejudice against it, for when they do procuro any children for 
vaccination, they invariably collect them in the outskirts of 
the town, tbough there are hundreds procurable in their im- 
mediate neighbourhood. 

1 7. Thfe outbreak of Cholera was more sporadic than 
epidemic in its character, and though a Sufficient number of 
casualties resulted from it in September and December, to 
create more or less alarm, 1 am inclined to attribute its sud- 
den increase in the former month entirely to the too free in- 
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diligence by thj inhabitants in edible fruits, especially 
the custard apple which was in season at the time, and in the 
latter to the effects of cold resulting from exposure in attending 
night Poays. With the exception of the larger towns, in 
which an occasional casualty occurred in the form of Chol- 
eraic diarrhoea/ it may be safely stated that the district in 
general was comparatively free of it. 

18. The following Table exhibits seriatim the mortali- 
ty that resulted from Measles, Small Pox, and Cholera, dur- 
ing the year — a more detailed statement of them will be 
given in my next Annual Sanitary Keport. 


Months 

Measles. 

Small Pox 

Cholera. 

Remarks. 

January 

February 

5 

... 

1 

l 

) 

March 

7 

. . . 


April 

17 


... | 

May 

22 

#) 

... , 

June 

2 > 

( ) 

! 

July 

21 i 


' * 


August 

5 1 

8 1 

a 


September j 

8 

4 

14 


October ! 

1 , 

2 

. . . 


November 

1 

5 

3 


December 

1 

8 

22 


Total 

• 

111 

ao , 

50 



xi-coisrs3t:3^\^visrcY. 

1. Among the several improvements which have been 
effected during the year under review the most important was 
the Government sanction for filling up the town swamp. This 
is a work of great public utility, which will bring about a radi- 
cal reform in a Sanitary point of view, but a great deal of pre- 
cious time has already been lost waiting for plans and further 
sanction from the Chief Engineer's Office to remdve the rails 
frdln the tramway originally laid out, and to transfer them to 
t$ie Suizoo quarter of the town, which is now considered the 
most suitable locality for commencing operations. 

2. Several new roads intersecting each other at various 
points throughout the Town have been constructed, and others 
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have been repaired. Drains have been dag, Btreets and ba- 
zaars swept and cleaned, together with other Works 'of minor 
importance, and the principal roads and streets have been 
brought ‘into conjunction with the three principal thorough- 
fares which lead out into the district. * 

3. A great many now and substantial wooden and puc- 

ka houses, are also rapidly springing up, in “various quarters 
of the town, which to say the least of it, shows that the 
trade of the place must be rapidly increasing, and that a con- 
siderable amount of wealth must be i.n circulation among the 
inhabitants. This together with the fruits and blessings of a 
good harvest should render the people contented, happy, and 
prosperous. “■ 

4. The cleanliness and drainage of the town however, 
are not, after all, in so satisfactory a state as- they ought to 
be. The bazaars are often strewn with rubbish, some of the 
drains are stagnant, especially in the rains, and many of the 
wells are suriounded by stinking puddles, the consequences of 
which are, that, foul effluvia are to be encountered, 0 not only 
in the town and bazaars, but also in many places along the 
"banks of the rivor, over which the local authorities have ap- 
parently no immediate control. 

.). The Civil Surgeon should be the health officer of 
the town, independent oi any increase of salary, and not as 
at pr* nf, a heiploss Ex-officio ; but he ought to be vested 
with sufficient authority, either to punish or summon offenders, 
who might object to removing nuisances, before the Deputy 
Commissioner, because from the nature of his profession he is 
more accustomed' to the minuti® of Sanitary matters than 
officers who have already got .very arduous official duties to 
attend to. 


111-GbA.OL. 

1. Since the prisoners were removed to the new Gaol at 
Thayetmyo <$n the the 21st December, and that the old Gaol 
here will be pulled down as soon as the new Lock-up whifth 
is now in course of construction, is completed, it would 
superfluous now but to consider it as an institution- of the 
past. It has always enjoyed a notorious reputation for its 
unhealthiness, and deservedly so, but how far this state was a 
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due to defective construction, the influence of malaria, or in- 
efficiency in its internal administration is now too late to 
enquire, suffice it to say, that its statistical recoids sufficient- 
ly explain the causes of its abandonment. 

2. During the *past year it-wis remark Ibly lieafl by, in 
comparison* with previous years. The total number of a<)im a - 
sions into Hospital during the year under review were 315, 
of whom 55 were Admitted on account of abscesses and ulcers 
produced by the coarseness of the iron fotterb upon the pri- 
soners legs against 463 in 1866 and 306 in li>67. 

3. The casualties on*the other hand, daring the past 
year amounted only to 10, or 1.60 per cent of the 'admissions 
into hospital, and (sic) per cent of the total strength of ad- 
missions intd the Gaol, whereas in the two previous years, 
the number of deaths amounted to 27 and 2 4 respectively. 

4. It must however be observed, that 2 cases of Atrophy 
were released during the year which, otherwise would have 
been ambng the number of ca malties, but since one of the 
deaths resulted fiom suicide (a preventible cause) in the case 
of a lunatic, who forced a piece of brick and some woollep 
clothing down his throat, it may, upon the whole, be looked 
upon as having been a healthy year fot the Prisoners. 

5. One death from Choleraic Diarrhoea occurred in Ja- 

nuary, and 2 from Fever and Dysentery in February, 1 from 
Chronic Dysentery in April, 1 from A trophy, in August, and 
1 from Diarrhoea in November. Though Small Pox and 
Measles were prevalent in the vicinity of the Gaol during 
nearly the whole year, and* that several cases of Cholera oc- 
curred throughout the town in August and September, the 
prisoners fortunately escaped them all. » ' «• 

6. Their hours of labour have been moderate, viz. from 
6 to 10 a. m. and from 12 to 4 p. m. daily, and their rations 
have been substantial, and of good quality, and a great im- 
provement upon what they were in the habit of getting last 
year, each man receiving 45 ticals of rice, 5 do: of fish, or 
meat, 25 do: of vegetables, 1 of oil, 1 of salt and ngappee and 
1 of chillies per day,, but the supply of clothing allowed of 2 
putsoes 9 feet by 2, annually, is totally inadequate for their 

, requirements in the cold and rainy seasons. This deficiency 
of clothing, I have no doubt, was one of the principal causes 
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of the prevalence of diarrhoea and dysentery among the pris- 
oners, for these diseases ii^varably became aggravated dur- 
ing the rains and in the cold season. 

7. ‘The chief out-door works in which they were en- 
gaged (luring the j r ear were,* making and repairing roads and 
drains, cleaning sticets and bazaars, removing rubbish, cleaning 
tanks, taking wood on board steamers, and other works of 
minor importance. The site of the new* Lock-up is on a 
slightly raised patch of ground in one of the best and healthiest 
portions of the town between the two tanks west of the town 
and facing the river. The building will be the shape of a 
triangle rounded olf at the corners, containing two long wards, 
a hospital, cook house and latrines &o., and judging from the 
plan 1 have seen, and basement which is in course of construc- 
tion, I should say that the entire arrangements have been 
ably designed and admirably adapted for the purpose which it 
is intended to fulfil. A full description of it will be given 
whe'n it is completed. 

ooo — 

SANITARY REP.0RT OF THE DISTRICT AND 
STATION OF MYANOUNG. 

For the jear 18W. 

The Station of Myanoung, the Head quarters of the 

I T>pogr»phicai desenp ion of Myanoung district, is situated on the 
stuHon-.ndDwtnotgeaer.ify West hank of the Irrawaddy river, 

at about 168 miles from its mouth. It is bounded on the 
North, by the village of Malakagoung, on the South by Slia- 
doh, oty the West by the Irrawaddy Embankment, and on 
the East .by the "River. The District extends from 17° to 
18° 30' North latitude, and from 94° 53' to 96° 3' East longi- 
tude, it is bounded on the North by the Promo District, on 
the South by the Rangoon and Bassein Districts, on the 
East by the Voina Hills, and on the West by the Western Yo- 
ma, or Arakan Ilills, these latter separate this district from 
that of Sandoway, in the Arakan Division. The extreme 
length of the District, is about 3 03 miles, breadth 76 miles, 
ana its area, is about 4.1 '0 square miles, with a population of 
about 393,627 of which 5,829 comprise the population of the. 
Town of Myanoung. Tho soil is alluvial. The Circuit and 
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Court Houaes,and* residences of the principal officials are well 
situated at a distance of about lJO yards, from the bank of 
the river facing the East. 

The Irrawaddy runs nearly North and South, opposite 
this Station, it begins to* fall from November, and rises with 
the 'commencement of the monsoon. 

The climate of this Station is nearly similar to all other 
n Nature of climate *and ntmos Stations of British Burma, damp and 

■phenomena — ist ; the hot Weatl g 

about February, and terminates with the commencement of 
the monsoon, about the midclle of May, but the weather con- 
tinues oppressive, until the rains have fully set in ; the rainy 
season, terminates about the end of October, when the cold 
season is ushered, in, and which continues until the end of 
February; the weather during these latter months, is very 
pleasant and bracing, the Thermometer ranging from 54° at 
sunrise, and not averaging more than 70° at noon ; the hottest 
months of the year, arc embraced in the period from the be- 
ginning of April, to the setting in of the monsoons ; the mean 
height of the Thermometer, being in the shade at 2 P. M. 
99° to 102°, but the hottest pant of the day is between 2 and 
4 P. M. 


IV Position and drainage of town 


The rainfall from April to October, averaged during the 
„ past year, 52.4^ inches, as registered 

by my predecessor, and which exceeds 
that of the past year, by about 6 inches, the greatest fall being 
in the months of J uly and August, when tho Register shewed 
10.6^ and 16.7 inches respectively. 

Tho Town is situated to the South and North, of the 
.. . .. residences of the Officials, and'on +he 

west bank, of the Irrawaddy, nothing 
can be said of its drainage it being all low ground, towards 
the West, and to which direction, the superabundant water 
tends, aided by artificial drains, but which, owing to the na- 
ture of the soil, absorbs the greatest portion. 

The extent of space occupied by the Town, is said to be 
„ _ ' . about 2 miles from North to Souths 

♦ and about 200 yards from East to West 

the principal roads are three, 1st, the Strand, along the bank 
of the river, about 16 feet broad, well raised and metalled with 



PUBLIC HEALTH REPORT 1868. 


eoorkee, and extends the whole length of the Town, the 2nd, 
is parallel to the former, and of the. same breadth commencing 
from behind the Deputy Commissioner’s Court House, ana 
extending to the South end of the town, but it is only partial- 
ly metalled, the 3rd extends from 'the banks of the river 
in a Westerly direction to the Embankment — besides these 
there are several smaller cross rqads, uniting the Strand, with 
the road running parallel with it and south of the Court House. 
The average superficial space occupied by each individual is 
117.42 sq: feet. 

* * 

The condition of the Town is as clean, as can be expected 
VI condition of town Ac but the individual houses, are capable 

of improvement; tho drainage might 
also bear improvement, no change has taken place during the 
year under review. 

The ventilation of the houses of almost'all classes of the 
vn ventilation of how*. Burmese, is very bad indeed, the dor- 
mitories particularly so, having nei- 
ther windows or doors, excepting the opening of a flight of 
steps from the lower to the sleeping compartments, and the 
small open space between the roof and the walls, this must bo 
very injurious to the inhabitants, more especially during tho 
hot season. 

The area occupied by the 1,094 Houses in the town is es- 
vin overcrowding timated at 684,460 square feet, and 

this to the population affords each in- 
dividual a space equal to, 117,42 square feet, so that there is 
no ..overcrowding, the space to each being ample. 

ix Conservancy There is no conservancy establish- 

ment for tho Town. 

The water used by the inhabitants, is procured from the 
w<tar( river, and is of good quality, and 

abundant in quantity at all seasons 
except during the rainy season, when it becomes muddy, but 
is easily drinkable, by filtering ; there are a few wells in 
the neighbourhood, but these I believe are seldorii used, except 
during the monsoons, when they are cesqrted to, but even 
then, .to no great extent. 
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The health of the population, appears from the Returns, 
generally good. The principal diseases 

XI Omani bmlth of inhabitant. § v*tjP ,, 1 , r 

from which they appear to suffer, are 
Fevers, diseases of the Stomach and Bowels, and affections 
of the respiratory orgefis. 

It can scarcely be said that one portion of the communi- 

th. comparative .<ate of ty, suffer more than another if we *ex- 
**■ cept the poorer classes ; who, from their 

limited means, can ill afford the comforts both of food and 
clothing, compared with those in better circumstances. 

No epidemic has prevailed, during the past year, — seven 
deaths are registered, as having oc- 
xin Epidemic. *e currod from Cholera, but on question- 

ing the Registrar, on the subject, he denies all knowledge of 
such a disease prevailing, during the period under review. 

The mortality among the population during the past year, 
was 150, of which 84 were males ; 
xiy Mostly and 66 females ; and is in excess of 

the past year, by 29; the ratio per cent, being 2.5. — Of the 
150 deaths lecorded, only (7) seven, occurred among those 
attending the Dispensary for treatment. 

Under this head fever of a malarious character, occurred to 
the extent of 203, this probably owed 

XV Endemics. •, • • i n l x r 

its origin, to the low swampy nature of 
the soil, particularly after the rains and from exposure to ma- 
larious influence in the interior of the District, where many 
resort, as employees of the Forest and Public Works Depart- 
ments. 

The number of cases vaccinated, in the District of 

XVI sucom. or other*, im of vac Myanouug, exclusive of Henzadah r 

eto * ti0 “ during the past year, is stated by the 

Vaccinator to be 923, and of this number, not a single failure 
is reported, all being noted as successful ; not having seen any 
of the cases, so operated on I am unable to vouch for the cor- 
rectness of the Return, but I fully believe it to be very much 
exaggerated, as to the success of the operation, for I can 
scarcely credit that one person vaccinating such a large num- 
ber, could have had 'the success, which no othor operator can 
record of hjs practice 


XV Endemics. 
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There are no employments or' pursuits in Tthfeh the Bur- 
XVII. Employ! mjunou. to mesp engage in that can be considered 
heaith prejudicial to health, if we except the 

attendance at night Poays, which from the -exposure to 
which they are subjected, engenders Affections of -the lungs 
and fevers, and tends greatly to the spread of Contagious 
diseases, when prevailing ; from the want of discrimination 
evinced, in allowing those suffering from contagious diseases 
to intermingle indiscriminately with the healthy. 


Too much cannot be said, against the pernicious effects 
Tho .fleet of opium imov- of Opium, Gunjah, and Bhang smok- 
• . ing ; it is a habit once acquired, and 

persisted in, cannot easily bo broken off. 

The old Bazaar is a very poor specimen of one but_a new 
one is in course of erection, and is 

XIX Btflto of B. curs , i . i 

very nearly completed. 

There is no regular Slaughter House, but the cattle are 
„ „„ w „ slaughtered at a distance from the 

lowfc, and is in no way prejudicial to 
the health of the inhabitants. 


XVIII 
tag Sic 


Of the Public Institutions, the Dispensary, and Lock-up 
XXI Suntan «nte «i oil iMbhc arc deSserving special notice. The Lock- 
laatiiutiomi. up, is very cleanly kept, and is capable 

bf accomodating 60 prisoners. The Latrines attached to it, 
are also very clean ; the dry earth system of conservancy is carri- 
ed out with great success. 

The Dispensary is well situated, facing the River, and 
about 100 yards from its bank ; it has a mam ward, 30 by 20 
feet, and capable of containing 8 patients allowing each pa- 
tient a superficial space of 75 feet, it is ventilated by 4 win- 
dows, 2 East and 2 West and ono door facing East ; to the 
South of this, is the Dispensary, 20 by 20 feet and has 3 
windo.ws and 4 doors, of the latter, one communicating with 
the main ward to the North, two to the West, one leading 
to a Store room, 15 by 10 feet, and the other to another 
small toom adjoining also 15 by 10 feet. To the North side 
of the la*ge ward, is the Female ward, 20 by 10 feet and ca- 
pable of accomodating 3 patients, affording A superficial area 
of 73 feet to' each; from this is partitioned another small room 
to the West 10 by 10 feet and which could be made available. 
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for secluding oases of small pox, but for its smallness, as it is 
only adapted for one — the Femjde ward is ventilated by 2 
windows and one door, and has no communication with the 
male ward— under the building are 4 small rooms, 'intended 
for purposes of ablution, there is also a dead room, cook room 
and latrine situated at a distance of from 13 to 20 yards. 
To the North and South side of- the building there are two 
dormer lights overlooking the Female Ward and Dispensary 
respectively 3 by 2 feet each. The Dispensary and out Of- 
fices arc kept clean. The Latrine, is not so clean as could be 
wished, but this is attributable, to the careless indifference 
evinced by the Mehter, in the performance of his duties, and 
as he is the only bne of his class, in the Station, an amount 
of independence is shewn by him ; for when checked for acts 
of neglect, or carelessness, his invariable reply is, that he will 
not clo the work, and another might be obtained, this ho 
knows full well, cannot be acted on.— I have endeavoured to 
introduce the dry earth system of conservancy, which has 
acted very well, in diminishing the effluvia, but to get the 
Mehter to remove the excreta, is the difficulty, as he positive- 
ly refuses to do so, — if another servant of this class,' could be 
induced to come to this station, it would be a boon to the 
community. 

The Telegraph Office i# situated to the South side of the 
Lock-up, at a distance of about 7 5 yards, it is well ventilated 
and raised about 8 feet from the surface. The signal room, 
although provided with two doors, on the north and south side, 
is still very close, having no windows either to the East or West 
on both of which sides, it has a dead wall planking, extend- 
ing to the ceiling, there being rooms on both of these sides 
for the Telegraph Master, and Signallers. The sanitary con- 
dition is otherwise very good. The Circuit House, Inspection 
Bungalow, and Forest Office are all well situated. 

The Records do not shew that any recommendations 
ocxil Note an ’recommendations have been made during the past year, 
* c - on Sanitary matters. 

In conclusion, I must apologize for the meagreness of 
this Report, on the grounds that I have only been in charge 
of the station, since the 17th April 1869 and have consequent- 
ly been unable to glean as much information on the various 
points, as I would wish, having to submit a multiplicity of 
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documents, le^t unattended to, by the Native Doctor whom 
I relieved, and which has kept mo busily employed during 
the short period of my residence at the station. 

H. GQDBIER, 

In Civil Medical Charge, Mycinoung « 
ooo . 

DEPUTY COMMISSIONERS HEALTH REPORT- 

. BASSEIN. 

Fop the year 1868. 

The Civil Surgeon submits au elaborate report on all the 
points suggested by an inquiry into that all important sub- 
ject— Public Health. His inlormation regarding most of the 
interior must necessarily be from hearsay, as the Civil Sur- 
geon has apparently had little experience therein. That re- 
garding the Town is from his personal knowledge, and de- 
serves special attention, owing to the thorough manner in 
which the subject has been treated. 

The present Deputy Commissioner being new t$ the 
District, it is obvious that any expression of opinion from him 
is unnecessary. 

The Civil Surgeon admits that the general health of the 

f eople, the state of the Bazaar, Slaughter house and Public 
institutions is satisfactory and th$t progress had been made in 
Sanitary matters, which it is assumed is due in some measure 
to the interest displayed therein by the- responsible Officers. 

a. r. McMahon, 

Deputy C ominSssion er. 

000 - 

CLIMATE AND PUBLIC HEALTH*' REPORT- BASSEIN. 

For the year 1808. 

1. Bounded on the West and on the South by the Bay 
Topography of Bengal ; on the East by the Irra- 

waddy, and extending Northwards as 
far as the parallel of a village named on the map lvyoon Pya- 
that, the bulk of the low lands within these limits is very 
slightly raised above the level of high water mark. The Yo- 
ma or coast rangq on the West however covers an .area of 562 
square miles and attains at its highest point to an altitude of 
852 feet. The low lands (tho area of which is estimated at 
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6,505,710 acres) forms a large and important part of the Val- 
ley of the Irrawaddy as the hiljs form part of its Western 
boundary. The Eastern water shed of the latter (a spur of 
’ the Himalayas extending through Arakan) is drained by the 
Bassein river which’ with the Irrawaddy and the innumerable 
tributaries of both, drain or submerge (according to the state 
of the tide) the district on the East. 

2. 20 miles inland from the Southern coast line the land 

on the bank| of the Bassein river lies so low as to he uninhab- 
itable to a great extent in its present unimproved state, the 
country is given over to tire wild denizens of the soil belong- 
ing for the most part to tho class of the Amphibioe and to 
dacoits as amphibious apparently as the rest. Innumerable 
known and nameless creeks intersect this portion of the dis- 
trict. Here and there a fishing village is marked on the map 
and fishing appears to be the only branch of industry prac- 
ticable in the locality. Proceeding North cultivation alter- 
nating with marsh and low scrubby Hills occurs with unvary- 
ing sameness along the whole course of the main rivers as far 
as the Northern boundary of the district. The rise and fall 
of the tide is likewise felt to and beyond the same distance 
except during the rains when the tidal influence is not dis- 
tinctly noticeable far above Bassein Town. This with the 
mainly low elevation of the whole district makes it the Pad- 
dy garden of the Province and accounts foi* the conditions 
which make Paddy cultivation possible. Exclusive of the ran- 
ges, it supports a population of 514,655 souls. In the Hills 
on the West the soil is cultivated very sparingly. The num- 
ber of cultivators so employed is about 1,850, somewhat more 
than 3 persons to the square mile, and the area of cultivation 
(Town Yah) 3,725 acres while tho number of persons employ- 
ed in tho salt and fresh Water, fisheries on the partially sub- 
merged and uninviting country towards tho river’s mouth is 
4,583 souls. The Hill Tract therefore is but a very insig- 
nificant part of tho'inbabited portion of the district interesting 
chiefly in a climatic point of view as a condenser of moisture 
from the air thereby diminishing the fall of rain in the adjoin- 
ing valley. Its forests however are valuable, furnishing tim- 
ber for building purposes. Iron wood, Kashit Ac. ( , 

3. By this topographical sketch of the district around 
Bassein I ha-ve endoa\ cured to shew that the inw#rfeet 
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drainage of the land to be presently noticed isdue to its phyg-r 
ioal peculiarities and mainly to its low elevation and flatness* 
Ip such a country it is not surprizing to find that every indivi* 
dual above tender years can “ paddle his oyjn canoe ” and feels 
quite at home on or in the water. 

The cultivation is carried on under water and the harvest 
men work in it often kneo-deep. ‘ t 

Observations upon the temperature, rainfall &c., were 
not recorded in any part of the district 
° umi ' before 'October 1 865, > but judging from 

the limited data that recent observations have supplied it 
appears that the mean temperature at Bassein in the shade is 
„ 80° F. in the hot weather months viz, 

ompra-i uro from April to June ; 79° F. in the rains 

viz. from July to September, and 69° in cold weather viz, from 
November to February. 

The annual rain fall I have reason to think rarely ex- 
a „ ceeds 100 inches and it occurs with 

great regularity bptween the month 

of May and October. 

I am not aware that the area more or less submerged 
throughout the district at the top of high water has ever been 
estimated but from what I have myself seen and heard, I 
should say that at least one third of the whole surface is na- 
vigable by canoes in the rains. 

The climatic influences referrable to atmospheric pressure. 

Atmospheric pleasure ami other oh to the electric condition of the air 
inatic jntim.uc<w not itcorded and to the quantity of ozono which is 

contained in it are less easily traced even when carefully ob- 
served and recorded, which has 'not been the case here, but to 
the more obvious atmospheric changes already mentioned 
must be added in estimating the character of our climate 
other and more obscure agents which are known to us only by 
their results. 

For example an Epidemic occurs exhibiting variations in 
intensity which cannot be explained 
68 * by any of the atmospheric conditions 

mentioned. W e are often compelled therefore to attribute such 
visitations to other obscurer causes to which the general term 
Epidemic constitution of the atmosphere has Jgeen applied. 
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The nature of this potent and destructive agency has hitherto 
evaded investigation and of the laws which regulate it little 
or nothing is known ; nearly all we know with certainty about 
it is that here as every where else where Sanitary Jaws are 
neglected it adds largely to our average death rate. 

Of remediable causes of atmospheric impurity militating 

Remediable nures of etmoepherie against the climate in this district 

1 “ ,,urit, defective drainage is unquestionably 

the most important, as the connection between this and cer- 
tain types of Endemic disease can be proved to demonstration, 
and this leads us back to the consideration of the physical 
aspect of the country to which causo the defective drainage 
and much of our climatic peculiarities are due. 

Having thus briefly examined the more prominent agen- 
cies which modify the climate of this 
ummary , district viz., the Temperature, Humi- 

dity, Epidemic constitution, physical aspect of the country and 
some other more obscure climatic influences, I proceed to 
the consideration of thoir effects and to the habits, occupations 
and mode of life of the inhabitants of the district, with the 
FfToQta illustrated by vusi view of determining the combined in- 
® ta ” uc ' fluence of all these causes upon the 

public health Considering the atmosphere in the light of 
a solvent of subtile poisons of which some are eliminated from 
inorganic matter, others by animal and vegetable decomposi- 
tion and a third class are given off by diseased living bodies, 
considering further that by its contact with the skin and the 
internal surface of the lungs it produces the most important 
chemical changes upon the blood and through it in the sys- 
tem at large, and that fatal accidents, impaired states of health 
and lowered tone of system are the consequences which result 
from its impurity; in estimating the characters of our climate 
the temperaturo and humidity of the air together with the 
morbific matters it contains are most usefully considered in 
connection with our vital statistics. 

Thus comparing the temperaturo with the mortality 
Mortality «t d.fr«r«c>t nawma »n- recorded in the same season of the 
trM ' ,a year it appears that during the 

Months viz The mean temperature The mortality per 

From June to September 78 F 36 

* April, May, Oct & Nov 80 Spring & Fall 27 

„ December to March 69 „ Cold weather 26 
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The mean range of the Thermometer in the hot weather months 
very little exceeds that of the rains while the mortality is 
strikingly in excess during too latter period. But without 
generalizing too freely upon these limited data as the con- 
clusions of one year or one cycle of years may he confuted 
by the next, this much may be said confidently that it is to our 
high temperature which sometimes though rarely reaches 
, 1 03 in the shade and rarely falls below 

*0 b . we owe the form and the eha- 
raoter of our local diseaso our remittent and intermittent 
Fevers of severe intractable type- -our Diarrhoea, Dysentery, 
Cholera and diseases of the Liver, either by tho direct effect 
of heat * or indirectly by boat acting upon and developing 
the malaria of a damp and rank boil. 


It may also l>o affirmed with some probability that to the 
„ , „ , , , , loading of the air with the ' moisture 

Froh tblc ciusoof thclowt^po of , 0 , . . _ . - 

iim i«i irmicnhrh m s , jiiKl malaria which results ti*om tlie 

physical aspect of the countiy, from 
its neglected drainage and other causes - the want of stamina 
under sickness and the low type of disease in natives of the 
climate are probably due, for it is notorious that generally 
speaking great heat and moisture eo-e\ist only in countries 
very fatal to human life ami vigour. It must be admitted 

however that much of the mortality 
»t mbut Suet* cil'm ,K,t recorded in the data for this report is 

fairly attributable to habits and prac- 
tices for which the climate eftnnot be held reJs^Hmsible. Tlie 
Cholera for example generated by the decomjHising husk at 
the paddy godowns; tlie decimation of our infant jiopulation 


Frolublc ciusoof the low t^po of 
ont Jixfal ilme u*c ynrtJcuHrh in Nt 
ti\ ci 


Aluthof oui uiortihtj not furl 
nt mbut iblc to dim itc 


set on foot by tho practice of Inoculation, tho Dysentery, 
Atroply , Syphilis a.id a host of preventible diseases which 
cause in the aggregate 50 per cent of our whole mortality aro 
all examples of what bad habits may do to injure our sanitary 


reputatiou ; doubtless if this form of jioisoning wore removed 
(and it is quite removable) it is very improbable that we. 
should have to lament an inordinate death rate such as is 


indicated by tlie l6\vest of the figures which I have quoted. 
On tho contrary I believe that considering our natural freedom 
from disease of the Turbercular class, tlie most fatal of all 
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in Europe, and the removable character of our malarious 

MnhsaUhmon due Iw to mtunH £^ **0 Undoubted Unh^lthmeSSof 
circunutanees tkan to defocUva h}* this district at pi'OSenfc IS UUC lOSS to 

. natural circumstances than to 'defective 
hygiene. The results of improved drainage can be "predicated 
to a certainty to take the. shape of proportionate freedom from 
Ague, Fever, Bowel complaints &c. in other words to take the 
shape of a greatly reduced death rate and this view is not 
weakened but strengthened by the consideration that much of 
our inordinate mortality is due to Epidemics and to the con- 
ditions which favour their origin and. propagation. 

„ To summarize what has been said : — 

General Summary rrn . , . , - ■» . 

Lhe causes tmit operate prejudi- 
dally against the public health of this district by conducing 
to atmospheric impurity are: <*■ 

1. The low elevation and consequent imperfect drainage 
of the boil. 

* 

2 . The character of the cultivation which requires that 
water should be retained upon it rather than drained from 
the land. 

9 

The combined beat and moisture of the climate. 


4. The many objectionable and thriftless habits of the 
people particularly when massed \\ ithin narrow limits. 

Add to these the disease which results from improper 
food bucli as rotten Ngapee, stinking meat, the flesh of diseased" 
animals, or from the use of food deficient in nitrogen — from the 
abuse of narcotics, from dwellings defective in every requisite- 
as to lighting, drainage, dryness of site, ventilation, water 
supply, conservancy; with burial places, cattle sheds, stables* 
piggeries, and privies close at hand, together with various 
noxious tidal deposits ; add also the deaths .which result indi- 
rectly from the neglect of V accination and perhaps Quarantine, 
and directly from tho propagation of small Pox and Syphilis 
,by uncontrolled Inoculation and infection, from meddle- 
some midwifery, from Snake bites in the hovels of tho poor, 
and from tho unrestrained sale of Poisons. In a word add 
the deaths which result from ignorancoj carelessness, solf- 
conceit, apathy andindiflerenco, and it is thought some reasons. 
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independent of climate will appear for an average death rate 
of about 4P per 1000 taking one year with another. I now 

{ >roceed to reply categorically to the Sanitary Commissioner’s 
etter No, 105? dated 26th February 1869, 

For answers to paras 1 2 and 3, vide body of the fore- 
going report v 


As to para 4. The Town of Basseinis situate upon the 
East Bank of the river of the same 
Topography o own name. Tlie surface is undulating but 

the elevation is evidently inconsiderable from the fact that at 
high water much of the land in the immediate neighbourhood 
is submerged, and the undulations of tlie surface in the station 
itself never exceed a few feet in perpendicular height above 
high water mark ; a lateril^ bed covers the whole surface of the 
district covered with timber when on the surface. It under- 
lies the alluvial deposits at various depths in the swamps, 
marshes and low lying flats, folding round the base of the 

Arracan Hills on the West. This, 
mA Botnet the coast range, which bounds the 

Bassein district in that direction, abounds in lime stone 
and a good free stone towards the South and granite, 
green stone and hornblende towards the North. The na- * 
tural drainage of the town is effected by the means of the 
Talaingyoung, Zaygyoung and Thinjyoung f creeks. Surface 
drains carry off water from the streets, and communicate 
by m^ans of culverts with the creeks and river at the great 
centres of traffic — the Stiand and the Zaygyoung and Talain- 
gyoung creeks. 

The drainage is very imperfect in all the low lying spots 
these are below high water mark, and are hence liable ^ 


as 

be submerged. 


Thoroughfare*. 


The main lines of road branch off from the river in fin east- 
erly direction. These are intersected 
by others at right angles running North 
and South, their width is about 30 feet, except in the river bank 
and in Merchant Street, where they are double that width. 
The street situate West of the Bazaar is also of exceptions! 
Width. * • » 
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The streets are thus placed diagonally with regard to the 
ho* piaood with regard to th« monsoonj. The bridges are in bad re- 
toomoqm pair, some of them dangerous. The 

pucka ones are for the most part faulty as to tbllr foundations, 
the others worm eaten and decayed. This is notably the case 
in Talain-gyoung and Athay-gyee. 

The bridge over the Kwan-kyagyoung is impassable 
except on foot and is dangerous then. 


Acres. As. Pe. 

Area within municipal limits ' ... ... 5,897 3 6 Po- 

pulation 18,530 souls. 

Sup. ft. Ins. 

Area covered with buildings in Athay-gye Ward 484,812 9 Popu- 

lation 5,012 souls =96 ft. dwelling space to each man, woman and 
child. This includes shops and out-offices. 


Athay-gyee is the most populous quarter of the Town, Zay- 
khyoung alone excepted — the superficial dwelling space (built 
upon) is calculated at only 69 feet for each person. 

Drainage . — The drainage has’ been improved in various 
parts of Athaygyee and Talain-gyoung by filling in the bogs 
upon which the houses were formerly situated, the amount 
lot this kind of work effected by private enterprise is very con- 
siderable. Public works of a similar kind have been long at a 
stand still for want of funds. 

Ventilation . — Generally neglected. Houses of a better 
stamp as regards ventilation and light are rapidly replacing 
the hovels that formerly existed. 

Overcrowding — Considerable — near the principal centres 
of traffic. ' 


* 9'. Conservancy . — 6 Coolies upon 12 Rupees per month 
are entertained and paid for out of municipal funds. These 
only suffice to keep the* leading thoroughfares free from 
nuisances. Thgre is a Latrine near the Bazaar upon the 
dry earth plan, but it is never used (fortunately,) as* there 
is no establishment kept up to attend to it. Formerly ,ihe 
Town Conservancy was attended t6 by convict Mehters and 
Sweepers, 
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This in a Sanitary and economical point of view was 
a groat advantage to it and) to the Gaol also. 

10. _ Supply. — Ample, but far from pure. Wells 

numerous* but neglected, and out of repair. Tlio water from 
the higher level wells when filtered is bright cool and clear 
This is uniformly preferred bv natives who use it, however 
(I need hardly say) unfiltered. 

T cannot speak as to its chemical purity nover having 
bestowed any attention upon the subject. This omission 1 
hope to supply in some future report. 

11. (renewal Health of the people. Satisfactory. Dis- 
easo is comparatively limited in its range manifesting itself 
chiefly in infancy and early youth. The survivors in virtue of 
this natural law are therefore the exceptionally vigorous. 
Tlie consequence is that the number of cripples and weakly 
subjects is small. These die off in early life as a rule and 
(excepting opium consumers) the general health ami animal 
spirits Of the adult community compare favourably l think 
with other Asiatic races. 

li!. Comparative state o f health of the several sections of 
the. community. 

The Burman element in our population is so large that 
comparison in this respect is by no means readily made. 

The subject is interesting and will not be lost sight of. 

13. Epidemics. None except Measles of too trifling a 
character to call for particular notice. 

14. Mortality in ISOS. (30 per 1,000) less than that of 
previous years but still high, higher than it ought to be. 

13. Endemics. Cholera of a most malignant type oc- 
curred. Seven casus appeared sporadically in February, and 
3 in March. All terminated fatally in a few hours. Choleraic 
Diarrhoea prevailed to a slight extent about the same time. 
I saw no cases however of the lat.ter and only one of the 
former during life. The other case which had proved fatal in 
four hours without medical treatment was examined by me at 
the Dispensary with a view to certifying as tt> the cause of 
death. 

Both T believe were typical eases of the form of Cholera 
bred here, the most characteristic features of which are tho 
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Calomel 3 g* followed bv Castor Oil 
Ar 02 (' u borate of boda ^ dr Kpi 
iita of lurpentmo J di averybour 


profundity and rapid accession of the stage of Collapse ami 
the very trifling amount of vomiting and purging accompany- 
ing it. 

Nothing occurred worthy of note as the insult *of treat- 
ment except this which was certainly remarkable as a perhaps 
unusual result of the evacuant plan of treatment. The eva- 

cuants employed (marginally noted) 
did not eracuatr though perseveringly 
administered under my own eye ; on 
the contrary the vomiting and purging entirely ceased under 
their use as did likewise the pain and cramps, not a single 
dose was rejected or passed by stool except the first (the Calo- 
mel) some of which was vomited immediately. All this may 
have been due to utter absence of absorption ; be that as it may 
the fact remains that the purgatives failed to purge and there- 
fore it is a fair inference J. think that they did not add to 
existing prostration *is some opponents of the evacuant plan 
had led mo to expect as a possible result. 


The case terminated fatallv in 11 hours, and therefore 
the utmost that can be claimed as the result of the treatment 
is that the pains of death wore apparently mitigated (the man 
suffered no pain and >ery little cramps) and the fatal termina- 
tion was perhaps delayed. 

10. Vaccination may truly he pronounced to have been 
a total failure this season. The Lymph and scabs employed 
were obtained from Calcutta from the Suiierintfendent General 
of Vaccination, direct. Even in the few (very-few) cases in 
which these were tried the results were not completely satis- 
factory. In the three .Europeans (under one year) operated 
upon, only two punctures were permitted resulting in only one 
good vesicle and cicatrix in each case and imperfect protec- 
tion only. In the other two (natives under one year) only 
one case “took” and presented characteristic symptoms but the 
health of the infant was not go<*J, its blood was in an impure 
state as was e\ ident from an eruption previously existing upon 
the head. But as it was the only case obtainable the opera- 
tion was attempted and eel tainly succeeded as it usually does 
in early infancy. The reason why the same susceptibility is 
not observed in older patients is not quite clear. But it is 
for the opponents of Y invitation to explain why with ordinary 
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care and skill it invariably succeeds iit the virgin soil alluded 
to. . An attempt was made by the Superintendent to induce 
native mothers to bring their children to him for Vaccination, 
and a short paper with that object in view, was drawn up in 
the Vernacular but as it was not circulated in the neighbour- 
hood except to the limited extent afforded by the Vernacular 
Press of Rangoon, its effect locally was not noticeable a copy 
and translations into Burmese and Sgau Karen extracted from 
the Vernacular Press as an appendix are enclosed and with 
the view of shewing what has been done in this direction. 

17. Employments injurious' to health. Nothing occurs 
to me as note worthy under this head except that as a rule the 
Burmese suffer more from the want of employment than from 
anything injurious to health in their ordinary pursuits. 

18. Effects of opium and gynja. Decidedly injurious. 
Cases of this kind add materially to our criminal death rate. 

19. State of the Bazaars. Satisfactory. 

20. State of the Slaughter houses. Satisfactory except 
as regards their position which is ill chosen — as to the grave 
yards they are in a very unseemly state and are situated as a 
rule most objectionably right in the tract of prevailing winds. 

21. Sanitary State of Public Institutions. Satisfacto- 
ry except as regards the Dispensary here there is great want of 
a proper establishment. 

22. Sanitary matters have as a rulobeen discussed demi- 
officially with the Officer in charge of the district. Some pro- 
gress has been made which it is rair to assume is due in some 
measure to the interest thus displayed by the responsible offi- 
cers. Correspondence upon the subject of a Cholera panic 
which occurred in February this year is enclosed as throwing 
light upon this branch of the Sanitary Commissioner’s enquiries. 

A. C. N1SBET, 

• Civil Surgeon, Bassein. 
ooo 

From A. C. Nisbet Esq., Civil Surgeon, Bassein, to the Officer in Charge of 
the Deputy Commissioner's duties at Bassein, No. 7, dated Bassein the 
3rd March 1869. 

I have the honour to report with much regret that Cholera 
(sporadic as to character but malignant v to a more than usual 
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degree as to type) has again made its appearance upon and in 
the neighbourhood of the river. » Two fatal cases occurred on 
board the Sterling and 3 are said to have taken place on board 
a Catto lying near Tolaingyoung. Mr. Dietjen also reports the 
loss of two men from his godowns; I have heard of no cases oc- 
curring away from the river but I have reason to think some in- 
disposition exists on board native crafts to answer inquiries rela- 
tive to their sanitary state. The mortality afloat may thus be 
under stated. In both cases oh board the Sterling the men had 
been ashore on the day previous to attack ; both began to suffer 
about the same hour in the day ; one died without medical aid 
in four hours, the other succumbed in 1 5 hours notwithstanding 
the most active efforts were employed aud persevered in to the 
very last under my own immediate direction. 

Tn these cases the Cholera was of a kind which maybe 
called “ dry Cholera” without doubt the most rapidly fatal form 
which the disease assumes. They were marked by little or no 
discharge after the attack in each case was fairly established. 

With regard to remedial and preventive measures I can 
only repeat the suggestions offered upon a similar occasion in 
my letter No. 1 of 1868 dated January 7, to the address ofthe 
Deputy Commissioner and add that I shall be most happy to 
supervise and report upon any action which' may be taken by 
you in attempting to carry out the measures which you may see 
fit to adopt. 

. Referring you to my letter of that date for the suggestions 
in question. 

Note. — One additional suggestion occurs to me. 

It is that the Civil Surgeon be authorized to visit and in- 
spect vessels on public grounds and report upon their sanitary 
condition, water Supply, and provision as to medical necessaries 
with the view as stated in para 2 (b) in the Sanitary Commis- 
sioner’s Circular No. 11 of 1869, dated 1 1th January ultimo, 
bearing in mind the interpretation of that para as indicated in 
para 4. That is to say or suggest that the Civil Surgeon shall 
be authorized to visit on tlie part of the Local Authorities, to 
advise for the public good, and to report upon the result. 

Such matters ire more effectually regulated in other Ports 
of the Province T believe, but this much at least can be effected 
here without any straining of instructions that I can see. 
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In conclusion I am fully sensible of the fact that much 
of all that has been here $aid has appeared before in my 
Reports — that the topic in fact and even the mode of handling 
it is old and threadbare. This is merely to state that my 
observations of an earlier date still apply ; that the march of 
improvement is slow; that results are satisfactory to an 
inconsiderable extent except in so far as it is satisfactory to 
trace the natural history of disease and to establish a starting 
point from whence to observe the results of that permissive 
policy which grants the utmost latitude to popular asper- 
nations and limits Sanitary efforts strictly to thos0 which 
recommend themselves to local standards of common sense. 

If the problem thus submitted to officers responsible 
for the Public Health be difficult it is certainly not unin- 
teresting. Coercion is an ugly word and to convince a man 
against his will is proverbially useless. Progress therefore 
in Sanitary matters without undue pressure is satisfactory in 
itself and promises to fructify with increasing spontaneity as 
the natural result of education and progressive enlightenment. 

To keep prominently in the fore ground our 'Sanitary 
wants even at the risk of being tiresome and repeating oneself 
seems to be an useful if invidious mode of supplying them. 
To hold one’s peace about them seems as wrong as “to cry 
Peace when there is no Peace” as Public opinion, in this as 
in other matters must be influenced by agitation, by keeping 
unsavoury facts steadily and persistently in view, and by point- 
ing the lessons developed of circumstances in tracing their 
connection with the Public Health. 

From M. C. Poole, Esqr Assistant Commissioner, for Deputy Commissioner, 

to the Health Officer, Bassein, dated Bassein 3rd March 1869. 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
No. 1 of to-day’s date and regret to learn from it that two 
fatal cases of Cholera have occurred on board the ship Sterling, 

I agree with you in considering' that every effort should be 
made to ascertain the causes of the disease add I think that it 
would be well for the Health Officer to visit the shipping in 
the Port as you suggest for the purpose of conveying advice 
and offering recommendation of a precautionary nature. Your 
advice would doubtless recommend itself to the Captains of 
vessels and'would also be supported by your Official position. 
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But I do not at present consider it necessary to authorize 
you to proceed in your Official; capacity alone; should the 
disease spread and become or threaten to become Epidemic 
I shall not hesitate to carry out any suggestion you may 
propose — in the mean time I would merely suggest a conti- 
nuance of that watchfulness of Public Health that you have 
so promptly commenced. I shall forward your letter to the 
Deputy Commissioner, it may be that his views may differ 
from mine but I think that cases of Sporadic Cholera are in- 
separable from occupation in the vicinity of the river at this 
season of the year. . 

- — ooo - - 

APPENDIX TO BASSEIN HEALTH REPORT. 

The Civil Surgeon of Bassein is sorry to find, that Bur- 
man parents are, as a rule opposed to Vaccination, which 
they erroneously look upon as the “‘Foreigners* Small Pox,** 
and that they neglect therefore, to avail themselves of means 
/’placed by Government at great expense within their reach) 
tor preventing, and doing away with that horrible disease. 

Knowing that this arises from ignorance upon the sub- 
ject, he wishes to say a few words to them, hoping to help 
those, who have opportunities of learning the truth about it, 
to realize and see the importance of the matter. ^ 

Every one knows, that when a person is inoculated in thf 
Burman fashion, he incurs the risk of dying from Small Po£, 
brought on by the operation. Every one who comes near 
him too, is liable to take the disease, and to spread it in his 
turn. In short Small Pox is thus voluntarily produced, and 
involuntarily propagated; and in this, consists the great evil 
of the system, as Epidemics not unfrequently originate in this 
way, as was the case here apparently in 1867, destroying 
thousands, depriving them of sight, or disfiguring them for 
life. i 

Now, the first truth I have to tell about Vaccination is, 
that it never does this. It neve)' causes Small Pox. Whfflb 
it does cause, is a harmless pock which never kills, blinds or 
disfigures. No one I think ever heard (out of Bassein) of 
Vaccination causing Small Pox. Its worst enemies (for like 
every thing good in this world, it has enemies even among 
those who might know better) have never accused it of this. 
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Small Pox may, and often does follow after’ Vaccination 
during Epidemics, when Vaccination is comparatively inert. 
But any one observing its effect with any attention, when 
Small P6x is not “about” may satisfy himself, that the Na- 
tive belief in its causing Small Pox is groundless, except they 
choose to make no distinction between a disease which kills 
with notorious virulence, and one that only causes some small 
soros and scars on the arms which, is stupid and absurd. 

Inoculation then, whatever may be its advantages, pro- 
duces (as every one knows) Small Pox, mildly often and even 
generally, but still unmi s takeably * S mall Pox. 

Vaccination (as every one may know if he chooses) does 
not. This very important point being settled, tho next ques- 
tion is: Which is the best protector against the disease? In- 
oculation which keeps up the supply, and propagates the con- 
tagion, never suffering, it to die out, or vaccination which, as 
I will now attempt to shew, destroys it, ? 

No one disputes, that I noculation protects from future at- 
tacks of Small Pox, the individual upon whom it is practiced 
'as well, if not better than Vaccination does. But this is done 
at the risk of his life, and the lives of others. ’Now what has 
vaccination done in this way? Admitting ai every one must, 
that no risk of this kind is incurred. What is its value as a 

? 'eventive ? The answer is — Vaccination prevents Small 
ox altogether. Not only one, but all are saved by it when 
properly performed, and strictly carried out. 

Take the history of the operation in Prussia, and 
throughout Germany, North and South. There the oper- 
ation is enforced by law, and has been for nearly half a 
century. And what has been the result? It may be told 
in three words. Small Pox is extinct. Medical teachers there, 
are in the habit of speaking to their pupils about it, as a 
disease previously very fatal and loathsome, now unknown. 
This is prevention, and something more. It is extinction. 
Here is another example of its power as a safe -guard, 
under a different set of circumstances. 

In the Small Pox Hospitals, in various parts of Eu- 
rope, where the disease is not yet stamped out in this 
energetic way, the preventive power of Vaccination is dis- 
played in a very marked way. I n those ghastly’ abodes of 
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suffering humanity, Vaccination of the Hospital attendants 
is as strictly carried out, as itj* is in Prussia, from a dif- 
ferent cause viz : from their natural fear of contagion. The 
result is, that not a single death from Small Pox has 
been recorded for the last 20 years, amongst those, thus 
habitually exposed to the contagion. 

But some may say, Vaccination has already been tried 
here, and has failed. And this is, to a great extent true. In 
1867 the failures were numerous. The operation naturally got 
a bad name. Why it failed then, is easily explained. The poi- 
son of Small Pox filled the air and contaminated everything and 
every body. Inoculators were busy at work propagating it. 
The very Vaccinators had it, in and around their homes ; and 
still, not wickedly, but ignorantly plied diligently th£ir vocation 
in rivalry with the Native Inoculators. Nay the lymph itself 
was poisoned, by the simultaneous efforts of both upon not a 
few of the patients, who figure in the records, as successfully 
vaccinated! . Need any more be said? The wonder only is, 
that even under such circumstances, somo 1,000 people appear 
to have benefited to some extent by operations so conducted, 
the characters of which, did not transpire till it was too late. 

It follows from what has boon said, that to be successful, 
vaccination must be strictly carried out. And enough has been 
said I think to show, that it is harmless, and that it only re- 
quires a fair trial to convince any unbiased observer as to its 
value, as a safe-guard against one of the most loathsome dis- 
eases which “ flesh is heir to.” 

But the season for operating in this part of tho world 
is short, and is already nearly over. No time therefore is to 
be lost, if this healthy serCSon is to be taken advantage of. 

No one can say, how soon Small Pox may appear, or 
be imported from abroad, starting the Inoculators, and per- 
haps another Epidemic, as in 1867. There are hundreds 
of unprotected children, who have been born here, since that 
visitation. To the parents of these, these words are espe- 
cially addressed, and most earnestly recommended to their 
deliberate attention. 

A. C. NISBET, 

Civil Smyvon, Jlossein. 
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REMARKS BY THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OP T0UNG00 ON DR. 

PARKER’S ANNUAL S VNITAltY REPORT. 

Dated Toungoo Ihe 3rd May 1869. 

1. f)r. Parker's report is so full £hat it leaves little 
room for supplementary remarks, excepting >vhere he takes 
exception to the state of the bazaar latrine, and to the accu- 
mulation of rubbish near the bazaar. In a town where there 
is no Conservancy Officer, the Deputy Commissioner, be 
he ever so active, cannot ensure that every place should be 
in “apple pie order" every day, and, the people are apt to 
get more slovenly during his repeated absences in the 
dry weather, during one of whicJjL apparently, the Civil Sur- 
geon found things less satisfactory than they might be. 

2. AS soon as Dr. Parker’s report was read, his sugges- 
tions anent dry earth conservancy were carried out. 

3. Had the Civil Surgeon pointed out to the Deputy 
Commissioner what he considered objectionable, matters would 
have been righted at once and there would have been no 
occasion for condemnatory remarks. 

4. 1 1 is admitted that the only sanitary recommend- 
ation offered to the Deputy Commissioner was immediately 
complied with. 

5. The fort ditch is the “bete noir” of every one interest- 
ed in the conservancy of the town. 

The Executive Engineer states that projects are on the 
tapis to render it less a nuisance. 

6. The Commanding Officer has promised to comply 
with the injunction of the Deputy Commissioner, restraining 
him from allowing the filth from the elephant sheds to con- 
taminate it, ito so far as removing the manure from the sheds 
elsewhere- — but protested against the expediency of removing 
the sheds themselves, as suggested by the Sanitary Commis- 
sioner. 

7. It is hoped that one or more of Norton's tube wells 
will be furnished for the use of the town and possibly if the 
experiment be practicable that the people will adopt them. 
As a sanitary measure it would be a desideratum. 

1C McMAIION, 

* Depot j Commissioner, 7 o on goo. 
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ANNUAL SANITARY REPORT.— T0UNG00. 

• • 

For the year 1808. 

I. Tfce Town of Toungoo is situated on the river Sit- 
toung, and about 1G0 miles from Rangoon as the erow flies, 
though tho windings, of the river route make the journey 
by water about 260 miles. It was at one time a place of 
considerable importance, and the capital of an extensive 
district, but it declined subsequently to the foundation of 
the kingdom of Ava. 

The Town proper is within the Fort Wall, a work be- 
longing to the palmy days of Toungoo history, and lies a lit- 
tle inland from tho river bank, but has several outlying 
suburbs, one of which “ Oke-Chettan” lies on the bank of 
the river, and another “ Ogone” to the South of the Town. 

The Fort Wall before mentioned is a thick rampart, 
surrounding the whole town, and probably more than 5 miles 
in circumference, it has the appearance of a grassy mound, 
but where sections have in various’ places been made 
through it to allow the passage of roads from the Town it 
can be seen t» have been built of brick, a very laborious, 
undertaking, consideiing the extent of the wall. 

Within the large extent of ground enclosed by the 
Fort Wall are several open spaces of considerable size, more 
especially towards the western side. The Town itself is 
situated just within the eastern face of the rampart ; further 
particulars with regard to it are given under answer to 
headV. The soil is sandy, in parts laterite and in parts a 
stiff clay. 

I am not sufficiently acquainted with the topography 
of tho district to enter upon a description of it. 

II. The climate of Toungoo is, with slight difference, 
that of lower Burma generally, it has a scantier rainfall, 
and a more decidedly marked cold season. 

II I. Tho average annual rainfall is about 100 inches. 
There having been no rain-guage in tho station, the rainfall 
has not been registered* during the past year ; one which 
ought to have been here, was accidentally mislaid in tran- 
sit and has only just arrived. 
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IV. The Town as I have mentioned lies within the 
Fort Wall,* on the Wes term bank of the river, it is easily 
drained, the ground sloping gently to the N. E. in 
one part*; and to the S. in the remainder. The drainage 
however sometimes becomes impeded, * owing to an accu- 
mulation of mud in the water-courses dug along the sides 
of the roa Is. They are cleared once or twice a year. 

V. The Town proper occupies a space just within the 
Fort Wall, T cannot without considerable delay obtain inform- 
ation regarding the superficial area occupied by it, so send 
the Report without. The principal street in the place is one 
called Main Street, but taking them in order from the N. we 
have first a road unnamed running past the Gaol, E. and W. 
then Main Street, then Bazaar Street, then a road unnamed 
all running from E. to W. Other streets intersecting these 
run from N. to S., taking them in order from the Western 
side they are Pagoda Street, a street unnamed, Broad Street, 
Gaol Road, China Street, Merchant Street. 

Main Street which is one of the widest is about 23 feet 
from ditch to ditch, but the houses are about 3 feet further 
apart on each side, giving a total width of 33 foot. The others 
are mostly about 20 feet in width, between the*ditches or 30 
feet between the houses. 

VI. I beg to refer to my remarks under head IV. The 
ditches have been cleared as usual during the past year, and 
a deep trench carried from the Gaol into the centre of the 
Fort ditch, to prevent water lodging in the neighbourhood of 
the Gaol. 

VII. Burman houses are it is well known in general 
constructed without the slightest regard for ventilation, the 
materials of which they are ordinarily built however in some 
measure counteract this defect, the bamboo mat wall let- 
ting in a good deal of air. Incases of illness they close up 
every outlet, and cover the sick person with a thick musquito 
curtain. 

VII J. There does not appear to be any overcrowding. 

IX. None really. There is only one public Latrine and 
that is intended for the use of the peqple occupying stalls in the 
Town bazaar. It is in a very dirty condition and. dry earth 
conservancy not parried out. The Bunnans make use of their 
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own inclosures of ground for purposes of nature ; most of the 
houses have a small place erected* in the rear of the dwelling 
house, but their excreta are frequently not covered over. It is 
to be wished that Latrines for general use could be introduced 
in place of the system at present in force, and considering the 
great advantages donferred by the dry earth system of con- 
servancy it would be well worth an effort to bring it into play. 

It should however be introduced thoroughly, the mere 
storage of dry earth for use during the Monsoon will not meet 
the purpose, to be effectual the earth should be dried daily for 
use, as recommended in the recent report on Latrines in the 
Bengal Presidency. 

X. The water supply appears to be in general good, 
there are a number of wells in the Town. In the absence of 
apparatus for testing the water I can merely form a general 
idea with regard to it. 

XI . The general health of the Town is good. 

XII. I am not in a position to answer this question, to 
do so I should require to know how many inhabitants of each 
race (I suppose this is intended by section) there are in the 
Town. 

XI Tl. Cholera appeared in an epidemie form twice 
during the past year. Once it commenced in 'the Town 
close to Merchant Street, and afterwards spread, the sec- 
ond time it broke out in the Gaol and afterwards appear- 
ed in the Town; the first case occurring in a house close 
to the Gaol. The first epidemic occurred in May, the sec- 
ond jn August ; the latter has already been fully report- 
ed on as far as it regards the Gaol. 

XIV. The number of deaths during the past year 
have been 348, but for further information under this 
head I beg to refer to my Report on Births and Deaths. 

XV. The only disease which can, 1 think, be consi- 
dered endemic is malarious fever, it chiefly prevails at the 
commencement and termination of the monsoon, in the 
one case before the ground is thoroughly scoured by the 
rains, and decaying vegetable matter washed away, in the sec- 
ond> during the drying process “which occurs after the cessa- 
tion of tho rains, when malarious poison appears to be rapid- 
ly evolved, or at least if not evohod set free 
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XVI. In 1867-68 as mentioned in the report for that 
year 267 were vaccinated.^ This year 1863-69 it has not 
been carried on at all owing to various causes. When the 
supply of lymph first arrived towards the close of last year, 
only a very few Bur mans could be persuaded to bring their 
children for vaccination; they said, T am informed, that it 
was not the right time to be vaccinated, the right time with 
them meaning, the time when the small pox is amongst them, 
and frightens them out of their lazy inanimate condition. To- 
wards the end of 1 December I proceeded on duty to Rangoon, 
all the few cases before mentioned having failed, the lymph 
was bad, and failed not only in my hands, but also when 
tried by other Medical Officers in Toungoo. Nothing was 
done in the way of vaccination during my absence. Since 
the beginning of April (not included in this Report) I have 
succeeded in vaccinating some cases in Cantonment, from a 
private supply, obtained from Madras, with which the Med- 
ical Officer, II. M. 76th Regiment has obliged me; should 
opportunity offer, I hope to carry it on amongst the Burmans 
also. 

XVII. I am not .aware of any 

XVI I I. 1 lia\e no data to go upon in answering this 
question. As far as I have noticed I cannot say I have met 
with many instances of injury to health from the use of 
Opium or Chang, since my stay in Toungoo, but I am far 
fiom thinking either of these habits harmless. # 

XIX. The bazaar is tolerably clean, and in good order. 
A good deal of rubbish has accumulated around it, \jfrich 
would be better «emov*»d, and the ground is in many places 
undt nnined with u\t holes, which should be filled up. 

XX. The Slaughter sheds are clean and well kept. 

The Crave \ai*(K I have not seen. 

XXI. Tlio only public Institutions in the place are the 
Caul and the Civil Dispensary. 

The former is much improved sanitarily sitice it has* 
thoroughly dried (it was occupied too early) and since venti- 
lation has been adopted on a larger scale than was allowed 
for in its original construction. 
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The Civil Dispensary is au airy cheerful building, in 
‘an open healthy situation. # 

XXII. The only recommendation 1 thought it necessa- 
ry to make dui'ing the year was one which though neft exactly 
sanitary, yet had a relation to the health of the people. 

A large number of dogs’ without owners were straying 
about the Town, and some were rabid, two or three cases of 
hydrophobia in human subjects also occurring, I represented 
the matter to the Deputy Commissioner, who after due warn- 
ing had all stray dogs destroyed, thus checking ail extension 
of the disease. . * 

XXIII. In a previous part of this Report L have men- 
tioned the Fort ditch, This is a broad, dee]) excavation, en- 
circling the whole of the Fort Wall; it forms a receptacle fbr 
all the surface drainage of the Town, and exhales a most pes- 
tilential effluvium at the commencement and close of the mon- 
soon. I have heard the Suggestion, so do not put it forward 
as original, that a masonry trench constructed along the 
centre of the Fort ditch might remedy this state of things. 

The plan would he to commence the trench at a point 
answering to the extreme limit of the Town, and carry it along 
the centre of the ditch. 

All the surface drainage of the Town that could be 
collected, might be carried by gutters into this trench, while 
its position at the very lowest part of the ditch, would give 
it an advantage in collecting any drainage which might find 
its way by other channels than the gutters into the Fort ditch. 
The troncli could easily he made with a gentle slope towards 
the river, and be carried into it, where nearest to the Fort 
ditch. This if adopted would I think be a decided* advant- 
age sanitarily, as the ditch would no longer become saturated 
with putrescent animal and vegetable matter. 

<\ R. S. PARKER, 

( V) // Sttn/riw, ToHhtjOu 
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SANir KV ANI) PUBLIC HEALTH REPORT.- 
MADUIAIN. 

For lh<> jpar I8<SK. 

• 

I . Tho District around Maulmain consists for the most 
part of low swampy land under paddy cultivation, but the 
Town of Maulmain itself is situated on tiro east bank of the 
estuary known as the Maulmain River, and is tolerably well 
elevated. The ground on which the Town is built, is un- 
dulating, and a considerable portion of the upper part of tho 
town ar.dthe Military Cantonment, are well raised above the 
river, being built partly on the slope, and partly at the foot 
of a low range of hills, about three quarters of a mile from and 
running parallel with the bank of the River. 

Those portions of the tow n however lying at the back of 
the above mentioned range of low hills, and the suburbs of , 
Dinewoonquin and Mopoon, lying immediately on the banks 
of the river, where the banks are \ ory low are swampy ; and in 
these quarter-, the paddy cultivation in many cases extends 
up to the houses. Maulmain is however so well known 
from previous descriptions, that I tlpnk it is unnecessary to 
dilate further on this subject. 

• 

2. The climate of tho Town and District, is characterised 
by great humidity, combined with a high temperature, but the 
heavy rainfall during tho monsoon, while causing groat hu- 
midity of the atmosphere, 'has the effect, of cooling the air very 
considerably, and the average temperature is consequently 
much lower than it is in places in the same latitude, on the other 
side of the Bay of Bengal. 

The subjoined table will shew the temperature &c. for 
the past year. 
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Moan Moan Mean Rainfall Prevailing 
Max m Medium /Minimum j Inches • Winds 


J annul \ 


so 

07 

1 

•N E. 

Febiuai v 

87 • 

81 

?:> 

1 

• « • 

Maicli 

89 

83 

75 

# 


A pnl 

91 

83 

79 

0.60 

IXE.4S W. 

Moj 

85 

80 

78 

. 15 30 

i S W 

Juno | 

83 

80 

77 

43.95 

• • • 

July 

81 

79 

70 

3130 

1 

August 

81 

79 

78 

(51 50 

t 

Septombei 

82 

79 

75 

3(i 75 

. . 

( )ctober 

85 

82* 

78 

10 10 

, , 

November 

84 

81 

75 

. 5 70 

B.W & N.E. 

Decern be i 1 

82 

72 

07 

. . 

N. E. 


3. The fall of rain during the past year was, as shewn 
in the table, 211.2 inches. The rains set in rather earlier than 
usual, viz : about the middle of April, and occasional showers 
occurred at the end of the monsoon, nearly up to the middle 
of November. The greatest monthly fall of rain took placo 
in August, in which month there was a tall of 61.3 indite. 

4. A considerable portion of the Town being situated 
on the slope, and at the foot of a range of hills, with 6 m 
ground sloping gradually down to the river bank is drui. i 
well naturally, and the low lying portions of the Town a:< 
drained by nullahs, partly natural, and pandy or‘ art in 1 •! on- 
struction. In Dinewoonquin and Mopoou howe\e* iu,lv of 
the houses of the poorer classes, are built on the ■ v.uupy 
ground along the raised roadways, their floors b £, in*, kus d to 
the level of the roads on posts and a bridge of planks, en- 
abling the inmates to reach the road dry shod. I.'uring t»< 
monsoons these houses form islands in the swamp by which 
they are surrounded, and the only drainage aroun 1 them i 
by the occasional presence ot a nullah near them. 

5 ’. The area occupied by the Town is, I am info. * I, 
10£ square miles, giving an average superficial space of ’ . .b 
square yards to each inhabitant of the estimated population, 
lie roads are ’of fair average width, and their direction is cal* 
culated to promote free ventilation. 
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6. The drainage of tho Town is tolerably good, with 
the exception already mentioned. No changes have taken 
place in this respect, during the past *yoar. 

7. The houses are as usual provided with ample ventila- 
< tion by numerous doors and windows, but among the native 

inhabitants, both Burmese and Natives of India, this advant- 
age is neutralised at night by the scrupulous closure of every 
door and window. 

S. Nt) overcrowding exists so far as 1 am aware in any 
portion of the Town. 

!). Owing to the impo\ orished state of the Municipal 
Fund, no fixed ( ’onsorvanev Establishment lias been main- 
tained for the past tv o years, but a < ’onservanev Officer, and 
1 2 men have been entertained during the monsoons for clear- 
ing drains &c. This small establishment is of course quite 
inadequate to carry out properly, the Conservancy of a large 
town like Mauhnain, but it serves to remove to a great ex- 
tent, tho evils which would arise were there no conservancy 
gang at all, from the accumulation of rubbish about the 
streets, and near the dwellings of the poorer inhabitants. Jt 
is much to be regretted that the Conservancy of the Town is 
so very defective, and I hope that measures will be taken by 
Government, to improve the present state of things in this 
respect, as the Municipal Funds cannot meet the difficulty. 

10. Numerous wells throughout the Town give an am- 
ple supply of good drinking water during tho greater part of 
the year, but in tho hot weather the supply is frequently 
scanty, and the water impure from the admixture of mud, 
and deposits from vegetable, and animal substances falling 
into the wells, and being allowed to remain there. These 
evils might, no doubt, be obviated to a great extent by the 
periodical cleansing of the wells, hut f think that the only 
way to secure, an adequate supply of good drinking water 
during the hot season would be to intercept and store in 
pucka tanks the water now poured down so frooly on the 
lower land, by numerous streams and nullahs on the sides of 
the low hills behind tho town. 

11. It -is highly satisfactory to observe that, not- 
withstanding the defective sanitary condition of the Town 
consequent on the bad Conservancy arrangements, the gone- 
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ral health of the inhabitants, during the period under re>- 
port, has been remarkably good, and indeed better than it 
was during the previous year, *of which Dr. Marr reports 
that: — “The Public Health has been better during the pe- 
riod under review, than it has been for years.” 

12. Mauhnain has always, I believe, been considered a 
healthy place for Europeans and East Indians, and these 
sections of the community have certainly been remarkably 
healthy during the. j>a*t year. Among the poorer classes of 
Natives of India, and Burmese of the same class, and espe- 
cially those whose occupations have taken them much into 
the jungles, there has been a good deal of sickness, though 
less tlian has usually been the case in previous years. 

The greatest amount of sickness and mortality has occurred 
among the* Burmese portion of the population, but this no 
doubt is due, not to a greater proneness to diseeasc among 
them, than among Natives of India, and other foreigners, 
but to the fact that the number of children and old people, 
are much larger among them, than among the foreign inhabit- 
ants, and that tliev are more exposed to malaria in working 
timber in the jungles. 

13. There has been no outbreak of any epidemic disease 
in the town of Maulinain during the past year, but as usual 
a few sporadic co^es of cholera and small pox, and a consider- 
able number of » jiags of measles, occurred, both in earlier and 
later months of the year. The mortality from these diseases 
was very slight with the > \eeption of measles, to which dis- 
ease 23 dv'tth- ere attributed. 

14. Tne u <»i>alit\ among all classes of the population 
during the past year, has been remarkably low. Indeed the 
mortality indicated by the Registration returns, is so very 
low, as to give rise to the suspicion that tjieso returns may 
be incorrect. 

If the returns be correct, the rate of mortality in Maul- 
main for the year 18/53. has been aWbut 9 per 1000, below 
the average death rate in England. This may be the case, 
but it does not appear probable — at the same time I must 
observe that since the system of Registration was introduced 
in Burma, the rate of mortality in Maulnmin. as recorded in 
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the returns, has always been considerably below the rate in 
England. \ 

13. .The prevailing and most fatal diseases among the 
inhabitant of ilauhnain during the past year, have been 
F over, * ♦inThoea, Dysentery and Atrophy, and among Chil- 
dren Com ulsions and affections of the Lungs; but besides 
«!* to diseases. Bronchitis, Rheumatism, Syphilis, Ulcers, 
Anisarca, and other diseases dependent on debility, have also 
frequently oecuired. The majority of the oases of Fever, 
which were, with few exceptions of either the Intermittent 
or Remittent type, occurred among Burmese, who are, as has 
already been stated, much more exposed to malarious influ- 
ences, than the Natives of India and other aliens, from the 
fact that the working of the timber in the forests in which 
large numbers of people are employed, is almost entirely 
carried on by Burmese. 

To the same cause may be attributed the greater preva- 
lence among them of Bowel Complaints, depending, I have 
lio doubt, on malarious poisoning and ‘its effects. Diarrhoea 
and Dysentery were next to fever, the diseases of most fre- 
quent occurrence during the past year, the subjects being ei- 
ther i eople, generally Burmese, who had been exposed to the 
poison of malaria, or indigent and ill fed natives of India or 
Burma, in whom, insufficiency or indigestibility of food, and 
inadequate protection from the vicissitudes of the climate, 
with, consequently exposure to cold and damp, appeared to 
have been the causes of the disease. 

Atrophy gave rise to considerable mortality, both among 
Burmese and Natives of India, the disease among the former 
being for the most part, the result of previous neglected jun- 
gle lover, with enlargement of the spleen, and among the lat- 
ter depending, generally, on previous Diarrhoea, Venereal dis- 
ease, or insufficient and improper food. 

Syphilis lias been very prevalent, though the mortality 
from this disease has been low. Venereal disorders have beep 
most prevalent among Natives of India, 1)ut a large proportion 
of the European Patients, as well as Natives of India and 
Burmese in the General Hospital, have generally been suffer- 
ing from thebe' diseases. 
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Bronchitis and ithe#Luatisoi have been by do means 
uncommon, occurring for the most part during the rains. Thd 
former was caused by exposure to damp and cold„ or sudden 
vicissitudes of temperature, but as a rule the latter *^ould be 
traced to previous syphilitic disease. 

The principal diseases among chileren havo*becn Tnfla- 
mation of the Bungs, Croup, Convulsions, Bowel Complaints, 
and Measles. Burmese Children arc terribly mismanaged by 
their 4 mothers, and it is really surprising that any of 'them 
survive the perils they are exposed to during infancy and 
childhood, from want of clothing, early cramming with rice, 
improper food and general mismanagement, as it is, 1 am con- 
vinced that large numbers of naturally healthy children, die 
from these causes. 

16. Only 535 cases were \aceinatcd during the year 
under review, and of these 75 were 1 unsuccessful, giving a 
percentage of more than 14 per cent; but among these fail- 
ures are included a considerable number whom it was en- 
deavoured to vaccinate from tubes, the lymph contained in 
which failed to produce a result in any of the children 
operated on. The operation is ,n/t in favor among native in- 
habitants, and nothing short of compulsion will, 1 think, 
serve to extend its benefits in this country as in England. 

17. I am not aware that any of of the people follow 
employments, calculated to injure their health, unless the 
occupation of the Timber traders, and their assistants bo 
held to come under this heading. 

18. From the few opportunities L have lmd of ob- 
serving the effects of Opium smoking or eating, and the 
consumption of Gunja and Bhang 1 am decidedly of opin- 
ion that all of these drugs produce a baneful effect on those 
using them, but that this effect depends greatly on the 
quantity taken, and whether the drugs arc taken habitual- 
ly or only occasionally. 

19. The Bazaars arc kept as clean as possible considering 
the means available for this purpose. 

20. The slaughter house is kept clean and looked after 
by the Conservancy officer, under the supervision of the Magis- 
trate. The grave yards an' kept in good order. 
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21. The Sanitary state of all tile public buildings, is sat- 
isfactory, and requires no special remark. 

22. The only recommendations of any consequence made 
during the past year on Sanitary subjects, have been the sug- 
gestion that the pucka water tanks mentioned in a former pa- 
ragraph, should be constructed to increase the supply of drink- 
ing water in the hot weather, and a recommendation that a 
Lock Hospital should be built near the General Hospital. 

In concluding this report 1 have merely to add, to what 
I have already written, that the absence of epidemic disease, 
and the low rate of mortality during fhc past year, speak vol- 
umes in favor of the salubrity of Maulmain, and are subjects 
for unmixed satisfaction. 


B. T. SUFFREIN, 

< n</ G/V/7 Snr</oou^ Ma n! mui h . 


ooo 


REMARKS HV THE DBPl'TY COMMISSIONER 


SHWE-GYEEN DISTRICT. 

The ( <ivil Surgeon’s report is complete and comprchon- 
si\e, and requires but little comment. 

2. The Sanitary condition of the Town of Shwe Gyeen 
is as good as it possibly can be under existing circumstances; 
several schemes for its improvement have been suggested at 
various times but as a great difference of opinion exists as to the 
nature of the requisite works, it is to be feared that Shwh Gyeen 
will, for some years to come, retain its unenviable notoriety as 
the unhealthiest Town of British Burma. 

3. In three other Tow ns of the District a Municipal tax 
has been in existence some years. Though their funds are sol- 
vent and can well bear the charge, Government steadfastly re- 
fuses to sanction any Conservancy Establishment for the Towns 
of Sittang, Winpadaw, Kyeikhto. There is therefore much 
more difficulty now in keeping these Towns clean than there 
was before the Municipal tax was imposed. The people 
naturally object to perform work for the execution of which 
they pay others. 

4. The large villages of the District have improved of 
late in their Sanitary condition. The people generally arc be- 
coming more cleanly in their ways, and manner of living. 
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5. A commencement lias been made of sinking a few 
wells in these places where the drinking water is least pure. 
In course of time every village should have its own well. The 
people will not commence these works themselves* consider- 
ing that they canno"t require what they have done so long 
without, and because it is contrary to custom. * 

G. The general health of the District has been very satis- 
factory. 

It is a matter for regret that better precautions are not 
taken to ensure an early supply of good vaccine lymph. There 
were hundreds of children waiting to be vaccinated but such 
great delay occurred that the Vaccinator had not time to extend 
his visits bevond the suburbs of this Town. 

(J. E. WATSON. 

Dr/jiitt/ L*onnni*sinh< j r Shirr iijjren. 

— OOQ - 

ANNUAL SANITARY HEALTH REPORT TOWN OF 

SHWE-OYEEN. 

For the year cmling :tls( March 1869. 

The Town of Sliwe-Gyeen is situated iu 17 ".>5'3G "North 

iKigiApuK ii doviiption i’f l«iti and 5)0 »)1 J *3 hist longitude 

station .,n<l d.st, u t BUM. illy >lc‘Vlltioll of 5)0 feet the 

sea level and at the junction of the Sittang and Shwe-Gyeen 
Rivers. The houses run for some distance along the banks 
of both rivers. The town is usually Hooded every year to 
a depth of 2 or 3 feet. To the back of the Town lies the 
Cantonment on a well elevated laterite hill. To the East at a 
distance of about 1 .3 miles run high ranges of mountains in a 
general direction of North and South and extending Eastward 
tar beyond the Salween river into the Zinmiai and Karenee 
States. The height of these mountains vary from 3000 to .3000 
feet. To the N ortli East at a distance of about 70 miles exist 
extensive pine forests, where during 3 months of the year 
ice is met with, and during the hottest season the thermome- 
ter does not rise above 80° in the shade. The other portion 
of the district comprises the extensive valley of the Sittaim, 
of a rich alluvial soil, small isolated patches of paddy cultiva- 
tion are met with in the vicinity of the numerous small vil- 
lages. The waste land consists for the most part of den^e tree 
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jungle, with elephant grass along the banks of the rivers and 
streams. . « 

« 

The c climate is dry from the middle of October until the 
2 Xai mo of cimntc «.d .iiino* middle of May. * Heavy dews at night 
phene phonomen i and f G tr S j n the morning prevail during 

J aiiuary and February. The day heat is excessive from March 
till May. but a refreshing breeze generally sets in about G or 
7 p. m. The nights and mornings arc cool throughout the 
year. During the dry season tin 4 air is loaded with smoke 
and particles of burnt matter, from jungles being on fire on all 
sides. The usual extreme of summer heat seldom exceeds 
104° and the cold of the Winter months 32° Fahrenheit. 


hiui'aH 


The fall of rain amounted for the season to 187 inches and 
3 tenths. The monsoon commenced 
at the end of May and terminated as 
in former years in October. It was ushered in by the usual 
thunder storms and gales of wind, and at its termination the 
same phenomena in a milder form were oxjicriencod. 

The Town is well drained ; several good roads run through 
the Town and have deep drains along 


4 Position and i]i una^e of I own 


The town 


theii edges. 


of Shu e-( Jyoen is about 1«\ miles in length 
by 1 mile in breadth six main roads 
varying in breadth from 40 to GO feet 
run in a general direction from East 
to W est. "Eight cross roads of an aver- 
age width of 40 feet intersect the main 
Each inhabitant of the town has ap- 
proximately an average area of GOO square feet. 

The Town is generally clean. The drainage having 
been greatly improved. During the 

0 Condition of f <n« n is i ega» ds , ° 

drainage, noting any changes or irn- UOSt year WOOdCn hOUSOS having beCU 
piovemeuf s made dining the jeir A •, . V . in n . 1 iS ■* 

substituted lor many of the old and 
delapidatecl bamboo dwellings. Streets have been cleared, 
new roads constructed, and old ones repaired. 

Perflation is entirely by means of 
doors and windows. 

No overcrowding has takcp place 
during the year. 


I Tvieiit of ground « c» npied In 
'I own, ro ids, description ot their po 
ait ions, number and width gonci ulj 
to show the ventilation m legal d to 
pre\ ailing winds Yiciuge suptifi 
* lal space approximately to oacli m 
k habitant ot cstnnited population 

roads at right angles. 


7 Ventilation of house* 


d Overcrowding 
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The provision for Conservancy is 
on the whole very satisfactory. 

The country is plentifully supplied with water from 
condition of natural springs and rivers, and water 
for all purposes and of good quality 
is supplied from wells. The wells are all in good condi- 
tion. 

The public health of Shwe Gyeen 
during the period under review has 


9 Conaorrancv 


10 Water SuppJj 
wells 


11 General health 
touts 


of Inhale 


been good. 


12 The Comp ir line Mato of 
health of the sovoi «il section's ot the 
< onunuiuty 


Tlie health of the inhabitants of all 
raceslms been on the whole satisfactory. 

There was no epidemic during the year, but a few* easo~ 
of measles and chicken ]>ox liadi’ it **p 
pcaranoe amongst children in Town m 
tlie months of January and February 

in a mild form. 


1* Fpidetnus 1 lstoiv and pro 
"re*s of di«-< isc, <1 itc. < t ippon nice 
noting situ itu u of hist « ist s dito 
of rtsstU>]i tlnutum of tippioich 
<0 <U 


The number of deaths during tlie year amounts to 1(1:2, 
it ai.iuiiu ’which shews a decrease of 87 over 

that of the year previous, and gi\osadeath rate o. 121.1)0 per 
1, 000 living. 

The endemic diseases of Shwe Gyeen, those which injure 
x, ruck nic-i the health or destroy the life of the 

inhabitants arc fevers and dysentery. 

The result of Vaccination during the past year has 1 

16 Success or otherwise of w tolerably satisfactory, as it was oiuy 

Cl,1<ltum confined to tiie Town of Shwe Gyeen, 

and a few villages close by, a'- good Vaccine lymph was not 
received till very late in the' season. 

With regard to the occupation of the people, the 

17 Empioj menta lujunou, to* Burmese and Karens who compose 

h0,lth by far the largest portion of the 

population are cultivators of rice, petty traders, shop keep- 
ers, boat owners, &c., which’ employments do not appear 
to be prejudicial to health. 

In the persons of those who are addicted to tho 
to Tbo effect of op,,™ omokm* use of these drugs, their systems are 

under P ar and inadequate to the 
otherwise * wear and tear to which they are 

exposed in the common avocations of life. The use of in- 
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toxicating diugs is however confined almost entirely to the 
feY Chinese and Natives of India residing in the District. 

11). The Bazaar is in good or- 
n Mreof Waai der and creditably clean. 

The slaughter shed is situated beyond the precincts 
jo suwvimjhu. if*,.* md of the Town, sufficiently removed 
< * 1 lVL ' H,u from human habitations to preclude 

any fear of the Public Health being inlluenced by it. 
The European Burial ground is situated at a good dis- 
tance from the Town, within the limits of the Military 
Cantonment. The Burmese and others have their places 
of burial far out of flight, about 2 miles from the Town, 
the place is known by tin* number of Z iv.it s and Monas- 
teries that surround it. 


JI st lit 

la Instilu l *ns 


All the Public Buildings are in 
good order, sanitarv measures care 


fully obser\ ed. 

Keconnnended that sweepings of decayed vegetable mat 
ter of the Baza.us should be removed 
outside of the enclosures, and burnt 
or buried, also that the cleaning 
and weeding of the public places enerally should be at- 
tended to. All suggestions made by me to the Magis- 
trate of the Town were attended to and carried out. 


2J Note ill iC< < nimtutl ituns 1 1 
nnp'nl tiiCL ni wlc duiing the \. - t«> 
tuc I «>» il \ itth* itci. u Smitiiv 
in it 1 ci ■s 


A plan is now under consideration for the more elFectu- 
\n> •.w.t.uii ...n.rvs tn,, u w ul drainage of the Tow n, by convert- 
utcl ' ssl1 ' ing surrounding swamps into tanks, 

and by so arranging the drainage, that on the subsidence 
of the annual floods the Town may bo left dry, and free 
from the numerous pools of stagnant water which for years 
past have bred fever and dysentery, and rendered this Town 
one of the 'most unhealthy m British Burma. 

( !. J. COOPER, 

Honorary Assistant Stmjoon , 

In Civil Modimf C banjo S/ure ( hjoen . 
(too 

SANITARY REPORT- STATION OF TAVOY. 

Fop the j ear 1868. 

Topography. The town of Tavoy, lies in North Lati- 
tude 1 1° 30", and East Longitude 9<S r . It is ‘situated in 
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the alluvial valley on the East bank of the Tenasserim riv- 
er, which takes a course from* North to South, running 
parallel with the Ghats & discharges itself into the sea 
about 50 miles from the town. 

2. Nature or Climate am> Atmospheric 
The climate of Tayoy is salubrious. 

Seasons. The seasons like other stations in Burma 
are the cold, hot, and rainy. The cold weather sets in 
about the month of November, and continues until the end 
of February. The hot wciither lasts from March till June, 
when the rainy weather sets in and continues until Octo- 
ber. The commencement j^kI the breaking up of rain are 
attended with much thunder and lightning. 

The Meteorological phenomena observed during the 
past twelvemonths are recorded in Urn subjoined Register. 

Itf’f/tstt'r of Mf'troro/otfn <t1 Ohm mtfioits 


Moytlis 

B'lronie Theimo- | Thoimo- 
‘ / 1 meter drv rrmter wet K.un (iua^u 

n ‘‘ hull>. hull) 

-*• 1 £ 

Max Min. Max. MimMax Miu.« -g c 

H 

January 1808... 

1 80° 

(JO | 

' 

t 

February ,, 

1 84" 

02°’ 1 

1 

1 

March „ 

<)<)’ 

74"! ' 

1 

i 

April 

88° 

74 M ' 

, 

(j i 

May 

do’ 

7 S 

to 1 

5 1 

June 

1)0 J 

74' 

1 45 

7V 

July „ ... . 

, ; w? 

70 ■ 

3!) , 

5 

August „ 

i SF 

74" 

1 53 . 

7 A 

September 

84° 

7<f 

30 1 

3 

October 

1)0 ' 

to" ; 1 

j 4 

9 

November 

« 88" i 

08' 1 


4 ( 

December „ 

•i M’ 

I. ... 

00"! 1 

1 

C—i 

1 

Total.. 

1 

I ' 

, 11)3 i 

_ i 

7 ’ 


The prevailing winds during the vear are N: N. K; 
W; S. W; K; N. E; and West. 
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3. "Rainfall. — The fall of Rain registered during the 
year has been 193 inches and, 7 tenths. * 

4. Drainage. — The drainage of the Town m carried on 
bv ihe large creeks that intersect it, through the agency of 
which all ram water &c. are emptied into the river. The 
road-side drains which are open rtnd unbricked also assist in 
removing all surface ’water and accumulations. 

5. E\rL< r OK GROl M) CK crPIED JJY THE TOWN, ROADS, DESORIP- 
iU)N T ovi.jiT h rosiuox’&c. 'flic extent of ground occupied by 
die town is 1 \ Square miles. There are four large roads run- 
ning North and South about 40 to 60 feet broad, these are 
,.i v one .ercial road, Victoria l^id, MacF arquliar’s road and 
S< r ensoifs road, and there are three largo roads of about 50 

vt broad i i tlfe direction of East and West, the Siam road, 
» T i ?»ie\ s road and llaughtoifs road, besides these there 
v. ^e\c>al small roads of 25 to 30 ‘bet broad intersecting the 
above roads ; the roads are large and numerous enough to 
allow ventilation. 

The town contains a popular • v)f 14, 5j aid Mie dis- 
trict 54,231 souls : of the former 6 sj! ard* males, and 7,714 
females, of the latter 20,9Sl are inah and 27,250 females. 
The number according to Races stands as follows, 54,527 Bur- 
mese, 1,997 Talians, 6,196 Karen*- 1,731 Chinese, 118 Ma- 
lays, 16 Toungtlioos 62 Slums, 422 Hindoos, 613 Mohamme- 
dans, and 67 Christians making a grand total of 68,749 souls. 

The Burmese population preponderates over that of every 
other Liace being more than three-fourths of the whole, and 
the proportion of males to females of all classes stands as 65 
to 68 almost on a par with European nations. 

The area of the Town is 1 ^ Square miles and that of the 
District 7,198 Square miles, giving an average of 9 souls to 
each Square mile. 

6. Ventilation of houses. — The houses in Tavoy are 
built generally 2 or 3 feet from the ground, and some are raised 
a little higher. All are built almost on the same principle and 
the houses possess but very little ventilation as they are ill 
furnished with doors and windows. 

7. Overcrowding.- The Northern part of the town, by 
the river side is the* only quarter where the houses, occupied 
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chiefly by fishermen and potters, are mostly crowded. But in 
til 3 other quarters of the town tire houses are built apart from 
each other and crowding does no£take place. 

• 

8. Oo”servancy.— There is only one Public Latrine at- 
tached to the Public Offices where the dry earth system of Con- 
servancy is carri:d out, and the night soil removed to a dis- 
tance in the jungle. Latrines are also erected near every 
house on the cesspool princjplp, some of which arc exposed 
to view, and < -Ihenvise objectionable — unless these are proper- 
ly built, LoLtel from the caves of the houses and have a 
good deep pit the y become* a nuisance. 

A great number of private Latrines are* also built over 
the creeks tliat intersect the Town. 

Any atte to carry out the dry earih system of conserv- 
ancy in the town would at present prove abortive. The old state 
of thing, i must e*>ntin unril municipal laws arc brought into 
operation u.il the p'»olo im.de to practise home conservancy 
and taught, the Mineiid > of dom» stic hygiene. 

0. Vf\n v i Condition op wflls. Fresh potable 

water i^» to u li 'd4V*> n wells situated about a mile from the 
river, thou* hi .L m ; /nbourhood of the river become brackish 
and ui'dri*. v. ole in the dry weather wheu they require to be 
cleared out tlm \>\iU r then becomes less brackish and fit for 
use. Tin-ie :iK a great number of wells in tiie town which 
supply ulrm Imkv of good water for all purposes. 

10. C "i k\l ok in if a in tams. * The ppblic health 

of Tavoy, duii g the period under review, lias been upon the 
whole, goo !. lb. * most prevalent diseases during the year 
luue been »*\‘\er^ in all the forms from the c million Fcbrieula, 
to the a^ravated iiemii tout oi continued kinds. Lut the type 
most generally nu i with is the common ague which soon yields 
to the ordinary treat nu nt. Diseases of the Respiratory sys- 
tem and th .,e of tho Stomach and Bowels were also as usual 
prevalent in the wot weather. 

Skin di , »e vs, each as the common I toll. Ringworm, and 
cases of Ophthalmia were also treated durin »• the year. 

Wounds of \arIous descriptions wore also treated, a large 
number of the Juveniles have also received treatment at the 
Dispensary for intestinal worms. 
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11. Health op the Police. — The health of the Police, 
stationed at head quarters had, been during the year, good. The 
strength of the Force at this station consists of one Superintend- 
ent, two’ Inspectors and 245 men. Only one death occurred in 
a constable, a man of dissipated habits, who contracted Fever, 
in the district, while out on duty, and succumbed to the disease 
in a few days. 

Health op the Prisoners.. The general health of the Pris- 
oners has been good during the year. There were 12 admissions 
into Hospital and no deaths. The strength of tho Lock-up has 
been 15.6 and the daily average sick 0.3. 

12. Epidemics. There have been no epidemics of any kind 
daring the past year. 

13. Mortality. — The number registered during the cal- 
endar year has been 292. Males 157 and females 135 ; giving 
a per centage of 2 to the population of the town, which stood on 
the 31st December 186S, as follows ; 

Males 6,804 and Females 7,714. The causes of deaths 
have been. 

Males Females 


Fevers ... ... ... 60 60 

Diseases of the Stomach and Bowels 52 34 

Disease of the Lungs ... ... 15 12 

Child Birth ... ... ... ... ... 5 

Disease of the Brain... ... ... 5 2 

Stillborn *.. ... ... ... 13 8 

Dropsy ... ... ... ... 4 3 

Old Age ... ... ... ... 4 4 

Accident ... ... ... ... 2 

Scrofula ... ... ... ... ... I 

. Abscess ... ... .*.. ... 1 

Chlorosis ... ... ... ... ... 6 

Syphilis ... ... ... ... 1 

Total 157 135 



TSMASSSB1M DIVISION — -TAVO Y. Sid 

Ages under which deaths have taken place, are as follows : 

* Males Females 


Stillborn 

... 

• •• • • • m • « 

13 • 

8 

Under 1 

month to 1 year ... 

30 

19 

From 1 

to 5 

years 

34 

20 

„ 5 

„ 10 

99 • • * 

• • • 

1 

„ 10 

„ 20 

99 444 4 • • 

l 

3 

„ 20 

„ 30 

It • • • * • • 

11 

13 

„ 30 

„ 40 

99 ••• 

10 

14 

„ 40 

„ 60 

99 • 4 * ' 

20 

15 

„ 60 

„ 70 

„ and upwards . . . 

38 

•42 



Total.... 

..157 

135 


The greatest number of deaths has taken place among 
the Juveniles and those advanced in years. * 

14. Endemics. — Diseases peculiar to this place are those 
.affecting the stomach and bowels *and the lungs, fevers, skin 

eruptions, worms, and ophthalmia. 

15. — Vaccination.— -The Vaccinator’s Register shows that 
74 cases have been vaccinated during the year 1868, of this 
number 56 proved successful, 1 1 unsuccessful and 7 doubtful. 
All the cases were vaccinated within the precincts of the town, 
and no attempt has been made as yet to vaccinate in the 
District. 

16. Employment of people, its injurious effect on health. 
The men are generally engaged in cultivating, and some 
of them are employed as carpenters, blacksmiths, fishermen, 
and petty traders. The women arc employed in weaving, 
bazaar selling, and the ordinary domestic duties. These sev- 
eral occupations do not appear to exert any unusual injurious 
influence on their health. 

17. State of the Bazaars. — There are two public mark- 
ets in the town. One, the property of Government is situa- 
ted on an open pioce of ground to the East of the Court. House, 
and about 35 yards from it. It is an old thatched building 
and well ventilated on all sides. The Bazaar is held from 7 
to 12 o’clock in the forenoon daily and has a Goung and a. 
Piyadah to look after its cleanliness. 
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JfeSfetc bosxLth Aetata 


* v m&rket is ‘a loW thatched bhildiiflgpsitrftadd on 

tit© aid© of y iotoria Road hf t a crowded part of the town and 
$Njibfcj$3*io a jWivate individual. It is kept open from 2 td & p. K. 

, daily. ‘ . 

* i The markets are well stocked with articles of consump- 
tion, as rice, pork, fish both fresh and salted; prawns, venison, 
vegetables of all kinds, fruits of every kind, and nga-pee ; and 
also of wares manufactured in the place and those brought in 
from other places. 

18 The state op Slaughter -Houses and Grave Yards- 

♦ 

There is no place set apart for slaughtering animals. Oc- 
casionally goat’s flesh and seldom beef are brought round for 
sale, by individuals at whose private dwellings the animals are 
slaughtered. 

Burial Grounds. — The burial places for the Christains 
and other denominations are situated at considerable distances 
.from the town and are kept clean and in good order. s 

19 Sanitary state of all Public Institutions : — 


1st. The Court House. — Is a well ventilated pucka 
buildihg, iptuated on a high and sloping piece of ground — at- 
tached to this building is a Latrine, where the dry earth 
system of conservancy is carried on and its cleanliness is 
attended to. 


2nd. The Circuit House. — Is an old wooden build- 
ing, well raised fiom the ground and is very accommodating, 
but it stands in need of sundry repairs and requires a fresh 
"thatched roof as also the out houses attached to it want roofing 
4^d4ts compound clearing of the ovor grown #egetation. 

. - . 3rd. Tiib Treasury. — Is situated in the body of the Court 
Houite and is in good order. 

__ , 4th. The Police office.—- Is also situated in the moan 
building of thw Court li<jpse ; #nd is in good order. 


5th. The Bolide Main Guard, — Isa neat little building 



mfttd fenced all round, bn the anterior aspect 
sign board indicating, fte designation 


of the 





„ '* * Stilus Thai d$t»lited4il$ 

ground in the town, between §jWn and old C 
dilapidated baknboo Spiked fence about 10' feet 




under trial prisoner's ward for 12, X hospital" 
oownfcodate 14: 1 civil' prisoner's ward calculated t*> OBgupn 
5; 1 Women’s tfeard for the accommodation of 0 fete$d^||$§ 
there is a small ward attached to the hospital, which is .caps? 
hie of accommodating 3. ^ 

The wards are numerous and more in number t&gtx’£$& 
requirements of the station, as the daily average strengths for 
the 'past year ( 13.6 )‘ indicates. * * * 

The wards are in a tumbling down condition and not like- 
ly to stand out much longer, but as it is reported that a new 
Lock-up n to be erected, further comments on the subject 
will bo unnocc 5« iry. It is to be hoped that the contemplated 
* building may soon be commenced wtth and completed lor the 
accommodation of our prisoners. 

The enclosure of the Lock-up is a square; and aie&surea 
about 290 feet on each side 

7th. The Civil Dispensary. — Is well situated aftd OCCU* 
pies a central position. It faces the Court House and is situ* 
ated at a considerable distance from it. Is very L _ 
and well ventilated on all sides, attached to the building i 
a Privy and a Cook House. The cleanliness of these buihl 
ings are attended to. * * »' 

20. Tl E Er; EOT OF OPIUM SMOKING OR EATING GCNJAK Aj$d> 

Bhang os q,il population whether injurious or 
I believo cAjah and Bhang are not used by the Burmese 
but* are conpiinicd by the Natives of India, the effects «t the 
narcotics me mannust, as the generality of them appear emac&e- 
ted and have the eyes peculiar to those habituated to their use, 
* The Chinese eat and sih||te Otfum as also a greater “pa« 
qf the Burmese, is apparent in glassy sunken eyes and- 
giere^eUow countenance presented by these unf^^^ 

' 2 * QMl Medical 
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8 Montte it 

1 7. • :.r ' .. to attemptto toye'atdpog^plit^^as; 

iKiflptioK , iof - the Town and District^ * 
this stibjec|’for* next annual report-. 

2. . ; During my abort period of ' omce (sittee I9thJanuaiw 
1869) I .have found, the ' 4h»afoS<jp 
h ; i .. . Mergu'i of the most agreiabls. -The 

mid-day sun is most powerful, but there is the advantn^bf 
ar&aeeea breeze which prevails almost at all times. The ■ sights, 
are eool aud pleasant. 

”ii^'-: ;.The following table gives tlxe Thermometric observations 
for the year \t- 


Prevailing Winds. 
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' '! t * feainly ’''built : on 

W *>' **>tKS^SS«^l 

S Mtaeljm rirqr, Tojlp. poeitipn them are . 
fc* fih% amount of jungle, sumimdmg the H» 
ri^eFlacipg. lienvS? faci^ ^Smsting- ,|__ 
$ixteMye mtid fiat, extending toTthe' r fuff length uf 
jcSttst in some measure affect the health of »,&*' ||J 
Many houses have been erected on posts eXteafiibj * 

tfie fiat. Hie inhabitants of these aWellirigt ate M „ 

of throwing refuse mid other offensive matter under; 
houses, ana as this portion of the fiat is hut partially 

at high water, a great portion of the refuse is .ten . jw 

and most offensive odours at times arise from ifn *nrYitltUhtllH 
tion. The construction of a Seawall would in a great meSjfci* 
ure remove the evils mentioned, and would be a > great 
boon to the inhabitants. ■■ t , v<# 

* 5. The superficial area of the town is 1 33 acres; this would 

Ex W at ground occn,i«i a» give a superficial space of 69 yard* 
Tow “ square to each inhabitant of th^ esti- 

mated population. The width of the roads » pearly urdforin 
being about 10 to 12 yards. The direction of the three principal 
roads is nearly North and South these are intersected at inter* 
vals by roads nearly East and West. Jn the South end < ~ 
town the housed are very thick on the ground* No 
roads exist, the rows of houses being merely 
foot paths not more than 4 yards wide. 

6. The drainage of Mergui is on the whole ^ 

_ . exception must he made a* 1 . 

the lower part qf the Town whfeiwtife 
drains are constructed on almost a dead level. *■ • 
drains are situated not more than two oFlSureeb* 
foam fhe mouths of the wells. * Hie peoplp being in 
stadt habit- of bathing at the wells the water so used $ 
ffi thfe “dfsifls, which often 0|ptdin<eefuse *nd~ other 
and' as these .dwpna/. are not p ump, . I qannot, 
that* flows portion, of, v ti*§p. ^stagnant water must 
drijgr -Wfe * iWa .,p$t*aware of any 

hdmh/dmrmg, fibf ttwipw. 
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Conservancy 


• 7 .^' 3 ?lFe«a: njy own observation I consider 1 the vewtila'- 
3 tion of the Burmese houses is good. 

I do hot think much improvement 
eould be *made on their present system of building. .. , 

8 . This does not appear to e$* 
ist in Mergui. 

9 . The Conservancy of the streets of Mergui is on 
the whole good. The drains, how- 
ever, especially those near the wells 

require greater attention. In some parts of the Town 
as the South end and the beach, I cannot say much for 
the Conservancy of the inhabitants themselves. 

10 . The water supply of Mergui appears to bo plentiful 

m j . especially in the deeper wells The 

* mm 7 shallower wells during February and 

March contained no more than 6 inches or a foot of water. 

I have examined the water of several wells on the Strand* 
and also of those further from it. Jt is clear and although 
the water of the shallower wells, especially those of the 
Strand, is slightly brackish, this does not appear to bo the 
case in the deeper wells. I am not aware oi any improve- 
ments having been made in the old wells dunng the year. 
Two new wells, one in a good position, lia\e however been 
sunk. 

11 . The general health of the inhabitants is on the 

General Henlth of Inhabitant* Whole good. Their appOaranCO is 

that of a well fed and satisfied race. 
If their food were of a better character, I am of opinion a 
stronger or more healthy race would not exist. 

12. The general health of the Natives of India in 
-Gemptmtten et*te at health 9/ the Mergui is good, as also is that of 

the Chinese, and appears on the 
Sfhole to bfe better than that of the Burmese. , 

13 . * in the latter end ofvFebruary the Town was visit- 

„ ' ’ ed by Cholera but of a very mild 

type and Continued so up 'to end .of 
the yiSsr. The 'first case occurred in the south end of the 
Town on the 26 th. This portion of the Town is one. of the * 
Six pl«» in FobraM*,' 5 too*. up to. 



!4ti^ $&»%&« and the latter* part lof 
r*& * 'disposed to attribute this visitation in & 

the unwholesome character of fhe peo-ple's^faod, nspeeiajuf «*?? 
the Iferge quantities of unripe fruit # &©. which #8jn ’•atffr' ' 

^itE Which the Bazaar at this time of’the year abOBndOj e«4 ' 
the rathy State of the underneath' iiortion of* the 
sepm of tiie dirtier portions of the Town, ' . v 

' The following’ wore thfe measures, adopted on tke let * 
Odtbriak : — ; . *' 

1. Notices wero issued requesting the people toJUtt| ( 
stain from eating unwholesome vegetables and unripe feuj|£-^ 
Also tb clean up all rubbish from beneath their housee 
and set fire to the same. 

2. Notices were afso posted requesting the people to 
apply at the Hospital immediately if dfeu rhcoa should occur 
ana informing them that the Civil Burgeon and Apotheca- 
ry were willing to visit all siek persons at their own 
•houses — Lastly House to House visitation. 

Two cases of Small Pox wero brought down from Baft* 

_ „ _ * goon, one in Fobi uaiy and one in 

*' w March. The February case was 4 vii$* 

ited oh board the “Kathoo” and supplied with M-edicipes^ 
he however died. The March case escaped ‘on shore and 
took’ up residence in some gardens l a mile out of Town— he 
died- 8 — and one case is at present m existence in the same 
house. More uareful supei vision of vessels coming into' 
Port especially those from infected Towns is required. t 

In the latter part of February tfie Deputy Commissioner 
cholera at Maw » reported to me the existence of several 

• cases of Cholera at Palaw, he described 
it as-being of ft mild character. , 

On being requested to forward medicines to tho Myobke 
of the village I at onco did so — together with full instructions^ 
after this no report was received from Palaw foi; neatly 
Weeks, at the ehd of that fipie tho M^oofee reported tho entire " , 
disappearance of the. disease — altogether 2(J deaths took fdtMtb/ 
’Mfaltt of Cholera as shown above was^ % » , 

Ih?de ! tfirt* ' r 4 30 deaths, 
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1 '* 'The*hi6pt&lity of Small Pox was 

in Mergui 1 de&fcX ** ‘' l4 * 

) * Ju Camptah 1 i death, *» 4 ‘ 

15, By far the most prevalent anJ* fatal disease i 

‘sndm>u* verm the *year has been lever,, mo^lfcdf* 

. Remittent type. It does nqt^ipsfe' 
ever appear to have been so prevalent as in the ptwin fee^ ear. 
This year but 80 deaths have 'occurred as against 
year. July and August aie the months in which mc^tfever 
exists. t 

These two diseases appear to have been unusualljf preva- 
Dywnuy onrf Dtorrhooa lent during the year. Dysei -tery more 

csjiccially, there being 83 deaths as 

against 12 last year. * 

16, As these were only commenced in good earnest in 

v wtoau on Febiuary — the number for the year 

must appear smalL The following ta* 
ble shows at once the number ot cases. 


Months 

n3 

1 

1 

> 

9 

J 

P 

[ 

l 

Total 

December 1868 . •. .. .. 

8 

5 

1 


8 

January 1869 . 

February „ % 

5 

4 

■ 


5 

21 

16 

Hi 


21 

March „ 

,89 

61 

HU 

89 

Total 

12§ 

m 

87 

123 


Tho juujtnber of failures is large but this is due in a great 
measure to v the fact that operations had to be started with 
matter supplied from Rangoon — and many failures yrer& the 
result, 

17. T 

a fr ff i fiti M* Ujortowteb^tn. 

1 t * ' th§ 

Itea people en^dly^ times grea Jt, exposure*^ 
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•V*rtL* H & J LU * -- j tfg, <^$tfl*g 

dog - pear 

. yoSdea; buil(K^; 

f a *^P»- ^«rii»g y iny stay 

edition. •.. •_• *-<• ■. ;.:, , v 

k. I .am., only awAre of one slaughter' hd^6^|^n|K 

House ftjjd Gx^yu Yard. town, it fe Situated ||1 'dir 

y * ' " ' ‘reach near -the 

w , ■ y . ■ : ' ; J' : 

k v tV JQfe_ grave yards are situated about' 3* to 4 4 ^bu||i^A ? |^ffflS 
tdwu ^|he Tank Road. They are well kept. I 
ohser^^iything about them that would shook the ey4^ !fel 
most ^Ptive. ' \V if^W» 

The Sanitary condition of the Hospital is 
Btionoi ^wictosti- however urgently requires'' 

* house. At present postmorteba : s 

amina^pns have to be made in .the wards. The^Sanitaryy^^^ 
ditiop p the Gaol is also good and requires no remarks., i ?\ : 

■■'*’• ; ;^P In January, *the Deputy _ Conjpiissfoiwyv#^.^^' 
Commuxji^^io&s with Local Au- municated with on the 
;. i-lto «' filthy state of the 

the. habit ofiUu people of 

In iHUatte? part of February the. Deputy Conhh,L~ 
'j^8..^0E)nKp^iioftted • with on the subject .of the dfo$j=>w$ 

JywiwaSi^""' ’ * *'• 
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MEMORANDUM 

BY THE 

CHIEF COMMISSIONER of B. B. and Agent to tlte GOVK. GENERAL. 

Introduction. 

1. The Report of tho Recorder of Maulmain was re- 
ceived on the 27th May and that of the Recorder of Rangoon 
on the 19th May. As the present Recorder of Rangoon, 
Mr. F. Housman, assumed charge of his Office after the close 
of the year 1868 he has not been able to submit such a 
Report as is usually expected’ by Government, and has, with 
one exception, given no reasons for the increases and decreases 
which appear in the Statistics. The Recorder of Ma ulma i n, 
also, has opaitted to record any explanation of the increase of 
regular cases instituted in his Court; and he has since reported 
that he is unable to assign any cause for this increase. Both 
the Recorders have, since submitting their Reports, furnished 
further information on several points. These letters supple- 
menting the reports are added in Appendices. 

2. By far the most important portion of the work of 
the Recorders is on tho Civil Side. The remarks on the 
work performed on the Criminal Side will, therefore, be made 
first, although it is touched on last in the Recorders Reports, 
so as to leave the ground clear for the observations on the 
Civil Business and for the General Remarks. 

I. Business on the Criminal Side. 

* 

3. Tho Recorders are the Sessions Judges within the 
territorial limits of their jurisdiction, and appeals from the 
Town Magistrates, and in Rangoon from the Cantonment 
Magistrate, lie to them. Tho number of cases which comes 
before them on tho Criminal side of their Courts is very small. 

4. In Rangoon there was only one Sessions trial during 

the year. A native of India was tried 
for murder and convicted, and, on the 
sentence being confirmed by tho Chief Court, of which the 
Chief Commissioner is ex-officio Judge, was hanged. 
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5. There were altogether 1 9 appeals preferred to the 
Recorder; 18 from the Town\Magistrato, and 1 from the same 
officer sitting as Officiating Cantonment Magistrate. The de- 
cision of the lower court was reversed in 3 cases or 15.79 pe 
cent, only ; 512.63 of the appeals were rejected, and in 26.32 
per cent, the decision was confirmed. Thus in 79. per cent, 
of the cases in which the decision of the Magistrate was 
objected to it was upheld. In 1867 there wore 7 Sessions 
cases and 16 appeals. 

6. In Maulmain the Sessions cases increased from 1 

Ma nimam iu 1867 to 7. In these 7 cases 

16 persons wore concerned,, of 
whom 13 were convicted. The. number of appeals from the 
decision of the Magistrate of Maulmain was 17, the same as 
in 1867. In these 17 appeals the decisions appealed against 
were reversed in 23.53 per cent; in 41.18 per cent, confirmed 
or modified, and in 35.29 per cent, rejected. 

7. Although the Courts of the Magistrates of Rangoon 
and Maulmain are subordinate to the Recorders of those 
towns, who, consequently, remark on the appeals from them, 
their Reports are submitted through the Commissioners ot 
Division, who have no other authority over them, and who 
have no jurisdiction as Sessions Judges in the two towns and 
cannot, therefore, even call fol* a Proceeding. This appeal’s 
to the Chief Commissioner to be an anomaly for which there 
is no sufficient reason, and one which might easily be obviated 
by directing the Magistrates to submit their Reports and Re- 
turns to tlio Itceordors and the Recorders to reviow and 
submit them, and, should the (Jovcrnment of India not object 
to this course, for sanction for which a proposition will be submit- 
ted, the nece-savy orders will be issued, so thathcnce forward 
the Magistrates may be under one, and not as hitherto 
under two masters. 


II Civil, 11isim;ss. 

1. Institution cviuJ ID* 

8. The Civil Business of the four Courts — the two 
Recorders and 'the two Small Cause Courts —of the Province 
during the last 3 Calendar years 1S66, 1*67 and 1868 was, 



Recorders Courts. Small Cause Courts. 
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• ^pphcotiom for new Trials and Review of Judgment 
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0. The number of suits instituted in the Court of the 

Baoorder's court Rangoon, Regular Recorder of Rangoon is rapidly in- 
Oum nutitiited. ^ creasing, and this year exceeds the 

number instituted in 1867 by 242 or 68.9 per cent., and the 
number instituted in 1866 and in 1867 takon together by .30, 
or 5.3 per cent. Mr. Idousman has given, in the 10th para- 
graph of his Report, an explanation of this sudden and very 
large increase. He there attributes it to the fact of Aot V 
of 1866 having come into force during the y oar, (on the 1st May 
1868), by virtue of Notification No. 509 of the Government 
of India in the Homo Department, dated 31st March 1868. 
By this Notification the two Recorders in British Burma 
were invested with the powers of a High Court under that 
Act, and the consequence was that the files of the Recorder’s 
Court then became crowded with suits on Bills of Exchange 
and Promissory Notes of the value of Rs. 3 and upwards, 
because by the Act such suits have to be brought in. a High 
Court. Mr. Housman suggests that the remedy for this 
crowding is to consider the Small Cause Court, not as separate 
from, but as a Division of, the Recorder’s Court ; these suits 
would then be put on the Small Cause Division file. 

The effect of this would have been to increase the number 
of suits to be disposed of by one Judge in one Division of his 
Court, by the exact number by which his files in another Divi- 
sion would have been lightened; it would not have diminished 
the labour which the single J udge had to go through, as the 
Procedure is the same in both Courts. Neither could this 
remedy, if remedy it be, be applied when a separate Small 
Cause Court Judge is appointed. The extention of Act V of 

1866 has entailed on the Recorder the decision of 359 more 
cases in 8 months, or about 538 annually. 

10. The increase, in the number of cases instituted in 

1867 over the number instituted in 1866 was attributed by 
the late Recorder Mr. Broughton, partly to the fact of there 
being separate Recorders for Rangoon and Maulmain, and, 
consequently, a Recorder’s Courfr regularly sitting, and partly 
to the increased prosperity of the Town. In the 3rd para- 
graph of letter No. 84-10, dated 19th June 1868 to the Secre- 
tary to the Government of India in the Home Department 
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which forwarded the Reports of the Recorders for 1867, the 
Chief Commissioner attributed jb*he increase principally to the 
latter cause, hut also to the popularity and regular attendance 
in Court of the presiding Judge. The increase in 1868 may 
probably be justly attributed to the same causes. The Town 
continued to increase in prosperity as evidenced by the value 
of the imports and exports which was, 



Imports 

Exports. 

Total. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

18GG-G7 # 

2,196,9G5 

1,888,125 

4,085,390 

18G7-G8 

2,6G8,474 

1,970,897 

4,639,371 

1868-G9 

2,761,022 

2,478,417 

5,239,439 


yet, deducting cases under Act Y of 1866, there was an actual 
falling off of 117 suits instituted, or 33.34 per cent. It is pro- 
bable that many of the cases instituted unde^Act^Y of 1866 
would, had that Act not been extended^ deen instituted 

under Act VIII of 1859 and, consequently, a comparison be- 
tween what may bo called “ ordinary suits ” instituted in 1867 
and in 1868 is fallacious, but to what extent it is impossible 
to say. 

1 1. Taking now the Miscellaneous cases, which are given 

Recoider’a Court; Miscellaneous cases ^ table B. in paragraph 8, it appears 

matrtated. that the number instituted remained 

about the same as in 1867, that is was more than twice 
as many as in 1866. The number disposed of was exact- 
ly the same and the number pending at the close of the 
year was nearly the same as 1867, in other wordsAhe Miscel- 
laneous business was satisfactorily met. 

12. In the Small Cause Court the Regular cases insti- 

Small Cause Court Rangoon; Sega- tuted Continued to diminish, though 

i*r oam instituted. not in so great a ratio as in 1867 

when they fell by 235. The cause of the decrease has not 
been given. It was probably, owing, as was pointed out, 
in remarking on the decrease last year, in paragraph 4 of letter 
No. 84-10 before alluded to, torthe unpopularity of the Court 
in its present form, owing to which long and serious 
delays occur in cases which should bo rapidly disposed of. 
In suits for small amounts, such as are brought in Small 
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' Cause Courts, long delays are felt to be very vexatious, and 
claimants prefer loss or a resort to arbitration to seeking re- 
dress at the hands of the J udge, when such redress cannot 
be obtained till after months of delay. •This opinion is sup- 
ported by the fact that 12 arbitration bonds were filed by 
others than Europeans in this Court under Section 327 of 
Act VIII of 1859. It is not probable 'that the Stamp Act 
(XXV of 1867) had much to do with the decrease. 

13. The number of Miscellaneous cases instituted in 

Small Cause Court Rangoon; MibcoI- the Small Cause Court increased by 
laneooa oases instituted. 74, or 97. per cent. The number of 

these cases has slightly but steadily increased during the last 
3 years. 

14. The number of Regular cases disposed of in the 
Causes chspoaod ofm both Courts m Recorders Court was 495 or 165 

EMe ° en \ more than in 1867, and 292 more than 

in 1866, tnat'ispheir number was— grater in 1868 than in 
1866 by 59. per cent, and than in 1867 by 33. per cent. Of 
these 495 cases 277 were under Act. V of 1866 leaving 218 
’ which may be called ordinary cases. The increase in 
cases instituted was shewn in paragraph 9 to be 242 
or 68.9 per cent. The ratio of increaso in the disposal is 
therefore smaller than that of the incroase in institution. 
Exactly the same number of Miscellaneous cases was disposed 
of in 1868 as in 1867 viz : 397, the number instituted having 
fallen by 3. In the Small Cause Court 151 more regular 
cases were disposed of than in 1867 but 252 less than in 1866, 
that is 7.79 per cent, more and 10.66 per cent less, respec- 
tively ; the number instituted was slightly less in 1868 than 
in 1867. The number of Miscellaneous cases disposed of in 
this Court increased so as very nearly to keep pace with the 
increase in the number instituted ; 33 remaining pending in- 
stead of 23 as in 1867. 

15. In order to judge of the real amount of work done 

it is necessary, as pointed out by Mr. 
0 S^r^^ b ^ 0onrte “ Housinan in the 4th paragraph of his 

Report, to consider together the cases 
instituted and disposed of in each Court, as the same Judge 
presides in both. Taking therefore together the figures givon 
m tables A. and B. in paragraph 8, and excluding from con- 
sideration the contents of table C, the result is: — 
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D. Regular Cam. 


• < 

1866. 

1867. 

• 

1868. 




% 

1. * j 

2. 

* i 

3. 

4. 

Pending 

86 

Ill 

316 

Instituted 

2,392 

2,496 

2,690 

Total... 

2,678 

2,607 

3,006 

Disposed of ... ... # ... 

2,567 

2,291 

2,607 

Pending 

111 

316 

399 

E. Miscellaneous Cases . 




1866. 

1867 

1868. 

i • i 

2 

8 J 

4 

Pending 

i 

7 

43 

41 

Instituted 

899 

1,159 

1,230 

Total... 

906 

1,202 

1,271 

Disposed of 

863 

1,161 

1,217 

Pending 

43 

41 

54 


which shows that 40 more Regular cases were disposed of in 
1868 than in 1866, and 316 more than in 1867 (principally in 
the Recorder’s Court.) It shews also, however, that notwith- 
standing this increase in the number of cases removed from 
the file, 288 more cases were pending at the close of 1868 
than at the close of 1866, ( principally in the Small Cause 
Court), and 83 more than at the close of 1867 (chiefly in the 
Recorder’s Court); whilst, owing to the disposal of 56 more 
Miscellaneous cases than in 1867 and 354 more than in 1866, 
the number pending on that file at the close of the year had 
but slightly increased, notwithstanding that 71 more such 
suits had been instituted than in 1867 and 331 more than in 
1866. 

1 6. All this tends to prove still more conclusively than did 
the Report for 1867 how impossible it is for one Judge to 
cope with the work, and how necessary it is that a Small 
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Cause Court Judge should bq appointed, and it is to be hoped 
that the Secretary of State will sanction such an appointment, 
the application for which, it appears from letter No. 1607 
dated 12th September 1868 from the Secretary to the Go- 
vernment of India . in the Home Department, has been for- 
warded to him. 

1 7. Turning now to the Maulmain Courts we find that 
the number of Regular suits instituted 
iaJte&tS?d. lfo,J “ am,Eegn ' has risen from 129 to 163, that is by 

26.35 per cent., but has not yet reach- 
ed the same figure as in 1866 when it was 173. The Recor- 
der has suggested no reason for this increase, nor is it easy to 
ascertain the real one without that practical daily experience 
which an officer on the spot alone possesses. In 1867 the 
number of cases sank very considerably, and it may be thfrt 
the increase in 1868 was a natural rise from an abnormal de- 
pression. It may be in part due to a largely increased, and it is to 
be hoped steadily reviving, trade. The Imports and Exports to 
and from Maulmain during the last 3 years were valued at, 

Imports Exports Total 

£ £ £ 

1866- 67 . 636,931 649,650 1,2S6,581 

1867- 68 ... 635,2 L7 604,372 1,239,589 

1868- 69 . . 676,068 839 813 1,515,881 

It is also probably due to the numerous failures which took 
place amongst the Native merchants, especially in 1867, the 
creditors having abstained from resorting to Courts which 
they dislike until they found that by no other means could 
they recover their money. 

18. The effect which Act V of 1866 had on litigation 
in Maulmain was very small, for from a return received since the 
Recorder’s Report .was submitted, it appears that the num- 
ber of suits instituted under this Act during the year was 
only 2, the value of which aggregated Rs. 4010-8. 

19. There were 393 Miscellaneous cases and applica- 

Becorder’a court Ksoimamj Kucei- tions for review of Judgment institu- 
lanocuB cue* instituted. ted m the Recorders Court, and the 

number on the file for disposal during the year was 409, 1 6 
having remained pending from 1867. In that year the num- 
ber of these cases instituted was 465, and in 1866 it was 359. 
The decrease from last year was therefore 15.48 per cent. 
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Cases of this kind must continually vary in number without 
any very special causes, generally increasing and decreasing 
with the regular cases'. 

20. In the Snlall Cause Court 1693 Regular cases were 

Small Cause Court Manimam;*Be- instituted against 1429 in 1867 and 
gnioMMMs Hutatoted. 2156 in 1866. Here, as in the Recor- 

der’s Court, the increase has been decided, but not large 
enough to equalize the statistics of 1866 and 1868 and pro- 
bably the increase is due to the same causes in both Courts. 

21. The Miscellaneous cases instituted increased slightly, - 

SimII Cause Court Manlmara; Mia- from 761 ill 1867 to 845, but Were 
oeDanaoua oases instituted. considerably loss than in 1866 when 

they numbered 1175. The increase was, however, large 
plough to more than compensate, as regards the number of 
cases to be disposed of by one J udge, the decrease in Miscel- 
laneous cases instituted in the Recorder’s Court. 

22. The number of Regular cases disposed of by the 
i diaposod of m both Courts in ReCOlder ill his OTO Court WOS 153, 

that is 5 less than in 1867 and 28 loss 
than in 1866. The consequence was that 27 cases were 
pending at the close of the year or 1 0 more than at the close 
of 1867. Altogether theie were 5 more cases to be disposed 
of in 1868 than in 1867, and that this increase was so 
small, notwithstanding tho increase in cases instituted, 
was owing to tho fact of there having been only 1 7 pending 
at the commencement of the year instead of 46 as at the 
commencement of 1867. Of the cases disposed of 2 were the 
Act V of 1866 cases instituted. The decrease in Miscel- 
laneous cases disposed of was marked, they fell to 396 from 
460, but owing to 75 less having been instituted tho number 
pending at the close of the year was only 10. In the Small 
Cause Court the Regular cases disposed of rose to 1671 from 
1457, so as very nearly to keep paco with those instituted, 
the increase in pending cases being 22, the total number 67, 
very nearly as many as in 1866 when it was 73. The 
Miscellaneous cases disposed of in this Court increased to 852 
from 759 or by nearly 100, and exceeded the number institu- 
ted by 7, thus reducing the cases pending at the close of the 
yeaf to 8 from 15 in 1867. 
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23. Treating the cases in the Maulmain Courts in the 

Omw dunned of m both' court, same Spanner as those in the Rangoon 
in Haaimain, combined. Courts (para id), for in both places a 

single Judge presides in both Courts, the ( rosult is: — 

P. Regular Cases . 



18G6. I 1867 | 18G8 

1 | *2 | 3 I 4 


I I 

Pending, ... .. ... ... ... . . ‘21 24 31 

Instituted, ... ... ... ... ... ...^ 1,534 l,226| 1,235 



Total, 1,555 

1,250 

1,2G6 

Disposed of 

1,531 

1,219 

1,248 

Pending, 

24 

31 

18 


The number of Regular cases disposed of increased from 
1613 in 1867 to 1824, that is by 12 . 94 per cent. In 1866 
the number disposed of was 2331. The number of Regular 
cases pending at the end of the year rose from 62 to 94 
having been 119 in 1866. In 1866 and in 1867 more cases 
were disposed of than were' instituted, but in 1868 this was 
not so* In both these years, 1866 and 1867, more cases were 
disposed of in the Recorders Court than were instituted, and 
in 1867 considerably more were disposed of than in 1868, 
when also fewer were disposed of than were instituted. In the 
Small Cause Court on the other hand more cases were, dis- 
posed of in 1868 than were instituted. 
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24. Tho total number of, cases pending in the two 
Courts has not much varied. it was less at the end of this 
year than at the end or 1 866, but more than at th.e end of 
1867, and this in both Courts. The number of pending cases 
seems large when compared with the number usually pend- 
ing in the Commission Courts ; but it is not, the Chief 
Commissioner considers, unduly large. The more complica- 
ted the law administered is, the longer will cases take to de- 
cide and, consequently, the larger will be the number of cases 
pending on the file. In addition to which many of the cases 
are such as necessitate commissions being sent to different 
parts of India. 

25. The whole of these Statistics shew that in Maul- 

main a single Judge is at present able to cope with the work 
he is called on to perform, whereas in Rangoon, as has been 
recognized by the Government of India, this is not so, and, 
therefore, no comparison need be drawn between the work to 
be performed in these two towns. * 


U. Value ol Hiut-J instituted. 

26. Return No. 4 of the Civil Justice returns gives, 
as regards monetary details, information concerning the value 
Of the suits instituted, of the stamps filed, and of the costs in 
cases decided. But these three have no necessary connec- 
tion with each other. Tho Stamps filed are not only those filed 
in the cases instituted during the year, but also those filed 
during the year in cases which were pending at the close of 
last year. This information it is, therefore, which shews the 
Revenue derived from the Courts. It is no doubt very 
valuable from a fiscal point of view, but it does not shew 
how the Stamp Act affected tie litigation during the year. 
Similarly the return regarding costs shews all costs in cases 
decided during the year, but as there is nothing to shew how 
much of these costs were for stamps it is impossible to ascer- 
tain from the Returns what was the exact amount paid di- 
rectly to Government by the Suitor in order to obtain Justice. 
This will be remedied next year, as two additional columns 
will be added to the Return, in which information on these 
points will bo given. Supplementary Returns have been 
called for and received from the two Recorders which shew 
the value of the cases decided during the year, and the value 
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of the Stamps filed in such cases whether filed during the year or 
not. This information will bt\ considered when the costs are 
treated of. 

The value of the Suits instituted was as follows: — 

* 

H. Value of Suits instituted . 


4 * 

Courts. 


18(j(j 


-" ■ f" 

1867 


1868 


! l 

i.i i i n — ■ 


1 


Recorder’s Court, Rangoon 
Do. ' Do. Maulniain 
Small Cause Court Rangoon 
Do. Do. Maulniain 


2 

3 

4 

8,48,077 

3 

8 

13,66,838 

1 

11 

7,29,829 

13 

10 

4,09,377 

12 

10 

5,08,972 

11 

0 

4,88,872 

7 

0 

1,86,2.58 

3 

9 

1,81,625 

.> 

llj 

1,65,23 

14 

0 

1,68,661 

1 

0 

1,00,408 

4 

0J 

1,12,014 

12 

0 


* 27. The value of the Suits instituted in tlie Court of the 

Recorder of Rangoon fell considerably, 
Bftngoon ' ♦ by 38.28 per cent., and was lower than 

it was in 1866, and this notwithstanding that tlie number was 
more than double that of 1866 and 242 more than that of 
last year. In the Small Cause Court also the value decreas- 
ed from Rs. 1,81,62.3-5-11 to Rs. 1,65,239-1 4-0 or by Rs. 
16,385-7-11, the number being loss by 42 only; reducing the 
average value from Rs. 84-8 to Rs. 79. 


28. The decrease in the value of the Suits instituted in 
this Court is not explained in the Report. From a return since 
obtained from the Recorder it appears that out of the 593 cases 
instituted in his Court 359 were under Act V of 1866, and 
that the value of these was Rs. 1,76,681-2-9. Deducting 
these from the whole number we have 234 cases of the value 
of Rs. 5,52,148-11-1 giving an average of Rs. 2,359; against 
351 cases in 1867 of the value of Rs. 13,66,838 giving an 
average of Rs. 3,894; and against 212 cases in 1866 of the 
value of Ra. 8,48,077, giving an average value of Rs. 4,000. 
The average value of cases hns therefore steadily decreased, 
for the average value of the eases instituted under Act V of 
1866 was only Rs. 492. 
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Maulmain Recorder's Coyrfc. 


29. In the Small Cause Court the value of the suits 

„ _ _ « instituted fell from Rs. 1)81,625-5 10 

Small Omm Court Rangoon. ^ 339^4 or by Rg. *16,385-7. 

This is partly accounted for by the decrease in the number. The 
average values during the last 3 years were, in 1866 Rs. 78, 
in 1867 Rs. 84, and in 1868 Rs. 78 nearly. 

30 In the Recorder’s Court in Maulmain the value of 
the suits instituted fell from Rs. 
5,08,972- 1 1-0, toRs. 4,88,872-2-0 or by 
Rs. 20,100-9-0 or 13.95 per cent.although the number increased 
from 129 to 163. Two cases were under Act. V of 1866 and 
their value was Rs. 4,010-8-0, deducting these from the figures 
given in the Returns we have 161 as the ordinary 'Regular 
cases instituted, aud Rs. 4,84,861-10-0 as their Tgdue,this gives 
an average of Rs. 3,012 each; the average in 1867 was Rs. 
3,946, and in 1866 Rs. 2,366. It is probable that the average 
in 1867 was unusually high from several very heavy suits be- 
ing brought during that yasar owing to the failures amongst 
the merchants ; certainly there was one such of very large 
amount. 


31. In the Small Cause Court in Maulmain the value 

^ of the suits instituted rose from Rs. 
1,00,408-4-0 toR-s. ] , 1 2,0 1 4-2-0,that is 
by Rs. 1 1,605-1 4-0 or 11 . 56 per cent., the munber increasing from 
1,457 to 1,671, that is by 214. The average value during 
the last 3 years was, in 1866 Rs. 78, in 1867 Rs. 69, and in 
1868 Rs. 66 . 

32. A comparison of the average values of suits insti- 
Conrwieoa botw.sn Bugoooui tuted in the two Recorders Clourts, 

Mauimum courts. of Rangoon and Maulmain, during the 

last 3 years, which are given in the margin, shews that whilst in 

the former it has steadily and rapidly 
decreased, (and if Act V cases were 
excluded the decrease would appear 
much greater), in Maulmain it rose 
suddenly, and probably abnormally, in 
1867 and last year fell again; still, however, re maining 
greater than in Rangoon. 


Reoordera Court. 
Rangoon Maulmain. 

ii ii 



1 


Small Cause Court. 

Rangoon Maubnam. 


186i 

186' 

186f 


78 


78 


33. In tlie Small 

the average value of suits instituted 
is about the same, but is decreasing 
in Maulmain whilst remaining about 
* stationary in Rangoon. It is probable 
'that the rise in the latter court in 1867 was owing to failures 
amongst the«<Native Merchants in that year which resulted in 
cases of, certainly small but, compared with the previous and the 
succeeding years, of a higher value than usual* 


• i. Dm ltion ol 


34. The two following tables give the average duration 
of cases in the four Courts, and the longest time any case has 
been pefkhng in each. 

I. A 'OQi'tije le,tytk of time cases fat ve bee n pe nd i i icf 

Regular J Miscellaneous. 


0 O V R T S 

18Gg| 18G7 

|l868'186G,18G7 

! 1 

|l8G3 

* 


a q 

\ 1 

i"*® 

Q ( 

1 * 

jo a o' a 

Q 

l 

2l 3, 

1 1 

I 4l 5 

1 * 

el 7| 8 

! 9 

I 10 

j 11 

12 

13 

Recorder’s Court, Rangoon 

28; 

I..J 28 

: 1 ! 

j 1 

7 


17 

’"l 

25 

. . J 

lie 

Maulmain ... 

... |..J28 

2 J..J 

^ 1 

8 


18 

1 

11 


12 

Small Cause Court, Rangoon 

I- 1 !* 

-M 

1 

52 


11 


11 

; 

13 

» „ Maulmain... 

I'M 

I2 l-i 15 


n| 


5 , 


! 4 

. . . 

4 

“ * 

1 ’ ' 

* 


1 

__ 


1 

1 

. 
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Longest time a cote lifts been pending. 

* I Regular. 


COURTS. 


1 


|l86fc 


1867 


|q 


N 


1868 


Miscellaeous, 


1866 1867 1868 


N p & 


M 5 


el 7! 


Recorder’s Court, Rangoon 

„ „ Maulmain ... 

Small Cau^e Court, Rangoon 
„ „ Maulmain... 


» I • i , | 

• I 9,12 111. .3012|. 

| , * I 1 

15|l5 ... .,.38'il 1 . 




h" 

I 12 


16 


U 


. I 2, 
j 13,10 


9 ( 10 


8 0. 


13 


12 

23 

7 

21 


35. The average duration of the* cases in the Court of 
of the Recorder of Rangoon has in- 
Rangoon ourts, eguiar Stats. creased by 32. 14 per cent.; and in the 

Small Cause Court has increased by a month — that is, as the 
average duration in 1867 was 25 days, has more than doubled 
— and is more than 3^ times as great as in 1866. In his 
Report the Recorder has suggested no reason for this, but 
in a supplementary explanation called for after the receipt 
and examination of his Report, Mr. Housman states that 
the probable cause is owing to the increase of the number 
of cases on the files, for “assuming that only a cer-” 
“ tain number of suits can bo heard in a given time, it fob ” 
“ lows that the greater the number pending, the longer must 99 
“ be tlio average time during which they pend,” and this is, 
in the Chief Commissioners opinion, undoubtedly the true 
reason ; and the conclusion to be drawn from a comparison of 
the Statistics on this point during the la.st 3 years would be, 
that in 1H<36 as many cases were disposed of as possible, and 
the average duration thus kept down to 28 days, the same in 
1867, but that when the cases increased, as they did in 1868, 
the average duration increased, because it was impossible to 
keep pace with the Increase in the number of institutions. - 

36. Tii his Returns the Recorder ^has given, as the 
longest period during which a case has 
been pending on the files of his Court, 
12 days. The Returns for 1867 gave 11 


.Cates longest pending, Rangoon 
Courts 

30 months and 
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months. Thore is evidently some error, as if a case has been 
pending for 30 months and 12 days at the end of 1868, it 
must have been pending for Id months and 12 days at the 
end of 1867, and not for ^11 months. The Recorder has since 
explained ( Appendix A ) that this has* arisen from the fact 
that in the Returns for 1867 the figures purporting to give 
the time during which the case longest pending had been 
on the file, related only to cases pending during the year, 
a manifest enor. 

37. The average duration of suits has decreased in 
Maul main,' in the Recorder’s Court 
Mralmain Courts, Regular Suita from 2 months in 1867 to 1 month 

* and 8 days* or by 36. per cent., and in 

the Small Cause Court from 15 to 1 1 days, or by 26. 67 per 
cent. The Recorder, in the 1 3th paragraph of his Report, 
draws attention to the fact that these figures do not repre- 
sent the ordinary duration of suits in either Court. In his 
own Court 24, and in the Small Cause Court 80, cases were 
of exceptionally long duration. Apparently some of these 
suits in the Recorder’s Court were “ Mhinloongyee” cases, 
the circumstances connected with which have been so much 
before Government lately that it is only necessary to allude 
to them. The Recorder, however, does not specify how many 
of the cases were of this class, nor, generally, the cause of the 
80 suits in the Small Cause Court having been so long on 
the file, though, in remarking on the longest period during 
which a case remained pending, he suggests 'the cause of the 
long delay in some of them. There is, however, a want of 
particularity in this portion of the Report which renders it 
extremely difficult to come to any conclusion as to the cause 
of the delay. The Recorder deducts these 24 and 80 cases 
from the rest on the files of the two Courts respectively, and 
from the remainder calculates that 1 8 days in his own, and 9 
davs in the Small Cause Court, are the periods which ordin- 
arily elapse between the institution and the decision of a 
suit. The figures from which these results are obtained are 
not quoted, nor is any statement of the average duration of 
these 24 and 80 cases given. It is manifest, however, that 
these 24 cases in the Recorder’s Court must have had an 
average duration of 145.50 days, and the 80 cfeses in the 
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Small Cause Court an average duration of 50.77 days. Be- 
yond a general statement in paragraph 16 that the long delay 
shewn by these figures was wholly beyond the controul of 
the Court, and an inference that it was owing to Natives of 
India being concerned, and consequently to processes having 
to be sont to distant parts of the continent, and to careless- 
ness on the part of the parties in taking proper steps to see 
that tho processes were pi’operly servea, no explanation is 
given ; the principal causes are not distinctly stated, and it is 
left to be inferred that only the two quoted above were of 
much importance : it would»have been clearer if this had been 
distinctly stated, aR now it is doubtful if this is the correct 
interpretation of this portion of the Recorder’s Report. 

38. In Miscellaneous cases the average duration has 

Miscellaneous casts. remained much the same. 

39. One regular suit has been pending in the Recorder’s 
Cases longest pending, Hauimam Court for 38 months and 11 days or 

0oilItoi for more than 3 years. This was one 

of that set of cases, relating to the Timber cut in the .Mhin- 
loongyee Forests, which have so long blocked the Recorder’s 
file, but which, he reports, will now be speedily cleared off owing 
to a decision on appeal lately given by the High Court at 
Fort William. 

40. The longest period during which a case was pend- 
ing in the Small Cause Court was 5 months and 7 days, and 
this was owing to a process having to be sent twice to Coconada 
on the Madras Coast, as the Judge did not consider, the ser- 
vice the first time to be good. 

41. Tho length of time during which the longest case 
on the file has been been pending depends on so many circum- 
stances that a comparison between the Statistics, on this point, 
of the two Recorders, and of the two Small Cause Courts 
would be of little value unless it could be shown that in both 
cases tho causes were under the controul of the Courts. Nor 
would a comparison between the average duration of cases in the 
Courts in Rangoon and Maulmain be of any advantage, when 
such average duration is greatly affected, as is the case in the 

S resent instance, by the immense mass of work thrown on one 
udge and by cases of an exceptionally long duration from 
their peculiar circumstances being, and indeed remaining at 
the close of the *y ear, on the file of the other. 
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* 42. As before iemarko(£ the value of the suits disposed 

of and $ie value of the stamps filed in such cases are not 

f iven in the Returns, though the costs other than stamps are. 

'he Recorder of Maulmain has, in his fix-st and second para- 
graphs, given the value of the cases disposed of, and fi*om this 
and from information subsequently obtained, the following table 
has been compiled. To have collected this infoi*mation for 
the years I860 and 18G7 or for the year 1667 only would 
lxave delayed too long the submission to Government of these 
Reports, already over due. No comp&risou can, therefore, be 
made so as to ascertain whether the total expense of obtain- 
ing decrees and execution of them has increased or de- 
creased. * 


L Vatu* tiutt>> dt spt»* d of and 


Courts. 


1 


A dine of 
cases 
decided 


2 


Value of 
Stamps 


3 


Coats 


Percentage 



Recorder’s | j 

Ct H an goon r 5 1 0,04 7 *10| 
Recorder’s 1 | 

Ct.jVIaulinaini 460, 171 1 1 
Small Cause j i 

Court Ran- 


I I ‘ f 

1 I'll 

7,437,34 4, 0 27,871 I 3 2 71,fQ5 ' 7 1 
I I 
0 30,729 ,10 


Oj 1,8855 j 2, 011,874 8 


goon 
Small Cause 1 
Court Maul 1 
main 


(165,748 5 11 17,054 r> ) ll* 6,818 ( 0|3i4,472 0 


109,451 11 011,67 $ 10 0 0,530 12 0 18,20 4 6 


2 1 8 57| 5 46 

I 

0 4.191 2 63 


14 03 
6 82 


O 10 65 ( 4 12 ji4 76 
0 10 67 5 96 U6 63 


43. It is somewhat remarkable that the cost of Stamps 
in Rangoon is double that in Maulmain in the Recorder’s 
Court, whilst in the Small Cause Court it is very much the 
same. Again in the costs other than Stamps, the amount 
charged m the Recorder's Court in Rangoon is double that 
charged in Maulmain, whereas in the Small Cause Court the 
amount under this head is larger in proportion in Maulmain 
than in Rangoon. 
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The probable explanation of. this vast difference' in tho 
costs in Stamps in the two Recorders’ Courts, is that in the 
Rangoon Court a large number of suits were decided under 
Act V of 1866. These suits numbered 277, their value was 
Rs. 1,30,981, omitting annas and pie, or about Rs. 473 each, 
that is, they were of small value. It will be observed that 
in suits of stnaU valuo the costs in Stamps are much larger 
comparatively, as exemplified by the figures for both Small 
Cause Courts. More than half the suits decided in the 
Court of the Recorder of Rangoon were cases under Act Y of 
1866 and to this may bo attributed the fact that the percent- 
age of the value of Stamps in that Court nearly equalled the 
percentage in the Small Cause Court, and nearly doubled the 
percentage in the Court of the Recorder of Maulmain, where 
two only of such cases were decided. 

44. The difference in costs other than Stamps is also 
remarkable. In the Court of the Recorder of Rangoon it 
was more than double the amount in the Court of the Re- 
corder of Maulmain ; whilst in the Small Cause Court such 
costs were slightly larger in Maulmain than in Rangoon. 
The Reoorders will be requested to keep disiinct,in next year’s 
Returns the figures for Act V of J 866 cases, and general in- 
structions for the preparation of their Reports, explaining 
exactly what Government desires to know, will be prepared 
for their guidance, and the Chief Commissioner will then bo 
able to forward a complete set of valuable and detailed sta- 
tistics, the pieparation of which will, he trusts, ‘cause little 
or no inconvenience to the Recorders, whilst they will enable 
the Government of India to draw sound conclusions. 

45. This portion of the Review, in which the total costs 

to suitors of having their cases decided 
8Ump is treated of, is, perhaps, the fittest 

place in which to remark on the Stamp Act. 

The Recorder of Rangoon has written nothing on this 
subject, and the Chief Commissioner, therefore, believes that 
Mr. 1 1 ousinan has, at present, no objection to urge against 
the revised Act. From a Return which he has submitted 
(Appendix A.) it appears that in 18 cases arbitration bonds 
were filed. This alone cannot be accepted as proof that the 
A et presses too hardly. Tho Recorder of Maulmain lias,* in 
his 20th paragiaph) reiterated tho opinion which ho expres- 
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aed last year in his Report for 1867, that the heavy institu- 
tion fee has kept many cases out of Court, and thus deprived 
Government of a large amount of Stamp Revenue. It ap- 
pears to the Chief Commissioner that no sudvconclusion can 
legitimately be founded on the fact that in Me cases of 4 arg » 
nmmnt arbitration bonds were filed. Where the institution 
fee is high there are two classes of cases which will be kept 
out of the Courts, and, in the Chief Commissioner’s opinion, 
with advantage: those in which the Plaintiff has, and knows that 
he has, a bad or extremely doubtful title, and those in which 
there is little inclination to dispute. In such cases as these the 
claims will, naturally, be submitted to those \V\ho will charge the 
parties comparatively little, more especially when, as is the case 
under Act VIII of 18 39, to the arbitrators award can be given, 
by a cheap and speedy process, all the force and power of a 
formal legal judgment after hearing. In not bringing such 
cases into Court but in submitting them to less skilled arbi- 
trators than those provided by Government, for the true 
position of a Judge is that of a paid and skilled arbitrator, 
the parties are not depriving themselves of any real advan- 
tage, and a theory which, merely to raise the Stamp Reven- 
ues a little, would lower the Stamp duties in order practi- 
cally to encourage any one to rush into Court in cases 
which are much fitter subjects for amicable arbitration, 
could not be supported by any sound arguments. These 
are not the cases which require all the scientific know- 
ledge which a trained Judge can bring to bear. Simple cases 
can easily and advantageously be settled by laymen, and to 
facilitate such settlement must have been the object which 
the legislature had in view in sanctioning Chapter VI of the 
Civil Procedure Code. It is in intricate cases, depending for 
their right decision on the careful weighing of conflicting 
evidence and on the correct application of principles of law, 
that a more extensive and far more expensive machinery 
must be set in motion, and suitors must expect to pay in 
proportion. Nor can the Chief Commissioner consider that 
the rates, as shewn in table L. are too high, they are considera- 
bly less than are paid in the County Courts in .England, 
and the Schedule by which the amount of the institution fee 
is regulated is fairer in every way than the one’ which prece- 
ded it. By the Statistics of the Reports of tho Courts the 
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Chief Commissioner, is confirmed in the opinion which he 
had already formed that the new Schedule does not press too 
hardly on suitors, and it is undoubtedly fairer than its pre- 
decessor, which, 6n account ofthe large jumps it took, was 
exceedingly inequitable. 


Heoeiptcr and Expenditure. 


46. The amount realized in the two Courts in Rangoon was 

- Rs. 74,614, of which Rs. 69,323-6-0 

80011 * ipt0, was in Staipps. This is in excess of 
the amount received in Stamps in 1867 by Rs. 4,110-12-0, 
and is partly due to the greater number of cases instituted 
during the year, and partly to the new Schedule of the Stamp 
Act having been in force throughout the year. The amount 
paid into the Court as Tullabana has also increased, but very 
slightly, from Rs. 5 , £24-2-0 to Rs. 5,290-10-0. 

47. The expenditure as given by the Recorder (Ap- 

pendix A ) does not* agree with that 
Exp “ drtB **‘ given by the Accountant General (Ap- 


J cndix C.), and the figures of the latter have been accepted. 

t is a curious fact that the figures given by the Accountant 
General hardly ever, it may without exaggeration be said 
never, agree with those furnished by the receiving and dis- 
bursing officers even when these figures relate to the amount 
of salary drawn. The following table has been prepared 
from the Receipts as shewn by the Recorder and the Disburse- 
ments as shewn by the Accountant General. 

M. Receipts and Disbursements, Rangoon Courts. 







XXIV 


An increased Establishment for both Courts in Rangoon 
was sanctioned by Financial Resolution No. 2672 dated 1 8th 
May 1668, involving an increased monthly expenditure 
of Ks. 404. The reason of th«is*Recorder»s salary appearing so 
small is that the portion of the salary for December 1867 
(drawn in January 1868), was paid to Mr. Broughton in 
advance in December 1867, during which month he obtained 
leave of absence, and having resigned his appointment in No- 
vember 1868, no pay was drawn in December 1868. The 
charge for travelling allowance, Its. 96, was on account of pas- 
sage money to the Recorder on his joining his appointment. 
Owing to fortuitous circumstances the expenditure in the 
Rangoon Courts in 1868 was less than in 1867, and that not- 
withstanding that an increased Establishment was sanctioned 
during the year. „ 

The recommendations which were made to Government 
regarding the Establishment of a Small Causo Court would, 
if sanctioned, involve an additional annual expenditure of 
Rs. 13,644. Even if the receipts did not increase, and they 
undoubtedly will increase as more suits are instituted, this 
increased expenditure could well be met. 


48. The expenditure on account of the two Courts in 
_ . _ . Mauhnain is given by the Recorder in 

the 19th paragraph oi his Report as 
Rs. 35,834-90. This differs from the amount as reported by the 
Account General which is Rs. 34,340-12-9 (appendix D), Ac- 
cepting the Accountant Generals figures, the following table 
will give the receipts and expenditure. 


N. jRtceqits and Expenditiu (, Aft nd main Courts . 


Amount iealiz-| Salary of Re- 
ed by Stamps. — cordcr 20,000 

Recorded Eatablish- 

Court . 23,138 4 0 ment 12,239 11 3 

Small Causo Contmgc neied 901 1 (> 

Court 13,282 14 0 36,421 2 0 BailifFs Esta- 

Tullubana 3,748 2 Oblibhmunt 1,200 0 0 2 

Fines I 553 1, 0 


1,200 0 0 34,340 18 0 


Balance 


1 10.722 1 “i 0 


6,381 8 3 
40,722 ft 0 
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49. The receipts in 1867 amounted to Rs. 35,768-0-9 ; 

. there has therefore been an increase 

* 80 7 t *- of about Rs. 5,000. The Tullabana 

receipts have very sljghtly increased, the fines have’fallen by 
Rs. 700, ahd the value of stamps filed has increased by 
Rs. 5,600. In the regular suits instituted in the Recorder's 
Court the Stamp fees increased by Rs. 4600, and in the 
similar cases in the Small Cause Court by Rs. 2,285 ; or by 
Rs. 6,885 in all: it is evident therefore that they must have 
decreased in the Miscellaneous cases. « The expenditure has 
increased by about Rs. 3,i?00,and not by Rs. 1,600 as would 
appear from Mr. Coryton’s 19 th paragraph. This is owing 
to his calculations of expenditure differing from those fur- 
nished by the Accountant General. In both years 1867 and 
1868 the Recorder shews a larger expenditure than the 
Accountant General .floes. The Balance of receipts over 
expenditure in 1867, according to the Accountant General, 
was Rs. 3,416-0-8, this year Rs. 6,381 ; it has therefore nearly 
doubled. 

From the foregoing tables it will be seen that although 
the value of the Stamps filed in the Court of the Recorder of 
Maulmain has increased, it is little more than half the value 
of the Stamps filed in the same Court in Rangoon, whilst the 
costs in the latter were only Rs. 600 or thereabouts more than 
those in of the former. 

50. The Budget Grant for the Courts was Rs. 68,804 

Expenditure compared with Butt- for the year 1868-69, the actual ex- 
got Grant penditure during that year, which — it 

must be remembered, does not include the first 3 months on 
which this Report specially touches, and which does include 
3 months of 1860, — amounted to Rs. 68,560. There was 
thus the small saving of Rs. 244. 


III. General Remarks. 

51. A large portion of the Report of the Recorder of 

^ , .. Rangoon consists of remarks on the 

Report of Reco or aagoon^ j aw f n f orce an( j he records his opin- 
ion on several other matters without allusion to which this 
Review would not be complete. The points which seem to 
require special notice are those regarding (a) Act I of 1865; 
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(b) the codification of tlfc law applicable to British Burma- f 

(c) the appointment of a second Judge for the Recorder's 
Court ; (a) the appointment ''by the Recorder of Ministerial 
Officers ; '(e) the necessity for revised Rules arid Forms. 

52. (a.) The Recorder so reads Act I of 1865 that as 

Aou in force hy it “ the Governor General was 

0 “ ”** . “ empowered to extend to any non 

“ regulation Province any act previously in force in British 

“ India, the obvious implication is that none of such acts 

“ passed previously are now in force unless extended to this 
“ Province either under the authority of that Act or by 
. “ express legislative enactment.” In the Chief Commissioners 
opinion this is not the meaning of the Act : it was not in- 
tended to confine to a legislative enactment or to a Notifica- 
tion by the Governor General the extension of all Acts whe- 
ther passed before or passed after it be^rie law but to legalize 
.the extension, by an order of the Executive Government, of an 
Act or of a portion of an Act, in force, when it was pas sed, in 
some portion only of British India, to any other portion to 
which its provisions are applicable, without the necessity of a 
Special legislative enactment,. It was not intended to mean that 
an act of general application throughout all India must be 
specially extended to each non regulation Province. The 
Chief Commissioner considers that every Act passed, at any 
rate since the annexation of the Province, the extent of 
which is not expressly restricted, is in force in British Burma, 
and he is aware, from letter No. 15 dated 4th January 1869 
from the Home Secretary, that, this is the opinion of the Go- 
vernment of India. The Recorder raises the question of Crown 
and Settled Colonies : if the rule of constitutional law on 
this point holds good, as regards the Acts of the Legisla- 
.tive Council, for Provinces annexed to the Indian Empire, it 
would only prove that laws in force prior to the annexation 
did not imn^ediately on annexation become the law of this 
Province, bqt it could hardly affect laws passed since 
'(as Act III of 1857 for instance)for the whole of that is not • 
specially .restricted, to some, other portion of, British India. - 

53. (b.) In the 20th paragraph of his Report the Record- 
er, having given his views as to the ex- 
****** Uwa “ treme difficulty of ascertaining what 
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laws are in force and what are not, Suggests the advisability 
of a Code of Laws for British Burma, framed on the model 
of the three existing Codes. Td collect into a Code the laws in 
force in Burma only and not in force elsewhere, and to leave 
uncodified the remaining laws which are in force in this Pro- 
vince as well as elsewhere would be, it appears to the Chief 
Commissioner, a barren labour or a political mistake. Codes 
of that law which is, comparatively speaking, unchanging, or 
Codes in a country where the law has reached that advanced 
stage that it follows the individual as far almost as is possi- 
ble into the complicated relations of highly civilized life, are 
doiiljtless of great advantage in simplifying the expression of, 
aha rendering easier both the knowledge and the application 
of, the law. It is different in a country not ready for the 
highly scientific and detailed laws of civilized countries. 
^Sfore the laws require great and frequent alteration, new 
enactments are necessary every day, sometimes to supplement 
those already in existence, sometimes in lieu *bf those which 
have become useless from being fitted to a stage in the grade 
of civilization lower than that reached by the people. Any 
Code of substantive law framed for such a country would re- 

3 uire constant and rapid change or become obsolete and a 
ead weight on its progress, and the compilation of such a 
Code now would, therefore, be a barren labour. On the 
other hand to stereotype into a Code for British" Burma all 
the law applicable, whether in force elsewhere or not, would. 
Si the Chief Commissioner’s opinion, be a political mistake. 
Such a course, generally adopted, would tend to break up the 
Empire instead of to consolidate it. And again as on the one 
hand it would be highly inconvenient ana even dangerpus 
suddenly to introduce into the whole cduntry tbSt compara- 
tively yet but slightly complicated law which is required for 
the more civilized portions, the sea-port towns and for these 
only, po it would, on the other, be an impossibility to reduce 
the sea-port towns to a level with the interior of the Pro- 
vince. No single Code could, therefore, be applicable through- 
out British Burma and to carry out Mr. Housman’s idea two 
Codes would be necessary, each of which would require 
tinual and almost daily alteration. 



XXVUI 


54. ( c.) In his 23hi paragraph the Recorder^ alludes 

Appointtsoit of»" 8 «cou 4 Judga for to the n«essity for the appointment 

tiwBwrier’g o#att. ofa se&ond Judge for the Recorder s 

Court in 'Rangoon, as well as the appointment of a Small 
Cause Court J udge, and declares his opinion, formed after four 
months experience, that if a second Judge was appointed 
there would be sufficient work to occupy the timfe of both 
Judges. A close examination of the Statistics of the work 
done by Mr. Broughton last year, shows that, as far as it can be 
seen hitherto, it is premature to urge the appointment of a 
second Judge for the Court of the ‘Recorder of Rangoon. 

In 1868 one Judge, Mr. Broughton, disposed of 3607 
Regular aud 1217 Miscellaneous cases, or 3824 in all ; that is 
actually 15 more cases than were on the files- altogether in 
1867 (3809), and 240 'more than were on the files in 1^66 
(3584). It may be urged that the Recorder disposed of so 
many more cases in 1868 than he did in 1867 and in 1866 
partly because they were many of them cases under Act V 
of 1866 and partly because many were Miscellaneous cases. 
The number of the latter in the Small Cause Court, 
exceeded those in 1867 by 93 but was less by 70 than 
in 1866. The number of cases disposed of under Act 
V of 1866 was 277. Putting on one side the Miscellaneous 
cases, and deducting from the Regular cases disposed of 
those under Act V of 1866, the number in 1868 was 
2330, that is 39 more than m 1867 and 237 less than 
in 1866, and less by only 167 than were on the file 
altogether in 1867. It is true that there were no less 
than 433 cases pending at the close of the year, but of 
these 26.8 .were on the Small Cause Court file, and of the 
165 on ‘the Recorder’s Court file 82 were Act V of 1866 
cases. Had there existed a Smalt Cause Court Judge, and 
Mr. Housman suggests a second J udge in his Court as well 
as a Small Cause. Court Judge, the Recorder would have 
been relieved of Ihe trial of no less than 2932 cases (of which 
2112 were regular) that is, of the number of cases disposed 
of jn the Small Cause Court during the year. It apppeairs 
from paragraph 23 .that three days iii the week are devoted 
by the Recorder to Small Cause Court work ; when there- 
fore a J udge is Appointed to this Court tho time at the. Re* 
corder’s disposal for the performance of the work in hijs own 
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Court will be nearlyy if not quite, double. Had Ibis been the 
case in -1868, the RecordeiflfcH^d Surely have; been able to get 
through ( allowing $ ©ore caj|es iteder , Act. V of . 186$ for 
the 4 months during which the Act was hot in force) 28.8-i 
per cent, more suits, both Regular and Miscellaneous, and so 
have completely clearedhis file. The work will undoubtedly in- 
crease as Soon as a Small Cause Court Judge, is, appointed : 
the Recorder having more time at hisdispbsal, more suits 
will be instituted by those who.,now prefer loss or arbitration 
to the long delays which. opcUr; as Rangoon increaaesjp. prg&. 
perity more causes of action must arise ; and in i 2 months 
more cases will' be instituted under Act V of 1866 than in 
the 8 during which it was in force: hut that it will increase 
so rapidly as to necessitate the early appointment of a second 
Judge there are no satisfactory grounds to shew, and the ap- 
pointment of a second Judge to dispose of 28.81 per cent more 
pases at the time when the Recorder is relieved from other work 
for 3 days in the week certainly could not be recommended 
to Government. 

55. The appoint ment of .a second Judge ipay, however, 
be looked at from a different point of view. The Revenue of 
the Province is rapidly rising, the administrative details ne- 
cessary for its Government are being daily multiplied, and it 
may soon be necqpsary to devise some scheme by which the 
Commissioners of Divisions can be relieved of much 6f 
their judicial work, so that they may devote their time to 
their Executive duties as Revenue Commissioners.' It ; has 
been found necessary gradually to relieve them of Police 
work — of Prison worn;— of Education — and lastly of the de- 
tails of Sanitary reform ; relief from their judicial 'work must 
soon be afforded them Unless they are to become Judges alto- 
gether. This may, perhaps, be most conveniently effected by 
giving a second Judge to the Recorder's 1 Court, arid constitut- 
ing it a High or a Chief Court ; whether this would be - advis- 
able, or even feasible, need not now be considered; 

’ ‘ t r *• 

56. (d.) In paragraph 25 the Recorder, alluding,^ 
‘Appointment #f Ministerial Offl- > Section 15 of the Recorder 8, Act, 

*“*• states that the power therein, given to 

hum to appoint clerks and other ministerial officers is illusory, 
as he, cannot “appoint or s s oato salaries, at least not without 
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“ more difficulty than most .men would care to encounter/’ 
There is no doubt that the Reporter cannot, under any cir- 
cumstances, “ appoint orftereaje salaries,” so as to entail in- 
creased expenditure on Government, .■ This is a power 
which the Local Government does not possess, nor, as long 
as the Revenues of the Empire are administered on the pre- 
sent system, is jt, in the Chief Commissioner’s opinion, advis- 
able that any subordinate authority should possess this power. 
This Section was not intended to give the Recorder power to 
dftcreats and appoint salaries,” but to appoint individuals to, 
and dismiss them from, already existing offices, and as he can 
do this at any moment, the Chief Commissioner canno t concur 
with the Recorder, that the power given to him by Section 
15 is illusory. 

57. (e) The Recorder considers that forms and 

Fonu and boIm Rules i for his Court are urgently re- 

quired; on the appointment of a Small 

Cause Court Judge he will have time to go over the elaborate 
Rules and Forms prepared last year by his predecessor, Mr. 
Broughton, but which were not finally revised and sanc- 
tioned. 

58. In paragraph 20 of his Report the Recorder of 
Report of tho Bounder of Mail- Maulmain remarks, as he did in para 

stamp Aot 23 (d.) of his Report for 1867, on the 

heavy duty imposed on Plaints by the new Stamp 
Act (XXVI of 1867), and in support of his opinion that it has 
led to the extensive practice of filing arbitration bonds states 
that such bonds were filed in 14 cases, the aggregate value 
of which was Rs. 1,64,603-6-0, the value of tne Stamps on 
which, had the suits been regularly brought would have been 
Rs. 6,578, which were thus lost to Government. But 
to form such a deduction merely from the fact of these bonds 
having been filed since the Act was passed is to argue on an 
undue assumption. The Recorder ignores that which was 
noticed by the Chief Commissioner last year, that the tech- 
nicalitiee of law and procedure in the Court are strongly 
objected to, especially by Natives of India and Burma, 
who, unlike Englishmen, are totally unaccustomed to the 
nice distinctions and forms of English practice. Even ^ere * 
the Recorder right, it would be no. argument for decreasing 
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the amount of the institution. . fee jinless it could also be 
shewn that litigants or intending litigants are prejudiced by 
its largeness, more especially when it is borne in mind that a 
reduction, to be any > of practical effect, must beat least large 
enough to out balance the small gain of Rs. 6,078 which 
would have resulted from these suit being brought into Court 
ab initio. The question of the largeness of the fee has been 
treated of in paragraph 45. 

59. The Chief Court of the Province has given a ruling 

. on the point noticed by the Recorder 

main* processes his 2 1st paragraph, and the Execu- 

tive Government has in no case, as far as is known, taken 
any action in the matter, but the Chief Court having ruled 
that the Recorder’s signature is necessary the Executive 
Government will abide by that ruling. The question of 
affixing an autograph Stamp to a document has been sub- 
mitted to the Government of India in the Financial Depart- 
ment by the Accountant General, but no orders have yet 
been received on the subject (a ). As Mr. Coryton points out 
there is little saving of time if the Judge has to be present 
when the seal is imposed, and to leave in the hands of a 
subordinate ministerial officer an autograph seal, the impo- 
sition of which will have all the effect of a sign manual, is 
a practice fraught with danger. 

60. The subject alluded to by the Recorder in his 22nd 

„ . and 23rd paragraphs, should not, in 

" * the Chief Commissioners opinion, 

have appeared in a Report on the working of the Courts. 
The Government of India is aware that the scheme of open- 
ing a trade route with China vifr Bhamo, has, up to the pre- 
sent moment, neither failed nor been abandoned. The Chief 
Commissioner, as at present informed, is not disposed to re- 
commend to Government the despatch of a Commission or 
Mission to Zimmay to make commercial agreements with the 
Chief of that State. 


(a) Since this was willuMta copy of letter No. 1082 dated 12th June 1869 hast 
been received^ from the Under Secretary to the Government of India in the Finan- 
cial Department directing the Accountant General not to make payments on a 
Stamped signature, and a copy has been forwarded to each Recorder. 


5 
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61. The subject matter, of paragraph 25 of the Record- 
er’s Report should not have b^en entered in its present form, 
though there would have been no objection to the Recorder 
noticing that it was under consideration. Propositions of 
this kind should be brought forward in a separate and dis- 
tinct communication, lyhen they will receive full attention. 
The same question was raised in paragraph 74 of Mr. Cory- 
ton’s RejSort for 1867, and this was one of those matters allud- 
ed to in paragraph 31 of letter No. 84-10, dated 19th June 
1868, to the Secretary to the Government of India in the 
Home Department, which contained the review of the Re- 
corder’s Reports for 1867, but it was not then thought neces- 
sary to particularize it. * 

A. FYTCHE — Major General c.s.i. 

Chief Commissioner British Burma 
Agent to His Excellency the Viceroy (& Governor General 
Rangoon, 20th June 1869. 
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RECORDER OF RANGOON. 

FOR THE YEAR 1868 . 


1. I have the honour to submit the Annual Report fc| 
1868 respecting tlio business in the Court of the Recorder ci 
Rang oon. 

2. I entered upon the duties of the Recordersliip on the 
7th January this year, relieving Colonel Ardagh, Commis- 
sioner of Pegu, who had officiated since Mr. Broughton re- 
signed * about two months previously. The business of the 
year had mainly been transacted by Mr. Broughton, and, from 
what has come before me, I can testify to the great assiduity 
with which he performed his duties. 

3. I should premise that I know very little of the ac- 
tual working of the^Court in 1868 beyond what I gather from 
the cases that stood over and have been heard by me and, 
therefore, the remarks I have to make must be given from a 
general point of view. 

4. A comparison of the number of suits instituted in 
1868 in the Recorder's Court or the Small Cause Cpurt (as 
they are generally but erroneously designated) with the num- 
ber instituted in 1867 in the same courts respectively (taken 
separately) would be apt to mislead, and that for the following 
reasons : — 

5. Properly speaking, there is no Small Cause Court ; 
but, in practice, the suits are divided into cases above Rs. 500 
and cases below that amount, and three days in a week are 
set apart for hearing the smaller Causes. According to the 
present constitution of the Court there ought to be no such . 
distinction. 
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REPORT OF THE RECORDER OF RAXCiOON 18C8. 


6. The Recorder’s Act, XXI of 1863, by S. 11 gave 
tho Recorder Jurisdiction over suits of every kind, large and 
small, with procedure expressly (S. 20) according to Act VIII 
of 185ft (Code of Civil Procedure) as amendfed by Act XXI 1 1 
of 1861. The Recorder’s Act further (S. 31,) authorized the 
Governor General in Council to appoint a Registrar who 
should have power to hear and determine Suits brought in 
the Recorder’s Court not exceeding in value Rs. 200 (after- 
wards increased to Rs. 500) and, by S S. 35 and 36, the 
procedure before the Registrar was to be according ’to Act 
XLII. of 1S60 (the Small Cause Court Act.) For some time 
after the appointment of tho first Recorder, Dr. Clarke, all 
suits came before him. A few months later, a Registrar was 

T appointed by the Governor General in Council and the 
.* busiriess'of the Court was divided. But, in October 1866, 
1 at Dr. Clarke’s request, the Registrar was removed and the 
whole of the business fell again into the hands of the 
Recorder. 

7. Previously to that event there had been passed Act 
III of 1866 to confer “ increased powers on the Registrars 
of the Recorders Courts in British Burma” and Section 12 
ot that Act provided that, as to Smalt Causes, all or any of 
the powers and duties thereby, or by S S. 35 and 36 of the 
Recorder’s act, conferred and imposed on the Registrar might 
be exercised and performed by the Recorder of the Court to 
which such Registrar was attached. 

8. This, of course, conferred no new power on the 
Recorder, for he, previously, had jurisdiction over all suits 
large and small ; but was intended, I presume, to enable the 
Recorder, having a Registrar actually attached to his Court, 
to act', in case of necessity, for such Registrar and dispose of 
eases according to the same procedure which the Registrar 
was accustomed to .exercise. 

9. When, upon the removal of the Registrar, the whole 
of the business relapsed, as stated above, into the hands of 

Recorder, cases under Rs. 500 continued to be hoard 
separately in what was still called the Small Cause Court in 
which the procedurfe was regulated according to the provi- 
sions of the Small Cause Court Act. 
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10. One consequence of this was that the files of the 
Recorder’s Court, as I will continue to term it, began, in May 
1868, to be crowded with a vast* number^ of suits upder Act 
-V of 1866 (which thfsn came into operation here) — Suits on 
Bills of Exchange and Promissory notes of every amount from 
Rs. 3 upwards. . The easy remedy under that Act caused a 

E eat number of Promissory notes to be used in business in 
uigoon and, as the order extending Act V of 1866 mention- 
ed the Recorder’s Court and the small cause Division was 
supposed to be a separate Cyurt, all suits under that Act were 
brought in the Recorder’s Court, (as distinguished from the, so 
called, Small Cause Court,) thereby greatly obstructing the 
heavier business. , 

11 . To arrive at a proper statistical comparison it is 
necessary, therefore, to take cases of every kind instituted in 
both divisions of the Court in each year. Thus ta&en, it 
appears that the number of suits instituted in 1867, whether 
for sums above or below Rs. 500, was 3,654 and, in 1868, 
3,920 shewing an increase in 1 868 of 266 cases. 

12 . The number of cases that stood ovor at the end of 
1867 was 354 and at the end of 1868 450. 

13: I have endeavoured to point out the condition of 
affairs as regards the two divisions of the Court with some 
distinctness because l have been given tcS understand that 
some legislation on the subject is expected and it is very 
desirable that such legislation should not be of that incoherent 
style which has been common in India. 

14. Sometimes it is very difficult to ascertain what 
statutes are applicable to Rangoon or to discover by what law 
questions arising in th% Recorder’s Court are to be decided. 
By S. 21 of the Rec 6 rder’s Act “all questions as well of fact 
“as of law or equity shall be dealt with and determined ac- 
“cording to the law administered by the High Court of 
“Judicature at Fort William in Bengal in the exercise of its 
“ordinary original civil jurisdiction ” with a proviso as to 
cases relating to marriage inheritance or succession which are 
to be determined by the law or usage which would have been .4 
applied thereto if such question had ai-isen in any other Court 
in British,Burma than a Recorders Court.* The law there- 
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fore appears not to bo uniform throughout the province but in 
and around Maulmain and Rangoon to be governed by the 
intricate system which is thus set forth in a J udgment of the 
High Court reported in the 1st volume of Hyde’s Reports, p. 
51 ; 

1. The Common Law an it prevailod in England in 1726 and which has not 

subsequently £con altered by Statutes especially extending to India : 

2. The Statute Liw which prevailed in England in 1726 and which has not sub- 

sequently been altered by Statutes expressly extending to India : 

6. The Statute Law expressly oxtending to India which has been enacted 

since 1720 and which has not been repealed ; 

4 The Civil Law as it obtains in the Ecclesiastical and Admiralty Courts 

in England : 

5 Regulations made by the Governor Gener.il in Council under the 13 Geo. 3, 

c. 68, S S. 3d & 37 ; 30 A 40 Geo. 3, c. 79, S. 18 and 53 Geo. 3, c. 155, S 8. 

9S & 99 ; 

6 The Hindoo Law in all civil actions in which a Hindoo is defendant : 

7. The Mohomodan Law in all civil actions in which a Mahomedan is defendant ; 

and in the rest of the Province by some other system, (a) 

1 5. There is, however, no admiralty jurisdiction vested 
in the Recorder's Courts except in cases of salvage of life in 
which the claim does not exceed £200. There is likewise no 
jurisdiction in bankruptcy. At least, it has been so held by 
my predecessors and there certainly is no machinery provided 
for working out details in cases of bankruptcy ; but, as some 
of the statutes relating to bankruptcy date from the reign of 
James 1st and earlier, I do not understand why, under the 
authority above quoted, jurisdiction, in such cases, was not in- 
cluded in the Law administered by the High Court # at Cal- 
cutta at the time of the passing of the Recorders Act. 

16. But, in truth, the Statute Law applicable to the 
Province is that which is the most difficult to define. By 
.Act 1 of 1865 the Governor General in Council was empower- 
ed to extend to any non-Regulation Provinces any act previ- 
ously in force in British India. The obvious implication from 
this enactment is that none of such acts passed previously are 
now in force in Rangoon, unless extended to this Province 
under the authority of that act or by express legislative enact- 
ment. This I take to be consonant with the law on the sub- 
ject as it is laid down in Stephens’ Commentaries Vol. I p. 110 
(6th ed.) where the learned author says, “In the case of a co- 
“ lony acquired by occupancy, acts of Parliament passed be- 
“ fore its acquisition come into force immediately upon that 
“ event, as part of the general law of England, — as to all pro- 
u visions, at least, not unsuitable to its social circumstances. 

(a) The J lulgmenf of M arkby J. in a case* reporter! in IBeng.JL Rep. (orig; 
civil) 80 shows still further the great uncertainty which prevails as to the law of 
India. 
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“ But it is otherwise in a colony won by conquest or cession 
“ which remains (as we have seen) subject to its own pre-cx- 
“ isting laws and is not, in general, affected by Statutes of the 
“ United Kingdom passed before its acquisition.” 

17. A Suit instituted in 1868 touching upon this point 

came before me for decision, it was for the recovery ,of 
money deposited in the hands of a stake-holder to abide the 
result of a horse-i*ace, the total subscription not amounting to 
Us. 500. It was urged for tlic Plaintiff that Act VIII of 
1867 did not apply, because the preamble to it showed it was 
only to exempt certain transactions connected with horse' 
racing from the operation of Act XXI of 1848 (for avoiding 
ivagers ) and that the last named act did not extend to 
Pegu because it was passed before the annexation of the Pro- 
vince took place and no proclamation of the Governor General 
had extended that act to British Burma. . * 

18. The Plaintiff’s contention would, if valid (as it 
seemed to me at the. time to be), have brought into play 
certain English^ statutes of the time of Anne or William 
3rd, but, happily, the case went off on another point. Yet, on 
other occasions, I have been assured that some of the older 
English statutes are in force in Calcutta, and consequently 
in Burma, though in England they may have been repealed. 

19. The provisions in the "Recorder's Act to the effect 
that questions of marriage shall be determined by the local 
law brings cases of Divorce-betwecn natives of Burma with- 
in the Damathat or Book of the laws of Menoo, a code which, 
on such points, is admirably adapted to the social requirements 
of the Burmese. By “ The Indian Divorce act”, jurisdiction 
has been given to this Court in cases of Divorce when the 
marriage was solemnized in India an<J ope of the parties was 
at the time of the marriage or has since become a Chris- 
tian and this jurisdiction, until a Recorder of Akyab is 
appointed, extends over Arracan. As regards Mahomedans, 
questions of marriage and divorce are decided according to 
Mahpmmedan Law. A decree which may hereafter have in 
Burma a wide application was made on this subject during 
the past year. * The decision, which was canvassed in everj^ 
possible manner in subsequent litigation between the same 
parties, was to the effect that marriage^flbetween a Mussul- 
man and a Burmese woman was null and void, unless the , 
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woman bond fide and absolutely renounced her Bhudist creed 
and became Mahommedau, the Mahommedan law providing 
that marriage between a Mifssulman and a worshipper of 
images is illegal. 

20. Not only does it seem that but a small portion of 
the statute Law to which British India is subject is applica- 
ble to Burma but, judging from the reports of cases decided 
in the several High Courts of the Presidencies, it would seem 
that nine tenths, at least, of the local law and custom having 
the force of law in India or different parts of India have no 
corresponding subject matter and, therefore, no force or appli- 
cation in Rangoon. Having regard to this difference and 
the apparent want of uniformity in the law administered 
within the local limits of this Court and that administered 
beyond those limits, 1 cannot refrain from expressing my 
strong conviction that the law applicable to British Burma 
should be codified. The work would relieve the Law from 
much of its present uncertainty and make it intelligible to 
the population generally and accessible to all. In England, 
codification is in progress, even as regards ciVil rights, and it 
might be advantageous to follow the course of legislation in 
England, but that, in England, the codification of the law 
must, necessarily, be a work of considerable time, owing to the 
minute . distinctions which advanced civilization creates 
in law. However, I see no reason why a code suitable to the 
wants of Burma should not speedjly be framed, either upon 
the French model or otherwise, by way of supplement to the 
three Codes already in force. 

21. This codification is the more desirable as regards 
British Burmah, inasmuch as the Province lies beyond the 
natural boundary of India and, as a British Province, is now 
in its infancy, with a population well affected to our rule and 
having language, habits and customs differing from those of 
the people of India. Moreover, Rangoon is the Centre of an 
increasing trade which bids fair to make it the Liverpool of 
the East and, should the proposed Railway communication 
with the interior be effected, would become a port of the first 
order in regard to the trade of the world. It is, therefore, of 
'the last importance that the commercial relations, of the place 
should be fosteredstmd governed by a clearly defined system 
of law. 
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22* The Revenue of the Court for the year 1868 amount- 
ed to Rs. 74,614 and the expeitditure to Rs. 34,7-20-3-3 shew- 
ing an excess of receipts over expenditure 39,893-12-9. I 
observe in Mr. Broughton’s report for 1867 that in the year 
1866 the expenditure exceeded the receipts by Rs. 719-6-0 
and that in 1867 the receipts exceeded the expenditure by Rs. 
35,295-12-0. The increase in 1867 was in part due to the 
abolition of the office of Registrar with jurisdiction as a Small 
Cause Court Judge and the saving of Rs. 7,200 thereby effec- 
ted — a saving which was, In every respect, bad economy. 

< 23. I am informed by persons capable of forming an 

opinion on the subject that the revenue of the Court would be 
largely increased if it were possible to bring a case to a con- 
clusion within a reasonable time. At present, that is impos- 
sible. The three days a week on which the so-called Recor- 
der’s Court sits are almost entirely occupied with miscellane- 
ous and interlocutory applications and short causes heard up- 
on summons for final disposal. The heavier business of the 
Court is, practically, at a stand still. I have presided as Re- 
corder for four months and, in that time, I believe, not six 
suits in which issues had been settled have been decided. Yet 
I am told by some of the bar that the miscellaneous business 
was never disposed of more quickly. y The fault' is in the sys- 
tem and, I believe, that, if, besides a Small Cause Court 
J udge, thSre were two J udges here in the principal Court, 
sitting separately in cases of original jurisdiction and together 
on appeals, there would be sufficient business to oebupy the 
whole of their time. It is quite certain that the complete 
deadlock which at present exists, owing to it being utterly 
impossible for one Judge to cope with the work, prevents tho 
institution of a suit except under circumstances in which such 
a course is the only possible mode of settling a dispute. 

24. That this is the case I have been assured by Mer- 
cantile Jmen of the first standing in Rangoon and they com- 
plain of the condition of affairs with the more severity oecause 
the finances of the Court are in a condition to justify the ex- 
penditure necessary for the establishment of a better system 
of administration ; while, as regards small causes, I am credi- 
bly informed that the native population^prefer to refer their 
disputes to arbitration amongst their own people, or to the 
decision of tho elders of their quarter, rather than submit to 
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the delay which is now the inevitable consequence pf the in 
stitution of a suit in any cas6 not falling within Act V of 
1866. Thus there is lost to the Government a large amount 
of stamp duty and to the community is gained a practical con- 
firmation of the aphorism, Magnum vectigal parsimonia. 

25. The great increase in the business of the Court 
gives so much more labour to the officers of the Court than 
they formerly undertook that they complain of it and desire 
either more assistance or increased f remuneration. Under S. 

1 5 of the Recordei-’s Act, the Recorder is empowered to ap- 
point clerks and other ministerial officers; but the power is 
illusory, as he cannot appoint salaries or increase them ; at 
least, not without more difficulty than most men woidd care 
to*' encounter. It may be hoped, hdwever, that, when a 
change in the constitution of the Court is effected, this mat- 
ter will bo w ell considered. 

26. By Act III of 1866 the Recorder has power to 
make and issue general rules for regulating the practice and 
procedure of the Court and to proscribe forms for proceedings 
therein. Such rules and forms are urgently required to be 
made or revised, but it is impossible to spare time for the 
work without altogether putting a stop to the business of the 
Court. 

27. As regards the Criminal business of the Court 
during the year i8G8 there is little to call for observation. 
There were 19 appeals from convictions by the Town Magis- 
trate of Rangoon and one original case in the Recorder’s Court 
as a Court of Sessions. This was a charge of Murder against 
a Madrasseo man who had killed his wife and afterwards muti- 

■ lated the body. He was found guilty and, as the late learned 
Recorder saw no reason to be dissatisfied with the verdict, 
was oxecuted. 

28. In conclusion, I may say, the number of suits institu- 
ted in the first three months of 1869 shows an* increase 
of 120 on the number instituted within the same period in 
1868. The criminal business has also very much increased 
since the beginning of this year. 

F..HOUSMAN, 

W 

Ifecordcv. ' 

Rangoon 1 2th May 1 869. 
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CIVIL 

1 . The number of Regular Suits disposed of in the Recor- 
der's Court during the year was 153, involving an amount of 
Rs. 4,50,171-1. 

- The number of Suits instituted during that period was 
163, involving an amount of Rs. 4,88,872-7. 

The arrears were, at the commencement of the year, 1 7 
cases, amounting to Rs. 92,840-15. 

The arrears at the conclusion of the year were 27 cases, 
amounting to Rs. 1,31,542-5. Of these 11 cases involving 
Rs. 73,000 were “ Mhineloongyee cases,” or cases arising 
out of the litigation consequent on Captain Burn’s invasion of 
the Shan Territory in 1865. The recent decision of the 
High Court on appeal (No. 48 of 1868) confirming the decision 
of this Court in Civil Regular No. 184 of 1865 will, I appre- 
hend, very materially assist in bringing this enormous litiga- 
tion to a close. 

2. In the Small Cause Court there have during the 
ydar been disposed of 1671 suits, involving an amount of Rs. 
1,09,451-11-0. 

Within the same period there have beon instituted 1693 
suits, involving Rs. 1,12,014-12-0. 

There were arrears on the 31st December 1867, 45 suits 
amounting to Rs. 3,930-12, 

The arrears on the 31st December 1868, were 67 suits 
amounting to Rupees 6,493-13. 
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3. The following was the state of the Regular file on 
1st January 1868 and 1869 respectively: 


c 

1st January. 

• i 

1868 

1869 

Recorder’s Court, • 

1 17 

27 

Small Cause Court, 

45 

67 


showing an increase of 10 pending in the Court of the Re- 
corder, and of 22 in the Small Cause Division. 

. 4. The increase of pending suits in the Recorder’s Court 
is attributable to the large number (11) of Mhineloongyee 
suits on the file, which from various causes could not be 
brought to trial during the year. 

The increase in the Small Cause Court was caused by 
the large number of Cases instituted towards the close of 
December 1868, which cases had nocessarily to be fixed for 
hearing in the ensuing month. 

The suits thus spoken of as pending are such as for want 
of parties, or evidence, or such like cause, are not yet ready 
for decision. Every case ripe for hearing has been heard. 

5. The number of regular suits instituted during the 
past two years shows an increase of 34 in the Recorder’s 
Court, and of 264 in the Small Cause Division. 


•* 

1867 

1868 

Increase. 

Recorder’s Court 

129 

163 

34 

' Small Cause Court * 

1,429 

1,693 

264 

Total... 

1,558 

1,856_ 

298 


6. The number of Regular Suits decided on trial and 
finally disposed of in the years 1867 and 1868, shows a do- 
crease of 5 Suits in the Recorder’s Court, and an increase of 
214 in the Small Cause Court. * 
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II 


* 

1867 

1868 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

* 

Recorder's Court 

1%8 j 

153 


5 

Small Cause Court 

1457 ! 

1671 1 

2 14 


Total ... 

1615 

1824 

214 

5 


7. There were 6 cases (all Mhineloongyee cases) pend- 
ing above one year in the Recorder’s Court, and none in the 
Small Cause Court. 

8. The state of the Miscellaneous file on the 1st J anu- 
ary 1868 and on the 1st January 1869 was as foll ows : — 


1st January, 

1868 

1869 

Recorder's Court 

16 

10 

Small Cause Court 

15 

8 


showing a decrease of 6 cases pending in the Recorder’s Court 
and of 7 cases in the Court of Small Causes. 

9. The number of Miscellaneous cases instituted and dis- 
posed of in the years 1867 and 1868 shows a decrease of 75 
instituted and of 64 disposed of in the Recorder’s Court, and 
an increase of 84 instituted and of 93 disposed of in the Small 
Cause Division. 





1867. 






1868. 



Courts. 

Pending at the 
close of 1866. 

Instituted. 

I 

Disposed of. 

Pending at the 
close of 1867. 

a> 

«3 QO 

f* 
| J 

Oh X 

Q> 

0 

1 

' 3 
£ 

Disposed of. 

3 00 

gc 

.5 o 

3 J 

Court of the Re- 
corder 

ii 

465 

476 

fflj 

16 

16 


406 


ia 

Court of Small 
Causes 

13 

761 

774 


15 

15 

815 

860 

■ 

8 . 

Total... 

24 

1,226 

1,250 

1,219 

31 

31 

1,235 

1,266 

1,248 

18 
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10. There were 3 applications for new trial and review 
of judgment granted, during the year under review, in the 
Court of the Recorder, and 8 ki the 'Small Cause Court, all 
of which were disposed of. 

.11. The total value of Suits instituted in both Courts 
was Rupees 6,00,887-3. 


Recorder’s Court. 

Small Cause Division, ... 

« 

4,88,872 

1,12,014 

7 

12 

6,00,887 

3 

The total value of Suits disposed of was Rs. 5,59,622-12 

Recorder’s Court, 

Small Cause Division, ... 

4,50,171 

1,09,451 

1 

11 



The value of suits pending in both Courts at the close- 
of the year amounted to Rupees 1,38,036-2. 

Recorder’s Court, 

Small Cause Division, ... 

1,31,542 

6,493 

i 

! 5 
13 

1,38,036 

2 


12. The aggregate value of property in litigation within 
the year was estimated at Rs. 6,97,658-14-0. ' 

The number of suits .instituted on a supposed population 
of 64,642 souls (exclusive of Kadoe which numbers 1803 souls) 
will be in the proportion of 1 to 34. 

The average value of each suit disposed of was, in the 
Recorder’s Court, Rupees 2,942, and in the Small Cause 
Court, Rupees 65. 

The per centage of costs on the value of suits disposed 
of averaged 8-J per .cent, or taking the costs of each Court 
separately, in; the .Recorder’s Court 6J per cent, and in the 
Small Cause Court 16 per cent. 
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13. The x average duration of each suit disposed of was, 
in the Recorder’s Court, 38 days, and in the Small Cause 
Court 11 days. These averages however, do not represent 
the ordinary duration of suits in these Courts, and I have 
therefore caused a separate calculation to be made, excluding 
24 suits in the Recorder’s and 80 in the Small Cause Court 
which have been exceptionally long. * The following material 
reduction of the averages was the result. 

Recorder’s Court, ... ... 18 days. 

Small Cause Court ... ... 9 days. 

Nearly one third of the Recorder’s Court cases, from which 
the reduced average has been obtained, was disposed of within 
a week from institution. 

14. The longest period a case has lasted in the Re- 
corder’s Court was 852 days. This case (C. R. No. 185 ,pf 
1865) was the Second Mhineloongyee case already referred 
to. It had been pending over a year when it first* came be- 
fore me, and from a variety of causes, the principal of which 
were the issuing of a Commission to examine witnesses at 
Bangkok, and the inability of the Plaintiffs to procure their 
witnesses, another year elapsed ere the Suit came to trial. 

15. The longest period a case has lasted in the Small 
Cause Division of the Court was 164 days. The summons in 
this case (C. R. No. 1155 of 1867) was twice sent to Cocona- 
da, one of the Northern Ports on the Madras Coast, the ser- 
vice of the first summons not having been considered good . by 
the Court. 

16. The causes which have led to the excessive duration 
of these and other exceptional suits were, I think, wholly be- 
yond the control of the Court. The migratory habits of the 
natives of India, who form by far the most litigious section of 
the population of this town, renders it necessary, frequently, to 
forward prpcesses to distant places for service. Evasion of ser- 
vice is another difficulty the Court has had to contend with. 
As many as 6 summonses (the time allowed for the return of 
each being ordinarily a week) have been issued in some cases, 
where, from the carelessness evinced by the plaintiff the Court 
has entertained doubts of his having taken proper -steps to 
ensure service of the process taken out by him. 
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CRIMINAL 

17. There were tried daring the year under review, 7 
Sessions cases and 1 7 Criminal Appeals from the sentence of 
the Town Magistrate. 

The result of Appeals disposed of during the year, ' and 
the number preferred in it, are given in the tubulated form 
below. 


One appeal remained pending at the close of the year. 


Name of Officer. 


O 

Js 


03 

*33 

§ 


rrt 

^2 


g 

P-4 


I 





A 



-s 



■s 


1 

1 

i 


1* 

§ 

1 

PS 



I 

C8 

f!Pod 

ao 

§ ^ 
Ph <3 


J. K. Macrae, Esq... 



I 17 

G 

B 


3 

*2 

1 

18. The original criminal business has been light, there 
having been only 7 cases. Of the' 16 persons committed to 
this Court for trial, 13 were convicted and 3 acquitted The 
offences they were charged with were as follows :... 

Offences. 

No. of 
persons. 


Forgery 

Murder 

Selling a minor for the purpose of prostitution 
Aiding and abetting do. 

Buying a minor for the purpose of prostitution 

Dacoity 

Aiding and abetting dacoity 

Voluntarily causing hurt by dangerous weapon 
Theft and aiding and abetting theft 


I 


Total 


l 

1 
1 

2 
1 

6 

2 

2 


16 


• ■ ■ • r ■ - - - - » — — ........ ■ P . 

• ^he heaviest punishment indicted was 7 years rigorous 
imprisonment. 


* Sec Appendix B. 
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19. The total revenue of the Courts for the years 1867 
and 1868 will be seen by the foUowing tables. 

1867. - * 


Receipts. 

ik 

Disbursements. 


Amount realized by 



Recorder’s Salary 

20,000 

0 

Stamps. 



Cost of Establishment... 

11,384 

7 

Recorder’s Court 200G0-9 



Do. Bailiff’s do. 

720 

0 

Small Cause* 



Contingent expenses ... 

2,047 

0 

Court 10,701-3 

30,821 

12 

Travelling allowance . . . 

108 

0 

Do. by Tullabana . . . 

3,672 

8 


34,259 

7 

Do. by Fines 

1,274 

5 

Surplus of receipts over 






expenditure 

1,509 

2 

Total Rs... 

35,768 

9 

Total Rs... 

35,768 

-_0 


1868. 


Amount realized by 



Recorder’s Salary 

[20,000 


Stamps. 



Cost of Establishment... 

13,560 


Recorder’sCourt23,l 38-4 



Do. Bailiff’s do. 

720 


Small Cause 



Contingent expenses 

1,554 


Court 13 282-14 

36,421 

2 

♦ 






35,834 

0 

Do. by Tullubana... 

3,748 

2 

Surplus of receipts over 



Do. by Fines 

553 

1 

expenditure 

4,887 

12 

Total Rs... 

40,722 

5 

Total Rs... 

40V722 

t 5 


It would appear from these figures that the revenue of 
the Courts haa in 1868 increased by Rupees 4,953-12, and 
that a surplus nearly equivalent to the increase has been left, 
though the expenditure exceeded that of the preceding year. 

20. The very heavy Stamp duty imposed on plaints by 
the New Stamp Act (XAVI of 1867) has. led as I expected 
(see para 23 (d) of my report for 1867) to the extensive 
adoption of the practice of filing awards of private arbitration 
under Section 327 of the Civil Procedure Code, no less than 
14 suits, the value of which amounted to Rupees 1,64,603-6, 
having been filed in the Recorder’s *Court in the course of the 
year. The stamp duty on the plaints in these suits would 
have been Rs. 6,578. In the Small Cause Court, whero the 
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stamp duty presses less heavily, this course of practice has 
not been much resortod to, there having been only 3 suits of 
a similar jiature instituted during the year. 

I have already stated the generality of the complaint 
made by suitors in respect of the stamp duties. 

21. I would ask, respectfully, His Excellency’s early 
attention to paragraph 8 of my last Report, as the action 
taken by the Local Government in the matter throws upon 
the Judge here a very heavy amount of merely mechanical 
work. I have signed on occasions as many as 98 processes in 
a single day. My colleague of Rangoon, I notice, uses a 
stamp ; but even this plan involves (if it is supposed that the 
Judge must be present when it is imposed) attendance at the 
Court until all the processes are ready for signature, or a very 
considerable delay of ordinary business. On Saturday, even 
when the Court is not sitting I am obliged to be in atten- 
dance to sign the processed. 

22. In my last Report I ventured to remark on the 
effect on litigation in timber cases of the lawless state of 
society NV of the Thoungyeen. Since that date, important 
events have happened which will have no doubt been brought 
to His Excellency’s notice by his agent. I would note that 
the disorder in the N. district of this Province and the ac- 
tion recently taken by the Chief of Zimmay with reference 
to British subjects ( see Appendix, Proclamations A and B ) 
are apparently the direct result of the lawless proceedings of 
Burn’s party in 1865. The subject so far as the litigation of 
timber cases is concerned is involved in much difficulty and I 
would suggest the advisability of a Commission to examine into 
and report on the best mode of arranging with the Forest 
Chiefs regulations for the timber trade of these provinces. 

23. The indirect result of such a Commission would, I 
am persuaded, be productive of advantages at present little 
contemplated with reference to the grand desideratum of es- 
tablishing direct overland intercourse between China and the 
Bay of Bengal. The failure ( and I presume abandonment ) 
of the Bhamo scheme for effecting this object by way of the 
Irrawaddy will, doubtless, induce H. M’s. Government to 
devote additional attention to the facilities affordod by this 
port and province for the attainment of so desirable an end. 
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The country is well known and there are no geographical dif- 
ficulties to be overcome so far ds . the Tenasserim route is con- 
cerned. For many years the Foresters and IVforchants of 
Moulmein have been in the habit of visiting Zimmay (it can be 
reached from this in from 12 to 15 days ) where the Chinese 
traders hold their annual fair, and it clearly requires only a 
good understanding between the British authorities in Tenas- 
serim and the Chief of Zimmay to expand into a practicable 
channel of commerce between the interior of China and this 
Port the petty trade that has for years existed between this 
Port and Zimmay. The obstacles to the establishment of a 
regular trade by this route consist simply in the unsettled 
^£ate of the country between this and Zimmay and the ob- 
stacle can at any time be removed by the concerted action of 
the British Government and the King of Siam. 

24. During the argument of a recent case (C. R. No. 
22 of 1869) counsel pressed strongly on the Court that the 
powers prescribed in Section 4 of the Registration Act (XX 
of 1866) not having been extended to the local government of 
British Burma, the Registry Offices in these provinces (work- 
ing under Rules framed by the local government) have not 
been duly legalized. From the turii taken by the case, it was 
not necessary for me to determine the question, but it appear- 
ed to me that the objection was well founded. Should this 
be the case, I trust that the early attention of Government 
will be directed towards remedying the defect, as a declara- 
tion by this or the Rangoon Court would be productive of 
very serious consequences to title. 

25. I would draw the attention of Government to para 
74 of my Report for 1867 as to the necessity for increasing 
the pay of the peons of this Court, and thus procuring a more 

. responsible class of men for the important. duties they are re- 
quired to discharge. I would therefore propose for the con- 
sideration of Government that the rate be raised to Reft! 5 as* 

^suggested in my last Report (see para 74). This can be 
effected at the very- moderate monthly outlay of Rs. 50, of which 
Rs. 30 wouldbe chargeable to the tuilabana fund (the receipts of 
which amounted'in 1868 to' Rupees 3,748-2, while the charges 
on it vfere only Rs. 720) and Rs. 20 to the Imperial Revenue. 
The proposed rate of pay will suffice to secure men of a more 
■ 2 
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respectable class than those at present on the establishment 
of the Court. • 


Moulmein, the 26th April, 1869. 


J/CORYTON, 

Recorder. 


APPENDIX. A. 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE PUBLIC, SIIOAY-NAN-SHIN, OF THE 
TOWN OF ZIMMAY PROCLAIMS THE FOLLOWING ROYAL NOTICE 

The Ruler and Governor Shoay-Nan-Shin hereby gives 
information to the Governor or Commissioner, Deputy 
Commissioner, Assistant Commissioner, and all the Authori- 
ties of Moulmein, that He, Shoay-Nan-Shin’ being in friend- 
ship with them, having given peimits to Merchants or Thit- 
goungs of Moulmein to cut Teak Timber in th'e Forests with- 
in Mhinelongyee Jurisdiction, now desires that the Governor 
or Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner, Assistant Commis- 
sioner, and the Authorities of Moulmein will call and give 
Notice to the Merchants or Thit-goungs to remove drag and 
take away all their Timber which they have cut . during the 
year 1229. That they shall not be allowed to cut or work 
in the forest after that year, and all former orders or Permits 
already given are hereby cancelled. That all Thit-goungs 
shall return such orders and Permits given to them to Shoay 
Nan .Shin.^ Any Merchants wishing to continue to work 
Timber they may make their application to do so and the 
application to be accompanied with Presents to obtain orders or 
Permits from Shoay Nan Shin of Zimmay, when orders or 
Permits will be given to them for one year — and should such 
orders or Permits be mortgaged or sold to any party or parties, 

, and ^pch party or parties whoever received or obtained such 
orders or- Permits cut or work Timber in the Mhinelongyee, 
jurisdiction all their property whether Timber or Elephant^ 
belonging to such pftrty or parties will be taken possession of 
by Shoay Nan Shin of Zimmay. No person or persons shall ' 
be allowed to cut or work any Timber who has or have not 
been duly authorized *to do so but only will be allowed to 
those in whose names such Orders or Permits have beeu 
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granted. If any person! without having their names in such 
Orders or Permits shall cut or Vork any Timber, they shall 
be accordingly dealt, with. All persons who have* obtained 
Permits being uifwell or sick shall return .their Permits to 
Shoay Nan Shin of Zimthay either by their children, grana 
children or nephews, with such notice, when Shoay Nan 
Shin knows ot such beings the case a fresh Permit will be issued 
to them. The reason is no permission can be given to 
work in any forests to those who have not killed or cut 
any timber or allowed them to work other people’s timber — 
if they do cut or work any timber killed by other people 
they shall be punished and the Permit already given shall 
be taken back. All old Permits in whosoever ’s possession 
they may be, whether in the possession of Burmese Thit- 
goungs or other Merchants are hereby withdrawn since 
1221). Agreeably to the letter of friendship conveyed to 
the Commissioner, whoever Avishes to cut or Avork Timber 
ho or they may apply for such Order or Permit and if 
Shoay Nan Shin be pleased to grant them he shall do so 
to the person whom he may think entitled to sucli. If any 
person shall come -up to Avork any Timber under the old 
permits in violation of this notice, he shall be punished 
accordingly, as such permits are hereby withdrawn after 
the year 1229. 

Dated 14th decrease of Walisoe 1230 (17th July 18G8.) 

(L. S.) True copy, 

, J. DOUGLAS BAYLY, 

Registrar. 


. APPENDIX. B. 

The Governor of Zimniay informs • the Commissioner, 
Deputy Commissioner, Assistant Commissioner and the ’Au- 
thorities of 'Moulmein, that from year 1230, the Talaing and 
Burmese Thit-goungs of Moulmein Avho shall come up for the 
purpose of cutting or working Teak Timber in tho Mhineloon- 
gyeo Forests will not be allowed to cut or work. The Gov- 
ernor . of Ziinmay cannot permit the Talaing and Burmese to 
work the Forests, because of the frequent fraudulent cases got 
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up by them, and only people of Zimmay will be allowed to 
cut or work the said Forests. ' The G overnor of Zimmay has 
no wish to prevent any Talaing or Burmese Thit-goungs from 
Moulmein with ready money from purchasing Timber. The 
Commissioner and Authorities of Maulmain are requested on 
receipt of this letter to make known to all Burmese and Ta- 
laing Thit-goungs that they must during the year 1230 cut 
drag down ana take away all the remaining Timber which 
they had previously worked in the said Forests as they will 
not be allowed to cut or work there in 1231. After the com- 
mencement of which year the Timber from the said Forests 
will be sold to any one bringing the thoney for the same. 
Any person who has money and wishes to purchase Timber 
may come up and do so. 

13 decrease of Natdaw, 1230. 

(11th December 1868.) 

(True translation.) * 

(Sd.) A. G. DUFF, 

Deputy Commissioner, 

In charge Coitmiissioner s Office, 

Tenasserim Division. 

(True copy.) 

J. DOUGLAS^ BAYLY, 

Registrar. 
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ANNUAL STATEMENT of A ppeals preferred to tht Recorder of Rangoon during the year 1868. 
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ANNUAL STATEMENT of Sentences of Death referred for the confirmation of ike Sadder Court, by the 
Recorder of Rangoon for the year endi ng 31s< December 1868. 
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STATEMENT showing the Criminal Cases , Sessions and Appeal, brought to Trial and disposed of. by the 
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HO. II. 

STATEMENT shewing (he number af Criminals sentenced durirb} the year , by the Recorder of Rangoon for term of seven 
years and upwards , , and ths number of Persons sentenced to Transportation under Section 59, of the *, Indian Penal 
Code . Vide Chief Commissioner's Docket , No. 2,175, dated 2nd June , 1863. 
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No. % 


CLASSIFICATION of Original Regular Suits instituted before the 
Recorder „ and the Court of of Small Causes at Rangoon, in the 
year 1868 ; not including Suits under Sects, , 28, 20, 37 and 38. 


DESCRIPTION OF SUITS. 

I 
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Property. 
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496 
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12 
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Grand Total 
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Court of the Recorder, 


RANGOON, } - F. 1IOUSMAN, 

The 20/h of May 1869. ) Recorder. 








DETAIL of SUITS decided on Trial , transferred or othenvise disposed of by the Recorder's Court and Court 
of Small Causes at Rangoon , during the year 1868 as per Columns 14 to 19 of Statement No. 1. 
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DETAILED STATEMENT of Miscellaneous Causes, and those 
arising under Section 29 of Act XXI of 1863 instituted and 
. disposed of as entered in Statement No. 1. 


- 

Number In- 
stituted. 

Disposed of. 

NATURE OF CASES* 

• 

Recorder’s 

Court. 

Small Cause 
Court 

Recorder’s 

Court. 

Small Cause 
Court. 

1. Execution of Decree 

258 

639 

273 

630 

2. Objections to attachment of property 
in execution of decree, 

40 

45 

36 

45 

3. Claims to sue as a pauper, : 

8 

7 

7 

7 

4. Claims under Act XIX of 1841, ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5. Cases under Act XXXV of 1858, ... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

6. Cases under Act XL of 1858, and 
Act IX of 1861, 

3 

... 

3 


7. Cases under Act XXVII of 1860, ... 

13 

... 

12 

... 

8. All other miscellaneous cases not in- 
cluded above, 

61 

X39 

57 

138 

9. Cases under Act X of *1865, 

15 

... 

8 


10. „ „ X of 1866, 

1 


1 

... 

Total 

400 

830 

397 

820 


'Court of the Recorder, 

RANGOON, F. HOUSMAN, 

The 20 th of May 1869. Recorder. 
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Suits submitted to Recorder under Section 37. j 

Suits referred to Registrar under Section 38. 

Appeals from Registrar under Act III of 1866. . ] 

Appeals from Registrar’s decision under Section 38. ] 

Miscellaneous Suits, and Suits arising under Sec- 
tion 29 of said Act. 

Original Suits, and Suits received by transfer. 

New Trials and Reviews of Judgement under Sec- 
tion 28 Act XXI of 1863. 

Suitsttedi msub to Recorder under Section 37. 

Court of the Recorder, 

17 






16 

1 

163 

3 


Court of Small Causes, 

45 

**’■** 

... 

... 


... 

15 

1,693 

8 

... 

Total, 

62 



. . . 

. . • 

. .. 

31 


ii 

... 














HpULMEIN, 

The 23 rd April 1869. 
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So. YI. 

STATEMENT skewing the number of Griminak sentenced durmg, the year IM%, by the Recornhr of Mcmtmein for tet-rn of seven 
years and upwards, and the number of Persons sentenced to Transportation under Section 59 , of the Indian Penal 
Code. Vide Chief Commissioner's Docket, No. 2,175, dated 2nd June, 1863. 


dumber of Per- 
sons sentenced to 
Transportation for 
terms exceeding 10 
years, and not ex- 
ceeding 14 years, 
under Section 59 
of the Penal Code. 

ZO 


Number of Per- 
sons sentenced to 
Transportation for 
terms exceeding 7 
years, and not ex- 
ceeding 10 years, 
under Section 59 
of the Penal Code. 

lO 


Number of Per- 
sons sentenced to 
Transportation for 
7 years in lieu of 
Imprisonment, 
under Section 59 
of the Penal Code. 

-s* 

CO 

? 

1 8 1 
51 

3 it Mi 


Number of Per- 
sons sentenced to 
Imprisonment for 
terms exceeding 7 
years, and not ex- 
ceeding 10 years. 

<N 
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Number* of Per- 
sons sentenced to 
Imprisonment for 
7 years. 
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MOTJLMEIN, \ J. CORYTON, J. DOUGLAS BAYLY. 

The 23rd April 1869. j Recorder. Reaistrc 


. : 

Cases. 

Pending at 
the close of 
1867. 

% 

I 

STATEMENT showing the Criminal Cases , Sessions and Appeal } brought to Trial and disposed of by the 
Recorder of Moulmein during the year ending 31s t December 1868. 

• 

: 

Persons. 


Cases. 

P-* f-s. 

if 

oa g 

SS 

05 $5 

po P- 

i— » 
05 

Persons. 

i— * 
05 


Total Persons. 

t— * 
03 


• 

Convicted. 

Disposed of 
on trial 

05 


Acquitted. 

: 


Transferred or other- 
wise disposed of. 

: 

Cases. 

Pending at the close 
of 1868. 

: 

Persons. 

• 



Appeal Cases. 

h- » 


Referred during 1868. 

H— 1 

-a 


Total Cases. 

05 


Rejected. 

-<r 


Confirmed. 

Disposed of on Trial 
Sentence of Lower 
Court 

h-» 

I 

Modified. 

* 

CO 


Reversed. 

: 


Transferred, or other- 
wise disposed of. 



Pending at the close 
of 1868. 























ANNUAL STATEMENT of Sentences of Death referred for the confirmation of the Sudder Gowrt, by the 
Recorder of Moulmein for the year ending 31st December 1868. 


ssparao'a; 


iDate of the Sudder 
| Court 

Final 

Order. 


Receipt 
of the 
Record. 


Date of 

Reference 
to the Sud- 
der Court. 


Conclu- 
sion of 
Trial. 


i 

Commit- 

ment. 

• rH 

Offence of which 
Prisoner is con- 

lw Spsci nns: 

[Court, with Sec- 
tion of Code there- 
to applicable. 


Prisoners. 

Caste. 

» 

Name. 

% 

\ 
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MOULMEIN, ) J. CORYTON, J. DOUGLAS BAYLY, 

The 23rd April 1869. >■ Recorder. Refutra 





■ ANNUAL STATEMENT of Appeals preferred to the Recorder of Moulmem during the yaw 1868 . 
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Names of Officers. 

CO 

• 

J. JL Macrae, Esquire... 


Office. 
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District. 
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For Life. __ 

For 1 4 years and above. 


With Fine. 


Rigorous. 


Simple. 


With tine. 


Rigorous. 


Simple. 
With Fine. 


Enter into recognizance to keep the 
peace. 

From Rs. 5,000 to 1,000. 1 


Below Its. 1,000 to 500. 


Below Rs. 500 to 200. 


Below Rs. 200. 


Inposed 


Realized. 


Ordered. Applied in compensation 

under Sec. 44, Criminal 

Paid. Procedure. 



No. II. 

ANNUAL STATEMENT of degrees of punishment inflicted by the. Recorder of Moulmein for 

the year ending 31 ^ December 1868 . 




































1 


diapseod of, and pending in the Court of the R ecorder of Moulmein 
Year ending 31#£ December 1868. 



Suits institut 
transferred 
1868: 


Number of Cases dis- 
posed of during 
1868. 


Number of Cases pen- 
ding at the close of 
1868. 





390 

845 

1,235 


J. CORYTON. 



153 3 

1671 8 

1,824 11 



Recorder . 


Registrar. 
























No. % 


CL A 8SIFIQA TION of Original Regular Suits instituted before the 
Recorder , and the Court of Small Causes at Moul/mein , in the 
/year 1868 ; not including Suits under Sects. 28, and 37. 


DESCRIPTION OF SUITS. 

Original. 

Total. 

Registrar. 

Recorder. 

I. Suits for Immoveable Property. 

1. Houses, 


2 

2 

2. Land, 


6 

6 

3. Mortgages, 


2 

2 

4.» Fisheries, 


yy 

yy 

5. Inheritance, 

1 : 

2 

2 

Total 



12 

12 

II. Suits unconnected with Immoveable 
Property. 

1. Debt, 

1,683 

144 

1,827 

2. Damages for breach of contract, or loss or' 
injury to property, 

9 

2 

11 

3. Damages for personal injuries and wrongs, 


yy 

yy 

4. Marriage or Divorce, 

1 

5 

6 

5. Inheritance, 

yy 

yy 

yy 

Total 

1,693 

151 

1,844 

Grand Total 

1,693 

163 

1,856 


i 

Jl 



MOULMEIN, 
The 23rd April I860. 


} 


J. CORYTON, 
Recorder. 


J. DOUGLAS BAYLY, 
Registrar, 





DETAIL of SUITS disposed of by the Reader's Court and Court of Small Causes at Moulmein 
during the year 1868 as per Columns 16 to 22 of Statement No I. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY CIVIL RETURN of the Recorder’s Court and the Court of Small Causes at Mov&min 

for the year 1868. 
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MOULMEIN. 


I. 

diepseod of, and pending in the Cqurt of the Recorded' of Moulmein 

’ • 

Year ending 31 st DecewJber 1868. 



Suits institute 

transferred 

1868. 


IBS 

19 

20 

I 

22 



Number of Cases dis- Number of Cases pen- 

posed of during ding at tho close of 

1868. 1868. 



J. CORYTON. 


J. DOUGLAS BAYLY. 


Registrar . 


Recorder . 

















No. 58, 


CLASSIFICATION of Original Regular Suits instituted before the 
Recorder , and the Court of Small Causes at Jifoulmein , in the 
year 1808 ; not including Suits under Sects. 28, and 37. 




Original. 



DESCRIPTION OF SUITS. 



Total. 





«i 

Registrar. 

Recorder . 



X. Suits for Immoveable Property. 




1. 

Houses, 


. 2 

2 

2. 

Land, 


G 

6 

3. 

Mortgages, 



2 

4. 

Fisheries, 


a 

a 

5. 

Inheritance, 


2 

2 


Total 


12 

12 


II. Suits unconnected with Immoveable 
Property. 




1. 

Debt, 

1,683 

144 

1,827 

2. 

Damages for breach of contract, or loss or 
injury to property, 

9 

: 

2 

11 

3. 

Damages for personal* injuries and wrongs, 

a 

L ” 

” 

4. 

Marriage or Divorce, 

1 

5 

6 

5. 

Inheritance, 

'' ^ 


»» 

a 


Total 

1,693 

151 

1,844 


Grand Total 

1,693 

163 

1,856 


MOULMEIN, ) 

V J. CORYTON, J. DOUGLAS BAYLY, 

The 23rd April 1869. J Recorder . Registrar . 




DETAIL of SUITS disposed of by the Recorder's Court and Court of Small Causes at Moulmein 
during the guu 1S(]8 os per Columns 16 to 22 of Statement No I 










SUPPLEMENTARY CIVIL RETURN of the Recorder's Court and the Court of Small Causes at Moulmein 

» fnr ih* non .*• 1 ftPft 


•JB0.C eqj 
Suunp jo pasodsip 
sjms hi sainted ^q 
'paLmOU! B90J ( SJ9p 

-Bo^d ptre sdureis jo 
eAienpui ‘uotjduo 
•sop Xj0A9 JO B18QQ 


2 

s- 


' *jB9iC eq* Suutip 
| pd[q sjadBd Mn\ 
jo sdunrjg jo aiqB^ 


^ cq c& 

COM oo 

l-« eq^ © 

r*H i—< CO 


\V30JZ 

aq* Suiaup pojnj 
-pSUt S^IUS JO 0T\[ 
-BA jo ^unoiuB jbjoj, 


I *JB9A oqj Suunp 
* jo pasodsip s^ms 
I jo uoijBjnp a^BJaAy 

I m 3 ui 

-piled ueeq SBq jboX 
| eq^ jo esop eq* ^b 

9 V.d «o 9SBQ 

1 Xub poijed ^88^1107 


1» <M 

-! 


t'- 

i-H 

’ oo 

00 o 

oo 

od* of 

o' 

00 

o 

•^1 r—t 


OO fl 

: 1 


Bq^uo|^ 


■s^a S 1 


sq^uopf 




'sasYD ao jsoixdiuosaa m i»*A“ 0 





No. 5. 


DETAILED STATEMENT of Miscellaneous Cases, instituted 
and disposed of in the year 1868. 



Number In- 
stituted. 

Disposed of. 

NATURE OF CASES. 

• 

Recorder^ 

Court. 

* 

Small Cause 
Court. 

Recorder’s 

Court. 

Small Cause 
Court. 

1 . Execution of Decree 

218 

621 

219 

627 

2. Objections to attachment of property 
in execution of decree, 

30 

30 

33 

31 

3. (^laims to sue as a pauper, 

3 

1 

2 | 

3 

2 

4. Claims under Act XIX of 1841, ... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

5. Cases under Act XXXV of 1858, ... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

6. Cases under Aet XL of 1858, and 
Act IX of 1861, 

5 


6 


7. Cases under Act XXVII of 1860, ... 

26 


23 

... 

8. All other miscellaneous cases not in- 
cluded above, 

107 

1 

192 

111 

192 

Total 

390 

845 

396 

852 


MOULMEIN, } 

} J. CORYTON, J. DOUGLAS BAYLY, 
The 23 rd April 1869 . ) Recorder. Registrar. 















APPENDIX. 




Appendix A (1) 

Receipts and Expenditure in Rangoon Courts for 1868 . 




Appendix A (%.) 

From Francis Housman Enquire, Recorder of Rangoon, to the Assistant Secretary 
to the Chief Commissioner British Burma, No. 81, dated 16th June 1869. 

I have the honor, in reply to your letter of the 14th instant (Home 
Deparixneiit No. 309-19 Judicial), to state that the discrepancy existing 
between the Returns accompanying the Report for 1867 and those ac- 
companying the Report for 1868 relative to the longest period of the 
pendency of a Suit arises from the circumstance that in the return for 
1867 only such suits were included as had been instituted within the 
year 186/, whereas in the recent returns all suits were included and thus 
some suits instituted in 1866 were omitted from the former and included 
in the latter returns. 

i 

I return the form you enclosed with the information required. 




■9r 


w 














Appendix A (4.) 

Stamps filed in 1868 in Regular & Miscellaneous Cases 

Out of which deduct . .4 

Being the value of Stamps filed in capes pending at the 
clos^of' 1868 shown in the return for that year. 
The Return called for now only asks for the cvalue 
of the Stamps on cases decided in 1868. 

Showing a balance of 

To this amount must be added — the value of Stamps 
in cases which were pending at the close of 1867 
and decided in 1868 as required by, Return now 
called for ... ... ... ... ... 


Value of the Stamps shown in the Return Form 4? 
does not include the 6,878-1-0 for the value of 
these Stamps were shown in the return for 1867 
and the sum of Rs. 15,010-7-0 have been deduct- 
ed in the present statement for the cases pending 
at the close of 1868 as shown above — hence, it is 
impossible for statement No. 4 to agree with the 
Return now submitted, as the Return sent' only 
shows cases decided in 1868. 

The same explanation with regard to the Small Cause 
Court. 


Rs. 51,866-10-0 
„ 15,010-7-0 


Rs. 36,856-3-0 


„ 6,878-1-0 


Rs. 43,734-4-0 



Recorder's Court, Rangoon the 11th June 1869. + y ffniT SMAA ^ Remrder. 
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Appendix B (1.) 

From J. Corytor Esquire, Recorder of Moulmein, to the Assistant Secretary to the 
Chief Commissioner of British Burma. No. 36 dated Moulmein, 29th May 1869. 
£ • 

I have the honor, with reference to your letter No. 309-8 (Home 
Department) of the 14th instant, to forward herewith the explanation 
submitted to me by the Registrar in respect of the discrepancies dis- 
covered in the statistics furnished by him for my last Annnal Report, 
and trust it will prove satisfactory. 


The undersigned begs respectfully to offer the following explana- 
tion of the discrepancies which have ^een discovered in the Report 
for 1868. 


The number of suits disposed of as shown in this para is correct, the 
Para Q error being in para 18 of the Report for 1867, as will 

be seen on refercnco to Civil Return No. 5 which ac- 
companied that Report. 

The duration shown in these paras is that of cases decided during 
Paras u & is. 1868, and is therefore distinct from the duration given 
in Return No. 4, which Return requires the “ longest 
period any case on the file at the close of the year has been 'pending 

“ The total number of Criminal Appeals preferred during the year 
Para 17 . was *7” that is, 17 cases. The manner in which they 

were disposed of is intended to show the number of 
orders of rejection, confirmation, or otherwise, passed by the Appellate 
Court, as there are, sometimes, more Appellants than one in one appeal, 
and it happens that different orders are passed with regard to each Ap- 
pellant. 

The difference between Statements 3 & 5 is owing to there being 
no column for remanded cases in the latter Statement. 


The 2 remanded cases should not be included in the total, as they 
were returned by the Magistrate after the purpose for which they wore 
remitted had been accomplished, and were disposed of in 1868 by the 
Appellate Court, the result being shown under the preceding headings. 

J. DOUGLAS BAYLY, 

The 18th May 1869. Registrar. 


Appendix B (3.) 

From J. Coryton Esquire, Recorder of Moulmein, to the Assistant Secretary to the 
Chief Commissioner, Rangoon, No. 37 dated Moulmein, 29th May 1869. 

I have the honor, with reference to your letter No. 309-10 (Home 
Department) of the 27th instant, to furnish the following information. 



There were, during the year 1868, 2 cases instituted under Act V 
cf 1866, involving Rs. 4,010-8, both of which were disposed of. The 
value of stamp papers filed in these cases amounted to Rs.318, and the 
costs (excluding stamps) to Rs. 112-12. * 

The value of regular suits- disposed of in each Court* is given in 
coats other than paras JL and 2 of the Report The value of stamp pa~ 
stamp wanted. p ers filed i n SU ch suits amounted in the Recorder’s Court 
to Rs. 18,855-2 and in the Small Cause Court Side to Rs. 11,673-10. 

With regard to para 3, 1 regret I am not at present in a position to 
assign any cause for the increase of suits referred to. 

Appendix B (3.) 

From John Coryton, Esquire, Recorder of Moulmein, to the Assistant Secretary to 
the Chief Commissioner of British Burma, Rangoon, No. 38 dated Moulmein, 
the 31st May 1869. 

With reference to your telegram received this day, I have the honor 
to inform you that there were 2 Suits to file awards of private arbitration 
in which both parties were Europeans, and 2 Suits in which one of -the 
parties was a European. 


Appendix B (4.) 

From J. Coryton, Esquire, Recorder of Moulmein, to the Assistant Secretary 
to the Chief Commissioner of British Burma, Rangoon, No. 41 dated Moulmein, 
8th June 1869. 

With reference to your telegram received yesterday, I have the 
honor to inform you "that the total costs, other than Stamps, of cases 
decided during 1868, amounted in the Recorder’s Court to Rs. 11,874-8-0, 
and in the Small Cause Court to Rs. 6,530-12-0. 

Appendix B (5.) 

From J. Coryton, Esquire, Recorder of Moulmein, to the Assistant Secretary to 
the Chief Commissioner, British Burma, Rangoon, No. 43 dated Moulmein, 15th 
June 1869. 

The calculations received with your letter No, 309-16, dated 11th 
instant, (Home Department) having been examined by the Registrar by 
my direction, I "have the honor to return them herewith in original with 
the corrections noted. • 


RECORDER’S COURT. 


(from Returns ) 

Total value of Stamps filed 
dated 29th May) 

Costs other than Stamps 


• • • 

• • • 

Rs. 29,141 15 

0 

Do. 

Do. 

(letter No. 37 


... 

... 

Rs. 18,855 2 

6 

Do. 

Do. 

Rs. 10,286 13 

0 



MISCELLANEOUS CASES. 

Total costs from institution to decision (from Returns) Rs. 3,338 7 0 
Total Stamps filed I)o. Do „ 1,150 1% O 

Total costs other than Stamps Do. f ... ... Rs. 1,587 110 

SMALL CAUSE COURT. 

Regular Cases. 

Total costs from institution to decision (from Returns) Rs. 17,581 11 0 

Total value of Stamps filed Do. # (letter No. 37 

dated 29th May ) Rs. 11,673 10 0 

* o 

> 

Costs other than Stamps Rs. 5,908 1 0 

MISCELLANEOUS CASES. 

Total costs from institution to order (from Returns) „ 1,880 4 0 

Total value of Stamps filed Do. „ 1,257 9 0 


Total costs other than Stamps ... ... ... Rs. 622 110 

The calculations by which the ‘‘Albion” figures have been obtained 
are as follows : — 

RECORDER’S COURT. 

Total costs other than Stamps Regular and Miscellaneous 

cases (?) (letter 41 dated 8th June) ... ... Rs. 11,874 8 0 

Ditto in Regular Cases as calculated above ... „ 10,286 13 0 

Total costs other than Stamps in Miscellaneous Cases 0 

Total costs Miscellaneous Cases from Returns ... Rs. 3,338 7 0 

Costs other than Stamps, Miscellaneous Cases ... „ 1,587 11 0 


Value of Stamps Miscellaneous Cases ... ... Rs. 1,750 12 0 


SMALL CAUSIJ COURT. 

Total costs other than stamps, Regular and Miscellaneous 

Cases (?) (letter No. 41 dated 8tli June.) ... Rs. 6,530 12 0 

Ditto in Regular Cases as calculated above ... „ 5;908 1 0 


Total costs other than stamps in Miscellaneous Cases Rs. 622 11 0 


Total costs, Miscellaneous cases (from Returns)... Rs. 1,880 4. 0 

Costs other than Stamps Miscellaneous Cases ... „ 622 11 0 # 

Stamps, Miscellaneous cases 


Rs. 1,257 9 0 
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MEMORANDUM 

1JY 

MAJOR GENERAL A. FYTOHE, C. S. I. CHIEF COMMISSIONER AND AGENT 
TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

1 ON TIIK 

REPORT ON 

HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES, 

IV 

BRITISH BURMA, 

FOR THE YEAR 

1868 . 

Much delay has taken place in the publication of this report 
in consequence of the incompleteness and inaccuracy of the 
returns submitted from the Pegu Division which the Chief 
Commissioner trusts will not again 4>ccur. 

2. During 1868 there were 14 Dispensaries in operation, and 
one a branch Dispensary at Akyab had just been completed, 
when it was so much damaged by a Cyclone that visited that 
place that it still remained unopened at the end of the year. 
All the above receive direct support from Government. 

3. The total number of patients of all classes treated in the 
14 Dispensaries amounted to 35,791 or 4,951 in excess of 
those treated in 1867. The increase is almost entirely among 
the Out patients of whom 32,060 were treated against 27,354 
the year before, an increase of 17 per cent. 

The number of In patients amounted to 3,731 or 245 in ex- 
cess of 1867. The percentage of deaths to in door patients 
admitted is 8.57. That for out door cannot be ascertained as 
the returns are incomplete. The following Statement shows 
the number of, and order in which the principal diseases oc- 
cur : — 
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In Patients. 

Out Patients. 

Diseases. 

No. 

treated 

Ratio 

per 

cent 

Diseases. 

No. 

treated 

Ratio 

per 

cent. 

Fevers 


BBS 

Fev ers • • • *t* ... ... 

5,840 

18.21 

Wounds and Injuries... 


■HE 

Abscess & Ulcers 

4,420 

13.78 

Dysentery & Diarrhoea. 

417 

■ EE 

Obstipation, Dyspepsia 



Abscess & Ulcers 

324 

8.6® 

& Colic 


11.95 

Venereal affections ... 

279 



2,138 

6.67 

Rheumatism 

182 


Venereal affections ... 

1,751 

5.46 

Asthenia 

89 


Rheumatism 

1,419 

4.43 

Bronchitis 

60 

mmn 

Wouuds & Injuries ... 


3.32 

All other diseases 

1,030 

27.61 

Ophthalmia 

864 

2.69 





844 

2.63 




Scabies ... ... ... 

504 

| 1.57 




Splenitis 

369 

1.12 




Diseases of the Lungs . 

356 

! 1.11 




All other diseases 

8,695 

27.11 

Total... 

3,731 


Total... 

32,064 



It is to be regretted that owing to the inaccuracy of the 
returns the number of female patients treated during the year 
cannot be correctly arrived at. This information is much re- 
quired to show to what extent the Dispensaries are resorted 
to by wofben, and the Chief Commissioner expects that great- 
er care will be taken if future in preparing the returns on 
this subject. 

4. The total income of the Dispensaries for 1868 was Ru- 
pees 37,516 derived from the following sources : — 

Imperial Revenue Rs. 21,278 

Local Funds „ 1,440 

Private donations and subscriptions .... ,, 5,888 

Paying Patients „ 8,887 

Miscellaneous . „ 128 

The total expenditure was Rupees 35,774, of this the cost 
of Establishment was 22,727 — Repairs 3, 253 — Collections and 
Management 696 — Dieting Tn patients 4,630 — Contingencies 
and Bazaar Medicines 4,468. The balance in hand at the 
close of the year was 22,119. The Income from the Im- 
perial Revenue as compared with 1867 decreased by Rupees 
10,004 and that frOBj private subscriptions by Rupees 2,985. 
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NOTICfE OP DISPENSARIES*. 

ABAKAN DIVISION. 

Akttab. 

5. As compared with the Official year of 18tf7-68 for 

which the last retufns from this Dispensary were made up, 
the year under review shews an increase in the number 
of In patients but a decrease in the number of Out patients. 
The report on the condition and arrangements of the Hos- 
pital is favorable. The voluntary contributions for the year 
amount to Rs. 21, this result in a town like Akyab with a 1 
European community and a considerable native population is 
alike discreditable to the public spirit of the place and the 
energy of those to whose care the interests of the Institution 
have been entrusted. It is extremely doubtful whetfrerr in 
the present state of the Port Fund the allowance hitherto 
granted to the Dispensary from that source can be continued 
to it, and in the event of such being withdrawn, the Chief Com- 
missioner is not prepared to recommend that this Institution 
be supported by Government aid only, indeed in any case it 
will be matter for consideration whether the Government grant 
should not be reduced to a sum commensurate with the con- 
tributions of the inhabitants. ^ 

Ramrke. 

6. The Chief Commissioner is glaa to notice an increase in 
the number of patients, the contribution from private sources 
is also very liberal for so small a station. Much credit is due 
to the Medical Officer in charge for the interest displayed 
in this Dispensary. 

Sandoway. 

7. The number of patients treated in this Hospital is very 
small and the Chief Commissioner regrets to see that the 
people continue to show no interest in the Institution. 
Should better results not be apparent in next years report 
it will be necessary to withdraw the Government support. 

PEGU DIVISION. 

Rangoon. 

8. This is the largest Dispensary in the Province and judg- 
ing from the large and increasing number of patients is high- 
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ly appreciated by the people. The number of persons treat- 
ed has increased from 9,436 to 10,250, which is very sa- 
tisfactory. The Chief Commissioner regrets to see that the 
contributions from private sources towards the cost of this 
Dispensary, are unusually smaUfor so large and wealthy atown. 
The falling off is attributed by the Medical officer in charge to 
the unwillingness of the Local Govcrnmeht to place the funds 
of the Dispensary at the immediate disposal of the Committee 
of Management but it would obviously be inexpedient to 
withdraw the Government control until the Institution is fairly 
able to support itself, which for the present it is evidently quite 
incapable of doing. A plan and estimate for a new Hospital is 
in course of preparation, and it is hoped that a new building 
will soon be commenced. 

Thftjiumber of cures to persons treated in this Dispensary is 
very *igli being 95.20 per cent of the total admissions ; for 
this result much credit is due to the Medical Officer in charge. 

The figures given in the Commissioner’s letter do not agree 
with those given in the report of the Ci\ il Surgeon, nor is the 
remark regarding the latter Officer in the 13th paragraph of 
the Commissioner’s letter clearly understood. 

Basseix. 

9. The popularity of this Dispensary is observed to be 
increasing, not only is there marked increase in the attendance, 
but the subscriptions from private sources have nearly doubled 
those of the last year. ' These results are creditable to the 
Medical Officer in charge. All suggestions for the future 
better management of the Dispensary should in the first in- 
stance be invariably laid before the Committee of Management 
whoso province it is to enquire into the advisability or other- 
wise of any changes or alterations that the Civil Surgeon may 
deem necessary. 

IIyaxouno. 

10. The Chief Commissioner is again glad to notice a mark- 
ed increase in the attendance of patients, but there has been 
a slight decrease in the amount of private subscriptions. 

Henzadau. 

1 1. The number of patients treated in this Dispensary shows 
an increase on the previous year, but considering the size of 
the town which is one of the largest in Burma, the atten- 
dance cannot be looked upon as good. It is however grati- 
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lying to observe a creditable increase in the amount of private 
subscriptions and donations. , 

Prome. 

12. Both the attendance of patients and receipts from pri- 
vate contribution show a considerable increase over the former 
year, and the state jf the Dispensary is very satisfactory. 

Thayetmyo. 

13. Tlio number of patients treated in this Dispensary has 
nearly doubled that of the former year. The amount of the 
private subscriptions however still continues very small. 

\ Toungoo. « 

14. This is one of the best Dispensaries in the Province, 
the number of patients steadily increases every yoar. The 
Chief Commissioner regrets to see a falling off in the pri- 
vate subscriptions, but trusts that endeavours are being 
made to keep alive the interest hitherto displayed by the 
Native residents in this Institution. 


TENASSERIM DIVISION 

Maulmain. 

15. The number of In . atients has increased, but there 
is a considerable falling off in the number of Out patients and 
no cause is assigned. The decrcs^o in the amount of vo- 
luntary contribution* is described* as being caused partly by 
some of the former subscribers 1 laving left Maulmain, and 
partly to the reluctance of persons to subscribe to the hinds 
of an Institution which has already a credit balance of Rupees 
5000. The Chief Commissioner is unable to accept this as a 
satisfactory explanation. In the first place it is improbable 
that among the many new arrivals no charitably disposed 
persons can be found to fill the vacancies caused by those 
who have left the station, and in the second it is unlikely that 
many persons could really bo of opinion that a credit balance 
of Rupees 5,000 is sufficient to ensure the permanency of an 
Institution like that in Maulmain. It must bo borne in mind 
that the principle on which Dispensaries are established is 
that they shall ultimately support themsolves and be entirely 
independent of all Government aid. This can only besecuraly 
effected by an amount of capital sufficient by its interest alone to 
cover the cunent expenses of the Institution. Dow far a 



suiji of Rupees 5,000 will contribute to such a result is too 
apparent to require further comment. 

Shwegyeen. 

16. The increase in the mynber of patients and private 
contributictas is very gratifying, and for the efficient working- 
of this Dispensary, much credit is due to the Medical Of- 
ficer in charge. 

Tavoy. 

1 7. The attendance is much the same as last year but the 
increase in the voluntary contributions is satisfactory. 

Meegtji. 

18. Nothing appears to have been done towards the im- 
provements required for this Dispensary. The falling off in the 
number of Out patients and the absence of all voluntary 
contributions for which no reason is assigned is not satisfac- 
tory. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


19. It is gratifying to observe that the attendance upon the 
whole, at Dispensaries, lias increased. The increase is more 
marked among the Out psuients but this will probably conti- 
nue to be the case until the subordinates attached to the Dis- 
pensaries can be chosen from among the people of the coun- 
try and In patients are attended upon by persons of their own 
kith and kin. 

The decrease in the expenditure of tho Dispensaries at a 
time when tho number of patients has been rapidly increasing 
is satisfactory as showing that both care and economy have 
been applied in the administration of the funds. The Chief 
Commissioner however regrets to observe the falling off in 
private subscriptions, the decrease having occurred in the 
following dispensaries : — 


Rangobn Myanoung 

Maulmain Mergui 

Akyab Sanaoway 

Toungoo 

In some the amount subscribed during the year has not been 
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sufficient to cover the current expenses, and encroachments 
have consequently had to be made on the savings of former 
years. This must be carefully avoided in future and the ex- 
penditure restricted to the amount actually realized during 
the year from the Government grant and local subscriptions, 
the receipts from donations being trenched upon as little as 
possible. • 

A mistaken notion appears to prevail that if the sub- 
scriptions to the fund of a dispensary are sufficient to meet 
the regularly recurring expenses, the object with which the 
Dispensary was established has been fully attained, and again 
that when Government a£$l has been once granted, the per-* 
manence of the Institution is thereby guaranteed and all 
necessity for further exertion in its behalf done away with. 
To some such feeling having been allowed to gain ground 
may be attributed much of the falling off in the subscriptions 
from private sources to these Charitable Institutions at a 
time when their popularity has evidently been increasing. 
It does not appear to be clearly understood that the Govern- 
ment aid is but a provisional grant, liable at any moment to 
be withdrawn, that such grant is not only temporary but 
is dependent on similar aid oeing also given from local sources. 
An income derived from private subscriptions must also ne- 
cessarily be of a most uncertain and fluctuating character, 
liable at all times to be disturbed by causes over which 
there is no control, and it is for thy reason that the attention 
of officers should be continually directed towards the forma- 
tion of a Fund the interest of which as regards the current 
expenditure would gradually take the place of subscriptions 
and donations. This appears to have been no where done ex- 
cept at Maulmain but the fact of there being a balance of 
Rs. 5,600 has induced the supposition that no more subscrip- 
tions are required. 

In preference to small periodical subscriptions the wealthier 
classes should be encouraged to assist with donations. These 
should be funded and invested from time to time in Go- 
vernment Securities and from such funded capital alone 
can the future permanence of a Dispensary be determined. 
It also appears to the Chief Commissioner, that at the out- 
stations more stren^pus endeavours should be made to associate 
the people with these Institutions by inducing the wealthier 
among the native residents to become members of the Com- 
mittees, and by encouraging them to use their own personal 
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influence with the people with the view of enlisting that sym- 
pathy and interest, without which practical aid cannot be 
hoped for. Much remains to be done to place the Dispensa- 
ries of the Province on a satisfactory footing, and to the fos- 
tering care of the several Civil Officers the Chief Commis- 
sioner looks for that improvement in their financial condition, 
which the increasing popularity of the dispensaries, if care- 
fully directed, will help to ensure. 

In conclusion the Chief Commissioner would draw the at- 
tention of officers to the necessity for the punctual submission 
of accurate and full reports. The delay or the errors of one 
officer alone not only cause seriou/ inconvenience, but delay 
consideration of the reports from all the others. 
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British Burma for the year 1868-69. 


THE \ISAR. 

# 


Balance on 1st April 1869. 


Dieting Paying 

Patients. 

Contingencies 
and purchase of 
Bazaar Medicines. 

• 

Total. 




Credit. 

Debit. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 

^ Rs. 

A. 


Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Rs. 

• 

A. 

p. 

714 

0 


125 

0 


6,257 

0 


2,756 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

137 

0 


75 

0 


1,372 

0 


288 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

22 

0 


935 

0 


126 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1,460 

0 

0 

2,227 

0 


10,611 

0 


3,266 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

180 

0 

I 

223 

0 


1,497 

0 


2,189 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

21 

1/ 

0 

279 

0 


808 

0 


1,182 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



JO 


307 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

E 

21 

0 


1,167 

0 


1,193 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

E 

0 

89 

0 


1,354 

to 


316 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

89 

0 


1,535 

0 


8,749 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2,118 



1,250 

0 


7,027 

0 


5,654 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 


1,025 

0 

0 

565 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

68 

0 


979 

0 

i 

108 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



0 

0 


1,080 

0 

1 

J 

420 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4,630 


0 

4,468 

0 


35,774 


I 

22,119 

8 

0 

0 




















Akyab 
Ramree ... 
Sandoway ... 
Rangoon ... 
Basscin 
Hen z a dab. 


Thayetmyo 

Myanoung 

Toungoo 


Maulmain 


ShwSgyeen 
Tavoy 
Mergui ... 


Admitted 

T 

Admitted 

r ** 

Admitted 

V ; 

Admitted 
J> * 

Admitted 
iJ. \ 
Admitted 

(I 

Admitted^ 

Admitted 

Admitted 
j * 5 

Admitted 

1 

Admitted 

‘ t a 

Admitted 
1-i I 

Admitted 
Lb 1 

Admitted 

lb d 


* » »> 


Grand Total, B. B. 


Admitted 

Lii.it 




















BURMA, 1868 . 

I. 

Dispensary and the Cause of Admissions and deaths . 


Admissions and Deaths of In door Patients. 
Zymotic Diseases. 



Condyloma. 


























DISPENSARIES OF BRITISH 

Tables 



Causes op Admissions anj> Deaths 


Class I. 

Zymotic Diseases. 


Total Admissions 
and Deaths of 
the year. 


Class 

Constitu- 


Diathctic. 


Akyab 
Bamree ... 
Sandoway 
Rangoon ... 
Bassein ... 
Henzadah 


Prome 


Thayctmyo 

Myanoung 

Toungoo 

Manlmain. 

Shw^gyeen 

Tavoy * * 

Mergui . • 


Grand Total, B. B. 


Admitted 

i v v * 

Admitted 

l»? I 

Admitted 

I>jc ! 

Admitted 

f> cd . 
Admitted 

Iht * # 
Admitted 


Admitted 

i ♦ 

Admitted 

> * 

Admitted 

!>uii 

Admitted 

Did 

Admitted 

Did 

Admitted 

Died 

Admitted 

IVd 

Admitted 

Died 


Admitted 

Died 














BURMA 1868 

I. — ( Continued .) 


of In door Patients. 



Ulcer of Cornea. 



















































DISPENSARIES OP BRITISH 

Table 


Cause of Admissions and Deaths 


Class III 


• 

Dispensary. 

c 

Total Admissions 
and Deaths of 
the year. 

NeAon 

(Contd 

8 ; jCircula 

tory. 

Respira- 

© 

| 

JQ 

1 

a 

CO 

1, 

t 

as 

6l 

CO 

f 

. s 
3 i 

S € 
3 o 

B 

GQ 

© 

3 

© 

£ 

GO 

1 

*8 

Si 

CO 

*43 

'•§ 

s 

i 

> 

GO 

■a 

08 

CO 

•&. 

w 

00 

1 

03 

i-3 

1 

i 

as 

l 

© 

s 

aa 

g 

S 

Pneumonia. 

Akyab. ... 

Admitted 

... 

» 


99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

2 

21 

99 

99 

1 

Ramree ... 

Admitted 

... 

>> 

99 

99 

99 

•9 

99 

99 

99 

99 

1 

99 

99 

4 

M 

Sandoway 

Admitted 

... 

99 

99 > 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

2 

99 

99 

J 

Rangoon ... 

Admitted 

... 

99 

99 f 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

9 

99 

99 

3 

Bassein ... ** ... 

Admitted 

... 

99 

99 I 

" 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

6 

99 

2 

1 

Henzadah 

Admitted 

... 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

Prome 

Admitted * 

V" 

99 

99 I 

99 

99 

99 

9 m 

99 

99 

99 

99 

6 

99 

99 

1 

Thayetmyo 

Admitted 

... 

99 

2 , 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

2 

99 

99 

1 

Myanoung 

Admitted 

... 

99 

99 9 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

2 

9 9 

99 

If 

Tonngoo ... 

Admitted 

... 

99 

99 9 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

>1 

Manlmain • 

Admitted 

... 

99 

99 9 

2 

99 

99 

1 

99 

99 

99 

99 

4 

99 

99 

2 

Shwegyeen 

Admitted 

... 

1 

99 >: 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

5 

99 

1 

( 

X 

1 

Tavoy 

Admitted 

... 

99 

’2 „ 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

3 

i 

If 

1 

Mergni 

Admitted 

• > * 

... 

99 

; 

99 9i 

99 

) 

99 

99 

99 

99 

9 

I 

99 

> 

99 

t 


99 

99 

9) 

99 

1 

Grand Total B. B, 

Admitted 208l] 

1 

4 „ 

2 

99 

99 

1 

99 

99 

99 

3 

60 

1 

7 

12 


D/U 

... 



■ 

H 
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l 

9 

, 

f A 

J 

6 

1 

’i 

3 
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mmm 
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u 
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wmmm 
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BURMA, 1868 . 

I . — ( Continued,) 


of In door patients. 


Local Diseases. — ( Continued,) 



































































DISPENSARIES OP BRITISH 

Table 


Causes of Admissions and Deaths 


Class III. 


c 

Total Admissions 
and Deaths cf 
the year. 

| Urinary. — (Contd.) 





Genera 

Dispensary. 

CO 

cS 

V. 

« 

o 

25 

.2 

Q* 

CO 

v/ 1 

S3 

w 

i 

cS 

5 

'p 

V 

"cS 

•BunjBraKjj 

Cystitis. 

Fistula in Perineo. 

o 

o 

8 

CJ 

‘Eh 

CS 

> 

05 

O 

Lh 

o 

jS 

'cD 

o 

1 

3? 

tH 

P 

o 

1 

CD 

.5 

£ 

& 

fi 

P 

CS 

• rH 

s 

► 

o 

Leucorrhopa. 

Hysteritis. 

Aky ab 

Admitted 

1 * 1 


77 

77 

77 

77 

1 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

71 

77 

77 

Ramrce ... 

Admitted 
it i 

» 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

7? 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

17 

77 

Sandoway . 

Admitted 

J 

75 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

• 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

Rangoon ... 

Admitted 

1 ' J 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 


77 

„ 

- 

77 

77 

- 

77 

Bassein ... 

Admitted 
)K c* 

1 

77 

77 

77 

*7 

77 

77 

7' 

77 

77 

77 

77 

7* 

77 

77 

Henzadah . 

Admitted 

I > » i 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

> 

77 

77 

» 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

7 

77 

Prome 

Admitted V.. 

1 , « t 

77 

77 

77 

77 

I 

77 

77 

77 

” 1 

77 

77 

77 

71 

77 

77 

Thayetmyo. 

Admitted 

Ua 1 

77 

77 

77 

77 

7 

7? 

77 

77 

t 

77 

1 

77 

71 

11 

77 

77 

Myanoung . 

Admitted 

[ K » 

77 

77 

77 

77 

>7 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

7 

77 

3 

\ 

77 

77 

Toungoo ... 

Admitted 

n <d 

| 

77 

77 

7 

77 

»7 

77 

77 

M 

77 

77 

77 

71 

77 

77 

1 

71 

Maulmain . 

Admitted 

1b J 

9 

77 

J 

77 

77 

2 

77 

77 

77 

77 

1 

77 

77 

77 

77 

17 

77 

7* 

Shwegyeen. 

Admitted 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

7 

77 

77 

77 

7 

77 

it 

Tavoy 

Admitted 

Dud 

77 

•7 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

77 

’7 

77 

77 

77 

17 

2 

•7 

77 

77 

77 

Ji 

77 

>1 

Mergui 

Admitted 

Died 

77 

1 

77 

77 

V 

77 

'7 

77 

77 

77 

77 

71 

77 

77 

77 
















Grand Total B. B. 

• 

Admitted 

Dud 

1 

■7 

1 

77 

L 

>7 

8 

1 

77 

77 

77 

'7 

77 

»r 

2 

■»* 

2 

’7 

77 

3 

I 

77 

* 

77 

77 
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1.— -( Continued.) 



Phymosis, 




































DISPENSARIES OP BRITISH 

Class 


Causes of Admissions and Deaths 

Class IV. Class 

Developmental. In- 


Dispensary. 


Grand Total B. B.. 


Total Admissions 
and deaths of 
the year. 


Admitted 

Admitted 

Admitted 

t V 

Admitted 

Admitted 

Admitted 

c 

Admitted V* 

i 

Admitted 

Admitted 

U 

Admitted 

])i * 

Admitted 
\h r 

Admitted 
i> < 

Admitted 
Dj* d 

Admitted 


Admitted 






















































Luxatura. 

Amputation. 


BURMA, 1868 . 
I . — ( Continued ) 


of In door Patients 

y. 


























DISPENSARIES OF BRITISH 

TABIiB 

TABLti shewing the number of Out door Patients treated in each 



.52 L5 ^ 

•■S if = 




Akyab . 
Ramrce . 
Sandoway 


Rangoon 

Promo . 

Bassein . 

rhayetmyo 

Myanoung 

Henzadali 

Toungoo 


0 0 3 4 
0 10 1 
0 <)! 019 


C 0 

0 

0 

7 0 

0 

0 

4 0 

0 

0 



9129 

0 

3 

1 

28 

015 

0 

0 

0 

772 

19 

15241 

0 

0 

2693 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 3 

0 

0 

0 

406 

35 

110 0 

0 

0 

1612 

0 

0 

0 

0 

* 0 0 

0 

0 

0 

220 

4 

33 0 

0 

0 

2052 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

295 

16 

224 0 

0 

0 

2409 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

499 

0 

0 0 

0 , 

0 

971 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

338 

0 

0 0 

0 

14 

3107 

0 

; 

1 0 

0 

0 

0 0 

°! 

1 0 


1069 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 



7153 0 0 1 14 579 


Grand Total J 82,060 3 4 4 42 5 



48 015 0 
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or Out doob Ruinn. 
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DISPENSARIES OffBWgjSSHi 


Causes of Adkis*|oi(» 4*0 Da**HS 


* 

Class I. Zymotic Di8J£A3JSs. — tfContd.) CtAis II r - 

e > 



























































& t Podagra. 












































DISPENSARIES OF BJH338H 





Causes of Admissions and Deaths 

• 

0 

Class III* 


Nervous — ( Continued .) | 

0 Circula. 



Epistaxis. 

























































Hypertrophy Cordis 
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-A >*■ 




HjWWfuyii 


OF Oo$C DOOB PATIBOTB. 


Local Sb^basss. — (Continued.) 
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Causes of Admissions and'DfathS 



Prolapsis in Ano, 
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BURMA, 1868 . 

II. — ( Continued .) 

r»F Ottt door Patients. 











































DISPENSARIES OF BRITISH BURMA, 1868 . 

Table II. — ( Continued .) 

TABLE shewing the number of Out door patients treated in each Dispensary and the causes of 
Admissions and Deaths . 

Causes of Admissions and Deaths of Out door Patients 
Class V. Injuries. — ( Continued.) 


Dispensary. 


Jfcainree . 


* 4 % 

.Q oj qj 

5 ? S 

o S o 
‘5 S O 
pu k ; 


o o o o o o o c 

0 0 0 « 0, o| 0| 
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COMMISSI ONERS' 


AUD 


MEDICAL OFFICERS’ REPORTS. , 



REPORT 


OK 


HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES, 


FOR 


1868. 


ARA&AN DIVISION. 


From Lieutenant Colonel J. F. J. Stevenson, Commissioner of Arakan, to 
the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, British Burma, Rangoon, No. I £4, 
Miscellaneous, dated Akyab 14th July 1869. 

I have the honour to submit for the information of the 

— 1 Chief Commissioner of British Burma, 

my Report *on Hospitals and Dispensa- 
ries for the year 1868 together with the papers annexed! 

AKYAB. 

2. The report (dated the 1st January 1869, received on 
the 28th May last) is by Baboo Deno Nath Doss, Sub- As- 
sistant Surgeon, the resident Medical Officer, countersigned 
by the Officiating Civil Surgeon, Dr. J, W. Mountjoy, and .w* 
generally satisfactory. Mr. Deno Nath Dess resides near t&a 
principal (I may say the only) Dispensary, and gives it hie 
close and careful attention. I have always found him 
thoroughly acquainted with the history and condition of the 
cases under his charge in the Hospital, 

8. The present Dispensary is as has been previo usly 
stated at some distance from the Town (three quarters of* 
mile)' and consequently is not so freely resorted to* as might 
otherwise be expected The Branch Dispensary at the Ju&ms 
K halee has been completed, but the Cyclone of the 13th No- 
vember injured it, and it will require to be repaired before it , 
wUl be<put*fjt for use. (ti 

x Re working. basnet cotmhenced as yet that is, up to clsee. 
of yeas of report, though it is reported that European, |f@di- 
c*8*3 tarn a- Native Doctor to 

it have arrived from Calcutta, * V 



2 REPORT ON HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES- — 1868. 

4, l ^£m following id the number of patientstreAted in tfcjR 
Hospital during the year under review. !. * f « .... 



Remaining. 


shewing a very satisfactory result. — 

5. The number of indoor Native patients is really not 
very small fop a Town in British Burma containing less than 
16,000 fixed residents. ( . 

' It is well know that ore system of medical treatment nuJjti 


ravi Vi 


3 1* i ti -m I iM » # * i T -mh* i M m /Cm*' «' » * *1 ■ "-7 A 


in an Eagliah hospital, appears to be particularly irksome to 
them, and the strictness of our System of diet net less so, to a 
people notoriously so careless and self indulgent in this res- 

1 , » » *» 7 r 

■>* 6. A total of 2,0i4 out patients is satisfactory, and the 
























AJRAKAH DIVISION. >t J $ ! 

v J 

di&on and arratog^aftenrts. The building which is' a v&Qjrton - , 
table one, the beading and clothing of the sick «e.a»i&3'Ss*^r* 
clean. - I have 1 neror-aeard a-eoaa^laint that did not-tonrdjt 
frivolous, or .groundless upon enquiry. ; % 

8. The* following statement exhibits the receipts and die* 
bursementa of the year# 

ruKam-rs. * , • * 

^ Government donations ... Rs. 8,405-12-8, 

Port Fund Allowance 1,440- 0-0. 

Donations and Receipts from patients ... „ 908- 2-8# 

Total B* 5,748-14-14. >'.<* 
"""" ' ” '' l 


* Establishment ... 
Bazaar Medicines &o. 
Dieting patients ... 


P ia gQ BSBMBM TS. 

Be 4,848-12-8. 

... ... ,) 578— 8*8. 

— dan *■* m r* 


1,262*15-6. 


Total Be 6,688- .4- 8. . . 

10. It is much to be regretted as I have more than once* 

A* 1 X T A— ±* 



uimatisfactory, when it is seen that our future prospects kfoga/ 
had. Akyab has recently suffered so mneh feem tosses by 
tie disease, damage done by the <jy clone' of 18th' Heve&htit$ 
Ste, recent depression in the Bice Trade and* thq' etf&esiMl 
ments of a Treasurer of the Bank of Bengal/ nritd has •'afedooMted/ 
that we Certainly cannot expect the inhabitants - tb^esftofctft, 
at present to Our calls upon their liberality. 

- U 1 have had/the^honour lately to : 

subject, “When If stated that it* would contame co receive my 
a^iyion/^npd tbattbl should reqttetdt t^ ^new- H’dl^tal'com- 
roittteer«hen ’ formed* to direct theirbftcwrts tothel 

J-vii »*#*. # \ *>J t :< >,** ,•#«, • ' /*#• '* 

* ' * ** »r»*H 

xtqxjx mtoa * 

>*• r , t ' t */ $ 

Jft K ca¥efiiIly administered 

'«<» experienced and xealous^CK, : 

1 * . - * *■ - ’• 



r * * 
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REPORT ON HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES 1868. 


12. The number of patients treated at this Dispensary 
'will be seen from the statement given below. 



Out Door 

In Door Pa- 

Total. 


Patients* 

tients. 

1868 r 

559. 

186. 

« 

748. 


Of these 730 were cured and discharged, 8 died, and 10 re- 
mained on the sick list. 


The little Town of Kyouk Phyoo contains only about 
3,700 people, and the numbers here shewn are not unsatis- 
fhctory. 

13. The total expenses of the year were Rs. 1,913-12-9, 
the receipts having been Us. 2,323-8-2, there was a balance in 
hand of Its. 409-11-5. 

14. I quote the following extract from Mr. Thomas’ 
report : — 

“Since last year we have been receiving donations and 
“subscriptions monthly for the Dispensary, and at the end of 
“the year, we have had a clear balance in our favour after pay- 
“ing Rs. 150-8-4 for various charges, a ’Sum of Rs. 409-11-5 
“deposited in the Government Treasury. This for a small 
“place like ours is very creditable I think, and besides I may 
“add, a similar attempt at collecting subscriptions had never 
“been tried before.” ° 

SA&DOWAT. 

15. This Dispensary is entirely supported by Govern- 
or. pyster'a report dated 7th ment which pays for the Establishment, 

Apm im». ^ dieting pauper patients, and for contin- 

gencies. The contributions by the Public amounted to Rs. 
31-8-0 during the year. 


16. The following statement shews the number of pa- 
tients treated in this Dispensary. 



Out Door 

In Door Pa- 

Total. 


Patients. 

tients. 

1868 

WR3ML 

81* 

827a 


Of whom 294 weye discharged cured. 


17* Dr. Pyster’a report has been careftiliy drawn up and 
evinces a very zealous and intelligent interest in his duties, to 
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which I can personally bear testimony from examination and 
inspection. 

I wish to draw particular attention to the history he gives 
in his report of two very dangerous indoor cases treated by 
him during the year, viz : one of concussion of the brain, end 
the other of injuries by a ’Tiger. The result df these two 
cases, the latter of which appears to have been what I may 
call a desperate one, clearly shews the skill and unremitting 
care with which they must have been treated by Dr. Pyster. 

He is obviously well acquainted with the character and 
course of the diseases of the country. 

One point of his experience will no doubt attract atten- 
tion. I refer to the occasional in§fficacy of Quinine. I may 
perhaps venture to add my corroboration from personal obser- 
vation in Burma, of this fact. 

18. The following are his remarks on the Finances : — 

“ At the close of last year a balance of Bs. 120-10-0 was 
“ in deposit in the Treasury, and to the credit of the Dispen- 
“ sary Fund ; Rs. 31-8-0 were received this year by subscrip-. 
“ tions and donations, making a total of Rs. 153-2-0. 

“ The sum of Rs. 39-12-0 were expended for materials 
" purchased for repairs of Dispensary and a Table and Chair, 
rt leaving a balance of Rs. 93-6-0.” 

19. In a poor little Town ofi»some 1275 inhabitants we 
have nothing to expect I fear frgm private liberality, especi- 
ally as the English system of medicine is no more popular 
here than elsewhere in Burma. 


ANNUAL SANITABY BEPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT DISPEN- 
SARY AND SEAMAN’S HOSPITAL AT AKYAB FOB THE YEAR 
ENDING 31st DECEMBER 1868. 

The Returns for the year under consideration, comprise 
In door European Patients, Native In door Patients, Out door 
Patients, Account Current with the Treasury, Statement shew- 
ing sources of Income and Expenditure and the Statement of 
the amount of Donations and subscriptions from private Indi- 
viduals towards the support of the Institution. 

In forwarding the accompanying Returns of the General 
and Seaman’s Hospital, and the Charitable Dispensary attach- 
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REPORT ON HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES — 1868. 

ed to it, I have much pleasure to state that the working of 
the Institution has been satisfactory. The Out door Dispen- 
sary being situated far away from the heart of the town, and 
the labouring coolies, who come in crowds from Chittagong, 
during the rice season and who are naturally averse to take 
English medicines, it cannot Be expected that it will be 
largely attended. . 

The Branch Charitable Dispensary in the Town was com- 
pleted, but the cyclone of the 13th November 1868, caused 
damages to it, so that some repairs will be necessary, before it 
will be quite fit for use. Its working has not commenced as 
jfet, though European medicines and Instruments, and a Native 
Doctor to take charge of it, have arrived from Calcutta. 

The Dispensary is very conveniently situated and well 
ventilated, but the building is very high for Out door Pa- 
tients, weak and emaciated. 

The following is the tabular statement of the number of 
Patients treated in the General and Seaman’s Hospital as it 
will also be seen by a reference to the Returns. 

European In door Patient 8. \Native In door Patients Out door Patients. 

Remaining 0 Remaining 17 Remaining 21 

Admitted 85 Admitted 447 Admitted 2044 

Total 85 Total 464 Total 2065 

Cured 80 Cured 407 Cured 1818 

Died 2 Ceased to attend.. 7 Relieved 88 

Remaining 3 Died.* 30 No Better 5 

Remaining 20 eased to attend.., 188 

v Died 0 

Remaining 21 

The European portion of Patients both pauper and pay- 
ing is principally derived from ships British or Foreign, which 
visit the Port during the rice season, and their number varies 
according to that of the ships visiting and the prevalence of 
disease. 

Although the number of Out door Patients is much le$s 
than that of other Dispensaries in Bengal and North Western 
Provinces, yet the fact of inducing 2044 Individuals, consi- 
dering the paucity of the population and the adverse circum- 
stances under which they labour, in coming from a great dis- 
tance, amidst the heavy torrents of continual rain ,for nearly 
half of the year, evinces that the Charitable Dispensary upholds 
its character fte a* very useful Institution. 

There has been no epidemic visitation of Cholera, Small 
Pox, or Fever during the year. Out of 2576 admissions in- 
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eluding both the Oat door and In door Patients 971 were Fever 
83 Dysentery, 137 Diarrhoea, 3 Cholera, 147 Hypertrophy of 
the Spleen, 232 Venereal diseases, 112 Chest complaints and 
105 Hheumatic affections. * 

There are also the prevailing diseases of the country. 
All the Cholera cases were cured. They were severe, charac- 
terized by vpmiting, purging, early prostration of strength, 
pulselessness and obstinate suppression of urine with cadave- 
rous countenance. The subjects of the disease were the Na- 
tives, of whom one was^a beggar woman from Herat. 

Fever in this country is often of an intermittent character 
and is easily amenable to treatment. A dose of opening me- 
dicine to clear out the bowels followed by a largo dose of Qui- 
nine often puts a stop to the paroxysm. Pulv : Cinchona, Atees 
and Arsenic have often been used, but they take a much longer 
time to cure than Quinine. Solid opium or any other prepa- 
ration of it, generally acts as a very efficient substitute for 
Quinine. When the common intermittent fever is neglected 
or maltreated, it passes into a dangerous remittent or typhoid 
type. It must be observed that although the fever is generally* 
of an ephemeral character, yet it attacks a sojourner from 
Bengal and North Western Provinces often. No stranger es- 
capes the constant attacks of it. He has to wage a constant 
struggle against this miasmatic ailment. The intolerable 
aching pain that accompanies the disorder breaks and batters 
the constitution of the most robugt and healthy. Passing a- 
long the strand road in the evening, I ain struck how with a 
tidal river flowing along side of the Town with the exhilara- 
ting sea breeze, it could be so rife with fever. Dysentery and 
Diarrhoea occurred mostly during the rains and proved most in- 
tractable. 

There have been altogether 32 deaths during the period 
uftder review, eleven died from Dysentery. They wero ad- 
mitted at a time when the disease was hopeless, or when it 
was compheated with some other disease, which had already 
enervated the constitution in the extreme, three died from Tu- 
bercnlar consumption of, the Lungs, one from Laryngitis, one 
from, Jdiopathio tetanus, five from dropsies ( Ascites and Ana* 
sarca), connected with the disease of the heart and kidneys, 
one from the inflammation of the bowels, one from renal and 
another from lumbar abscess, two from ulcers of a sloughing^ 
phagcedenic character, four from atrophia brought on by opium 
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eating and starvation, and one from Gunshot wound of the face 
fearfully lacerating the soft parts and breaking the bones. 
This accident was produced by a ship mate upon another 
mate. • 

s and Expenditure have been shown in the accom- 
panying account current with the Treasury. 

The only income we had is from European and Native pay- 
ing Patients. Subscriptions or Donations have not been receiv 
ed more than 21 Rupees during the past year. 

From the paying Patients Rs. 16'3-2-0,have not been re- 
alized, and I see there is no chance of realizing the amount ex- 
cept Its. 17-4, which are due from the Government Telegraph 
Department, I had presented the bill for the amount to the 
Superintendent Telegraph Department but to no effect. Ru- 
pees 64-6-0, are also due from the same Department but the 
debtor is dismissed from the service and therefore they cannot 
be paid. Rupees 72 were due from a patient who died in the 
Hospital. The romainder Rupees 12-8-0, were due from 
Captains of ships. 

The expenditure for dieting European pauper Patients a- 
mounts to Rs. 335-15-0. If Captains bo charged from 30 to 
1 00 Rupees according to the nature of the complaints of the 
sailors left in tho Hospital by them at the time of their quit- 
ting the port, then Government will not incur the expense of 
feeding them. 

The sum received from paying patients is credited to the 
Dispensary Fund from which all the expenses incurred on ac- 
count of them are paid monthly. 

The Port fund is debited with Rupees 1440 annually, on 
account of the pay of the Servants. 

The actual cost to Government is Rupees 5,548-4-8. 

This will be observed in the Statement below : — 

The whole expenditure of the Hospital is ... Rs. 7,891 6 11 

Deduct fees from paying patients „ 882 2 3 

Rs. 7,009 4 8 

Deduct the amount from private contributions „ 21 0 0 

. Rs. 6,988 4 8 

Deduct Rdft Fund ^llowampe ... * „ 1,440 0 0. 

Rs. 5,548 4 8 



AS * &m neroo. 

■ The fUnd is imiina fitmnshing sta*& BalaBC»*iljhl«fed 167 
the 31st December L$«8, l« Bapees'2,69#12-5, agahv'i 
4,387-8-4, of the ccarasponding date oftthe same moRthof 1®## 
year 1887* v * »• U** 

Although the Dispensary Fond account iimb MM . 
regularly every month to the Accountant General, ye* ext the t 
11th Ajugust 1$68, Mr. Hind, Assistant Ckmmita&mcr in 
charge of “Local Funds, under instructions received frbmihat 
officer directed us to correct the opening balance of the 

S ot* from Bs. 4,086-4-4* which were shown, in our account to 
to been ih hand on Jhe 1st April 18$8, into Bupeeo, 
3,911*12-5. Hence the balance on the 31st Dpwmber IWwjJff 
much less than what it should otherwise have been. An ex- 


planation was asked by the Dispensary Committee for this Ask* 
duction, hut no answer from the Accountant General has come ’ 

* - (Sa> 


to us. 


Aktab, ) 

1st January 1869. ) 


DENO NATH DOSS, 
Sub-Assistant Surgeon. 


/ U* 


ANNUAL REPORT OP THE CHARITABLE DISPENSARY . 

AND HOSPITAL AX KYOITK ^HYOO, FOR 1848. , ,*U 

In submitting the following short narrative ielatfye tbl 
the working of the Charitable Dispensary and’Hospitsill^®^ 
I have to note that we have had altogether 748 casetfhftd&f ‘ 
treatment during the year, of this number 730 were cured gad * ‘ 
discharged, 8 died and 10 remained on the sick .Bat With 
reference to casualties during the past year,we 1 havereasons • 
to he gratified that they vrere so small. The deaths which 
topk pace were from the following oapBps s~- * 


* .Fever , 


**4 




a** 


• as 
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ooeitedintbe i Cteronimenfc Treasury. , This ^!R,r«x3p«JM|>Iaco 
like ours *» v$*ys eredifcaWte I think* and besides I nfcayadda 
similar .* attempt at collecting subscriptions bad. never been 
tried before, with reference to the several poiote-' which 
were.flwelt upon in my former pepqrt, X am glad to say, have 
.qPtCppefuAy and effectually been carrfeff cuf, except ho 
ratine has been made for the sick as yet, 0 and seeing that the 
people appear to appreciate and approve qf . opr JSffedical ser- 



be made by which we might be able P to have a mnaff .building 
Tor the reception of the Out door daily patient©. 

The past year's record shew that we have had a very 
_ _ small number of successful cases of vac- 

* on ‘ cmatien. It is indeed a matter of deep 

solicitude and no little anxiety on the part of a medical man 
in observing that do what he will, yet the stolid ignorancaand 
the perverted reasoning of the poor as well as the rich, will 
not take into consideration, the disinterestedness of the Go- 
vernment in preferring the great boon to humanity, in avail- 
ing themselves of the paramount advantages thus brought to 
their very doors as it were. In spite of every obstacle and op- 
position however, the Deputy Commissioner here very kindly 
came forward and offered his aid. This season permitted to 
be sent with, him a qualified vaccinator, so that his presence 
m^ht influence villagers |o allow their children to be vaccina- 

DlSEASBS. 

' Nothing deserving of remark©. 

" Epidemic. 

Sappily we have nothing to report upon. , 

Surgical Instruments &c. 

»< In good condition, and the books kept up ? to date; the 
^conduct of subordinates very good. 


y* 



“VU‘ 


fenl ALEX : 




a A 





~ ■ fforthe first two- months 

ed in a small Hospital within the GaOl premises, imt ^ afa ^- 
March they were received intiptend tr eatedatihe -'DispeaBaryi; 
Though theattehdaneehste much increased*.. andfeomparative- 
ly speaking, mudhlarger thm in formeryears/TyOtit is^ot 
what' it ought to he. '. This l ean only attribute totheapathy 
ofthfe people and the -dii-inclination tojeave their houses apd 


bK'ba iuoUrahtp^S^Oeased to ai^ih»$lmd^hidis^»'.;?y '- 

- '<■ TTVift T n fcn+i A«+ja ttrnd*fl”1 rtT- f hfof i«Wvitt>T» J7 K'- ' iiui ^ai 


died. '• '••; '' 

The total number treated was 3^? against 
ceding year. The only casualty jEron^ahmi^^/lplJl^^^l^f 
patients occurred from Itysentery. ; . the ffetient a child two ; 

years old and had suffered from the disease p.earl^’tWoxin^Aiy^. 
When brought for treatment: 401^ c-jc- 

hausted and died within M *'h '\ ^'Vv - . 


i! ' Of the,. 




» amongst |ho Ih patients, ^jraej^ef 
‘feeflitsipn '$*:$«£ 


ms 


ti* v ry* if* 1 5 


R&QJU&S&af »ih5i^iihjO^©nS3lm*l?35 , (SHiS!£!^i^ 


WmmmMmwim 

gNajtf; H ts QwJfcSjl a | r Z) «‘lfi fcfjy, ijtinaf *jfcX T 2[»} 
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curred amongst children; this is attributed to the want of pro- 
per clothing , to guard against atmospheric vicissitudes. In- 
termittent Fevers principally prevail during the cold weather 
though this disease is chiefly attributed to the influence of 
malaria, exposure to cold also in a great measure contributes 
towards it. Hooping cough also occurred amongst children, 
epidemically, in the early part of the year.* Scabies happened 
to be a prevailing disease both amongst adults and children. 
It was confined to one fishing village opposite Sandoway. 
Amongst the In patients the largest , number treated was for 
Fevers, next in frequency was Dyspepsia, but few eases, 
amongst the whole, deserve a passing notice. \ 

The Intermittent Fevers prevalent during the year ufere 
severe in character. The cold stage was severe and of long 
duration and was succeeded by intense heat of skin and cere- 
bral excitement, the digestive organs were, also much derang- 
ed and the fever was obstinatPto treatment and relapses in 
some were frequent. Quinine failed very often as an antipe- 
rioglic, whilst Arsenic was used with success. 

The ease of Anchyloses . — It was that of the first joint of 
the big toe of the left foot. The toe was so distorted that 
progression was difficult. The only relief was amputation at 
the inetatarso-phalangeal articulation which was accordingly 
performed by the oval method. The fatal case of Bum oc- 
curred in a child two years old. Her clothes accidentally 
took fire and she was burnt from the hips up to the neck, the 
cuticle was entirely destroyed and the cutes also under the 
axilla to some extent. She was cold, shivering and collapsed 
when brought in; stimulants with opium were administered but 
she was wild and restless during the night, and after thirty 
hours and before reaction could properly set in, she suddenly 
expired. 

Concussion of Brain. — The subject of this case was a 
young Bakhine who was struck on the head with a heavy 
stick. He was rendered insensible by the blow and remain- 
ed so for many hours ; a few days after, he was 'brought Into 
Hospital with symptoms of Encephalitis. He 1 Was treated 
actively. Free leeching and oold application WO head. 
Orotonpurg^nad Mercury to salivation; after nearly k m&irih 
he left the quite well. - \ w .*• . ** * * 

Tiger hii^ t*-*A wtttd&fc aged Bengalee vwmftNr feifc- 
and laceratccr by a TigCr, the injuries were priAelpjdjy non- 
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fined to the right lower extremity, extending from thb »# • 
die of the thigh to the sole of the foot. Skin, km~ 

dons and muscles 'were all more or less torn and divided,' and 
amongst others he had three large and deep -wounds in the 
vicinity of the knee joint implicating that joint. The wounds 
as were expected sloughed to a great extent, and on the third 
morning he had high fever with great >pain, swelling and heat 
of the joint, and spasmodic jerking of the limb. It was im- 
possible from the lacerated condition of the limb to place it in 
splints, but it was supported and kept in position by sand bogs 
and pillows. From the , very onset of the treatment Calomel 
and Opium were administered, and since decided inflamma- 
tion, of the joint had set in, leeches and cold irrigation were 
used in addition, and the mercury pushed on to salivation. 
But notwithstanding all these means, suppuration did ensue, 
and the Fever changing from inflammatory to the Hectic 
form. By a counter opening the collected and collecting mat- 
ter was allowed to escape and the patient supported by Beef 
tea, and stimulants and Bark and Quinine, and Opium neces- 
sarily. He left the Hospital after a period of nearly three • 
months quite well but with the knee joint anchylosed. 

Shark bite . — Whilst this man was pursuing his usual 
avocation, (a fisherman by profession) in' the Sea, a Shark 
happened to carry away the muscles of the back of his left 
leg close from the bones, and frorfl immediately below the 
knee to within three inches of the heel. This large dhound 
sloughed to a certain extent and ultimately 'granulated slightly 
and cicatrized, leaving a gap of course and with “small power 
of progression. 

Ihe fatal case of poisoning . — The subject was a mad. man 
drugged with Dhatura by some unknown person. He was 
brought into Hospital some 24 or 36 hours after he had par- 
taken of the drugged food. He was in a hopeless condition 
when brought in and. died twelve hours after. 

4 J ^mawps.-^At , the close of last year a balance of 
Bs, Was in deposit in the Treasury and to the credit 

of. jfche,Bispen|«M^ Fund. Kb. 31-8-0, were received this yefet 
by subscriptions end donations making a total of Rs. 153-Sbp., ? 

The sum of Sfe,, 59-12-0, were expended for material p««- 
*fchased ac«.^^airs l of>- Dispensary and a table and ch«tr,.{feaving 
a bfclahee'mdm 98-fr-O. » »" a* t. > 
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Conduct of Establishment *--- The Native Doctor Slunk 
Imdad Hoseein, is careless-in tbs discharge of his duties. The 
servants work cheerfully. 

. (Sd.) 0. E. PYSTER, 

Civil Medical Officer. 
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PEGU DIVISION. 


From the Commissioner of Pegu, to the Assistant Secretary to the Chief 
Commissioner, British Burma, No. 154, Foreign Department, G ener al 
dated Rangoon 26th* June 1869. " 

I have the honour to submit the Divisional Report on Hos- 
pitals and Dispensaries for the Calendar year 1868 accom- 
panied with the following Statements : — 

Return of In door •and Out door Patients. . 

Statement'of amount of Donations and subscriptions from 
private persons daring the year. 

2. The Reports and Statements from the several Civil 
Dispensaries are also sent up as below : — 
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3. The following were the dates on which the Beturns 
of In door and Out door Patients with the diseases they were 
treated for, were despatched and received. 


Dispensary. 

■ 

Return of European Medicines. 

Date of Re- 
turn. 

Received. 

Date of Re- 
turn. 

Received. 

Rangoon 

16th March 

X9th April 



Vide letter dated 14th May, stating 
inability to furnish. 

< 

Bassein 

3rd, 6th May 
with letter 
6th May 

10th May 

6th May 

10th 

Henzadah ... 

20th April... 

31st May 

4th April 

31st May. 

Myanotmg . . . 



26th April 

3rd May. 

Prome 

With the re- 
port 

17th March 

21st April 

1st April 

29th April. 

) 

Thayetmyo.. . 

12th May..... 

J une 

1st June 

> June. 

Toungoo 

29th April... 

6th May 

29 th April 

jsth May. 


4. From the above crates, the reason will be observed, 

why a Report that should have been made up on the 28th 
February has been so much behind its time. . 

5. The Return of European Medicines for Rangoon is 
blank. The Return of In door and Out door patients for the 
Myanoung Dispensary is copied from the Statistical Returns, 
which go up with another Report. 

6. The following have been the Medical Officers in 
charge of the several Civil Dispensaries during the. year : — 
liangom.-^SiiTgeon Heffeman with Sub- Assistant Surgeon 

Bnattercharjee as resident Medical Officer. 

Bassein. — Mr. A. Callaway Nisbet, M. R. C. S. 

Hewzadah . — Native Doctor (Shaik Abdool Hakeem.) 
Myanotmg. — Mr. P. G. Paul. 

Bronte.-^ Mr. Kennett McDonald. 

Thayetmyo.-^-A^sbmt Surgeon Rickard. 

Ttnipgoo . — Assistant Surgeon Parker. 
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7. The Dispensary at Rangoon is by far the largest of 
any in the Division. 

The admissions of the year compared with the previous 
one were 



The amount of good done by this Dispensary may be* 
imagined from the Return of Patients discharged as perfectly 
cured during the year viz : — 

In door 618 
Out door 9,048 

Total 9,GGG 

The population of the Town of Rangoon according to last 
Statement submitted being 72,675. 

8. The Hospital and Dispensafy are mainly supported 
by the Government which gives tlici services of a Superinten- 
ding Civil Surgeon, a Resident Sub- Assistant Surgeon and a 
Native Doctor, besides paying several of the Hospital ser- 
vants. 

9. The subscriptions and donations during the year 
have been only Rs. 1438-8. 

10. The Civil Surgeon’s Report chiefly consists of a 
complaint that the Hospital is neglected by the Government, 
both in the way of giving a suitable building and also in sanc- 
tioning an increased establishment of Hospital servants. 

Hans and Estimates for the former of these have been 
a since sent up — vide the letter noted in the 

no. 26 Gon?rai. * margin. 

»7th aumbry, law. Tlae latter has formed the subject of very- 

voluminous correspondence, but it is now hoped to be in a fair 
way to obtain favorable consideration. 

11. . The management of the domestic economy, and Ac- 
counts of the Dispensary is controlled by a Committee which 
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assembles once a month, when all matters deserving especial 
notice are laid before it, by the Civil Surgeon as Secretary, 
who corresponds with the Divisional and Provincial Authori- 
ties through the Ex-Officio President, who is the Deputy 
Commissioner of the District. , 

12. The publication of the minutes 9 f the Proceedings in 
the Local Papers serves to keep alivo an interest in the insti- 
tution, which the Civil Surgeon 1 observe is fearful of having 
lost. 

1% With the new Hospital building and with a little 
, more help from Government in the. way of Hospital servants, 
this Institution promises notwithstanding the gloomy forebod- 
ings of Mr. lleffernan, to bo one of the greatest blessing 
the Town possesses. 

+ 14. It is a matter of much regret however to mo to find 

that the subscriptions and donations received from the Asiatic 
portion of the community are comparatively small. 

There are many rich Native Merchants here of all coun- 
tries and creeds, whose charily couhl well be bestowed towards 
providing for the relief of the poor who require to seek Medi- 
cal aid at the Hospital and Dispensary. 

BASSEIN- 

15. The Eeturn of In and Out door patients and of dis- 
eases are somewhat different in form to those submitted 
by the other Medical oncers. The attention of the Civil 
Surgeon is called to this, and to the form prescribed being 
attended to in future. 

16. The total number of persons under treatment were 

In door 1 1 2 
Out door 1637 


Total. ..1740 

iuclusive of old pending cases, which is about 440 more than 
in the previous official year. 

1 030 of these were discharged as cured, while 233 were 
“ relieved” that is to say, though not cured had their sufferings 
made lighter for them to bear. 

17. There is a Committee of management for this Dis- 
pensary also. , A printed set of the rules under which it works, 
is sent up with Mr. Nisbet’s report. 
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18. The subscriptions and donations amount to Rs, 1,08P 
for the year, just 90 Rupees per month. 

Bassein is a seaport, and the generous support of the In- 
stitution, is in fact a necessity. * 

19. The Dispensary here is in charge of a Native Doc- 

tor (Abdool Hakeem.) llis report is a brief one. There is 
accommodation in the building for In door patients, but owing 
to the want of proper Medical attendants, such are not regu- 
larly received. * 

20. There were 95? Outpatients — but the detailed re ; 
suits of their treatment has not been given, no subscriptions 
or donations appear to have been received for this Dispensary. 

21. The Native Doctor has besides his Report, sent up 
a separate medical report on the Town. and suburbs of Hen- 
zadah. This is attached. 

Henzadali is a large Town and it is hoped that the 
retransfer of the District Head Quarters to it, will place the 
Dispensary and Hospitals here in a more thriving condition 
than at present. 

MYANOUNG. 

22. A lengthy report by Mr. P. G. Paul is sent up. 
This refers chiefly to the various Icings of sickness, with their 
treatment in Hospital. No rotm*n of fn door and Out door 
patients lias been received from thfs Dispensary for the Lo- 
cal Report., what is given, is from the Statistical Returns. 

142 Inpatients and 2292 Out door- -Total 2434 persons 
were treated — the number for 1867-68 having been 134 + 

1 536 = 1670 persons. 

Nearly all of those admitted viz : 2,401 were dismissed 
“ cured. ” 

23. The subscriptions to tho Institution were only 
Rs. 616-8, of which the native portion of the community con- 
tributed Rs. 100-8. 

24. Th'e Dispensary is in fair working order, rod on the 
change of the Deputy Commissioner to Henzadali will start 
under favourable circumstances on its new footing b charge of 
a Native Doctor. 
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»• PKOME. 


♦ 

In door. 

« 

Out door. 

Total. 

Previous year. 

114 

. 1,549 

1,663 

1868. 

117 

2,706 

2,823 

Increase... 

3 

1,157 

1,160 


26. The subscriptions ami donations being Rs.557-12. 


, 37. An interesting Report has been sent up by Dr. 

Kennctt McDonald, which will be found amongst the annex- 
ures. 

28. There is a JDispensary Committee which sits occa- 
sionally and sends up its Proceedings, at present of the 
smallest. 

29. The Thayetmyo Dispensary is near a Military sta- 
tion, the Head Quarters of a Brigadier General. 


30. The attendance at the Dispensary is in proportion 
to the population of the Town comparatively large. — It was 


In door 
Out door 

217 1 

207* j 

Total 


Former year Indoor 

113 I 



* Out door 

101GP j 

Increase 

1132 


or nearly double. 

31. The subscriptions and donations however were very 
small, only Rupees 282. The Report for the year was sent 
up by Dr. McCallum, who succeeded Assistant Surgoon 
Rickard. 

toungoo. 

32. This also is a station close to a Military Can- 
tonmont. 

33. The relief afforded in 18G8 was to 

311 In pnlients and 
3,202 Put patients. 


Total.. 3,513 
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VVliile the previous Annual Return shewed 

323 In patients. 

2,692 Out patients. 

Total.. .3,015 

The increase being neafly 500. • 

34. The contributions from private resources amount to 
Rupees 647. The Report was drawn up by Major McMahon, 
the Deputy Commissioner. 

35. The Gcnorah Dispensaries were all .visited by mo 
during tho year except that^t Toungoo. 

36. I have no remarks to add to those that will l>o 
found in the reports which are herewith sent up, further than 
that I think the Medical Officers both at Rangoon and also at 
out-stations should use every endeavour to excite the sym- 
pathy and benevolence of the Native community at largo and 
induce them to contribute towards making the several Chari- 
table Dispensaries and Hospitals more extensively useful than 
they are ever now. 

REPORT ON THE RANGOON GENERAL DISPENSARY FOR 
THE OFFICIAL YEAR 1868-69. 

1. During tho year under review the number of patients 

treated was 10,250, of which 817 were In door and 9433 were 
Out door patients. * 

In patients. 

2. Of the Indoor patients 18 cases wore Small pox, 84 
A guo, 1 5 Remittent Fever, 5 Cholera, 5 Erysipelas, 1 5 A cuto 
Rheumatism, 11 Chronic Rheumatism, 37 Primary Syphilis, 
88 Secondary Syphilis, 2 Scrofula, 14 Phthisis Pulrnon : 4 
Scurvy, 5 Anccmia, 1 6 General Dropsy, 6 Meningitis, 6 Para- 
lysis, 1 Neuralgia, 4 Paraplegia, 2 Mania, 3 Hemiplegia, 1 
Tarsal Ophthalmia, 1 Valvular disease of the Heart, 2 Hyper- 
trophia, 6 Bronchitis, 3 Asthma, 6 Pneumonia, l Pulmonary 
Extravasation, 2 Tonsillitis, 8 Dyspepsia, 65 Dysentery, 14 
I^iarrhcea, 5 Hernia, 4 Colic, 6 Hoemorrlioids, 18 Hepatitis, 
1 Jaundice, 1 Bright’s disease, 1 Nephritis, 8 Gonorrhoea, 
6 Bubo, 3 Stricture of tho Urethra, 2 Orchitis, 1 Caries, 
4 Acute Synovitis, 2 Abscess, 1 Eczema, 60 Ulcer, 4 Itch, 
86 General debility, 7 Poisons, 13 Delirium Tremens, I Snake 
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bite, 5 Barns and Scalds, 28 Contusion, 5 Concussion of the 
Brain, 30 Fracture, 04 Wounds and 1 Amputation. 

()*d pafimts. 

Of the Out door patients ! Case was Small pox, 29 Mea- 
sles, 12 Simple Continued lev or, 22 Febricula, 710 Ague, 18 
Remittent finer, 47 Erysipelas, VS Pyaemia, 4 84 Acute Rheu- 
matism, 93 Chronic Rheumatism, 54 Muscular Rheumatism, 
366 Primary Syphilis 219 Secondary Syphilis, 74 Scrofula, 
49 Phthisis Pulnion 22 Scurvy, 58 Anaemia, 19 General 
Dropsy, ij Apoplexy, 42 Paralysis, 1 54 Neuralgia, 10 Pa- 
X’aplegia, 1 Muni i, 31 1 lomiplcgia, * 105 Ophthalmia, 58 
Tvllanimaliou of ilio h< mbiane^t tLe Tympanum, 9 Valvu- 
lar disx a-*e ol tlio iUart, 29 Hypertrophy of Heart, 295 
Bronchitis, 3G Axthim, 31 Pneumonia, 7 Pulmonary Extrava- 
sation, 8 Anthrax, 4G fondllitis, G Gastritis, 227 Dyspepsia, 
202 l)\s(*ntei v, 10 1 ! Murrho?:i, 7 Hernia, 2G0 Colic, 313 As- 
caries Bumbid-onlc-, vpj Constipation, 3G Hcmnori lioids, 271 
Hepatitis, 9 .J.um h t\ G l\ litouitis, G9 Ascites, 9 Bright's 
disc tse, 7 NcpImtB 317 Ccnoulura, 1 M> Bubo, 33 Stricture 
of Urethra, 12 If \ dtocr lo, 6 L OivhiiU, Go Ostitis, 133 Caries, 
21 Synovitis, 2»>8 Abscess, 31 Eczema, 1199 Ulcer, 64 Boils, 
302 Jbdi, 4 5 Guinea Worm, 301 Gen mal Debility, 4 Delirium 
Tremens, 17 Minor Tnjiuie>, 297 Contusions, 8 Concussion of 
Brain, 51 Fia »uio and 3 Is bom Wounds. 

'Phe total numb u* di-chat ;od during the j r ear was 9923 
of which 9 / .cJ \»' .c ruled* and 3a relieved, the number re- 
maining undo tieatment wa^ 129. 

The numlKi* ot\uu among the In door patients is much 
less in proportion to me Out door patients, tlie foimer being 
only 592 out of sl7 whilst the laUor is 9360 out of 9433. 

In compaiibon Aviih the last year there is a decrease of In 
patients and an increase of Out door patients. 

This dcciia e in the number of In patients is due to the 
fact of our ha* in g it due h\ iln* complement of that class of 
patients in the lio-pitul in order to render tlie work of the 
institution lighter to enabl the small sanctioned establish- 
ment to perfonn it, as the Bocal Government would not per- 
mit the entertainment of four Servants recommended by the 
Committee of management as a temporary measure until tlie 
proposed permanent Establishment shall have received the 
sanction of Government. v 

The total number of deaths recorded during the year, is 
163 or seven ip. excess of that for last yoar, the largest num- 
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ber of mortality occurred among the Madras patients from 
starvation. 

Sinall-pox raged epidemically in tlie Suburbs during the 
whole of the official year and caused a mortality of 120 — 18 
cases of the confluent type were under treatment in the Hos- 
pital, out of which 13 were* cured, 4 died and one remained. 
Considering the nature of tlie dioease, it is gratifying to know 
that so many were cured. Hut however until V acciuatiou 
is made compulsory and Inoculation suppressed by law, 
Small-pox will continue to do its o\ il work, and will J am 
afraid lie on the increK.se with the growth of population and 
uncleanliness of tlie town, i # 

Measles weie not so prevalent as they were last year ; 
only 29 cases were treated as Out door patients, and all com- 
pletely recovered. 

Intermittent fevers weie veiy prevalent in the suburban 
quarters ot the Town, about the end of tin lams; 78 1 cases 
were admitted of which five died aim sev^n jk niaincd under 
treatment. There is voiy little probability oi (lus disease be- 
ing altogether eradicated so long as the low swampy and 
marshy localities au not menemd. i Ik* giound should be 
raised and kept free from \og* Lit ion which i now allowed to 
grow and decompose and geiuiule flu 1 disease. 

.Remittent lover m a mild iorm appeared in the said lo- 
calities as did the Intermittent ; 33 sutl< icd from the com- 
plaint but onljr 3 died and the* r< si were cured. Cholera 
broke out in jjotatoung and , » .orng but it was of a 

sporadic character, b individuals *,j, *^ 1 . iioin the complaint 
of whom 3 died and 2 recoveied. * 

13 Cases of Pjamiia occiuied among*-! the wretched 
half starved Madrassec s but fortunately all recovered. 

657 Cases suffered from Rheumatism tlie result of Sy- 
philis. 

1263 Individuals were treated for Syphilitic affections 
Ac., 22 died from the complaint. Act for preventing conta- 
gious disease which wiJl come into u\ * .alum soon, will, it is 
hoped decrease, if it vv.ll not culm n ibis evil. 

8 Died from Phthisis Puimonaii', j *d b j were relieved 
and cured. 

General Dropsy was (lie cause of death of 1 1 persons. 
It also affected 24 other persons Ik sides, hut they were all 
cured. Affections of the Livei m most of those instances * 
were the primary cause* of the complaint. 
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Paralysis seems to be more frequent among the Poon- 
gyees or Burmese Priests, 48 suffered from it but only one 
died. 

Dysenteria and f Diarrhoea are diseases rare among the 
Aborigines of this place. Europeans and other foreigners are 
the principdl sufferers. 381 cases of this disease came under 
treatment, 32 died, 12 remained and 337 cured. 

387 Individuals suffered from Asthenia, most of them 
wore Madras coolies, 325 were cured, 12 remained and 50 
died. 

One capital operation and 44 minhr ones were performed 
with success. 

475 Persons suffered from wounds and injuries, in 8 
cases they proved fatal. 

Hospital Buildings . 

With the exception of the erection of a temporary Small- 
pox ward and another general ward, in addition to one which 
has been existing, nothing else has been done to the .Hospi- 
tal buildings. The Bamboo mat wallipg of the principal 
buildings have been replaced by planks, which is a slight im- 
provement. It is however hoped that the Government of 
India will sanction the erection of a new Hospital suitable to 
the requirements of this flourishing town according to the 
plan recommended by the Local Government. 

Establishment . 

Since my last report there has boon no change in the 
Medical Establishment. First Class Native Doctor Meer 
*Lattafut Aliee is the only permanent Medical Subordinate 
who assists me in the discharge of my duties. He is a very 
hard working and valuable assistant and well deserving of 
promotion. 

Servants . 

As stated in my previous reports no change has taken 

5 lace for the better in this branch of the Establishment. 

'hese servants are a set of drunken and impertinent and in- 
solent in their manner and stupid as to their duties, but a 
better class cannot be expected for the miserable pay they re- 
ceive for the heavy work they are obliged to perform. 

Applications have been made and repeated since 1865 
for tho entertainment of an Establishment equal to the wants 
of the institution but no reply has been returned. A small 
portion of the Fund placed at the disposal of the Committeo 
of Management might have been conveniently expended to 
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improve and increase slightly our present Establishment but 
the power to do so has not been conveyed by the Local Go- 
vernment to the members of that body, and therefore nothing 
has been done to better this most important of all the com- 
forts of the Hospital. • * 

The clerk belonging to the Hospital is a very hard work- 
ing and trust worthy man. He is worthy of a slight increase 
to his pay. 

_ The Hospital is maintained partly by voluntary contri- 
butions and partly by Government. The former have de- 
creased considerably on account of the Local Government ob- 
jecting to place the funds of the Institution under the imme- 
diate control and disposal of the Committee of Management. 

The Medicines and Medical attendance are supplied 
gratuitously by Government. 

Furniture. 

No important addition has been mado during the last 
year. Bedding and Clothing are however very much wanted. 

Finance. 


Balance in hand on the 31st March 1868 

Rs. 

428$ 

0 

n 

Receipts in 1868-60 

n 

w 

17,308 

3 

0 

# Total .. 

A 

Rs 

a 1,591 

3 

11 

• 

Disbursements in 1868-69 

R*. 

18,062 

6 

6 

Balance in hand on the 31st March 1869 ... 

n 

3,628 

13 

5 

Government Contributions 


13,536 

14 

0 

Expenditure through IX P. W, ... # 


1,669 

0 

0 

Pay of the Medical Establishment not in- ) 


O AAA 

A 

A 

eluding pay of the Civil Burgeon . ) 

» 

o,vyU 

U 

u 

Pay of Servants ... ..* ... 


837 

0 

0 

Dieting Pariper Patients and Contingencies... 

* 

>» 

7.040 

14 

9 

Total... 

Its. 

13,530 

14 

9 


(Signed) N. M. BHUTTACHERJEE, u m. s. 

Sub-Assistant Surgeon .n charge of 

Rangoon, ) Ti- <7. Dispfiqsarg 

15 th April 1869 . } 


II 
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ANNUAL REPORT UPuN THE RAhSEIN GENERAL DISPEN- 
SARY FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 1SG«. 

This institution has been established nearly. five years. 
It is supported by (Jovernment aided by Voluntary contribu- 
tions, and also by compulsory donations levied upon those ship 
masters who avail themselves of its advantages for their sick. 
One of the buildings connected with it is of brick with tiled 
roofing used exclusively by natives and the native establish- 
ment. The other is built of teak Shingle used as a Seamans 
Hospital. The out offices including dead house, latrines and 
cook houses are “ pucka” and in good substantial condition in 
the main, though from inattention to petty repairs the appear- 
ance of the whole is unsightly and unwholesome. 

While the staff* and establishment are miserably ineffi- 
cient tin' extent of the usefulness of the charity may be 
gathered from the accompanying return No. 2, the figures 
of which contrast lav ourably with those of last year and arc 
creditable to the Native Doctor, Sliaik Inulad Hossein in 
• charge. 

As no financial statements are called f >1 in connection 
with this Report, it seems necossaiy to reserve remarks upon 
that head for another opportunity- - confining attention now 
to matters affecting the general progress and discipline of the 
institution— merely stating that the Dispensary Fund indi- 
cates steady progressive improvement. 

The opinion of the responsible Oflicei in charge has been 
so freely expressed in pro\ ious reports both annual and special, 
regarding the essential and most urgent requirements of this 
Dispensary that little except reiteration upon that head 
, remains to bo done now. This can hardly be necessary or 
advantageous. He ventures therefore only to solicit attention 
to, and reconsideration ot his Annual Report for last year and 
to the special Report contained in his letter No. 41 of the 
24th November (Ultimo), to the address of thp Deputy Com- 
missioner of Hassein, referring to a schedule of the proposed 
establishment then submitted for sanction. Tn those he en- 
deavoured to call attention to the urgent wants ofthis, charity 
and to point out as emphatically as possible tho oestf mode of 
dealing # jfth them. 

„ points of great pecuniary consequence however to 

thp Mtfpensary Fund seem to call for special recapitulation as 
#l^dtfncuj[ties with regard to thorn are increasing In view 
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therefore of the frequent claims which have been ma<le during 
the year under review for medical treatment in Hospital by 
seamen liable- to be troated as deserters if taken in without 
formal application emanating from their commanding officers, 
it is necessary to enquire what is to be done in rases of this 
kind. A sick European sailor belonging to a ship in Port 
comes or is brought to the Hospital needing proper medical 
treatment. Is he to bo refused admittance tin the Hospital ex- 
- penses have been guaranteed under Rule VI I of the Bftssein 
Charitable Dispensary Regulations, a copy of which herewith 
forwarded 1 or is he to bo taken in on the free list and treated 
at the public expense, if the ship will not satisfy the charge t 
It must be borne in mind that in the case supposed, proper 
treatment is unattainable except through the agency of the 
Hospital staff, to deny it therefore is to bo guilty of inhuma- 
nity. The whole matter resolves itself into the question who 
is the proper judge of the sick sailors wants and claims ? The 
Medical officer applied to fit a public Hospital partly chari- 
table, partly self-supporting, or the main employer whose pecu- 
niary interests are also at stake. Much may doubtless be' 
said on both sides. But if it be true tliat merchant seamen 
are entitled while under articles to medical aid in Port at the 
expense of owners, the question ns to their lequiring it is one 
of which probably ignorant and certainly interested employers 
are incompetent judges and for thsft reason if the ship carries 
no Surgeon any duly qualified lijedical practitioner should I 
think, be able to order the necessary treatment as the patients 
undoubted right at the ship’s expense, as the funds of the 
charity arc not drawn from individual benevolence to lighten 
the burdens of ship owners. 

Having been referred to Rule IX in the Regulation 
above referred to as a solution of the difficulty in dealing with 
cases of thif sort it is necessary to enquire further by what 
means that Rule is to be enforced, when Captains refuse 
under the circumstances stated to accept the Civil Surgoon’s 
decision. 

The staie of the Dispensary Fund will be more satisfac- 
tory, if this point wbre properly settled for the upshot of these 
disputes hitherto has been one of two things. Men have been „ 
taken away in spite of all protest in a very unfit state tp go 
lo sea, which is a scandal upon humanity or ihoy have been 
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left behind as paupers and thus instead of benefitting the Dis- 
pensary Fund have impoverished it. 

The admission too of all natives without distinction upon 
the free list has had a similar effect. 

On the, other hand the diet states have been lowered con- 
siderably on economy which as it tends to keep the Hospital 
unpopular with paying patients and so diminishes its useful* 
ness can favourably influence the Dispensary Fund to a very 
trifling degree. 

very little is note worthy in a medical point of view in 
the return to which this Report refers. Its most marked 
peculiarity, the prevalence of disease of the Zymotic class 
significant though it be is hardly a fair or useful subject for 
special remark, so thoroughly does it appear to indicate our 
customary condition. The 157 cases of Syphilis should not 
escape attention since it shews an amount of that disease, 
vastly greater than the figures themselves indicate, for com- 
paratively few Burman patients, labouring under .this disease 
present themselves for treatment at the Dispensary. They 
have little confidence in any other mode of treatment except 
their own. The 308 accidents and injuries are not the product 
of the Town alone as cases of this kind are contributed -from 
every part of the district sent in usually by the Police. 

A. CALLAWAY NISBET, 

Civil Surgeon , Bassein . 


o 
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REPORT OK HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES IK THE 

DISTRICT 'OF MYANOUNG FOR THE YEAR 1868 

¥ 

1. ‘There arc only two Dispensaries in the District, one 
at Myanoung and one at Henzadah. 

2. The medical returns of the latter are however not 
submitted to this Office. 

3. The Civil Surgeon’s report on the former has been 

already submitted. e> 

, 4. The number of Out patients has steadily increased 

during the year under report ; there were 2,292 persons treated 
against 3,536 in 1867, showing that confidence in the English 
tieatment is extending. 

5. The number of In patients also slightly increased* 
there were 142 treated against 154 in 1867. 

6. The dislike of all classes of people to go into the 
Dispensary as In patients is still very great ; it will be a work 
of time to overcome it. 

7. The percentage of cases amongst the Out patients was 
99, very nearly ditto, amongst the In patients was 93 nearly 

8. The majority of diseases treated consisted of 3 at Fe- 
vers, 2nd Diseases of the stomach and bowels, Rheumatic 
affections. Abscesses, Ulcere and Ophthalmia. 

9. The season has been a veiy healthy one. 

H. A GOWER, 

Myanouno, ) Asst. Commr., in charge 

Dy. Comr’s. Office, > current duties Myanoung District. 

20 th March 1869. ) 


REPORT BY THE MEDICAL OFFICER, MYANQUKG. 

4 

The Returns accompanying this Report exhibit a 
mar ked increase over the numbers treated in the Myanoung 
Civil Dispensary, during $he year 1867# 142 individuals 
hayg ^ja$$we<jt 'treatment as In patients, and 1292 attended as 
Out Balients. 
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The fqjlowing abstract of the Returns, shew the general 
results of the year *.t— 

In patients. 


Remained 31st December 1867 

4 

Admitted during 1868 •... 

• 138 

Discharged cured 

... 132 

Relieved 

• • • 

Incurable 

• • • 99 

Ceased to attend 

... , 2 

Died ... . . . * 

5 

Remaining on 31st, December 1868 

3 

Percentage of deaths to treated 

... * 3.6 

Out patient'.. 


Remained 31st December 1867 

11 

Admitted during 1868 ... 

... 2281 

Discharged cured 

... 2269 

Relieved ...* 

• • • ff 

Incurable ... ... ■'... 

*•» 

Ceased to .attend 

• •• 99 

Died ... 

«»« 2 

Remaining on 31st December 1868 

20 

Percentage of deaths to treated 

... 0,087 


In patients. 

The principal diseases treate^ among this class of }>atients, 
during the past year have been, Fevers 36, Bronchitis 3, 
Chronic Hepatitis 1, Diseases of the Stomach and Bowels 1 7, 
Diseases of the Brain 1, Dropsy 3, Rheumatism 8, Venereal 
Affections 8, Abscesses and Ulcers 24, Wounds and Injuries 
26, Diseases of the Eye 1, Diseases of the Skin 5, and Other 
diseases 9. 

Fevers . — Under this head 33 admitted were of the Quo- 
tidian Intermittent type, 2 of Remittent and 1 of Common 
continued type. All the eases have readily yielded to tho 
ordinary treatment and were discharged cured. 

Diseases of the Lungs . — Three cases of Bronchitis wore 
admitted, two of these were discharged apd one terminated 
fatally. Th# subject of the casualty was a Policeman of the 
Hindu caste, -who took a cold while on , his way to Rdm^obn, 
In charge of the guard escorting the transferred prisoners to • 
the Central Gaol. He was admitted Into the Dispensary ou 
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the noon of the 27th December 1867. The symptoms present 
were as follows : oppression and a sense qf constriction about 
the chest, and general muscular pains, dyspnoea, increased on 
the slightest exertion, cough, withamuco purulent expectora- 
tion, tongue furred, frequent and weakpulse, and loss of appe- 
tite. A blister to the chest was applied, and small doses of 
Grey powder in combination with Dover's* powder, were ad- 
ministered at intervals. Diffusible stimulants, and nourishing 
diet were given frequently, but the difficulty of breathing 

S ew more urgent, and the man died on the night of the 81st 
ecember 1867. * 


Diseases of the Liver. — One case of chronic Hepatitis 
was admitted during the past year, the subject being a Toddy 
farmer, and of the Musselman caste, aged about 39 years. 
The symptoms under which he laboured, were fever, pain in 
the right hypochondriac region, much uneasiness in lying 
down on the left side and difficulty of breathing, sallow com- 
plexion and loss of appetite The man was admitted into the 
Dispensary on the 31st May 1868, and on the 20th of the 
following month, he left Hospital much improved and as he 
was a paying patient, he did not feel disposed to continue liis 
stay a little longer, but however, I have seen him since and 
learnt that he has progressed, without any unfavourable 
symptoms and he was looking well. 

Diseases of the fitomach and Bovels.- rOf this class of 
diseases, 17 were under treatment during the past year, with 
the exception of one case of< Dysentery which ended fatally, 
the others were discharged cured. The subject of the casualty 
was an Arakanese constable in the Myanoung Police, he was in 
a state of exhaustion when admitted into the Dispensary, he 
was a confirmed Opium eater, the measures employed to afford 
hittt relief proved unavailing and he gradually sank, and died 
in a few days. , 

Diseases of the Brain .- — There has been one admission 
from Cephalalgia, during the past year ; Intermittent head-ache 
of one side of the head, the attack was obstinate at the outset 
but it yielded to the treatment^ employ jd which consisted in 
the administration of Alterativos and Laxatives, a few large 
doses of Quinine and lastly Tonics. * . 

Drcqj&g.— TJ nde'r fhris head there have been three admis- 
sions, arising feebleness of the system,, the result of 
previot^^^p^j^egeneraV^mptoms were sweUintr of the feet 
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and ankles, which gradually extended upwards, bloating of 
eyelids and face, the breathing somewhat ombarrassed, the 
urine scanty and high coloured, bowels constipated and a 
slight degree of fever. The cases progressed favourably un- 
der treatment, one of the cases a Kareen (a paying patient) 
left the Hospital, before he was quite well, ana thd remaining 
two cases were discharged cured. 

Rheumatic affections — Under this head eight cases have 
been admitted, seven were discharged cured ana one remained 
on the sick list at the epd of the year. 

Venereal affections. — Under this class of diseasos, eight 
were admitted and all got well. • 

Abscesses and Ulcers. — Of this cluss 24 came under treat- 
ment, one left the Hospital without leave, one remained on 
the sick list at the close of the year, and twenty- two were 
removed from off the list as cured. 

Wounds and Injuries . — Fifteen cases have been admitted, 
the subject of Ambustio, was a child about 15 months old, 
one half (left) of whose body, was accidentally scalded by boil- 
ing water. She was in a precarious state when brought to tho • 
Dispensary, the child however rallied, and made a good re- 
covery. The other cases of Accidents were either produced 
during squabbling or were inflicted by Dacoits. All these 
cases left the Dispensary well. 

Ophthalmia. — The case of Ophthalmia which remained at 
the close of the provious year, was at the commencement of 
the past year discharged cured. • 

Other diseases . — Nine were admitted, of this number 
three died ; vis : two from Atrophia and one from Tetanus and 
the remaining six were discharged cured. 

'I’he subjects admitted under Atrophia, were both Natives 
of India. These were in a state of destitution, starvation and 
exhaustion at the time of reception into the Dispensaiy, ono 
of these was complicated with general emaciation, and the 
other, with Dysenteric diarrhoea, care and treatment failed to 
revive their ebbing powers, and the cases proved casualties. 

The subject of the case of Tetanus, was a Native of India, 
aged about 40 years. 

The man it was stated that 5 days prior to his admission, 
had sustaired a punctured wound of the left knee, by a chip 
of sharp bamboo, entering the joint, during a fail (while in a 
state of intoxication) which resulted in severe inflammation of 
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the knee. The splinter about 3 or 4 inches in length, I 
believe, was removed on the 2nd day of the accident, symp- 
toms of Tetanus soon supervened, and these growing stronger 
and more frequent, he was brought to the Dispensary, he was 
in a state of emprosthotonos, he gradually grew worse, and 
died exhausted. 

Additions. — A dead house was commenced, finished and 
handed over by the Department of Public Works, in the latter 
end of October of the past year, it is a wooden building, situa» 
ted in the North West side of the dispensary, measures 13 
feet by 1 3 feet, it is well ventilated, and has a pucka flooring 
of soorkee and lime. 

Out patients . — The principal classes of diseases, treated 
among the Out door patients, during the past year, has been 


as follows : — 

Fevers ... ... ... 508 

Diseases of Lungs ... ... 118 

Do. of Liver ... ... 1 

Do. of Stomach and Bowels 736 
Do. of the Brain.. ... 37 

Dropsy ... ... ... 3 

Rheumatic affections... ... 90 

Venereal affections ... ... 50 

Abscesses and Ulcers. ... 295 

Wounds and Injuries ... 161 

Diseases of the Bye... ... L23 

Other Diseases «... ... 124 


Total... 2292 

Fevers — Under this head 508 received treatment, 504 of 
the entire number were discharged cured, 1 died, and 3 re- 
mained on the sick list at the closo of the year. 

The subject of the casualty was a Native of India of 
weak constitution, was ill with Remittent fever, about a week 
or more, prior to his being visited as an out patient, which 
was in the forenoon of the 10th November 1 868. The fever 
was combatted on the day following, but Enteritis super- 
vened, and he died on the forenoon of the 5th day of admis- 
sion the 14th November 1868. 

Diseases of the Lungs . — Of diseases of the Lungs ; the 
total being 11$. The whole of the cases progressed satisfac- 
torily and were discharged, cured. 
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Diseases of the Liver . — One cose of chrome Hepatitic, 
came under treatment, and was removed from the sick list as 
cured. 

Diseases of Stomach and Bowels . — Of diseases of the Hi* 
gestive system 736 were under treatment, of this number 733 
were removed from the sick list as cured and threfi remained 
on the list at the close of the year. 

Diseases of the Brain . — Under this class of diseases 37 
were admitted, 34 for Cephalalgia and 3 of partial Paralysis of 
the lower extremities, ^he cases improved under treatment 
and were discharged cured. 

Dropsy . — Of Anasarca there have been three admission^ 
which steadily yielded to treatment, and were removed from 
the list as cured. 

Rheumatic affections . — Of Rheumatic affections 90 cases 
were treated, the whole of the cases made a good recovery and 
and were restored to health. 

Venereal affections . — Under this class of diseases 50 came 
under treatment, with the exception of one, which remained 
on the sick list at the close of the year the others were dis- 
charged, cured. * •* 

Abscesses and TJlcers . — The cases numbered 295, several 
of these were of a serious character, but all ended well, 292 
were discharged cured and 3 remained on the list at the close 
of the year. # 

Wounds and Injuries . — Of Wounds and Injuries there 
were 161 cases, and of this number treated, 154 were dis- 
charged cured and 7 remained at the close of the year. 

Diseases of the Eye . — The number treated under this 
head was 123, one case of Amaurosis and which was enpelus, 
one ceased to attend, and 122 were discharged cured. 

Diseases of the Skin . — Of the Diseases of the Integu- 
mentary system, there were 46 cases under treatment, one 
remained on the sick list at the close of the year and 45 were 
returned as cured. 

Other Diseases . — There was a total of 124 among the 
diseases returned under this class. Of this number one died 
from general emaciation, two remained under treatment and 
121 cases were discharged, cured. 

Einances. — • The Myanoung Dispensary Fund, is in a 
satisfactory state. There was on the 31st December 1867 
Rupees 570-10-3, to the credit of the Fund. 
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During the year 1868, Rupees 644-4 were added, de- 
rived from the following sources : — 

1st Voluntary contributions Rupees 616 8 0 

2nd Receipts from Paying Patients 17 12 0 
3rd, Fine on Servants... , ... 10 0 0 

The expenditure has been Rupees 44-10-0 for contingen- 
cies, Rupees 2-12 have been expended in the purchase of 
postage stamps, Rupees 17-12 for Dieting paying patients, 
Rupees 7 were expended in clearing the Dispensary compound. 
Rupees 75-12-0, in purchasing a Barometer and Clock, Ru- 

? ees 12 were advanced as subscription to the British Burma 
Gazette, and Rupees 60-12 were expended in the purchase 
of Furniture &c., for the Dispensary. 

The expenditure amounted to Rupees 220-12. On the 
31st December 1868, there was a balance of Rupees 994-4-3, 
in the Treasury to the credit of the Fund. 

Lock-up . — The total number of prisoners treated in the 
Lock-up at Myanoung during the past year has been 108, 
and under the following classes of diseases : — 

9 Fevers .,. ... ... 32 

Diseases of Lungs ... ... 4 

Do. of Stomach and Bowels ... 34 

Cholera Sporadica ... ... 2 

Rheumatic Affections ... ... 1 

Venereal Affections ... ... 3 

Abscesses and Ulcers ... ... 22 

W ounds and I njuries ... ... 4 

Diseases of the Eye ... ... 3 

Diseases of the Skin ... ... 3 


Total... 108 


Of this number 3 died, 1 remained, and 104 were dis- 
charged. 

Deaths . — There have been 3 deaths, during the past year, 
viz., one from Cholera Sporadica, one from Fractura (of the 
Ribs) with extensive injury of the Lung of the affected side, 
and 1 under Dysentery. 

1. Cholera . — Nga Toon Oung, aged 26 years, a delicate 
young naan, was taken ill on the night of the 19th June 1868, 
with 'vomiting and purging, and at my visit on the morning 
following, at 8. 30 A. m., he was pulseless, the eyes sunk, 
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were surrounded by dark circles, the features contracted, and 
the expression of countenance „ anxious, the skin cold 
clammy, the urine suppressed, hands and fingers shrivelled, 
thirst urgent, very shortly after, cramps supervened in the 
legs, arms, and abdomen. The patient rapidly declined, and 
expired in the evening abouf 7 o’clock. * 

2. Fracture . - — N ga Thet Shai, aged 81 years, was brought 
in on the morning of the 23rd August 1868, in a state of 
prostration from loss of blood from wounds and injuries, re- 
ceived on several part% of his body. These were inflicted the 
previous night, (the 22nd August) during encounter with the 
owners of the house, Whither he had been to commit theft. 
He had also 3 of the ribs of the right side fractured, the trunk 
was emphysematous on admission. The Lung of the right 
side was seriously wounded. Kespiration from the time of 
his admission to his death was embarrassed, and he died on 
the noon of the 2nd September 1868. The Lung was gan- 
grenous. 

3. Dysenteria Acute . — Nga Tsoung, aged 22 years, a 
Kareenese, pending trial prisoner, was attacked with dysentery 
on tho 1st November 1868. Improved under treatment and 
was convalescent on the 9 th idem, on the 11th while under- 
going his trial at the Court, he was suddenly seized with 
violent diarrhoea, and which could not be controlled by the 
exhibition of astringents, opiates wjth stimulants, and the man 
died exhausted on the 14th November 1868 at about 3 a. m. 

(Sd.) P* G. PAUL, 

Myanoung, ) In Medical Charge, 

1st January 1869. J Myanoung . 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHARITABLE DISPENSARY 
AT HENZADAH FOR THE YEAR 1868 

The Dispensary is in perfect order, the inhabitants attend 
with more confidence and regularity. In door patients cannot 
be kept as there are no menials or attendants as in other 
Dispensaries. 

ABDOOL HAKEEM, 

) Native Doctor. 

21 st April 1869. ) 
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REPORT ON THE DISPENSARY AT PROME FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING 81 st .DECEMBER 18C8. 

In my Dispensary Annual Report submitted at the end 
of the last official year, I took occasion then to give a brief 
description of the Hospital, its site, and the disposition of its 
buildings &c., which need not now be repeated save to state 
that it could not be in a better position as regards convenience 
and efficiency, and that in every respect it has been a wise 
selection upon Sanitary grounds. 

Out door and In door patients. 

‘ 2. Though the Dispensary had only been opened for 

about one year and a half I have much pleasure in reporting 
that the number of patients of all classes have ever since been 
gradually but steadily increasing, and that during the past 
year relief was afforded to 2706 Out patients and 117 In 
patients, of the former 

2402 were cured. 

115 „ relieved. 

7 „ no better. 

154 ,, absent. 

9 died and 

19 were remaining. 

Total... 2706 v 
and of the latter 

77 ware cured. 

15 ,, relieved. 

5 „ absent. 

12 died and 

8 remained. 


Total... 117 

which clearly shews that a Dispensary was much needed in 
Frome and that the public do appreciate the benefits to be 
derived from an Institution of thi^ kind. 

3. I am myself however, far join satisfied with the 
numerical attendance, especially in a Town containing such a 
large population as that of Prome, but I have no doubt that 
it will continue to gain the confidence of the Burmese as they 
become better acquainted with the European system of treat- 
ing diseases. 
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4. It will already have been observed by para. 2 as Well 

as by the tabular statement annexed that the number of deaths 
among the Out patients were 9 or *03 per cent, whereas 
among the In patients, as might be expected, the number of 
deaths amounted to 12 or 10^ per cent. * 

5. This high mortality among the In patients, l attri- 
bute to several unavoidable causes, viz., 1st advanced stage of 
diseases on admission into Hospital, 2nd previous bad living 
and poverty, 3rd vitiated habit of body from previous disease. 
Under the head of the%lst cause may be enumerated all those 
brought into Hospital in a moribund state, under the 2nd head 
those affected with ehrdnic diseases, consequently incurabte, 
and under the 3rd those of weak constitutions from the under- 
mining influences of Syphilis and other Zymotic diseases. 

6. From the 1st cause there were 5 deaths during the 

year, from the 2nd 3 deaths, and 1 from the 3rd cause, 2 
deaths also occurred through the folly of the" patients them- 
selves in acting contrary to orders, one was a convalescent from 
Small-pox who against all the rules of discipline and order 
bathed in the river before sunrise, consequently got Dysentery, 
and died in 3 days. The other occurred in the case of a man 
who had had a piece of his skull removed through an injury 
received in an affray with a dacoit and who also bathed un- 
known to any one, sat in his usual clothes, got inflammation 
of the brain and died. Lastly, on^ died from the effects of 
diseases (Paralysis and Peritonitis) which were not amenable 
to treatment. • 

7. The principal diseases from which this class of 
patients suffered were Fevers, Dysentery, Diarrhoea, Cholera, 
Small-pox, Atrophy, Bronchitis, Affections of joints, Wounds, 
Ulcers, and Contusions, and though several underwent sur- 
gical operations of a grave nature, 1 am happy to say that no 
deaths occurred from the diseases incidental to surgical ope- 
rations. 

8. I am unable to give an exact account of the mortality 
among the Out door patients further than what has been 
entered upon the .Register, as many have absented themselves 
of whom nothing is known, but judging from the nature of the 
diseases from which they suffered I should say that the records 
are pretty near the truth. 

9. As in most other parts of Burma the principal dis- • 
eases among Out patients, as a general rule, are Fevers, Bowel 
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complaints. Rheumatism, Affections of the chest. Abscesses and 
Ulcers, Syphilis, Small-pox, Measles, and Cholera, but the 
more formidable Zymotic diseases are exceptions, not the rule. 

1 0. Syphilis and Venereal affections aro, 1 fear, on the 
increase, probably owing to the development of trade, and the 
congregation of thousands of individuals engaged in traffic, in 
limited localities. 

During the past year 121 cases were treated from this 
class of diseases alone, 81 of whom were cured, and 14 
relieved, the remainder having been lost sight of. 

Police. 

* 1. The subjoined tabular statement exhibits the diseases 

from which the Police Force suffered during the year, 4 of 
whom died, 2 from Cholera, l from Fever, and 1 from Jaundice. 


TAist of Police men treated, in the Prome Dispensary during 1868. 


Diseases. 

Admitted. 

Discharged 

Died. 

Remarks. 

Abscesses... 

2 

2 

... 


Arabustio... 

. J 

1 



Apoplexy... 

1 

i ' 

... 


Bronchitis 

4 

4 



Bubo 

K 

1 



Cholera ... 

3 

1 

2 


Diarrhoea 

3 

3 


s 

DyspepMa 

i * 

1 



Dysentery 

3 

3 



Fcbri* ltemittens 

4 

4 



Do. tntormittens 

’ 38 

37 

L 


Gonorrhoea 

2 

2 



Herpes 

1 

1 



Icterus 

1 

... 

1 


Lumbago 

1 

1 



Obstipatio 

5 

r> i 

... 


Ilcemorrhois 

1 

I i , 



Rheumatism 

5 

5 ! 

1 


Ophthalmia 

3 

| 3 



Syphilis ... 

1 

1 1 



Ulcus 

4 

1 * J 

r i i 



Vcnenatio 

1 



Yulnus ... 

2 

1 2 



Total... 

88 

1 St 

4 
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2. It will thus be observed that though many of them 
were admitted suffering from dangerous diseases 84 of them 
were discharged cured, and were it not for the 2 casualties 
which resulted from cholera, the death rate upon the whole 
would not have been excessive, considering that the strength 
of the Police Force in Pronfe is about 180 men. • 

• Establishment. 

The Establishment consists of : — 


Native Doctor 

... at 

Rs. 30 per mensem. 

Cook 

... at 

„ 12 

do. 

Sweeper ... 

... at 

10 

do. 

Coolie . . f 

... at 

„ 8 

do. 


Total R.s . . . 60 


Besides this, the Civil Surgeon draws Rs. 30 per mensem 
for general Superintendence. 

2. The expense to Government for dieting pauper pa- 
tients during the year was Rs. 262-3-4, giving an average of 
Rs. 2-3 per head. This amount may be considered moderate, 
as the wants of the patients as a general rule, are easily 
satisfied. 

3. The following is the average scale of diet that has 
hitherto been allowed for Burrnan patients : — 




is 



Ml 


Ordinary Diet. 

Vi\s. 

m 

Tioals. 

Rfe. 

D 


Rice ... 


50 


0 

i 

R 

Fish or beef 

... 

3 

... 

0 

0 

■3 

Vegetables 

... 

12 

... 

0 

0 

m 

Curry Oil 

... 

1 

... 

0 

0 


Mussallab 


1 

... 

0 

0 

ft 



... 

... 

0 

1 

2 

0 

Extra Diet . 




■ 



Rice ... ... . . • 

... 

50 

... 

0 

1 

0 

Fish or beef 

. . . 

3 

. . . 

0 

0 

6 

Vegetables 

... 

12 


0 

0 

3 

Curry Oil 

... 

1 

... | 

0 

0 


Mussallab 

... 

1 

i 

0 

0 

if 

Milk or bread £ bottle or £ loaf.. 

... 

... 

i 

... , 

o ! 

0 

0 

Total... 

t 

... 

! 

1 

... ( 

0 

3 

o . 
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4. Rules have been drawn out for the internal manage 
meat of the Dispensary, and in the absence of the Civil 
Surgeon the Native Doctor sees that those rules are strictly 
observed, that the cleanliness of the establishment is properly 
attended to, the latrines and out houses cleaned regularly and 
kept in a state of efficiency, arid that the diet is properly 
cooked and sc rved out to the patients. 

o. All non medical questions and questions involving 
expenditure aie submitted at the monthly meetings to the 
manigmg committee of whom the Deputy Commissioner is 
President, and all bills &c., are examined and audited at these 
meetings, the pioeeedings of which avO duly recorded. 

0. 1 would stiongfy lecominend an additional sweeper 
for the latrine^ as the pie^cnt man who is rather a poor speci- 
men, and n> oilui ht‘ing a\ailible for the same wages, has- 
got too ui'icli v ork to do in attending to iho cleanliness of the 
establishment geneially, and cannot empty the latrines twice 
a day unless he does so into the ri\i r. 

7 The Native Doctor lias been attentive to liis duties 
during the \ear, but lib having the lock-up to look after now 
as well as the 1 )ispen^ary, much of bis time is occupied in 
running from one llo-pital to the other. 1 would therefore 
further recommend, that an apothecary or dresser be appointed 
for the purpose of dispensing drugs, keeping an exact ac 
count of the expendiliue of\ took, and attending to emergent 
cases and gn ing geneial assistance. 

8. I do this from a \ eiy impartial spirit for, so far as 
T am myself concerned it cannot affect me, as I am leaving 
the Province m a few days, but since I have alwaj^s taken the 
greatest interest in tlie welfare of the Dispensary, I should 
like even to hear of its being in the highest state of efficiency. 

rutuMi in! Sfaf< mi nf . 

1. As will be seen by the annexed account the balance 
at credit to the Disp. nsary Funds on the 1st January 186l> 
was Rs. 1,1(51-7 (5, and the voluntary contributions during the 
year amounted to Rs 301 including subscriptions and do- 
nations. 

2. The total expenditure amounted to Rs. 46(5-4-1, of 
which Rs. 331-0 1, were expended on account of dieting pauper 

patients, and Rs. 131-1 1-0, for contingencies exclusive of the 
pay of the Medical establishment. 
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3. As there have been few calls as yet upon the Funds 
of the Dispensary they have been gradually accumulating but 
I fear it will take a long time before the funds of the Institu- 
tion can support its expenditure independent of the assistance 
and support of the Imperial Government. 

• K. N. MACDONALD, 

Prome, | Physician and (Jicif Surgeon, 

10 th February 1869. ) 

ANNUAL li&POKT l)F THE CIJ A HIT ABLE 
THA YET M VO, FOK 1K0«. 

The total number of patients treated during the year 
viz n from 1st January to 31st December 1868, are as 
follows : — 

Outpatients... ... 2071 

1 n patients ... ... 217 


Total. 

The number of patients who sought advice from the 
Charitable Dispensary are greater in number this year than 
that of the past. The Burmese population who won* before 
ignorant of the efficacy of Eurc^)o:m medical treatment are 
gradually getting enlightened, and I hope that every succeed 
ing year as civilization increased, will bring more satisfactory 
returns. 

The situation of the Institution is on an elevated ground 
facing the town and adjoining it to suit the convenience and 
proximity of the populace who may wish to ask medical aid. 

The causes of deaths which took place amongst the In 
patients were from Fever, Snake Bite, Diarrhoea A: o., amount- 
ing to 8 in number. 

The Institution is maintained by voluntary contributions 
from the European and Native Residents of the town and 
Cantonments. 

The Establishment is short of a Blioastxe and the want of 
a person of this denomination is greatly felt here, and the 
supply of water for the requirements of the Inmates are at 
present attended to by the Cook and by birod Coolie* who arc 
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occasionally called, when the former is engaged in cooking for 
the patients. The water is to be brought from the river which 
is some distance from the Hospital and men cannot be quickly 
obtained as water carriers on cheaper payment. 

The patients are daily fed at, 9 A. ar. and 4 p. m., and as far 
as I have seen they seem to be well satisfied with the food 
supplied. 

The Latrine is divided for males and females by a planked 
partition. 

The entrance to the two description of Latrines are from 
different directions. 

*> The Cook house has 3 rooms for the patients of the differ- 
ent races, but they are seldom occupied except by the Burmese 
and sometimes Bengalese. 

The fence of the Dispensary yard is in a dilapidated state 
without gates which give free access to stray cattle which 
trespass upon the ground within. The notice of the Executive 
Engineer has been called to this circumstance and recommend- 
ed that a new fence be put up. 

A Sign Board is also greatly needed to enable strangers 
and other people to know the object of the building. 

The Native Doctor is attentive and willing and has given 
every satisfaction both to my predecessor and myself. 

DONALD McALLUM, m. d. 

Thayetmyo, ) Civil Surgeon . 

13 ih May 1869. ) , 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES 
TOUNGOO, FOR 1868 . 

1. The Hospital and Dispensary supported by Govern- 
ment and voluntary contributions, is in an airy and commo- 
dious building situated in a healthy and central position. 

2 289 In patients and 3180 Outpatients* were treated 

during the year compared with 323 In patients and 2692 Out 
patients in the previous year. Thus it will be seen that 
whereas the number of In patients has fallen off, that of Out 
patients has increased while the total of both classes is in 
excess of last year. 

* 3. The result is satisfactory, as it proceeds from the 

Civil Surgeon indulging the prejudices of the more well to do. 
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in wishing to be attended at their own homes, and to his ex- 
cluding those from a residence in the Hospital whom conve- 
nience, rather than ill health, urges to take up their abode 
therein. 

4. The amount of subscriptions and donations has fallen 
off, this is chiefly due to changes in the Cantonment Society, 
causing the remov&l of Officers who subscribed, and whose 
example has not been followed by new comers. But as the 
subscriptions from the towns’ people have increased, it shews 
that the benefits of the%institution are appreciated by them. 

5. The faith of the natives in Quinine as a remedial 
agent for fever is steadily increasing, but it will be long befoi^ 
the people forsake their own nostrums in favour of English 
medicines. 

6. Dr. Parker who has been unremitting in his atten- 
tions to the careful working of this institution, has submitted 
a report, recording all the necessary information regarding it. 

7. His report is so full, and his remarks so suggestive, 
that further notice is unnecessary here, especially on those 
points which refer to purely medical matters. 

A. R. McMAHON, 

Dy. Commr., loungoo . 


Toungoo, 

22 nd March 1869. 
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TENASSERIM DIVISION. 


By Letter No. 240-2 in the Home Department, dated 
the 24th March 1869, from the Assistant 
Year or H vie* Secretary to the ^Chief Commissioner, to 

the Commissioner Tenasserim Division, the year of report on 
Ahis subject is changed from the Financial to the Calendar 
year ; thus the present report to be reviewed is for the Calen- 
dar year 1868, that submitted last year was framed for the 
Financial year 1867 68. But according to orders received the 
statistics for the months of January, February and March 1868, 
are again included in the present returns, causing no difference 
in the duration of period of the two years. 

2. There are 4 Hospitals and Dispensaries in this Divi- 

sion, one at Maulinain, one at Tavoy, one at 

Dispc mark!?' nnli Mcrgui, and one at Shwe Gyecn ; they are 

poisona ucated a t present in charge of Doctors Suffrein, 

Paul, Foster, and Cooper, respectively. In these 8708 persons 
were treated during the past year, of which 1189 were In 
patients, and 7519 Oui^ patients. These numbers show a 
slight increase of 41 persons treated over the previous year, the 
number of In patients thei? being 1123 and Out patients 7544. 
The increase amongst In patients occurred at Maulmain, and 
Mergui ; and amongst Out patients at Tavoy and Shw6 Cyeen. 
Considering that the population of this Division amounted last 
year to 473,016 souls, it is apparent that the people of the 
country do not fully avail themselves of the advantages of the 
European treatment of diseases ; no doubt eveiy year the 
Burmese will become better acquainted with the value of 
scientific medical aid, and then the money support given to 
our Dispensaries will be more general than at present. 

3. The percentage of cures effected to the total number 

of persons treated among the In door pa- 
Percentagc^of^ruios an<i tients during the year of review was 87.72, 

and among Out door patients 97.18. The 
percentage of mortality among In patients was 6.05, and in 
Out patients 0.06. 
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4. The undernoted table gives the statistics of the 
statistics 4 institutions of this Division, during the 

past year : — 



Taken as a whole the abov^ figures shew that the 
benefits of several Dispensaries are gradually becoming more 
appreciated. Not only is the proportion of* admissions, and 
the number ot‘ persons who have enjoyed the benefits of 
English medical treatment greater than the previous year, but 
it will be observed that the percentage of cures is also greater, 
and ihe ratio of mortality lesser. This is ascribable to pa- 
tients being treated in the first stage of their illness, and to the 
immunity of any virulent disease in an epidemic form during 
the year. 


5. It is a matter for regret that this popular institution 
Maujmain Genoiai still continues on its old site, and in ihe 

Hospitu. same building* ; a building that has been 

condemned as one unfit for the purposes it is intended to serve, 
but under recent ordors from the Chief Commissioner (vide 


Assistant Secretary’s letter No. in the Home Depart- 
ment, dated 30th April 1808) the Civil Surgeon has been 
called upon to submit a report as to the necessity for a 
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new building and the place where one should be constructed. 
Dr. Suffrein, has not yet forwarded his report, though his 
attention has been directed to the subject. This matter will 
be fully discussed in a separate letter, when the accommoda- 
tions required will be given in .detail by the Civil Surgeon. 
But it may be here remarked, that Dr. Suffrein, has suggested 
in his annual Hospital report now under rdview, that a “ Lode 
" Hospital in the vicinity of the new main Hospital building, 
“• having separate wards for males and females for the accom- 
" modation and treatment of venereal cases, with which Maul- 
“ main swarms,” should be erected. I have no doubt that he 
will write on this subject in his special report. 

6. The management of the Maulmain Hospital still ob- 

tains as usual under the direction of a 
General management Committee, consisting of the Deputy Com- 
missioner as President, the Civil Surgeon and five or six other 
gentlemen, members. Owing to the disappointment felt, on 
the non-erection of a new Hospital the attendance of the mem- 
bers at the monthly meeting is so few, that the Committee 
has seldom had sufficient membeis present to constitute a 
quorum and the books and accounts have in consequence to 
be sent for examination to the houses of each member. 

7. The Hospital is supported by Government voluntary 

subscriptions from the Maulmain public, 
a &&ZS2T$ by paying patients, and donations from 
ships in harbour. Medicines are supplied 
by Government, which are sold to the public at fixed rates and 
dispensed to paupers gratis. There was no change as to 
numbers amongst the establishment, of whose conduct the 
Civil Surgeon reports very highly, especially so of Mr. Wells, 
the resident apothecary, and strongly urges the necessity of a 
Native Doctor, or Madras Dresser, to assist Mr. Wells in his 
duties in attending to the sick, and dispensing medicines. A 
dresser on Rs. 35 per month has been sanctioned, but no one 
has as yet been found to take up the appointment. 

8. The principal or special diseases for which In patients 
special dinettes in and were treated, were Intermittent fever 77 

out paten & tieatod cases, Dysentery 34, Diarrhoea 39, Rheu- 
matism 43, Syphilis 77, Anasarca 10, Abscess and Ulcers 45, 
Atrophia 11, Fractures and Contusions 30, and Incised 
wounds 31. Of Out patients, the chief causes occurred from 
Intermittent fever 223 cases, Rheumatism 138, Obstipatio 451, 
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Dyspepsia 124, Bronchitis 72, Dysentery 108, Oph th almia 39* 
Bubo 43, Ulcers 170, Syphilis 94, Gonorrhoea 89 and Incised 
wounds 199. There were altogether Cl deaths amongst In 
and Out patients, 5 occurring from Fever, 21 from Diarrhoea, 
1 from Disease of the Lungs, 7 from Wounds and Injuries, and 
27 from Miscellaneous kinds of diseases. The average daily 
sick of European I ft patients was 11. of Burmese and Natives 
of India 20. Amongst Out patients the daily average was 7^. 

9. It is gratifying to observe that the f nances of the 
Finaaetei «t»te et Dispen- M aulmain Dispensary show an improve- 

“ ry - ment .when compared with the previous 

year, which is chiefly attributable to the largo number of Eu- 
ropean seamen admitted during the past year, who are gene- 
rally paying patients, in addition to which the ship to which 
the seamen patient belongs, pays a ceitain amount of donation 
for the men’s admission, this of itself adds much to the funds 
of the institution. The balance in favour of the fund would 
have been larger at the close of the year, but the Civil Sur- 
geon states, that a sum of Us. 380 received from ships during 
the Christmas holidays, was paid in' o the Treasury and 
credited to the present year’s account ; if this amount were 
added to the receipts of 1868, the balance in hand over the 
previous year would be nearly 300 Ilupces. There is however 
a decrease of Rs. 259 in voluntary contributions caused partly 
b y several of the former subscribers having left Maulmain 
and partly to the reluctance of persons to 'subscribe to the 
funds of an institution, which lias already a credit balance of 
nearly 5,000 Rupees. The Account Current of the Hospital 
fund for the past year as rendered by the Civil Surgeon 
amounts to 


Balance at credit on 1st ) . no _ 1A 
January 1868 j 5,087 10 

Receipts during 1868... 0,342 15 


10 

0 


11,430 9 10 

Expenditure during 1 868 6,434 13 9 

Balance at credit on 1st ) , nfl ~ 

January 1869. } 13 

, These figures no doubt will undergo some revision in the 
Accountant General’s Office. 
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10. A copy of a report submitted by Mr. Apothecary 
, White, to the Deputy Inspector General of 
aT07 ° nera °* plta ' Hospitals, dated 1st January 1869, isforwarded 
by the Deputy Commissioner of Tavoy with a few remarks of 
his own, there being no Civil Surgeon at that station at the 
time. The Deputy Commissioner Lieut. Colonel Faithfull, 
advocates that a few Burinan lads should receive Medical 


education at Government expense, such as would qualify them 
within a short period to treat ordinary diseases endemic to the 
country, and the curing of wounds add ulcers. He suggests 
further that Government should establish out-dispensaries 
with trained dispensers attached to them. His remarks no 
doubt arc very cogent, and as the Chief Commissioner has 
already submitted to the Supreme Government, a strong 
recommendation for tlie establishment of a Medical College at 
ltangoon, for the education of Burmese youths in medicine 
and surgery, the Deputy Commissioner may see his proposi- 
tions lealizcd. f J ho Ta\oy Hospital is a neat wooden building 
situated m a central pusition of the town, with a shingled roof 
running East and We^t. measuring 80 by 48 feet. There is 
a Ward on either side for male and female patients ; and an 
infectious Ward in contiguity to each, with an office and sur- 
gery in the centre, d his Hospital maintains its reputation for 
usefulness, and is unloubtedly a great boon to the natives of 
the town and adjacent villages, who resort to it in great num- 
bers. The internal arrangements of the Hospital seems to be 
well managed, and Mr. White, has attributed this to the ex- 
cellent services of the Native Doctor, and the other subordi- 


nate establishment. 


11. The principal diseases with which In and Outpa- 
tients were treated, were 1st Wounds and 
Diseased treated Injuries of which there were 238 cases, 2nd 
Fevers 235 cases, 3rd Diarrhoea 63 cases, 4th Bheumatism 59 
cases, 5th Venereal affections 42 cases, 6th Diseases of the 
Lungs 42 cases, and 7th Dysentery 18 cases. There were in 
all C deaths; 1 from Fever, 2 from Dropsy, 1 from Venereal 
affections, 1 from Wounds and injuries, and 1 a cutaneous 
disease Erysipelas. No Epidemic of any kind appears to have 
prevailed in the Tavoy district during the year of report, and 
the people have in consequence enjoyed good health. 

12. The receipts of the Tavoy Dis- 
pensary during the year 1868 were 


Ploft&ecft. 
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Contributions from Government 
Voluntary contributions 
Sale of Medicines 


Rs. A. P. 
203 8 11 

176 10 0 

13 9 5 


Total 398*12 4 

• - 

The expenditure amounted to Rs. 656 8 11 viz. 

Contingencies ... ... ... ... 178 0 11 

Food for paupers * ... ... ... 120 12 0 

Conservancy charges ... ... ... 357 12 0 

• 1 1 " ■ • 

Total 656 8 11 

13. This Hospital still remains in an unfinished state. 

Last year it was reported that a house for 

i Generftl Hosp,tal * the Apothecary and a Dead House for post 
mortem examinations should be constructed ; also a fence round 
the compound, and proper entrance steps should be put up ; 
but these wants have not yet been provided for. The Hos- 
pital is well located and properly ventilated, and like the- 
Hospital at Tavoy is popular amongst tin* natives of the place. 
Mergui is one of the healthiest spots in British Burma ; it is 
seldom that any sickness ot a virulent type prevails there, and 
the people generally enjoy excellent health. Fevers and 
Wounds and injuries sustained, arc? about the chief ailments 
with which patients are treated at this Hospital, there wero 
276 cases of the former, and 110 of^the latter; Rupees 1,035-4-6 
were disbursed during the year for expense of establishment, 
contingencies, and dieting pauper patients. 

14. The Shw& Gyeen Hospital as in former years con- 
8hw« oyeen General tinues most popular under the efficient 

Hospital. charge of Doctor Cooper, *.nd people from 

all quarters repair to it in great numbers for treatment. No 
epidemic or unusual sickness visited the town or district 
during the year. Amongst In patients the most important 
admissions were from Fevers, of which there were 106 cases, 
Dysentery 14, Diarrhoea 9, and Rheumatism 14. Of Out 
patients, the most 'prominent have been, Fevers 590 cases, 
Diseases of the Lungs 233, Rheumatism 94, Dysentery 74, 
Diarrhoea 84, Wounds and Injuries 54, and Venereal Affec- 
tions 28. The Hospital has undergone thorough repairs during 
the year, and a well for the comfort of the inmates has been 
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dug within the compound. The average daily sick of In 
patients were 7.43, and of Out patients 38.91. Captain Wat- 
son the Deputy Commissioner, who has supplemented Dr. 
Cooper’s report w T ith a few remarks of his own, speaks in 
unqualified terms of the genera], management of the Dispen- 
sary during the past year, and adds that great credit is due to 
the Civil Surgeon and his Assistants. Rupees 251-8-0, were 
received as donations and subscriptions from private persons, 
the average receipts being about Rs. 21 per mensem. The 
cost of supporting the Hospital at Shv»& Gyeen is Rupees 40 
per mensem, which is debited to the Imperial Revenue. 

15, The general administration of the Medical Depart- 
ment in this Division has been very satis- 
Swrices acknowledged factory and I desire to bring to notice the 

services of the following Officers who have at various times 
officiated as Civil Surgeons : — 

Doctor W. J. Busteed. 

„ B. T. Suffrein. 

„ W. Abbey. 

„ G. J. Cooper. 

Mr. Apothecary J. White, has also during his short 
tenure of office at Tavoy, given every satisfaction. 

IQ The following reports and re- 
cw JeW , tor"w^ f“- turns received from Civil Surgeons are 
" ard,d herewith forwarded in original. 

1. Report on the Maulmain General Hospital for the 
year 1868, by Dr. B. T. Suffrein, dated 15th April 1869. 

2. Annual Return of European In patients treated in 
the Maulmain General Hospital during 1868. 

3. Annual Return of Native In patients in 1868. 

4. Annual Return of Out patients tieated in the Maul- 
main General Hospital in 1868. 

5. Statement shewing sources of Income and Expendi- 
ture in the Maulmain General Hospital for the year 1868. 

6. Letter from Deputy Commissioner Tavoy District, 
No. 22 dated 21st April 1869, forwarding Tavoy Dispen- 
sary report for 1868. 

7. Annual Report of Tavoy Civil Dispensary for the year 
1868, by Mr. Apothecary J. White, dated 1st January 1869, 
with annual returns attached. 
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8. Report upon the Mergui Civil Hospital and Chari- 
table Dispensary for the Calendar year 1868, by Dr. C. W. 
E. Foster, dated 20th June 1869. 

9. Annual return of In patients treated in the Civil 
Hospital Mergui for the Calendar year 1868. 

10. Annual return of Out patients treate*d at Mergui 
during 1868. 

11. Detail Statement of Salaries and Establishment of 

the Civil Medical Department at Mergui District on the 1st 
March 1869. * 

12. Annual Report of the Charitable Dispensary of 
Shwb Gyeen for the year ending 3lst December 1868, V 
Dr. G. J. Cooper, with remarks by the Deputy Commissioner 
attached. 

13. Annual Return of European In patients in the Civil 
Dispensary of Shwb Gyeen, from 1st January to 31st Decem- 
ber 1868. 

14. Annual Return of In patients do. 

15. Do. of European and Native Out pa- 
tients. do. do. 

16. Statement of amount of Donations and Subscriptions 
from private persons to Dispensaries and Hospitals -in the 
Division of Tenasserim, British Burma, for the year ending 
31st December 1868. 


REPORT ON THE MAULMAIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 
FOR THE YEAR 18 G 8 . 

The site, structure, and condition of the General Hospi- 
rodtion and condition ot pital, have been so fully described in previ- 

baiidiogi to. ous re p 0r fcs that there isabsolutely nothing 

to say further on this head, with the exception that the build- 
ings being of wood, and originally intended merely as tempo- 
rary structures, do not improve with age, and in fact become 
yearly less fit for the purpose they are intended to serve. 

These buildings have been condemned, and the erection 
of a new Hospital was, l believe, sanctioned nearly two years 
ago, but the building has not for some reason or other unknown 
to me, been yet commenced. . • 

Dr. Busteed, who officiated as Civil Surgeon from the 
time of Dr. Marr’s departure, to the date of my arrival at 
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Maulmain, was very strongly impressed with the absolute ne- 
cecity for the erection of a new Hospital, as evidenced by the 
following quotation fron a statement written by Dr. Bustesd, 
when mxking over charge of the HD^pital to nu. * 

* “ But over anl above faults, like th333, and others of an 

architectural nature, there is in my opinion another, and a much 
graver fault, attaching to the building a§ an Hospital It 
is this, that from one end of the building to the other, 
it is saturated with morbid matters, from the *oul sores 
and sloughing wounds of years. This is only given as an 
opinion. It may be wrong, but it was forced on me by what I 
sa\v of the behaviour of wounds and injuries treated in the in- 
stitution. My advice ^ould be then get another Hospital as 
soon as you can. ” 

I c< njur with Dr. Bustecd, entirely in the opinion ex- 
pressed by him respecting the piesent Hospital, and hope that 
a new building will be erected before the end of this year, with 
a Lock Hospital in the vicinity of the main Hospital building, 
having separate wards for males and females, for the accommo- 
dation and treatment of venereal cases, with whu h Maulmain 
litei ally swarms. At present these cases can be but imper- 
fectly and partially separated from those of other diseases, and 
there being really no proper accommodation for females, it is 
only in extreme cases that these are now admitted into the 
Hospital as In patients, as*d they are then placed in small 
rooms opening into the lower geneial ward; or when that 
building is not otherwise occupied in the Infectious disease 
ward, which is of comparatively recent construction, and situ- 
ated behind, and somewhat to the cast of the main building. 

The management of the Hospital has been for the past 
three years carried on by a Committee, 
Management. which assembles once a month lor the 

transaction of business, which consists in inquiring into the 
condition of the institution, examining and auditing the ac- 
counts, ard making any suggestions that may occur to the Pre- 
sident and Members. Since my arrival here however, (and 
Dr. Bustecd, states that the same was the case during his 
tenure of office as Civil Surgeon) the number of members at- 
tending these meetings, has but seldom constituted a quorom 
for the transaction of business, and the books, accounts &c. 

* have had generally to be sent round for examination, to the 
houses of the respective members. This apatlnr on the part 
of the members is much to be regretted, but is I think scarce- 
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ly surprising as I know that several of the members are dis- 
heartened and disappointed at their condemnation of the pre- 
sent Hospital and suggestions for the erection of a new one, 
having hitherto led to no practical result. T lis ground of dissa- 
tisfaction will, I earnestly hope be soon removed, and I feel 
sure that then the gentlemen constituting the Committee, will 
not grudge their time, in aid and support of tlic Hospital. 

The Medical stores and appliances are of course supplied 
Medicines chiefly from the Government Medical 

* e c Stores at Rangoon, but during the past, as 

in previous years consul e able quantities of medicines have 
also b^en procured from Calcutta, owing to the fact not having 
been clearly stated or recognized that the Maul main General 
Hospital is, in the absence of any private Dispensary Establish- 
ment, the drug stores lor all those inhabitants of Maulmain, 
who choose to pay for medicines obtained therefrom, on a 
scale laid down by the late Dr. Ford, dliis cause of extra 
expenditure of medicine has been more apparent during the 
past year than perhaps it had ever been before, owing chiefly 
1 believe, to the shopkeepers in Maulmain having to a great 
extent disc mtinued the sale of many of the more common 
drugs which they formerly sold; and to tlie retirement of Mr. 
Good, Pensioned Sub- Assistant Surgeon, who I am inform- 
ed was formerly in tlie habit of dispensing his oimi private me- 
dicines largely. 

The exceptional relation o£the Maulmain General Hos- 
pital to the Public of Maulmain having now been fully explain- 
ed, the above mentioned cause of increased expenditure of the 
Hospital Funds, will in future be doubtless obviated. 

The amount realized by the sale of medicines during the 
year was Bs. 1728-2-0. Of this sum Ks. 200-13-0 was paid, 
into the Bank of Bengal to the credit of the Government of In- 
dia, and the remainder or the receipts from April, to the credit 
of the Madras Government. 


No change lias taken place in the Hospital establishment 
V1#fc A as to numbers during the past year, but 

^Che pay of the Resident Apothecary, Mr. 
Wells, was increased from Bs. 70-0-0 to Rs. 130 per mensem, 
dating from the 5th June 18G8, in accordance with the revised 
scale of pay for the Suboidinate Medical Establishment, sane-* 
tioned in June 1868. 
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It is much to be regretted that there is no Native Doctor 
or Madras Dresser attached to the Hospital to assist Mr. 
Wells in his duties of attending to the sick, and dispensing 
medicines, as in the event of Mr. Wells falling sick, there is 
no one to take his place ; the Vaccinators having but the 
merest smattering of Medical knowledge, and being only fit to 
compound under strict supervision. 

This want is particularly felt during the dry season, when 
as Superintendent of Vaccination, Mr. Wells is frequently ab- 
sent from the Hospital, inspecting cases vaccinated in the 
Town by the Vaccinators. JL>ut it is not only at that season 
that the inadequacy of the present dispensing establishment is 
felt, for although Mr. Wells, as the only skilled dispenser at- 
tached to the Hospital, should make up all prescriptions sent 
there, a positive order to him to do so, would be tantamount 
to absolutely prohibiting him fiom leaving the Hospital. I 
have therefore been obliged to confine myself, to directing 
Mr. Wells to exercise as much supervision as possible over 
the dispensing department, and impressing on him at the 
same time that he is responsible for the preparation of all me- 
dicines made up at the Hospital ; but I know that too fre- 
quently, the duty of dispensing falls upon the vaccinators, 
when prescriptions happen to be sent to the Hospital in Mr. 
Wells* absence. 


The only remedy for this would be the appointment of a 
2nd Medical Subordinate, and this measure 1 have already 
recommended to the favourable notice of the Deputy Inspector 
General of Hospitals, Pegu Division. 

The manner in which the Hospital is supported has been 
stated in last year's report, it therefore 

Hospital how supported. , • , t -j 

only remains to be said on this head, 
that during the past year, the voluntary contributions have 
amounted to lls. 714 against 11s. 970 for 1867 ; and that ow- 
ing to the large number of shipping visiting the port of Maul- 
main during the past ye.ar, the receipts from paying patients 
(chiefly seamen) and donation from ships, amounted to 
lis. 3367-10 against Rs. 2435-2-10 for the year 1867. 


Public Health of the Town. 


There has been no out break of any epidemic disease in 
the Town of Maulmam during the past 
year ; but as usual a few cases of Cho- 
lera, Small pox, and a considerable number of cases of Measles 
occurred, both in the earlier and later months of the year ; 
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the mortality from these diseases however, being but trifling. 
An out break of Cholera occurred towards the end o£ the 
year at several villages on the Salween river, and proved 
very fatal at the onset ; but the severity of the disease quick- 
ly subsided. # 

The prevailing, and most fatal diseases among the inha- 
bitants of the town during the year have been tlio.se of ma- 
larious origin, viz : Fevers (Intermittent, Remittent and Conti- 
nued) and Bowel complaints, including Diarrhoea, Dysentery, 
and Cholera, to which may be added, Atrophy, for the most 
part consequent on, and.producing a fatal termination to thg 
above diseases. Besides these diseases, Rheumatism, Syphi- 
lis, Ulcus, Anasarca, and the diseases of Women and Children, 
have also been of frequent occurrence, though not more pre- 
valent than in previous veal's. 

The Sanitary condition of the town is by no means satis- 
sunitni \ condition of u- factory, indeed, owing to want of funds 
' io ' ul sanitary measures are almost entirely at 

a stand still, and the attempts made by the Civil authorities, 
to keep the town clean, though doubtless of great utility, are 
through want of means, quite inadequate to produce that much- 
to-be desired result. From the same cause the condition of 
the roads through the town could hardly be worse than it is 
at present, the ruts and hollows, boing productive of a consi- 
derable amount of suffering to those who are unlucky enough 
to he obliged to traverse them much in Gharries. 

The temperature during the early portion of the past 
, , „ year, did not differ materially from that 

Seasons Fall of Kiln i. • , . . . 47 „ 

of previous years, but the unusually 
long continuance of tho rains rendered the latter portion of 
the Monsoon season much cooler than usual ; aud during the 
months of November and December, the mornings and even- 
ings were very cool and pleasant, and during the day the 
Thermometer never at any time rose above S7° in the shade. 

The rains set in in April and continued until the 22nd 
November ; the Monsoon usually terminating about the mid- 
dle of October. The largest monthly fall of rain took place 
in August, in which there was a fall of G 1.3 inches. The to- 
tal rain fall for the year was 211.2 inches, constituting a fair 
average rain fall for Maulmain. The beginning aud termina- 
tion of the Monsoons, wore marked bv the occurrence of thun- 
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der storms and squally weather, as is usually the case at these 
seasons. 

The following Meteorological table shews the rain fall and 
temperature for the several months of the year under re- 
port : — 


Month. 

Mean Maxi- 
mum. 

Mean Medi- 
um. 

Mean Mini- 
| mum. 

Rain fall 
Inches. 

Prevailing 

Winds. 

♦January 

86 

80 

67 

0 

N. E. 

1? ebruary 

87 

81 

75 ' 

0 

Do. 

March 

89 

83 

75 

0 

Do. 

April 

91 

83 

79 

6.6 

N. E. X R. \V. 

May 

85 

80 

78 

15.3 

R. W. 

Juno 

83 

80 

77 

43.95 

Do. 

July 

81 


76 

31 3 

Do. 

August 

81 


78 

61.5 

Do. 

September 

82 


75 

36 75 

Do. 

October 

85 


78 

10 1 

R. W. 

November 

84 


75 

5.7 

R. W. & N. E. 

December 

82 


67 

l 

0 

N. E. 


The number of admissions into Hospital of Europeans in 
Review of admibsions into 1868, was nearly double that for 186/, 

Hospital gonei my. tlie qjiusc being the very large increase 

in the number of shipping visiting the port of Maulmain du- 
ring the period under report*, as the European Patients are at 
all times, almost exclusively derived from the vessels in port, 
loading timber, rice &c. This large increase in the number of 
vessels visiting Maulmain, is chiefly due I am informed, to an 
increase demand for teak timber for railway sleepers, both in 
Europe and in India. 

The number of Europeans admitted into Hospital during 
the year was 219 against 115 in 1867, and 168 in 1866. 

The number of admissions of Burmese, Natives of India 
and other Asiatic races, was only 352 against 375 in 1867, 
shewing a decrease of 23. This decrease 1 believe to be chiefly 
attributable to the diminished number of Pauper natives of 
India, who in previous years found their way in considerable 
numbers to Maulmain on board native vessels, and speedily 
became the victims of disease, from insufficiency of food and 
clothing, and exposure to the inclemency of the weather. 
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Of the In patients treated during the year 1868, 23 re- 
special diseases. mained in Hospital of those admitted in 
1867, and 548 were admitted. Of tins 
number 464 were discharged cured, 24 ceased to attend, 60 
died in Hospital and 23 remained under treatment at the close 
of the year. The largest number of admissions ‘were from 
Febris Intermittens 77; Dysentery Acute and Chronic 34, 
Diarrhoea 39, Rheumatism Acute 12, Rheumatism Chronic 31, 
Syphilis Prim : 36, Syphilis Second: 41, Anasarca 10, Abscess- 
sus 15, Ulcus 30, Atrophia 11, Fractura 17, Contusio 13, Vul- 
nus Incis : 31, Bubo 12, Scabies 12. 

Of the deaths occurring among In patients, 21 were caused 
by Diarrhoea, 1 by Intermittent Fever, 2 by Remittent Fever, 
2 by Continued Fever, 1 by Lepra, 3 by Anasarca, 1 by Scro- 
fula, 1 by Phthisis, 1 by Tetanus, 1 by Pericarditis, 1 by 
Peritonitis, 1 by Hernia, 1 by Arthritis, 4 by Abscess, 2 by 
Ulcus, 1 Senectus, 1 by Atrophia and Asthenia, 4 Fracture, 1 • 
Concussio Cerebri, 2 Vulnus Incisum, and 2 Venenatio. 

The fatal case of Febris Intermittens occurred in an aged 
European of dissipated habits and thoroughly broken down- 
constitution, he was carried off by colliquative Diarrhoea, when 
convalescent from the fever. 

Of the two deaths occurring under the head of Remittent 
Fever, one occurred in a Policeman from the supervention of 
Pneumonia : the other case occurred in a Burman, brought in 
from the jungle in a dying state ; coma set in and he died the 
day after his admission. 

Of the 2 fatal cases of Febris Cont : 1 occurred in a Ma- 
lay, who had been ill 10 days before he came in. Pneumonia 
and coma producing the fatal result. The other occurred in a 
Burman, who had also been ill for some days before he came 
to Hospital, he died comatose the day after his admission. 

Diarrhoea as usual caused the greatest amount of mortality 
among Inpatients, 21 deathshaving occurred from this disease. 
The whole of these deaths occurred among native paupers, who 
had, I believe in every instance, been suffering from the di- 
sease for a considerable period before their admission, many of 
them having been brought in by the Police or others, in a dying 
state, and all presenting miserable pictures of emaciation ana 
disease, and offering no hope of cure by medical treatment. 

Scrofula proved fatal in a native pauper, long under treat- 
ment from the supervention of uncontrollable Diarrhoea. 
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Anasarca proved fatal in 3 cases, all of the subjects being’ 
native paupers who had been suffering from F-ever and Diar- 
rhoea, with enlargement of the liver and spleen, for months be- 
fore they came to Hospital. 

The fatal case of Lepra occurred in a Burman ; extensive 
sloughing and ulceration of the elbows, .knees, ankles, and 
feet, producing a fatal result. 

Phthisis proved fatal in the case of a Malay Lascar, ex- 
tensive disorganization of both lungs, with profuse purulent 
expectoration causing death by exhaustion. 

, 1 fatal case of Tetanus occurred in a Policeman, two days 

after his admission from a slight wound in the arm. 

1 death took place from Peritonitis in a Lascar of the 
Marine Department, the disease having been produced by ex- 
posure to the inclemency of the weather. 

Strangulated Inguinal Herina proved fatal in 1 case in 
a native of India. The case was operated on, but the patient 
sank from shock a few hours after the performance of the 
operation. 

A Policeman admitted under the head of Arthritis, died 
from the supervention of uncontrollable Diarrhoea and Fever. 

4 cases of Abscess terminated fatally ; 1 in a native boy 
suffering from disease of the spine and lumbar abscess, Diar- 
rhoea being the immediate cause of death : 1 in a native woman 
from abscess in the knee joint ; 1 from abscess in the neck 
(Scrofulous with supervenihg colliquative diarrhoea) ; and 1 
from Pyoemia supervening on extensive abscess of the thigh. 

3 fatal cases of Ulcus occurred in natives from extensive 
sloughing and diarrhoea. 

1 death is ascribed to Senectus, the subject being an aged 
native woman picked up on the road by the Police, and 
brought to the Hospital in a dying state. 

7 deaths occurred from Atrophia, all the subjects being 
native paupers, admitted in a hopeless state of emaciation and 
debility, from long continued ana neglected disease. 

3 cases of Fracture proved fatal in natives : 1 a Burmese 
woman, one of whose feet had been severed from the leg just 
above the ankle, by a blow from a dfth. She died 3 hours 
after admission from profuse hmmorrhage. 1 a Shan wounded 
in the face with a d&h, died from profuse haemorrhage and 
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shock the day after admission. 1 a native from extensive 
sloughing of the integuments of the leg and Pyaemia, conse- 
quent on a neglected compound fracture of the leg, which oc- 
curred a month before he was brought to the Hospital. 

2 deaths took place from Vulnus Incisum • 1 in a Bur- 
man from Abscess of the brain, following on a dah wound of 
the skull received* in an affray : 1 in a native of India, gored 
in the abdomen by a Buffaloe, he died a few hours after ad- 
mission from internal haemorrhage. 

2 deaths occurred in Hospital from Poisoning, 1 in a na- 
tive female, who died an hour after admission, and in whose 
stomach a large quantity of crude Arsenic was found : 1 in a 
Burman from an overdose of Opium taken to dull the pain 
caused by the operation of tattooing. He died comatose 3 
hours after his admission. 

Pericarditis proved fatal to an African boy sent ashore 
from a ship in the river ; the heart attack coming on in the 
course of an attack of Bhcumatic fever. 

Fracture of the Spine caused 1 death among the Euro- 
pean In Patients ; the subject a sailor, about 26 years of age, 
sustained a fracture of the bodies and spinous processes of the 
7th and 8th dorsal vertebrae, and though he lived in Hospital for 
28 days, after the accident occurred, at length died from gra- 
dual wasting and Diarrhoea. 

1 European, the mate of a ship died on the 27th Jime, in 
the Hospital from Concussio Cerebri, caused by a blow on 
the head from a falling block ; he died comatose on the 5th 
day after his admission. 

Several surgical operations were performed during the 
year, and among them one for stone in the bladder (a mulberry 
calculus) which was successfully removed, the patient return- 
ing perfectly well and very grateful, to his village, a week 
after the operation was performed. 

The treatment adopted in the Hospital during the year, 
constituted in the administration and use of the usual medi- 
cines and appliances for the cure of disease and did not 
present a^y thing unusual or calling for special remark. 

2274 Out Patients were treated during the past year. Of 
these 2208 were discharged cured, 2 re- 
nt p» >»"“• lieved, 56 ceased to attend, 1 died, and f 

remained under treatment at the close of the year. 
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Of the chief causes of disease among Out Patients, 223 oc- 
cured from Febris Intermit: 138, from Rheumatism Acute and 
Chronic, 451 from Obstipatio ; 124 from Dyspepsia; 72 from 
Bronchitis; 108 from Dysentery and Diarrhoea; 39 from Oph- 
thalmia; 43 from Bubo ; 170 from Ulcers; 94 from Syphilis; 89 
from Gonorrhoea: and 199 from Vulnus Incisum. 

The cases of Vulnus Incisum, occur chiefly in quarrels, 
•or to men employed in the saw mills at Mopoon &c. 

vaccination Vaccination is reported on separately. 

Mr. Assistant Apothecary Wells’ duties, are, as observed 
« Conduct of tiie by Dr. Marr, in his annual report for 

L-.tauiisiin.eut 1 8 6 7, of a very arduous nature, and for tho 

reasons set forth in a former paragraph, 1 hope he will soon have 
a Native Doctor, or (better still) a Madras Dresser, placed un- 
der him to assist him. Mr. Wells I have found thoroughly 
trustworthy and zealous in the performance of his duties. 

The Dresser a ticket of leave convict is a pains-taking ser- 
vant, and the other Hospital servants have behaved tolerably 
well during the past year. 

The balance in tho Treasury at the close of 1867 was Rs. 

5087-10-10; at the close of the year 1868, 
mna,ue, tho balance in the Treasury was only Rs. 

4995-12-1, shewing a decrease of Rs. 91-1 4-9; but to this amount 
must be added Rs. 380-5-4, received from ships duringthe Christ- 
mas holidays, and only paid into the Bank on its re-opening 
in January 1869. This giverf an increase in the balance to the 
credit of the Institution of nearly 300 Rs. This increase 
is almost entirely due to the large number of European 
seamen admitted during the past year, as I regret to be 
obliged to state that the voluntary contributions declined 
from Rs. 973 in 1867, to Rs. 714 in 1868, shewing a 
decrease of Rs. 259. This I believe to have been due in part 
to several of the former subscribers to the Hospital having 
left Maulmain during the past year; but chiefly to the views 
that many of the subscribers entertain, that it is unnecessary to 
go on adding to a fund, which already amounts to about 
Rs. 5000, and which, as they see no immediate p^pspect of a 
new Hospital being built, they consider should be expended, 
before new subscriptions are levied. This view I have en- 
‘deavoured to combat, but I know it still exists in the minds 
of many of the subscribers, from conversations I have had with 
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them on the subject. The speedy erection of a new Hospit al , 
would of course at once alter the views of the subscribers on 
this point, and I hope this work will not be much longer 
delayed. 

The expenditure in repairs, roofing the Hospital and Out 
houses, and Apothecary’s quarters amounted to Es. 605-14-10. 

B. T. SUFFREIN, Asst. Surgeon. 

Maulmain, \ , Offg. Civil Surgeon, Maulmain - 

\5th April 1869. J 


ANNUAL REPORT ON TIIE CHARITABLE DISPENSARY 
OF SIIWE GYEEN, FOR TIIE YEAR ENDING 
31st DECEMBER 1808 . 

The Civil Dispensary continues to sustain its reputation 
for usefulness amongst the people, who flock in great numbers 
for treatment. Those who wish to become inmates are pro- 
vided with every comfort that the 1 nstitution can aftord. 
Amongst tlioso who seek aid from the Dispensary, the prin- 
cipal portion are Burmese, but other races also are not back- 
ward in taking advantage of the boon. 

2. The Dispensary was thorr#uglily repaired during the 
year ; a well was dug inside of the compound, which adds 
greatly to the comfort of the i nutates of the hospital. 

3. No epidemic outbreak or any unusual sickness has 
visited the town of Hhwb-gyeen or district during the year. 

4. The inmates of the Lock-up enjoyed very good 
health, only one death occurred during the year which result- 
ed from Dysentery in a prisoner of broken down constitution. 
The average strength of the Lock-up has been 21.31, and the 
daily average sick for the year 0.54. 

5. The health of the Police has been on the whole good, 
considering that they are constantly out on patrol duty in 
the district, where fevers and other malarious diseases exist. 
Only 1 death occurred during the year which resulted from 
Bemittent fever. The average strength of the Police has 
been 456.0, and the daily average sick for the year 3.86. 

6. The number of applicants for aid at the Civil Dis-* 
pensary have been as follows: — Amongst the In patients 8 re- 
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mained under treatment at the end of last year, 226 have been 
admitted since, which gives a total treated of 234 ; of this 
number 218 have been discharged cured, 8 died, and 8 re- 
mained under treatment. Of the admissions, the most im- 
portant were from Fevers, Dysentery, Diarrhoea and Rheu- 
matism. Of the causes of death amongst the In patients wore 
from Dysentery 2, Fevers 2, Dropsy 1, Tetanus 1, Delirium 
Tremens 1, Pleuritis 1. 

7. Of Out patients 23 remained under treatment at the 
end of last year, 2556 have been - under treatment since, giv- 
ing a total of 2579 applicants for medical aid. Of this num- 
ber 2553 have been discharged cured, 1 died, and 25 remain 
under treatment. Of the diseases which have come under 
treatment among Out patients, the most prominent have been 
Fevers, Stomach and Bowel affections. Sore Byes, Rheuma- 
tism, Dung affections, Wounds and Skin diseases. • The deaths 
amongst the Out patients cannot be ascertained with any 
degree of accuracy. Only one death is recorded in that of 
an Eurasian, which resulted from Liver complaint. 

8. The average daily sick of In patients were 7.43, and 
of Out patients 38. 91. 

9. Fever has been as usual the most prevalent and fatal 
disease amongst the inhabitants of the town. It has been more 
severe among children and those advanced in years, although 
persons in the prime of lifeUiave not escaped its action. The 
Intermittent is the usual form the disease assumes, running 
into the Remittent or Typhoidform when circumstances are un- 
favourable to recovery, or injudicious treatment has allowed 
the primary malady to proceed unchecked. 

10. Next in frequency to Fevers stand Diseases of the 
Stopiach and Bowels. Acute Dysentery without pre-existing 
Diarrhoea is veiy rare, but a combination of the two or Dysen- 
teric diarrhoea is a common disease, its real season commences 
at the close of the rains, and lasts till January in consequence 
of more malaria being engendered in these months than at any 
other season of the year. 

11. Rheumatism is perhaps next to Affections of the ab- 
dominal viscera; the disease is prevalent among all classes of 
the population. At the onset and termination of the rains, the 
disease is most liable to break out, and in whichever of its 
many protean forms it may choose to dcvelope itself, is most 
difficult to extirpate. 
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12. Syphilitic diseases prevail to a very large extent in 
Shwfe-gyeen in both its primary and secondary forms, but 
only a few, and these the very Avorst eases, present them- 
seh T es for treatment at the Dispensary. 

• 13. The common sore eye is also prevalent in the cold 
months and is amenable to treatment, but if allowed to go on 
for a little time, ulceration of the cornea takes place, or pus- 
tular ophthalmia is developed. 

14. Diseases of the skin, among which l include ulcers, 
and every variety of skin disease, are extremely common, and 
at all times, very difficult to get rid of. During the rains and 
the sultry season immediately following them, ulcers and skin’ 
diseases are liable to break out, and if the constitution is not 
in a condition favourable to the healing process, the latter are 
liable to spread widely over the body, and the former to as- 
sume a sloughing action. The excessive humidity and heat 
of the atmosphere, is no doubt the exciting cause of this form 
of disease. 

15. Dropsical disease is not frequently met with at this 
station, and is usually either consequent ujjon protracted at- 
tacks of fevers, or chronic bowel complaints. In a case seen 
at the hospital the symptoms had been in existence for 
months, but considered of little moment until difficulty of 
breathing and a feeling of impending suffocation compelled the 
individual to seek medical advice. ^Treatment at such a late 
period of the disease failed in effecting anything further than 
a mere alleviation of tlie most distressing symptoms, the pa- 
tient lingered on under treatment, at one time better, at an- 
other worse, but ultimately succumbed to the disease. 

16. The casualty from Delirium Tremens, was an Eura- 
sian, who was proceeding to Rangoon from Toungoo on lea^e. 
On arrival at Shw6-gycen, lie was admitted into hospital, m 
a moribund state" from the cause of intoxication, he rallied a 
little, and died 20 hours after admission. 

17. I need scarcely comment upon the other classes of 
disease, which swell the number of admissions in all hospitals, 
and especially in those opened to the poor. 

<Sd.) G. J. COOPER, 

Ho ay. Asst . Surgeon, 

In Civil Medical charge - 
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REMARKS BY TFIE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER. 

The Shway ( Jycen Charitable Dispensary maintains its po- 
pularity under the efficient charge of Doctor Cooper. During 
this Officer’s absence of o months on sick leave, the attendance 
of patients, fell off greatly. • 

The private contributions towards the funds of the Insti- 
tution amounted to Rupees 21 only per mensem. The inha- 
bitants of the Town are not of the particular class from whom 
subscriptions are usually expected, should objections be raised 
by (Jovernment to continue their present grant, assistance 
might fairly be afforded from some of the District Local Funds. 

The general management of the Dispensary throughout 
the year reflect great credit on the Civil Surgeon and his 
Assistants. 


i Eiom llu* I)<‘}iuU CoinintsMoner Tavoy Distiiit, to tlie Commissionor of H** 1 
r r<*nasM*nin Division, No. 22 2 Hi A pi il 1 SOD. 

I have the honour in forwarding the Dispensary report for 
ihe year 1868, to remark that 1 consider it to be very achi 
sable that a few lads should receive a Medical education at tin* 
expense of Government such as would quality them in the 
course of a short time to treat ordinary cases of diseases tn 
domic to the country am^the treating of ulcers and injuries. 

The general public health suffers materially from the ab- 
sence of such medical aid near home. Tlie Native Doctors are 
very ignorant and even in the normal disease of Fever their 
treatment is diametrically opposed to the European one, 
what I propose is that the (Jovernment should establish out- 
dispensaries with qualified dispensers attached to them. An 
English education coupled with prolonged medical instruction 
is not required for the above purpose. The deaths in child 
bearing are very numerous so that it would be equally desirable 
that females should bo instructed in tlie leading principles of 
Furopean obstetric art, though this latter being a suggestion of 
a special nature T offer diffidently. 

ANNUAL REPORT ON THE TAVOY CIVIL DISPENSARY 
FOR THE YEAR 18t>8. 

The Civil Hospital of Tavoy still sustains its reputation 
for usefulness to the people of this town who flock in great 
numbers to it, patients also from all part* of the surrounding 
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country come iu to receive from its sources, means for the 
cure of their bodily ailments. 

The Hospital is a very neat little wooden building with a 
shingled roof running East and West measuring M) bv IS feel, 
having a ward on either side for Male and Fenjale patients 
and an infectious ward in dost' proximity to each with an of- 
fice and surgery in* the centre. 

These wards are 2() feet in length and .‘14 in breadth, 
have 680 superficial and 18600 cubit feet of space, and capa- 
ble of accommodating about 10 or 12 patients on either side. 
The building is raised JO feet from the ground, has 4 bath 
rooms below at the 4 corners, and 2 Servants* rooms allowing 
a free circulation of air through the lower floor with ample 
space for keeping it swept clean. 

There is also a cook-house to the rear of the Hospital, 
and further distant at the north west corner a Latrine. 

A dead house, Native* Doctor’s quarter and a fence to the* 
compound of the Hospital have been applied for, and doubt 
less will be put upas soon as sanction is obtained for these . 
works. 

The Hospital compound measures 8020 feet in • length 
and 1 DO feet in breadth is bounded h\ an open squaio on lire 
south; Police guard house and Deputy Commissioners quai* 
ter on the east, and private compounds on the north and 
west sides. 

The western part of the Il<*pital is very much obstrue 
ted from the cool westerly breezes that prevail in the hot 
weather by a private compound thickly studded with fruits 
and other trees, and it is my intention to bring this matter to 
notice in my Annual report to the Chief Commissioner in 
April next. 

There are two Servants rooms under the Hospital which 
are also very objectionably situated, water and washings of* 
the floor permeate through *tlie boards, and drop into the 
apartments below making matter very unpleasant to the oc- 
cupants. 

The cook-house is kept very clean and the dry earth sys 
tern strictly carried out in the Latrines, the night soil from * 
which is removed by convicts to some distance from the town. 

There has been an old and dangerous well in the com- 
pound, which at iny suggestion was put into thorough repair. 





08 


REPORT ON HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES 1808. 


and cleaned out, it now supplies the Hospital with plenty of 
good and potable water. 

During the past year 227 in patients were treated in 
Hospital and of which 214 were cured, 1 relieved, 3 died and 
9 remainecj. The average daily «ick for the year was 6^. 

Of Out patients 1G13 were treated, 1501 were cured, 15 
relieved, 28 absented themselves after being a few days under 
treatment, 3 died and 66 remained, the average daily sick for 
the year was 20. 

Fevers . — Under this head there were 235 cases treated. 
Quotidian Ague being the type principally occurring ; there 
were also a few cases of Tertian and Quartan agues. These 
gases occurred principally amongst the Burmese, contracted in 
the J ungle, many of whom after undergoing a protracted 
treatment by their own Doctors come in and seek English 
Medical aid, with shattered constitutions well saturated with 
{ Fever poison and complicated with organic affections; Burmese 
think nothing of being under treatment for fever for twelve 
months in the hands of their own people. The complications 
* I have met with arc enlarged spleen or liver with dropsical 
effusion into the peritoneal sac. 

The aged and the young are alike prone to Fever in the 
district, but when residing in the town they enjoy a very 
great immunity. t 

The treatment in recent cases was simply an emetic, 
purgative and a few doses of saline, followed by the Cinchona 
mixture or some Quinine. 

But in those protracted cases where the system was 
worn down from debility I found the Tinct : Ferri Perchlorid 
an active agent in re-establishing health particularly where 
the spleen was connected; in others Liqr: Arscnicalis appears to 
suit better while not a few cases become amenable to small 
doses of Strychnia which had a marvellous effect in checking 
the paroxysms. 

Disease of the Lungs . — The A) were 40 cases treated un- 
der this head but the only affection calling for any remark 
is a complaint common amongst children, which is very much 
allied to Asthma and Bronchitis, but wanting in many of their 
’characteristics; the child is brought to Hospital panting for 
breath, intercostal muscles working hard to feed the lungs 
with air, a livid conplexion, bronchial cooing, a small thready 
pulse and cold clammy skin ; to one not accustomed to witness 
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the disease it appears alarming ; but a good emetic followed 
by a mercurial purgative, and small doses of Ipecacuanha and 
v inum Antimony relieve the little patient in a very short 
time who forgetting his recent sufferings often returns to his 
juvenile gambols. # 

Disease of the Stomach and Bowels . — Of die cases treated 
in Hospital are recorded from this disease and strange to say 
no deaths, however there are 238 cases of Obstipatio which- 
swell the list. 

Diarrhoea and Dysentery. — Are very often found here as 
elsewhere in .Burma very intractable complaints and require a 
long course of treatment, I found Ipecacuanha either alone dr 
combined with Tinct : or Extract of Opium the best remedy for 
recent attacks checking them almost in a few days, old standing 
cases with a glazed and sore tongue, require an astringent 
plan of treatment when quarter grain doses of Nitrate of Silver 
in some distilled water taken three times a day was found to\ 
be very beneficial. 

Disease of the Eye . — This disease appears to be endemic 
in Tavoy. From this affection 258 have been treated shewing* 
itself principally in the form of Conjunctivitis occasionally how- 
ever a case of ulcerated cornea presented, and also a few fc* ises of 
pustular Ophthalmia. I found no difficulty in treating this com- 
plaint, 2 grains each of Acetate of lead, and Sulphate of zinc to 
ail ounce of water made a good colbfrium which elfectcd a cure 
in a few days, some required in addition the 10 grain solution 
of Nitrate of Silver. % 

Disease of the Skin. — Also may be said to prevail ondemi- 
cally in this district owing I fancy to the dietary adopted by 
the people. Fish and prawns in all its different forms, fish 
dried or salted and ngapee are the principal food of the mas- 
ses, mixed with boiled rice and vegetables. The cold north 
easterly wind appears to favour the disease when young and old 
as well as the suckling infant are prone to it, 1 32 cases were 
treated, Sulphur taken intornally applied externally was 
found to be the most efficacious ; some few aggravated cases 
were treated with small doses of Liqr: Arsonicalis or a solution 
of Carbolic acid applied externally with very good effect. 

Venereal affections. — Although • Tavoy is reputed to pos- 
sess no women of ill fame notwithstanding 61 cases from this 
disease came under treatment, some of these no doubt were ** 
contracted abroad, but the greatest number were infected in 
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this Town, I have made it a point to note whether the discus 
was contracted here or elsewhere, and am satisfied in my mind 
that Tavoy possesses no immunity. Them was nothing pecu- 
liar in the treatment adopted. 

Wound# and Injuries.- -Under this head 23 j cases were 
treated, from a slight clean cut to an extensile lacerated Wound. 
Those requiring any remark are wounds inflicted by a com- 
mon Buffalo© of this district and it is a remarkable fact that 
the parties wounded arc more or less the keeper of these ani- 
mals. Since I assumed charge of the station I have had some 

dozen severe eases undefr my cave, the following of which 
will prove interesting. A Bunnan while attending to his 
Buffalo©, irritated the animal by striking it several blows with 
a stick, it rushed at him and drove in one of its horns about 
6 inches up the right buttock about an inch from the anus 
producing alarming haemorrhage, the bleeding vessels situated 
iso high lip could not be reached and secured, unless largo and 
deep incisions Avere made, time was of the greatest consequence, 
as life was fast ebbing, blood was issuing from the Avound as 
water from a cataract, there avus no alternative but to plug 5 
with pludgets of lint dipped in the Tincture Porchloride of* 
Iron, I plugged tlio Avound as far as 1 could reach, over all 
I applied a compress of tOAv secured with bandage, this had 
the desired effect of controlling the lnemorrhago at once, 1 allow 
ed the lint to remain in the Avound for 4 days until suppura- 
tion took place. The matter discharged Avas very offensive' 
when I removed the lint piecemeal injected the Avound Avith 
a solution of Carbolic Acid and applied poultices. In a few 
days E was happy to sec healthy granulations spring up and 
in the course of 3 months, from the time of admission he Avas 
discharged cured. 

No epidemic of any kind pre\ r ailed during the' past year 
nor do a -other diseases” call for other remark. 

6 deaths occurred during the past year, 3 amongst I 11 and 
3 amongst Out Patients. 

O 

One man died in Hospital from Fever a Policeman, native of 
India, of dissipated habits had been sent out into the District on 
patrol contracted Fever, and was brought in much debilitated, 
stimulants, nourishing diet were given him but there appeared 
Ho chance of rallying and he died after being four days under 
treatment. 
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One I>urman died in Hospital in September last before 
my arrival from Secondary Syphilis, lie had contracted the pri- 
mary affection abroad, on arrival here secondary eruptions made 
tlu ir appearance and lie only presented himself in the last 
stage of the disease ay hen his constitution was broken doivn and 
nothing could be done tor him. 

THo third death was that of a Burma n also who was 
gored by a Buffaloc in May last prior to my taking charge; it 
appears lie v\«s very severely wounded in the thigli and abdo- 
men the latter wound* penetrating the bladder and bowels at- 
tended A\ith great haoporrliage lie only survived the accident 
48 hours. * 

3 Deaths among the Out patients, have occurred during 
the year, 2 from Dropsy, L from Erysipelas. These cases de- 
seive no comment as they occurred in patients who sought 
English medical aid and at the last moment when all hopes of 
recovery v\tre given up by tlieir own people, and when* 
medicine could be of no service to them. 

The Hospital establishment consists of a Native Doctor, 
a Vaccinator and 3 Hospital servants. With one or twoexcep-’ 
tions amongst the last class, all have been present throughout 
the j oar. Native Doctor Shaik Kluulin 1 loossain ha-s been 
attached to this station since 13th May 1802 and on several oc 
< asions during the absence of the Medical officer has had charge 
of the station; since my assuming charge J Initial him all that 
could be desire d, a hai <1 ay orking-zealous man and very attentive 
to the sick. J le lias been spokei? of very highly by the Civil 
( )|f icons of the district. 

The Vaccinator attached to this station also I can speak 
of in high terms, lie assists at the Dispensary Avhen vaccine 
operations aie at a stand still, during the Yvot Avcather ; lie is a 
o*oo(l zealous and hard working lad and takes much interest i 
his AY r ork. 

TJie other servants also have all done tlieir duty faith f 
and cheerfully and 1 liave had no occasion to find fault < 7 
the period of 4 months that I have had Medical charge 
station. 

Besides those there have been 2 Burmese youth c 
here for the past 2 years aspirants after medical 
l ImA'e brought them to the notice of the Chief ( 
and it is likely on the opening of the Medical 
goon they ay ill be admitted Pupils into the 
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In conclusion I would beg to suggest that Annual Returns 
and Reports for the Civil Hospital be sent into the Deputy 
Inspector General of Hospitals at the same time when they 
are furnished to the Cliief Commissioner viz : 1st April in each 
year, it will save unnecessary writing and not divide the year 
as at present into two periods. 

Tavoy, i (S».) J. WHITE, 

1st January 1869. ) In Civil Medical Charge , Tavoy . 


REPORT UPON THE MERGUI CIVIL HOSPITAL AND CHARI-. 

TABLE DISPENSARY FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 18C8. 

1. As Dr. Abbey had Civil Medical charge during the 
year under review this report must necessarily be short and 
imperfect. 

2. Hospital Buildings — The condition of the Hospital is 
good, its position salubrious and drainage highly satisfactory. 
The following improvements are however desirable, Pucka 
steps (the present one being in a most tumble — down condition) 
a dead house for post mortem examinations and Apothecary’s 
quarters. 

3. Expense of Establishment . — The following table will 
show this as far as asccr taxable. 


Apothecary Rupees — 

420 

0 

0 

Servants „ — 

360 

0 

0 

Contingent Expenses 

Rs. 215 

9 

f> 

Dieting Paupers 

Hs. 39 

1 1 

0 

Total Rupees 

1035 

4 

6 


To this sum total must bo added the cost of European me- 
'incs which cannot be given. 

4. Donations. - The donations to the hospital during the 
'ave been nil. 

hi door Patients. — Principal diseases admitted. From 
n of In door patients it will be seen that again, the 
hseases treated wore Fevers, Diseases of the Alimen- 
Vbscesses and Ulcers and wounds. 

-Of Fevers 55 cases were treated, this table 
remained at the end of the year and that re- 
•*e in all the other cases treated. It shows a 
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blight increase and is satisfactory as proving the increasing 
faith of the people in Quinine 

Dysentery . — Of the 10 Cases admitted, 8 are stated to 
have been cured, T case died, being only admitted in the last 
►stage of the disease. 

Abscesses and Ulcers. — 'diesc appear to be very common 
diseases in Mergui, 19 Cases were treated, the table shows 
lecovery in all the cases. 

Rheumatism . — Four Cases appear to have been treated, 
3 cures being affected. 

Wounds &e. — 36 Patients were treated, recovery being 
i ecorded in all the cases. The great number of these cases is 
probably accounted for by the quarrelsome character of the 
people. \ 

The total number of patients treated was 1 57, of these* 
1 47 appear to have been discharged cured, 2 relieved, 1 no- 
better, 1 absconded, 1 died and 5 remained. 

Out door Patients. — 6 Principal diseases treated, the re- 
marks oil the principal diseases admitted as In patients, will 
apply to those of the ( )ut patients Ophthalmia must lioweV<eL 
be added to the list. 

Fevers . —Of the 225 patients ^treated, recovery is stated 
in 224 Cases, one remaining. 

Dysentery 15 Cases appear to have been treated with 
favourable results in all the cases. 

Ophthalmia . — 51 Oases are given as treated and all dis- 
charged cured Ophthalmia is principally prevalent during 
the rains and is probably caused by the washing into the e^e 
of the small particles of dust from the thatching of the house 

Digestive Affections. — 310 Cases were treated, of these ‘ 
were Constipation, all cases appear to have recovered. 

Abscesses and Ulcers . Of these cases 257 were adi 
255 were cured and 2 remained. 

Wounds and Injuries . - -Of 63 cases treated all 
charged cured. 

Of the whole number of cases treated as Out 
1053, the very large number of 1045 would a* 
been cured, 2 relieved and 6 remained. 

(8d.) CHAR: W. F 
Civil 


* 


Mergui District, 
The 20th June 1869. 







